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INTRODUCTION 


schisms”, Any talk of toleration was to them anathema. Milton 


viewed the situation otherwise. In free discussion, in liberty of pro- 
phesying, in the flood of pamphlets which began to flow, he saw the 
preparative for a further Reformation: Both in his earlier tract Of 
Reformation in England and in Areopagitica, his plea for a free press, 
Milton voices the eager,expectation of this new Reformation. This 
expectation was widely entertained. Among the opinions which horri- 
fied Thomas Edwards, the author of Gangrena, a catalogue and dis- 
covery of many Errours of the Sectaries, were these: “There is a salvation 
that shall be revealed in the last times, which was not known to the 
Apostles themselves”, and “that within a while God will raise up 
Apostles, men extraordinarily endowed with visible and infallible gifts 
to preach the Gospel.” While waiting for this further Reformation, 
many held that “Christians may not preach in a way of positive assert- 
ing and declaring things, but all they may do, is confer, reason together, 
and dispute out things.” This was the mood of the seekers, 
to whom George Fox powerfully appealed, and from whom he drew 
many of his first adherents and, if Dr. Lloyd’s contention is right, some 
of the first rudiments of church-government. 

Milton looked hopefully to the many “pens and heads (in the city 
of London) sitting by their studious lamps, musing, searching, re- 
volving new notions and ideas wherewith to present, as with their 
homage and their fealty, the approaching Reformation.” But it was 
not from that quarter that the most striking partial fulfilment of the 
expectation of further reform was to come. A country-bred youth, 
wrestling with the problem of the hour as it came home to him in his 
own narrow circle, won his way through to a message, which seemed 
to many to be a word from the Lord, the word for which they were 
waiting. In his journal, George Fox does not betray any great interest 
in or clear understanding of the issues between king and parliament, 
but it was no accident that at the beginning of the civil war he felt 
impelled to leave home and seek the answer to a problem which had 
become urgent for him. He formulated it to himself in some such 
terms as these: What is the ground of temptations and what is the 
secret of overcoming temptations? He was oppressed by the dis- 
crepancy between Christian profession and Christian practice; he 
sensed a failure of Christian faith in the very outbreak of civil war, 
and he was conscious of frustration and futility in his own Christian 
living. Amid the confusion and strife of the civil war, he wandered 
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INTRODUCTION 


up and down the midlands, seeking counsel of all and sundry and finding 
none. He got a deeper impression of the intellectual and moral chaos 
which accompanied the war, and of the disillusion which was becoming 
more and more apparent in Puritan ranks. After three or four years 
of varied inquiry and inward wrestling, Fox despaired of finding a 
solution in new notions and ideas, or in any man’s wisdom. He tells 
us that at length he heard ‘‘a voice which said, ‘There is one, even 
Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy condition’ and when I heard it, my 
heart did leap for joy.” The essential nature of Fox’s experience and 
message is well expressed in Whittier’s familiar verses: 


No fable old, nor mythic lore 
No dream of bards and seers, 
No dead fact stranded on the shore 
Of the oblivious years; 
But warm, sweet, tender even yet 
A present help is He, 
And faith hath still its Olivet 
And love its Galilee. 


Christ has come to teach His people Himself and Fox was called 
to direct men to their inward teacher. If they would discipline them- 
selves to listen to His voice, they would be guided in all their perplexi- 
ties, theoretical and practical. 

To-day this may seem to be too simple a presentation of the gospel, 
but its very simplicity was part of its attraction and power in the 
seventeenth century. How it was worked out in detail by George Fox 
and his followers will be clear from Dr. Lloyd’s impressive study, 
which brings out both the true insights of early Friends into the 
practice of Christianity and also some of the limitations of outlook 
incidental to the development of the Society as an organized Church. 

H. G. Woop 
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PREFACE 


HIS book is the outcome of the discovery in 1943 of the MS. 

“Advices and queries” which George Fox sent to the Quakers 
of Warwickshire in 1681. A comparison of that primitive version of 
the Friends’ Book of Discipline with the first official edition, that of 
1738, suggested two questions: (i) By what process did those homely 
advices, circulated among a loose confederation of local meetings, 
harden into a rigid discipline administered by a vigilant national: 
assembly? (ii) Could George Fox, who wrote those simple queries 
about the oversight of disorderly walkers and the encouragement of 
widows in trade indeed be the author of that national system of Quaker 
church government which has stood the strain of two and a half 
centuries? The following studies which cover the social history of 
the Quakers from 1669-1738 were written in an attempt to answer 
those two questions. 

The existing works on the subject have been examined and in 
particular full use has been made of The Beginnings of Quakerism (1912) 
and The Second Period of Quakerism (1921) by Dr. W. C. Braithwaite, 
but the book is based throughout on original sources. Amongst these 
are some which have not been used before for historical purposes, 
namely: the Books of Cases, the records of the Women’s Meetings, the 
accounts of the national stock, and the records of all the Quaker meet- 
ings in Berkshire, Bristol, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and War- 
wickshire. In addition to these are some which have been seen by 
previous historians but not used exhaustively. 

From these new materials it has been possible to give a fuller account 
of the following: the system of poor relief, the development of the 
marriage procedure, the activity of the Meeting for Sufferings as a 
committee for legal defence, the work of the Women’s Meetings, the 
control of the Quaker press and the management of the public stock. 
The view set out of the evolution of the system of church government, 
in consequence of these new materials, differs from that generally 
accepted. 

It remains for me to acknowledge the generous assistance that I have 
‘received from various quarters in writing this book. My first debt is 
to those who, through the active interest of Dr. T. Edmund Harvey, 
provided a research fellowship which set me free for the work. The 
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PREFACE 
Master and Fellows of Trinity College, Brniidne, have readily per- 


mitted the reproduction of the George Fox letter facing page 36 and | 


of the frontispiece: and illustration facing page 152. The other 
illustrations are reproduced by the courtesy of the trustees of the 
Bevan-Naish Library. 

I should like to acknowledge especially my debt to my friend H. M. 
Adams, Librarian of Trinity College, Cambridge, and to the Librarian 
and Fb dabei at Friends’ House, London. Dr. H. G. Wood has 
very kindly written an introduction, although he dissents from my 


‘estimates of George Fox and Robert Barclay. Finally, I gladly 


acknowledge my indebtedness to Dr. G. N. Clark, Provost of Oriel 
College, Oxford, for it was my good fortune to write these studies 
under his friendly and critical eye. 


A, LI. 


University Park, 
NottTINGHAM. 


4 July 1948. 
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CHAPTER ONE 


CHURCH GOVERNMENT 
1650-1680 


“Dearly beloved friends, these things we do not lay upon you as a rule 
or form to walk by, but that all with the measure of light which is pure 
and holy may be guided, and so, in the light walking and abiding, these 
may be fulfilled in the Spirit, not from the letter—for the letter 
killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.” 


HE evolution of Quaker church government can best be under- 

stood in terms of the communication of advice and help in solving 
practical problems. There is, at first, no system, no concentration on 
censure, no invocation of divine right. Problems of relief of the poor, — 
of prisoners at home and captives abroad, of the maintenance of 
ministers and their families, of the regulation of marriage procedure, 
the collecticn of funds and the organisation of propaganda had to be 
solved. Almost from the first, national leaders and members of local 
and regional groups of ministers issued their recommendations from 
‘ad hoc’ meetings in epistles which still survive. The surest way to 
understanding the very complex situation is to examine the mass of 
letters? which still exist, in the hope of deciding who issued them, to 
whom they were sent ond why. 

No official contemporary records of the first few years of the life 
of the Quaker fellowship have come down to us, but it is possible to 
fit together isolated fragments of information to einiint a fairly coherent 
pattern. Before George Fox came among them, the Westmorland 
Seekers had met in 1652 to administer poor relief and discipline dis- 
orderly walkers, and in the same year William Dewsbury had set up 
a three-weekly general meeting in the East Riding and Richard 
Farnsworth a monthly meeting in the West Riding.? Such leaders, 
sharing a common understanding of the Scriptures and of the mind 
of Christ with their followers, were united with them in a fervent 
fellowship in which the advice given during their visits to particular 
groups was gladly adopted by the rank and file. 

Three epistles of capital importance were issued in 1653. The first 
was written by a local leader for his immediate followers; the second 
conveyed to a group of congregations a simple discipline drawn up at 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


a conference under George Fox’s guidance; the third established the 
unit ott of which by 1680, a completed system was built. 

William Dewsbury issued the first, a general epistle recommending 
that “one or two Friends who are most grown in the power and life, 
in the pure discerning in the Truth”, should be chosen “‘to take care 
and charge over the flock of God.’’* He suggests that meetings for 
worship be held weekly and general meetings for church business 
fortnightly. Disorderly walkers are to be cautioned by the overseers 
and, if necessary, reproved in the general meeting; if still unrepentant, 
they are to be disowned. These overseers are also to see that no 
member of the group falls into want. 

The second epistle was drawn up at a conference at Skipton and 
sent out in George Fox’s name.§ It recommends that a Friend be 
appointed in each meeting to keep a detailed record of all “‘sufferings”’, 
which are to be registered at an ensuing regional general meeting. Dis- 
putes are to be settled with the help of leading local Quakers; otherwise 
the general meeting must adjudicate. Masters, dames and servants must 
abide by their contracts and children are to be trained up in the fear 
of the Lord and kept employed in some lawful calling, “that none 


may live idle and destroyers of the creation, and thereby become - 


burdensome to others.” Each meeting is to provide a burying place 
as ‘‘a testimony against the superstitious idolizing of those places called 
holy ground.” The affairs of Friends in debt are to be examined at 
the general meeting and they are to be helped to re-establish their 
credit. Records of all births, marriages and burials are to be kept by 
the registrar of “sufferings”. Poor Quakers are to be relieved out of 
a fund collected and administered by a treasurer who is to callect 
sufficient money for current needs only, “that Friends may not be 
cumbered with outward things.” Those who write books are to sub- 
mit them to “any as be in the power and wisdom of God, lest they 
should slip any word.” Marriage procedure is laid down in detail.® 
In this year, too, a group of local leaders met to establish a men’s 
monthly meeting for ‘Bishopric’ that is, the County Palatine of Dur- 
ham. Friends were suffering hardship by imprisonment and the burden 
of maintenance fell more heavily on some groups than on others. It 


was suggested, therefore, that representatives from each congregation 


should meet on the first Saturday of each month to discuss the financial 

needs of each meeting and to collect money to defray the heavy 

expenses already incurred. A week’s notice of the collection for the 
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CHURCH GOVERNMENT 


poor was to be given and the money paid to the monthly meeting 
treasurer, with a note of the amount subscribed by each meeting. The 
epistle’ was signed by fourteen men, of whom Anthony Pearson is 
the only one about whom any information survives; it is endorsed 
in George Fox’s hand: ““The Setting-up the men’s meeting in Bishop- 
rick, 1653.” 

Leadership in the Quaker “Societies” was, therefore, shared between 
public ministers who ranged over a wide area and overseers, chosen 
by the local groups, wha met regularly once a month. 

In 1656 a meeting of leaders from meetings throughout the north 
of England was held at Balby, near Doncaster, from which a compre- 
hensive epistle,? drafted by William Dewsbury was sent “unto the 
Brethren in the north”, This able letter sets out in twenty paragraphs 
the responsibilities of membership of the Quaker fellowship and 
establishes a system of church government by local congregations 
under the guidance of overseers. These local leaders were reinforced 
by the travelling ministers who, when prevented from attending 
meetings by imprisonment or by missionary work elsewhere, main- 
tained a steady flow of advice in epistles. . 

In 1656, for example, George Fox issued a long letter? with much 
the same content as that from Balby, but with additional advice about 
faithfulness in attending meetings for worship, a warning against sloth- 
fulness and sleeping in meetings, and an exhortation to ministers not 
to ramble the countryside unprofitably. He reminds them, too, that 
ministry suitable to the World may not be seasonable in silent meetings.! 
As congregational discipline was still too new to be wholly effectual, 
Richard Farnsworth was appointed Fox’s deputy in the north to see 
“that Friends be kept in order, and to search out the matter of dis- 
order and that which causeth it.”44 

By 1660 representative general meetings were being held in many 
parts of England. Organization was most complete in the North, 
where county general meetings were grouped into a single federation 
which met annually from 1656. The business of these yearly meetings 
was transacted by delegates from all the local meetings who spent a . 
great deal of time discussing finance. The national leaders did not 
usually attend, but the meetings were managed by men of wide vision 
and considerable organizing ability. The example of the northern 
Quakers was closely followed and their epistles copied by Friends in 
the south, as, for example, by those of Kent, Sussex, Surrey and Hamp- 
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shire who met at Nethurst Lodge, near Horsham, the home of Bryan 
Wilkinson in May 1659. Their epistle!? was signed by forty-four men 
from the four counties, though Hampshire could muster only four 
signatures, It is clear that the organization of church business had 
reached a higher pitch of efficiency than four years earlier at Balby. 
Each particular meeting is now expected to contribute quarterly to a 


fund for the relief of sufferers in the four counties and two Friends ~ 


are to act as collectors, treasurers and registrars in each meeting to 
check each others’ figures and records. Strict accounts are to be kept 
“that the verity effected in this particular way may be established and 
deceit and unrighteousness detected.” A note of a suitable form of 
words for a marriage certificate is added to the epistle.18 

Church government in London is represented by a remarkable 
letter! written by Edward Burrough to the men’s meeting there, giving 
them an account of the foundation and constitution of their meeting 
ten years earlier. He explained that as the travelling ministers could 
not rightly be expected to deal with problems of meeting-house 
premises, poor relief, sick visiting, or the finding of employment for 
servants who had been dismissed on joining the Quakers, the men 
Friends of the City, “or the ancientest of them in the Truth, not 
excluding any”, were asked to meet once a fortnight at ““The Bull and 
Mouth” in Aldersgate St. for the management of Truth’s affairs. All 
members who were sound in principle and judgment were to feel free 
to attend. They were particularly encouraged “‘not ta spend time with 
needless, unnecessary and fruitless discourses”, but equally were not 
to reach quick decisions by vote, They must “determine, not in the 
way of the World by hot contests, by seeking to out-speak or over- 
reach one another in discourse, not deciding affairs by the greater vote, 
or the number of men, as the World, who have not the wisdom and 
power of God, but in love, coolness, gentleness and dear unity.” ‘The 
practice of this advice of Edward Burrough in substituting “the sense 
of the meeting” for a decision reached by the votes of the majority 
has come to be one of the most characteristic manifestations of the 
underlying Quaker faith. 


He recommended, further, that the discussion of difficult problems. 


be suspended until ietendd that are anciently grown in the Truth” 
could be present. He reminded them that only those marriages which 
"had the full approval of Friends should be recorded and that all delin- 
~ quents should be rebuked. He commended especially the work of the 
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meeting of women Quakers, founded in 1657, for they had been 
especially helpful in looking after the poor, finding work for the un- 
employed and visiting the sick and all in need of relief. 

The centre of gravity of the Quaker fellowship was, however, until 
the Restoration, away in the north, especially in the yearly meetings 
held at Skipton. In the autumn of 1659 the men of Durham monthly 
meeting encouraged Anthony Pearson to bring before the forthcoming 
general meeting of Quakers from the whole of England his plan for 
a nation-wide organization of particular meetings. Twenty years later 
his plan had been adopted and was securely established, but as he 
apostatized at the Restoration his initiative was forgotten. He suggested 
“that for the better ordering of the outward estate of Friends in all 
relations in and to the World and to one another, and for making 
collections for the needs of the church as many particular meetings, or 
some Friends from each of them that are near, meet together once a 
month .... and as many of such monthly meetings, in the Northern parts 
of England, as can conveniently come together in a general meeting, 
twice or thrice a year, be joined and united, that we may not tie our- 
selves up to the World’s limits of counties and places, and we wish the 
like may be settled in all parts, and one General Meeting of England.” 
He set out briefly the responsibilities of particular, monthly and quarter- 
ly meetings and recommended that surplus funds should be distributed 
to equalize the burden of relief and other charges. Furthermore, 
Pearson was not merely an efficient administrator, for he saw clearly 
the underlying spiritual purpose which might be served by good 
church government.1® 

The first phase of Quaker church history is fitly closed by the epistle 
from the “dear Friends and Brethren both of the northern and southern 
parts” from the general meeting at Skipton in April 1660. For the 
first time representatives from north and south met together and drew 
up a letter!” to go to Quakers everywhere. It told of missionaries 
evangelizing Europe from Norway to Italy and Palatine to Turkey, 
while others were in America and the Indies. It was primarily an appeal 
for funds but its quality may be judged by the eloquent description of 
the missionary work based on England, “out of which nation and 
dominion must go the spiritually weaponed and armed men, to fight 
and conquer all nations, and bring them to the nation of God, that the 
Lord may be known to be the living God of nations, and his Son to 
reign, and his people one.” 
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Between 1660 and 1670 the Quaker societies were threatened with 
extinction. Of six outstanding leaders among the First Publishers of 
Truth, James Nayler died in 1660, Edward Burrough in 1662, Francis 
Howgill lay in Appleby gaol until his death in 1669, and William 
Dewsbury, imprisoned at Warwick for twenty years, was prevented 
from taking an active part in pastoral work. George Fox was im- 
prisoned thrice in six years, one sentence lasting three years, and 
although he sent scores of epistles “from my prison (or more like a 
lime-kiln)” in Lancaster,!8 and from Scarborough, the Quaker flock 
suffered grievously without its shepherds. Persecution without was 

‘matched by schism within. John Perrot, a saintly but unbalanced 
missionary who had endeavoured to “‘convert the Pope to Christian- 
ity”, led those who rebelled against corporate discipline by the con- | 
gregation, drawing after him new converts like Isaac Penington and 
Thomas Ellwood.!® Two young men, Robert Barclay and William 
Penn, who joined the Quaker felheonshid at this most critical point in 
its iis were too inexperienced and too little known to give 
effectual help. 

New monthly meetings for church affairs were, nevertheless, 
founded, as in Norwich, to deal with “outward things, concerning the 
poor widows and Bihchese children, the prisoners and sufferings,”*° 
but the disaffection throughout the country was critical, “absolutely 
tending to destroy the work of God, and lay waste tis heritage.” 
The situation, which called forth an «inthe from a group of ministers 
in London in 1666, marked a turning point in Quaker church govern- 
ment. They stated emphatically that where individual judgment con- 
flicted with that of the church, the individual must submit, “for of 
right the elders and members of the church, which keep their habitation 
in the Truth, ought to judge matters and things that differ; their | 
judgment to stand good and valid.”* Richard Farnsworth, Fox’s 
chosen deputy and one of the few leaders now left, died a month after 
drafting this letter.” 

Three months later Fox was released from Scarborough Castle. “I 
was so weak,” he wrote, “with lying about three years in cruel and . 
hard imprisonments, my joints and my body was so benumbed that I 
could hardly get on my horse; neither could I well bend my knees nor 
hardly endure fire nor warm meat, I had so long been kept from it. 
And so after I had visited Friends’ meetings in London, which was 

large and precious, I walked into the ruins of the City that was burnt; 
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which I saw lying according as the word of the Lord came to me con- 
cerning it several years before.’’*4 This served as a reminder of the: 
devastation of the Quaker fellowship which he encountered on his 
release. 

During the next four years Fox travelled ceaselessly throughout the 
length and breadth of England, setting on the firm foundation of regu- 
lar monthly and quarterly meetings, the system of church government 
which is still flourishing after two hundred and eighty years. Neigh- 
bouring groups of congregations or “‘particular’’ meetings were asso- 
ciated in monthly meetings, to which at first delegates only were sent, 
though later the meetings were open to all recognized Quakers.%5 

The monthly meetings within each county sent delegates to a 
meeting held once a quarter. In practice the business of most meetings 
was conducted, as in Bristol, by two dozen leading Friends, half a 
dozen of whom carried most of the responsibility. 

First, five monthly meetings were established in London. Then Fox 
accompanied by other Friends, rode from London to Bristol and back 
again, through East Anglia and the Midlands, over the Peak district 
in frost and snow into Lancashire, thence back to London through 
Wales and Bristol, confirming old meetings and establishing new ones, 
The southern counties between Land’s End and Dover were covered 
in another journey.”” George Fox’s vivid account in his Journal?® is 
supported by the evidence of more than five hundred sets of local 
records of which Thomas Ellwood’s minute books are among the 
best.29 At the inaugural gathering of the quarterly meeting of Bucking- 
hamshire, for example, attended by more than sixty Quakers repre- 
senting eight congregations, it was decided that monthly meetings 
would be held regularly on the first Wednesday at ten o’clock in the 
morning, and quarterly meetings on the last Wednesday in every 
quatter, also at ten o’clock.®° Quakers in the neighbouring county of 
Berkshire decided to send delegates once a month to meetings at four 
convenient centres, and once a quarter to the county meeting which 
met in turn at Reading, Windsor and Oare.** ; 

There was nothing new about this system which went back to the 
Westmorland Seekers fifteen years earlier and which, in fact, fell short - 
in comprehensiveness of Anthony Pearson’s proposal of 1659. ‘The 
new factor was the will power and drive of George Fox, free for seven 
years from imprisonment, and with an interest in written records that 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


An important step towards setting up a representative national 
committee in London was taken in 1668 at a meeting of travelling 
ministers “‘at the Peacock, in the Strand’”.®2 George Fox, who was in 
London for a short break during his campaign in the country, was 
given a letter to read at each county general meeting on his tour, 
recommending that two local Friends should be appointed official 
correspondents to consult with London Quakers on behalf of those 
suffering imprisonment for their testimony for Truth. The country 
correspondents were to send a letter of recommendation along with 
any Friend called to London by a writ or summons and were to indem- 
nify London Friends for any expense, such as bail, incurred on their 
behalf. 

By 1668, therefore, a nation-wide system of local and regional 
meetings, linked by correspondents with London, had been set up. 
In theory, at least, the system was democratic®? and from this time on- 
ward, Fox emphasized the responsibility of every Quaker for the wel- 
fare of the group. “Every man and woman that be heirs of the Gospel, 
they are heirs of this authority and the power of God which was before 
the Devil was ...”*4 ‘“The least member in the Church hath an office, 
and is serviceable and every member hath need one of another.’ 

As monthly meetings were established they were supplied from 
London with a summary of advices which had stood the test of nearly 
twenty years. One such manuscript survives, an unbound set of twelve 
folio pages entitled “A Book of several things relating to the service 
of Truth to be taken notice of at Monthly and Quarterly Meetings’’®®. 
It opens with a definition of “Truth” and proceeds to analyse “‘Circum- 
spection in the Truth”, and the treatment due to “such as are gone 
from Truth”. The final section headed “The Quakers’ Religion” ends 
with this rousing challenge: ‘“Come Papists, Protestants, Presbyters, 
and all the several Religions in the World; stand forth and bring your 
religion to this and compare them; see if they will hold weight and 
proportion.” 

It was not, however, Papists, Protestants or Presbyters who accepted 
the challenges indeed, they had little opportunity, for the advices were 
circulated privately in manuscript and among the faithful. It was an 
anonymous renegade Quaker who first gave public expression to the 
opposition which was gathering against the managing ways of George 
Fox and the coercive power of his monthly meetings, by publishing 
the “Canons and Institutions drawn up and agreed upon by the Quakers 
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CHURCH GOVERNMENT 


from all parts of the Kingdom at their New theatre in Gracechurch Street 
in or about January 1668/9, George Fox being their president.’ This 
was an ingeniously perverted version of Fox’s paper of advices which 
begins: “Friends’ fellowship must be in the Spirit.’’8? 

George Fox’s racy original conveys much more vividly than does 
Thomas Ellwood’s amended version of 1698 the pre-occupations of 
the godly and the delinquent in 1669.°* Every meeting in the country 
is to send two or three representatives to the general or quarterly 
meeting which will appoint visitors to labour with apostates. Delin- 
quents still in membership who “follow pleasure, drunkenness, and 
gaming, and are not faithful in their callings, but run into debt” are to 
be visited. Next come disorderly marriages, followed by instructions 
to widows who remarry to treat their late husband’s children fairly. 
Widows who have to fend for themselves are to be set up in trade “and 
encouraged in their outward business, that there be not any hindrance 
to them in their spiritual growth.” The sixth paragraph opens with 
a tremendous denunciation of “such as marry by the priests of Baal, 
who are the rough hands of Esau, and fists of wickedness and bloody 
hands, who have had their hands in the blood of our brethren, and who 
cause all this banishment, and have spoiled so many of their goods, 
casting into prison and keeping many hundreds at this day.” It is 
characteristic of the patience and persistence of these early Quakers 
that even such delinquents were to be disowned only if they were 
still unrepentant after four visits. 

Next the fallen angels “who wears their hats when Prdentts prays, 
and are gotten into the old rotten principle of the ranters . . . must be 
cut off by the sword of the Spirit of the Lord.”®® The eighth advice is 
constructive; the general meeting is to adjust the unequal burden of 
supporting poor Friends, more fortunate meetings helping the op- 
pressed. Four paragraphs follow dealing with the weaknesses character- 
istic of sinners and of saints. First come “all men that hunt after women, 
from woman to woman; and also all women whose affections run 
sometimes after one man and soon after another, which makes more 
like Sodom than saints.” ‘Those who get money of Friends in by- 
places are to be stopped and judged, “‘as there is a woman, tall in her 
person and freckled in her face, and also one John Harding, who are 
for judgment.” Tale-carriers, back-biters and those of the saints who 
fall into differences are to be eldered, “‘that the house may be cleansed 
of all that is contrary to purity, virtue and light.’ The remaining 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


advices are positive. Children are to be trained in sobriety and holi- 
ness, to be lowly and modest in apparel and carriage, so that they may 
be a blessing rather than a curse to their ageing parents. Quakers 
everywhere are to buy convenient burying-places and fence them well, 
to judge the spiritual “Sodomites, Egyptians and Canaanites”’. 

There must be convenient books for registering births, marriages 
and burials ‘as the holy men of God did of old”, and an account of all 
sufferings sent up to London “that nothing of the memorial of the 
blood and cruel sufferings of your brethren be lost, which shall stand 
as a testimony against the murdering spirit of the World.” The wives 
and families of all poor prisoners are to be cared for and prisoners 
themselves are to be encouraged in their sufferings. 

This epistle marks the opening of a new phase in Quaker church 
government. Quaker monthly meeting clerks copied it into their 
minute books as a fitting prologue to their records, which, begun in 
1669, continue unbroken today. It is in the minute books of all the 
London meetings. and has been found in Dorset, Gloucestershire, 
Warwickshire, Lancashire and Westmorland.” The circulation of these 
“canons” was the occasion of the bitter controversy about church 
authority between the defenders of good order and those they des- 
cribed as “the writers of clamorous, jeering pamphlets and other works 
of darkness’, which is discussed in the next chapter. ‘The establishment 
of separate women’s meetings, strenuously advocated and vigorously 
undertaken by Fox, was also widely resented, and stiffened the opposi- 


tion to his “heavenly order”. Where they were founded, they carried 


through work of such great value to the society that it is reserved for 
fuller treatment than can be given here in a brief outline.”! 

The decade after 1670 is marked by the establishment in 1673 of the 
meeting. of ministers as a meeting of record, by the foundation of the 
“meeting for sufferings” which is still the executive committee of the 
Society, and by vi consolidation by 1680 of the yearly meeting in 
London. 

Gerrard Fobetts, wine-cooper at the sign of i Fleur-de-luce in 
Little Thomas Apostle, had from the earliest years welcomed travelling 
Quaker ministers to his home when they were in the City. From 1670 
onwards they met regularly on Sunday mornings before dispersing to 
the London meetings*? and in 1675 they minuted that “all Friends in 
and about the City that have a public testimony for God, or ministry, 
do meet with the Brethren on every first-day and second-day morning 
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when they can; otherwise to send a note to the meetings signifying 
what meetings they intend to be at on first-days.’’"3 

Their responsibilities were much wider than the organization and 
oversight of the spoken ministry. They regularly passed manuscripts 
for the press, and, with equal regularity rejected others; at successive 
meetings a book by Margaret Fox and a paper by George Fox were 
turned down, which provoked Fox to write: “I was not moved to set 
up that meeting to make orders against the reading of my papers.’”44 
The writings ofadversaries and apostates weresought out and answered. 
It was to the Morning Meeting that Friends throughout the country 
looked for guidance as, for example, when the northern Quakers asked 
them to arbitrate in the controversy with the separatists John Wilkin- 
son and John Story.** Its members were also concerned in political 
activity and organized deputations to peers and members of Parliament 
likely to exert.a moderating influence in the country. In 1675 the 
Morning Meetings convened the first assembly of the “meeting for 
sufferings” which, within half a century, was to oust it from its function 
as weekly executive committee of the Society. 

Suffering had been the lot of many Quakers in Commonwealth 
days, not only in England but also for instance in Rome, Jerusalem and 
Boston, and many meetings treasured in their records letters from those 
who died in prison or were martyred.** From 1660 onwards the 
records of sufferings were sent up from the county meetings for suffer- 
ings to London*? where Ellis Hookes, the clerk to the Quakers, analysed 
them. His task was formidable for he had tc set in order a vast collec- 
tion of miscellaneous information sent in on loose sheets of papers, 
often without any indication of authorship or origin. In 1672 he was 
obliged to send out an appeal to Friends “‘to be exact and brief in draw- 
ing up their sufferings in each county, with times, names and causes,’’48 
but before he died in 1681 he had convinced the Quakers of the im- . 
portance of neat and accurate returns, the earliest of the forty-four 
volumes of Quaker “sufferings” remaining as a monument to his 
devotion.” 

By 1675 the plan suggested in 1668 by which each county general 
meeting appointed two correspondents to consult with London Friends 
willing to act for them had produced so much business that a conference 
was called to organize the work. The Quakers from the country who 
met with those of the City that autumn also discussed how far it was 
right to seek a legal remedy for their sufferings and decided that it was 
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tight to lay detailed accounts before the King and Parliament and to 
seek redréss by “such means as consist with the unity of Friends and 
their own peace and satisfaction”. This clause was inserted as an answer 
to the arguments of William Dewsbury and Isaac Penington who 
believed it right to accept sentences of imprisonment passively.5? A 
permanent committee of twelve Friends was set up to meet quarterly 
on the Friday preceding’ each Law term; they were chosen in pairs 
from the six London monthly meetings and were to meet with as many 


of the Morning Meeting of ministers as were free. Each county . 


quarterly. meeting was instructed to appoint a representative who could 
attend these meetings when urgent business required discussion in 
London. The country Quakers undertook to bear their share of the 
heavy expenses to be incurred in printing the records of sufferings, 
which were to be completed by an account of “what eminent judgments 
did fall upon the persecutors.” Friends in need of advice about points 
of law were to write to London for “a resolve both as to sure cases 
wherein they may have relief, and wherein they may not, that they 
may not remain in a groundless or uncertain expectation.’ 

The decisions of this meeting were to have an importance far beyond 
its immediate occasion. From 1675 onwards the Quakers fought 
persecution with the help of able barristers and were insensibly led 
into activity in courts of law which so absorbed the time and energy 
of some of their best spirits that Fox sent a letter of caution in 1689 
to several leading Friends.** In 1685 he had written: “I saw the Law- 
yers black, their black robe as a puddle, and like unto a black pit, 
almost covered over with blackness”;5* in 1683 he himself sent down 
into the country a letter of advice set out to resemble a counsel’s 
~ opinion.®4 It is probable that Thomas Corbett’s successful defence of 
George Fox before Lord Chief Justice Hale when he was released 
from a sentence of praemunire on February 12th, 1675, was an im- 
portant factor in the decision to use the resources of the Law to the 
full to counter the blows of the persecutor. 

In 1676 the organization of the Meeting for Sufferings was greatly 
improved. At the meeting preceding each term each county was to be 
represented by a London correspondent who, with the twelve rep- 
resentatives previously appointed and any ministers who were free to 
attend made a numerous and impressive gathering. They divided 
themselves into four groups, each of which undertook to act for three 
months at a time as the weekly executive committee, They met at 
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eleven o’clock every Friday morning and absentees were expected to 
send a written apology for absence. The responsibility for initiating 
the discussion of problems coming up from the counties lay with the 
London correspondents who were instructed to send expeditious 
answers conveying the considered opinion of the meeting and its legal 
advisers. 

In this way was established in 1676 a weekly national executive 
committee, served by a full-time secretary, Ellis Hookes, and several 
assistants, actively supported by three dozen City men, each of whom 
kept in touch with the affairs of a county quarterly meeting. From its 
first meeting, the committee was advised by one of its number, a very 
capable lawyer, Thomas Rudyard, who consulted eminent counsel in 
cases of difficulty. By their efforts hundreds of Quakers were rescued 
from their persecutors and the unhappiness of hundreds more was made 
bearable by the knowledge that these devoted men were working week 
by week for their relief. The fifteen volumes of minutes which cover 
the first thirty years of the work of the Meeting for Sufferings are a. 
monument to the patience, the persistence and the warm-heartedness - 
of a group of very busy men who gave up many hours a week to 
help unknown men and women throughout England and beyond 
seas. 

The Quaker yearly meeting has been held without a break since 
1668, although full records go back only to 1672. As the development 
of the meeting during the critical years up to 1680 has been described 
by Braithwaite, it will be sufficient to say here that by that date it was 
firmly established as the authoritative body in the Quaker church. Its 
finances were by that date in order and ample funds came in from the 
subordinate meetings to support a vigorous missionary movement, 
and a well-planned propaganda service and to pay the expenses of 
attendance at Court, in Parliament and in Courts of law for the relief 
of Quaker sufferers. Its epistles were distributed by correspondents _ 
at forty-two local centres in the country who were responsible also for 
collecting records of the early missioners and of the sufferings of the 
Quakers by a score of statutes. 

The death of Ellis Hookes, the recording clerk, in the autumn of 
1681, marks the end of a chapter in Quaker church history. He had 
been since 1653 the salaried secretary to the Quakers in London but 
he had been a good deal more than a clerk. He planned the recording 
of the activities of “The First Publishers of ‘Truth’® and edited the 
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great mass of “sufferings” later published by Joseph Besse; he wrote 
vigorously in defence of Truth and edited several Quaker journals. 
He gave himself unsparingly for twenty-eight years, leaving on his 
death at the age of fifty-one, a beautiful letter for London Quakers in 
which he expressed the hope that separatists who were sincere might 
be restored to the fellowship. 

The formative period in the history of the Quaker society continued 
up to the distribution in 1738 of manuscript copies of “‘Christian and 
Brotherly Advices”. Hitherto, a succession of clerks to local meetings 
had with more or less success preserved a miscellaneous collection of 
printed and manuscript epistles, some written by the “‘First Publishers 
of Truth” in the fifties of the preceding century. Many had been mis- 
laid, others were irretrievably lost, and the blank spaces of yet others 
had been used by schoolboys for exercises in penmanship and elemen- 
tary arithmetic or by economical Quaker tradesmen for casting their 
accounts.*® In 1738, however, each meeting for church affairs had at 
its disposal, at a cost of fifty shillings, a copy of “Christian and Brother- 
ly Advices given forth from time to time by the Yearly Meetings in 
London, alphabetically digested under proper heads,’ The table of 
contents began with Appeals, Arbitrations, Books, and passed by way 
of Mourning, Negroes and Oaths, to Tombstones, Trading and 
Yearly Meeting. 

In a folio volume of under four hundred pages there was room for 
only the leading minutes of the yearly meetings since the middle six- 
teen hundred and seventies, and for various reasons the volume was 
not, as was claimed, “‘an abstract of the several minutes and rules which 
have been made ever since we were a people.” 

This issue of the Book of Extracts, as it was called, is the prototype 
of a long series, of which the first printed edition appeared in 1783. 
The modern title Book of Discipline, which dates from 1834, obscures 
the central purpose of the book and is less true to the peculiar genius 
of Quakerism than the original title “Christian and Brotherly Advices”. 


NOTES 


1 Epistle from Balby General Meeting, 1656, from the Register book of Todmorden _ 
Monthly Meeting, at Somerset House. 

* e.g. The Swarthmore MSS., a collection in seven volumes of about fourteen hundred 
original seventeenth-century letters, papers, etc., once preserved at Margaret Fox’s home, 
Swarthmore Hall, now in the Friends Reference Library. 

* Boswell Middleton MS., p. 26. 
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4 Swarthmore MSS., III, 19. 

> Portfolio XXXVI, 19. 

® See Chapter rv. 

7 Swarthmore MSS., II, 17. 

* Register Book 792, Todmorden Monthly Meeting, Somerset House, cf. A. R. Barclay, 
Letters etc. of Early Friends (1841), pp. 277-82. 

® Swarthmore MSS., II, 95. cf. Epistle 131 in 4 Collection of Epistles (1698), p. 102. 

10 Epistles (1698), p. 104. 

“For there is Difference betwixt Friends going into the World, and of coming among 
them that are come to Silent Meetings, and to feed there for that which may be seasonable 
to the World, may not be to them.” 3 

41 Portfolio XXXVI, 140 B; on the back of this very important letter are two dated 
notes of Richard Farnsworth’s acceptance of the commission, one of which reads: “‘. . . 
the word of the Lord came unto me saying ‘I have appointed thee to stay in these northern 
parts to order and rule amongst Friends, and to-see that order is kept.’ ” 

12 Portfolio XXXVI, 3. 

13 See Chapter tv. 

44 MS. Sundry Ancient Epistles, pp. 19-29. cf. A. R. Barclay, Lezters etc. of Early 
Friends (1841), pp. 287-310. 

15 See Chapter 11, p. 23 et seq. ; 

16 There is in the Etting Collection of MSS. belonging to the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, a letter of George Fox to Anthony Pearson, dated 1674, 
which suggests that he hoped to bring him back to the Quaker fellowship; the letter 
begins, “Ah, Dear Anthony, consider the mercies of the Lord, and the days of thy 
youth, the beginning of Truth, the principle of God in thee. .. .” According to D.N.B., 
Pearson died in 1670. 

- 17 Portfolio XVI, 3. See Epistles from the Yearly Meeting of Friends (1858), Vol. I, 
Pp. XXxv. 

18 Register Book 198, Somerset House. 

19 See Chapter 1, p. 21. 

20 Norwich MSS., Vol. I, 17. ix. 1662. 

*1 Letter cxiii in A. R. Barclay, Letters., etc., of Early Friends (1841), p. 319. 

22 Thid., p. 320. 

23 Cambridge Journal, II, p. 103. 

*4 Thid., p. 110. 

25 For membership in the Society of Friends see Chapter 111, p. 43. 

°6 Based on an analysis of all appointments to committees in Bristol Men’s Meeting, 
1667-1704. E 

2? The following note was added to the minutes of the first meeting of Bridport 
Monthly Meeting: “Note that at this meeting was our Dear Friend and Elder Brother in 
the Truth, George Fox, who was then travelling through the nation (being moved of the 
Lord thereunto) in order to the settling of both Monthly and Quarterly Meetings amongst 
Friends in their respective Counties, which work the Lord blest and prospered in his 
hands, whereby the Churches of Christ came to be established in the good order and 
Discipline of the Truth to their mutual comfort and Edification therein.” MS, Minute 
Book of Bridport M.M., Vol. I, at Friends’ Meeting House, Mere, Wilts. 

28 Cambridge Journal, II, pp. 111-14. ; 

29 B.S. Snell, ed.: The Minute Book of the Monthly Meeting for the Upperside of Bucks, 
1669-90 (1937). 

30 Portfolio XXXVI, 31. 

31 Windsor and Maidenhead M.M. minutes, 16, viii. 1668. 

32 MS. Book of Cases, Vol. I, p. 2. ; 

83 The conflict between the advocates of group authority and of individual freedom 
is discussed in Chapter 11. 

*4 Cambridge Journal, II, p. 128. 

39 Epistles (1698), p. 290. : 

36 Loose pages at the beginning of the earliest minute book of Devonshire House 
monthly Meeting. 
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3? The copy which Dr. Norman Penney supposed to be the official Quaker version 
proves, on careful examination, to be the opponent’s version minus its title page and 
introduction. cf. Cambridge Journaé, Vol. II, p. 416. : 

88 See the original MS. in the Bevan-Naish collection; a photostat copy, with a tran- 
script and notes by the author, is in the Friends’ Reference Library. The ‘advices’ are 
printed in Appendix C, p. 177. : 

cf. A Collection of Many Select and Christian Epistles of George Fox (1698), pp. 276-93. 

#9 See Chapter 1, p. 18. 

40 Some clerks, showing, greater independence, cast the advices into the form of 


questions; the Wainfleet register includes such queries as: “Whether such Friends as be: 


poor be in present necessity>”’ (Register Book 8258, Somerset House). The clerk added 
this advice: “Let the Meeting beware of meddling with particulars about trifles.” 

41 See Chapter vitr.. : 

#2 Cambridge Journal, Vol. I, p. 156. 

43 Minutes of the Second-day morning meeting, Vol. I, 17. iii. 1675. 

44 Swarthmore MSS., V, 9. 

46 See Chapter 11, p. 25. : 

46 See Register Book 1270, Richmond Monthly Meeting, for letters from Charles 
Taylor and William Robinson, the latter endorsed: ‘“The 23rd day of the fifth month was 
this given forth, and he suffered the 27th of the same month at Boston in New England, 
1659.” cf. Alexander Parker’s letter printed in Cambridge Journal, Vol. II, 376. 

47 See minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 14. 

48 MS. minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. I, p. 8; see the Mansfield Book of Suffer- 
ings, 1675, and the Journal of the Friends Historical Society, Vol. V, pp. 13-16, for an 
example of his instructions. 

39 See the Journal of the Friends Historical Society, Vol. 1, p. 15. cf. Joseph Besse, The 
Sufferings of the People called Quakers (1753). ; 

60 Bristol MSS., Vol. I, 17. 

51 MS. minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. I, p. 26. See Chapter v1 passim. 

52 This would appear to be the purpose of the letter recorded in H. J. Cadbury, Annual 
Catalogue of George Fox’s Papers (1939), p- 197- i 

58 George Fox, The Law of God (1658). 

54 Book of Cases, Vol. I, pp. 141-2. “A Case proposed about a breach made by one 
Party upon an engagement or contract in order to marriage, etc., with two queries 
thereupon answered, 28. iii. 1683”, signed by George Fox. 

55 Edited by Dr. Norman Penney and published in 1907. 

56 For numerous examples see the Bevan-Naish collection of MSS. at Woodbrooke, 
Birmingham. ~ 

57 A second manuscript edition was sent out in 1762. Printed editions, with varying: 
titles, 1783, 1802, 1834, 1861, 1883, etc., see W. C. Braithwaite, The Second Period of 
Quakerism (1921), p. 377» J. S. Rowntree, Yorkshire Quarterly Meeting of Friends, 
1650-1900, pp. 12-13. For the purposes of the present work [ have used the manuscript 
copy, written in 1757 by Joseph Ault, in the Bevan-Naish Library at Woodbrooke, 
Birmingham (MS. 1307). 
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CHAPTER TWO 


INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND 
GROUP AUTHORITY 


“The right co-ordination of the spiritual guidance of the individual 
with the spiritual discernment of the community occasioned the chief 
internal difficulties of early Quakerism.’ 


a ia: sects which flourished during the interregnum may be divided 
into those in which membership involved the acceptance of 
external authority and conformity to propositions and articles, and 
those which rejected all such systems of discipline. The Episcopalian 
held to the Thirty-nine Articles, and the. Presbyterian to the West- 
minster Confession and the Directory”, and even the Independent 
might refer to Robert Browne’s discipline,’ while the Seekers, the 
Familists, the Muggletonians, the Ranters and the Quakers were tied 
by no such bonds. It is true that acceptance of a discipline did not 
always involve to an equal degree the submission of the individual to 
the authority of the group, but, among the Puritans generally, the ideal 
of the holy community did imply conformity to the authority of the 
saints. Thus Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Independent alike looked 
to an external authority, whether priest, presbytery or pastor and 
people. 

The Seekers, from whom in the main the Quakers derive, rejected 
all these competing systems, not in the least because they approved of 
anarchy but because the authoritarian temper was ill-suited to their 
genuine humility. A certain John Jackson wrote of them in 1651:4 
“Expressing their deep sense of the want of what they enjoy not, 
behaving themselves as persons having neither power nor gift to go 
one before another by way of eminency or authority; but as sheep 
unfolded and as soldiers unrallied, waiting for a time of gathering and 
restitution to the knowledge of what as yet they understand not; the 
attainment of this is the end of their seeking, and to this they stir up 
and provoke one another, and herein they desire to be found, hoping 
firmly to the end.” He adds that the Seekers are eager students of the 
Bible, on which they model their private devotional life, their public 
‘ meetings for worship and their simple system of poor relief. It is clear 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


that while the Seekers accepted, as did their contemporaries, the ideal 
of the holy community based on personal faith and personal religious 
experience, they differed from the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, 
and the Independents in that they could discover no form of church 
government which could claim divine origin. Humphry Ellis, a 
sympathetic critic, wrote of them that “they do deny that there is any 
true ministry, churches, sacraments or any to be, till some extraordinary 
person, or persons, be immediately sent of Christ, as apostles, for 
restoring of them.” 

When George Fox came among them in 1652,® he found companies 
of people who were seeking a vivid personal experience of religious 
conviction which should be authenticated by the Scriptures. Their 
acceptance of him as leader at the general meeting of seeking and 
religiously inclined people at Preston Patrick chapel is vividly des- 
cribed in Thomas Camm’s account written sixty years later from his 
recollection of “that blessed and glorious day” when, as a schoolboy 
of twelve, he had heard George Fox preach for the first time.? The 
origin of the exhausting conflict between the champions of individual 
freedom on one hand and of corporate authority on the other can only 
be understood if it is realized that the Quaker fellowship was originally 
fused together by fervent enthusiasm in a common discipleship which — 
seemed at first to need no external authority; ideally its discipline was 
self-discipline. wing 

The first successes and the first failures of the Quakers followed 
alike from their denial of the rigid Calvinist doctrine of election. 
Their preaching of the inner light of Christ “which lighteth every man 
‘coming into the world” brought release to many seekers burdened by 
a sense of inevitable damnation, but its primary appeal to an inner 
assurance of salvation laid it open to abuse by any canting hypocrite 
who could master the Quaker diction.8 There was no lack of such men 
and women among the genuine seekers and honest but muddle-headed 
sentimentalists in the religious societies during the Commonwealth. 
Asa good deal of the strength of the infant Quaker society was sapped 
in throwing off the infection of ranterism and as even a man of Richard 
Baxter’s eminence all his life considered the Quakers a species of Ranter, 
“though turned from horrid profaneness and blasphemy to a life of 
extreme austerity on the other side,” it is important to trace the con- 
fusion to its source. : 

The Ranters were flourishing before the Quakers were heard of and 
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INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND GROUP AUTHORITY 


by 1650 were so serious a menace in England, “even to the dissolution 
of all humane society”, that the existing laws were not thought 
adequate to control them. A special ordinance which described with 
gusto their monstrous opinions and abominable practices was passed, 
and threatened offenders with banishment on a second conviction. 
Ranterism may be described as the logical deduction from the Calvinist 
doctrine of election, and is summed up in a favourite text “What doth 
holiness save, or ungodliness destroy?”!2 Since deliberate pursuit 
either of goodness or of evil was held to make no difference to the 
ultimate verdict, some men and women, released from conventional 
restraints by the confusion of civil war, followed their animal imp ulses, 
assured by itinerant preachers that their actions were sanctioned by _ 
Scripture.1$ Since both Quakers and Ranters “‘set up a teaching. of the 
Spirit within themselves,’’* since both talked of the ending of sin 
(and were equally given to enthusiasms and revelations), it is not 
surprising that many Ranters joined the Quakers under the impression 
that both shared 2 beliefin the freedom of the individual from authority. 

George Fox and his friends soon disabused them. The Quakers 
were sure, for instance, that their “openings” tallied with the Scrip- 
tures!5 whereas those of the Ranters did not. The Quakers did not on 
this account abandon the Ranters in their ignorance but evangelized 
successfully among the rank and’ file, though they failed among the 
leaders who, as George Fox dryly observed, “had been so loose in 
their lives that they began to be weary of it and had thought to have 
gone into Scotland to have lived privately.”4® By 1655, the Quaker 
societies had among their members many former Seekers who disliked 
external authority and exalted individual freedom and many former 
Ranters who had recently been rescued from naked individualism .!” 

It is against this background that we can best understand both how 
James Nayler’s messianic entry into Bristol in 1656 was possible and 
why it stirred George Fox to such bitter condemnation. Nayler had 
gained widespread popularity as the chief Quaker missionary in 
London, both by his great skill in controversy with the “professors” 
and by his attractive manner when discussing theology with ladies in 
high circles.18 He became rather vain and fell under the influen ce of 
several women of unbalanced enthusiasms and was not strong-m inded 
enough to deal as firmly with one of them, Martha Simmonds , as her 
unprofitable ministry required. He set out on a ministerial tour to 
Bristol in July 1656, attended by two men and two women who paid 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


him the extravagant homage which they conceived to be due to a 
prophet.!° At Bristol Martha Simmonds burdened the local Quakers 
with the unhelpful ministry she had inflicted on those in London, but 
the Bristol Friends succeeded in separating the sheep from the goats 
and packed Nayler off to Launceston in the company of two reliable 
men to see George Fox, who was worried by reports of the extravagant 
progress to Bristol. They were arrested at Okehampton, however, 
for travelling without passes and Nayler, after fasting for a month and 
while still separated by imprisonment from his evil genius, seemed to 
realize the danger of exaltation. Unfortunately she visited him in 
Exeter prison and persuaded him that in wishing to censure him, Fox 
was inspired by an unworthy desire to be rid of a dangerous rival, and 
his sense of his own mission was enhanced by the miraculous recovery 
at his hands of Dorcas Erbury who was thought to be dead. 

When Fox visited the prisoners on his release from Launceston, 
Nayler and his friends showed their disapproval of him by keeping 
their hats on when he prayed, a precedent followed for many years by 
those who disliked him. Fox admits that Nayler wished to be recon- 
ciled to him, but says that he was moved of the Lord to slight Nayler.?° 
The quarrel spread, the Quakers in London took sides and the unity 
of the fellowship was threatened very seriously. The fault was certainly 
not all on one side and it is impossible to convict Nayler’s female 
supporters of unique extravagance for, if Hannah Stranger wrote to 
him as “thou fairest of ten thousand, thou only begotten son of God”’,”4 
even Margaret Fell claimed for Fox that he had been given a name 
“better than every name, to which every knee must bow.”** Nayler 
and his companions were released from Exeter prison and reached 
Bristol on their way to London on October 24th, 1656. As they passed 
through Bedminster leading Nayler on horse-back, the half-dozen men 
and women sang ‘“‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth” and by the 
time they reached the High Cross a crowd had gathered. The magis- 
trates promptly imprisoned the little company. At the examination 
next day, Nayler explained that his entry into Bristol was intended as 
a symbol of the coming of Christ as a living reality,* a position he 
- maintained before the committee of the House of Commons which in- 
vestigated the charge of blasphemy a month later. There was little hope 
of escape from the most rigorous penalties short of death, in a House 
of Commons which was predominantly Presbyterian, for very few 
shared the tolerant attitude of Major-General Lambert who described 
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INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND GROUP AUTHORITY 


Nayler, from personal knowledge, as “a man of a very unblamable 
life and conversation, a member of a very sweet society of an Inde- 
pendent Church.”*4 Nayler was found guilty of blasphemy and, 
though the. proposal that he should be executed was defeated, it was 
resolved, quite illegally,* that he should be pilloried, whipped and 
branded and a hole burned through his tongue. During the imprison- 
ment which followed the grim punishment, Nayler came to see and 
repent of the mischief he had wrought, and through the mediation of 
William Dewsbury, he and Fox were finally reconciled. 

It has been necessary to deal at some length with this episode, which 
covered at most one year out of the eight during which Nayler was an 
outstanding minister, because it throws a flood of light on the problem 
of authority which more continuously than any other occupied the 
Quaker society for the next half-century and the solution of which 
determined its character for two hundred years. It may be defined in 
these terms: What are the limits within which an individual member of 
a Christian fellowship may, against the weight of opinion of others, 
follow what he takes to be the leadings of conscience? | 

After the nation-wide scandal of Nayler’s fall which had encouraged 
the ranter element, divided the fellowship into hostile camps and 
brought the cause into disrepute, some limitation of individual aber- 
ration was clearly needed. In view of the restriction of authority to 
the national leaders advocated by Robert Barclay twenty years later, 
it is instructive to notice that the ministers whe issued the epistle from 
Balby?* in November 1656, while Nayler was being examined before 
the House of Commons committee, were careful to disclaim explicitly 
any personal authority for the disciplinary advices which they issued 
“but based their claim to give guidance upon their own possession of 
the Spirit of Truth and upon the witness of the Spirit in the hearts. of 
those they addressed. They took the position of inspired leaders, not 
of spiritual superiors.”?? The same view of church authority was set 
out by the Durham leaders in their letter to the general meeting of the 
North in 1659, in which they express the hope “‘that none exercise any 
authority but such to whom it is freely given in the Lord for the good 
of the body, wherein is the Power, not over, but in, the body.”8 

The unresolved conflict between the champions of individual guid- 
ance and those of corporate authority was placarded next by the 
controversy between Fox and John Perrot®® who, on his return from 
Rome, gathered round him many sympathizers, among them Isaac 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Penington, Thomas Ellwood, Richard Davies and Charles Lloyd. He 
had suffered in the bedlam at Rome, where he had gone to convert the 
Pope,*° but his success in telling his story when he came back so turned 
his head that he decided to show his greater spirituality and his free- 
dom from contemporary ways of worship by keeping on his hat 
during prayer in meetings for worship.*! It would have been wiser to 
allow the poor man his‘idiosyncrasy but Fox, recognizing Nayler’s 
standard of revolt, was scandalized and set about stamping out the 
heresy.* 
During the campaign which followed, Isaac Penington a oe 
an exposition of what has proved to be the solution of the problem of 
freedom and authority. Its message was overlooked, possibly because 
it was written by one ot Perrot’s sympathizers and a fifty-year feud 
followed which seriously weakened the Society at the time and set it on 
a wrong course for two centuries. Penington sets out. his answer in 
his gentle and persuasive manner in a tract written in protest against 
the martyrdom of William Robinson and Marmaduke Stephenson in 
Boston.*? He traces all mischiefs in the Church to a desire to exercise 
authority, the inseparable companion of spiritual pride, and recom- 
mends as a cure the dedication of all spiritual gifts to the service of 
the meanest member of the fellowship. To the authoritarian who asks: 
“Ts everyone to do what he will, to be subject to his own fancies and 


imaginations, to the inventions of his own corrupt heart?” Penington ° 


replies that when, as in a meeting for worship, the Spirit moves in 
anyone to speak, the same Spirit moves in the others to be subject and 
give way; “and so everyone keeping to his own measure in the Spirit, 
here can be no disorder, but true subjection of every spirit; and where 
this is wanting, it cannot be supplied by any outward rule or order 
set up in the Church by common consent.” His ideal for the Church 
may be likened to a modern school class run on the “Dalton” plan, 
“everyone learning their own lesson, performing their own peculiar 
service, and knowing, owning and loving one another in their several 
places ced different performances to their Master, to whom they are 
to give ae oa and not quarrel with one another about their different 
practices.’ 

Where b zaps Je was tender and patient, Fox was confident and 
managing, and the history of the next half-century would have been 
happier if “remembering how prone the fleshly part is to make haste, 
and how dangerous that haste is”, the builder of the Quaker Society 
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INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND GROUP AUTHORITY 


“had not been forward to press his knowledge or practices upon others 


but rather had waited patiently till the Lord fitted them for the receiving 
thereof.” Penington saw that true freedom and real authority could 
come only through individual responsiveness to the spirit of Christ, 
and concluded: “The unity being thus kept, all will come into one 
outwardly also at length, as the Light grows in everyone and as every- 
one grows into the Light; but this must be patiently waited for from 
the hand of God, who hath the right way of effecting it and who alone 
can do it.” 

Penington’s thesis is admirably illustrated by the practice of the 
Quakers in seeking the united “sense of the meeting” in their conduct 
of meetings for the Church affairs, as recommended by Edward 
Burrough.** As the method has been used successfully for nearly three 
centuries and as all other religious bodies rely on voting,** it seems 
worth while to describe briefly the current Quaker procedure. 

In a Quaker business meeting the normal debating procedure of 
motion, amendment and decision by majority vote is not used. After 
a period of waiting, a subject is introduced by a Friend, either as his 
personal “concern’’, or as that of a committee he represents, or else on 
a minute from another meeting. ‘The Clerk, who is both chairman and 
secretary, embodies in the minute he subsequently drafts those points 
in the discussion which have won general support and, if this is ap- 
proved, it is recorded as the decision or “sense” of the meeting. The 
Clerk does not reach his decision by counting heads, but by judging 
the weight of each speaker, a compound of his standing and his argu- 
ments. When opinion is so much divided that the Clerk cannot find 
a formula which will command the assent of the meeting as a body, a 
small representative committee is appointed to draft an agreed minute; 
if this procedure fails, discussion is postponed. 

Acute party spirit ahd the bitterness of defeated minorities are alike 
avoided and decisions once reached are loyally accepted by the whole 
group. When tension is acute, a wise Clerk or.some other Friend will 


_ask for a period of silence in which the meeting is recalled to a sense 


of divine dependence. The method works more slowly than normal 
procedure, and compromise is more frequent, but it is surprisingly 
simple and sure in practice. 

The ideal of agreement through free debate in congregation and in 
Parliament came into special prominence during the seventeenth cen- 


~ tury®?, but, with the exception of the Quakers, decision by majority 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


vote appears to have been the normal precedure. It seems most prob- 
able that the Quaker procedure was first practised among the Seekers 
who, in their genuine humility, “having neither the power nor the gift 
to go one before another by way of eminency or authority”, would 
provide the ideal training ground for the practice of following the 
sense of the meeting. Edward Burrough’s letter to London Quakers 
in 1662** shows that the.procedure was not then firmly established, for 
he recommends that “deciding affairs by the greater vote” should 
have no place in their meetings, but after 1670 when the national 
system of monthly meetings was established, voting seems never to 
have been used.%® It would be interesting to discover whether the 
Quaker method was copied from an earlier sect and whether it was 
imitated and became prevalent elsewhere. 

Penington’s solution to the problem of co-ordinating individual 
spiritual guidance with the spiritual discernment of the fellowship 
mentioned above was not adopted and the history of. the Quaker 
Society is marked from this time onwards by an emphasis on external 
discipline and a corresponding recession of life. The onus lies, in part, 
on the less responsible followers of John Perrot who, misunderstanding 
Penington’s insistence on sensitiveness to the guidance of God, dis- 
couraged all meetings held “without the immediate leadings of the” 
Spirit of the Lord.” Fox, Dewsbury and Farnsworth helped to end 
this mystical anarchy each in his own way. Fox was not tender to 
errant individuals who imperilled the stability of the fellowship, and 
treated Perrot as a lost soul. He records in his Journal that he “turned 
a swearer, and a drunkard and so died’’,*? not realizing, we may hope, 
that his own unsympathetic attitude may have been responsible in 
part for the loss of an imaginative and charming person. Dewsbury 
tried to dissuade Perrot from propagating his ideas, feeling that he 
would “wound more hearts and cause more trouble of spirit amongst 
the tender-hearted people of the Lord than when temptation entered 
dear James Nayler.’’4! Farnsworth wrote on behalf of the Quaker 
ministers assembled in London in 1666 the epistle*? which clearly 
marks a hardening of the temper of the instrument of discipline. He 
attacks those men within the fellowship who disparage dignities and 
despise church government. Perrot and his followers are accused of 
crying down ministry and organized meetings under a specious pre- 
tence of discouraging formalism, and Quakers everywhere are warned 
against allowing such people any place in the Church. For the future, 
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INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND GROUP AUTHORITY 


if any dispute arises over doctrine or practice within a congregation» 
the dissident minority is to be rejected as having erred from Truth: 
Moreover, since weak brethren may be hurt by listening to discussions 
of doubtful points, meetings are to be restricted to those ‘“‘who are of 
the household of faith.” It is perhaps not surprising that Farnsworth’s 
death a month later was taken by some of Perrot’s followers as a 
judgment of Providence upon the champion of formalism. 

The introduction over the next four years of Fox’s system of church 
government by monthly and quarterly meetings for discipline covering 
the while country*? was intended to level up the “conversation” of 
the rank and file to the standard of the leaders, with what success may 
be judged by the following chapters, but it is certain that concentration 
on conformity to the authority of the Church was accompanied by a 
decline in spiritual responsiveness. 

John Story and John Wilkinson led a powerful movement in oppo- 
sition to Fox which finally drew off large numbers of Quakers into 
open separation. Both men were among the First Publishers of Truth*! 
and often travelled together on missionary journeys in the south and 
west of England, where they were greatly beloved. They disliked 
Fox’s magisterial attitude which found expression in such minutes as 
the following, which was circulated from London in 1671: “George 
Fox did order that these things following might be observed by Friends 
at their Quarterly Meetings .’’45 In this particular case the advice is, 
on the whole, sound, though some may have thought it unnecessary 
to regulate conduct down to the prohibition of smoking in coffee- . 
houses, and it was the manner rather than the matter to which exception 
was taken. 

In May 1673 the tension was increased by the epistle sent down to 
the quarterly meetings from a meeting of ministers in London, which 
suggested that ‘‘a general care be not laid upon every member touching 
the good order and government in the Church’s affairs, nor have many 
travailled therein; . .. the Lord hath laid it more upon some, in whom 
he hath opened counsel for that end,—and particularly in our dear 
brother and God’s faithful labourer, George Fox—for the help of 
many; and God hath, in his wisdom, afforded these helps and govern- 
ments in the churches, which are not to be despised.”4° This was a 
direct challenge to the view held by the Seekers from among whom, 
twenty years before, Fox had gathered the Quaker Church in general, 
and John Story and John Wilkinson in particular, A month later 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


William Mucklow, “a certain ingenious Quaker’, published his pamph- 
let The Spirit of the Hat. It is both a plea for unity on the basis 
advocated in 1660 by Isaac Penington and an attack on the weekly 
meeting of ministers in London,'8 whose influence Mucklow compates, 
to its great disadvantage, with the spiritual ministry of the First 
Publishers of the Truth twenty years before. Unity consists for him 
in each one acting according. to his measure and growth in Truth, 
which since God has promised to write his law in each man’s heart, 
will lead into a genuine unity in the Spirit. The compulsion of 
“Foxonian-unity”, induced by the intimidation of the majority by a 
ruling group differs from papal control only in being rather less effect- 
ual. Mucklow dislikes the coercion of individual conscience by what 
the “Foxonions” call “the Power of God in Friends”, and sees no 
reason at all why a Quaker committee in London should have power 
over Friends in another place, “seeing all may be liable to have Christ 
the Light alike in and among them.’’® 

He maintains that the policy of the ministers has resulted in meetings 
for worship being, divided into hearers, who neglect the gift in them- 
selves, and loquacious ministers who monopolize the time to the ex- 

clusion of less forward but more refreshing speakers. The only hope 
the ordinary man has of being heard in a meeting for Church affairs 
lies in competition between the grandees, for the greatest part of the 
meeting signify no more than ciphers®® and young people cannot 
possibly express their minds freely. In appealing for an end of the 
spirit oflordship and exaltedness, Mucklow says with truth that “though 
you have reduced many to a sober life, the way to keep them and bring 
more into the same fold, is by mildness, not setting up a Lordly 
Judicature over the Conscience, for by this all Professions have been 
split before us.’’! 

The forces of order and good government were.represented by a 
lengthy tract®* written by Robert Barclay, an ardent young convert to 
Quakerism. His first-class theological training in Paris and his Calvin- 
ist upbringing, made it impossible for him to appreciate the point of 
view of north-country dalesmen who had sought beyond theology a 

more excellent way than Calvin’s. His relentless logic, starting from 

premises which they could not accept, led him to an emphasis on 

infallibility quite out of harmony with the Seeker temper. Barclay is 

disposed to think of church government in terms of censure and assumes 

that those who dislike authority must have departed from their ancient 
26 
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INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND GROUP AUTHORITY 


zeal. His model is the primitive Christian Church in which “apostles 
and elders came together to discuss matters, and came to a positive 
conclusion, and were bold to say that it pleased not only them but the 
Holy Ghost.” He commends St. Paul’s orders to the early Christians 
as “no other than the Spirit of God in themselves would have led them 
to, if they had been obedient.”®4 For him the Church is divided into 
leaders and led, into those who command in the interests of peace, 
order and unity, and those others who revere, honour and obey such 
as are set over them in the Lord. He is a Apcerinalte who applies the 
legal rules of civil society to the personal relations within a religious 
fellowship. It is true that he and Penington are united in seeking 
“pure unity in the Spirit,’>> but whereas Penington knew that genuine 
unity could only come slowly as the Light grew in individuals and as 
they grew towards the Light, he believed that unanimity should be 
achieved by excluding those who would not accept the unerring, 
infallible and certain judgment of the Spirit expressed by the Church.** 
Believing that infallible revelations of the will of God were given to 
the leaders in gospel times, he expects Quakers to accept submissively 
the directions of those who first gathered them, whom to disobey is 
both offensive and sinful.’ It is true that he does not wish to limit 
the Lord from using others, though this possibility must not be 


. thought to be “‘a sufficient warrant to allow every obscure member to 


stand up and offer to rule, judge and condemn the whole body.’ 

The ultimate choice in religion seems to him to lie between the 
clear revelation of the infallible judgment of the Spirit through the 
Church and the inconclusive battles of misty sceptics, “‘those blind 
men hitting at random.” He is quite sure that the Quakers have found 
a more solid, stable foundation than the “generality of those called 
Churches and, being never separated from Christ, walk in a more 
certain, steady and unerring path.” 

The authoritarian spirit prevailed and for four years after 1674, the 
representative yearly meeting in London was suspended.*® That the 
criticisms levelled by Story, Wilkinson and Mucklow reached their 
mark is clear from this passage in the epistle circulated by the ministers 
in 1675: “It is our sense, admonition and judgment . . . that no such 
slight and contemptible names and expressions be permitted among us, 
as calling men’s and women’s meetings, courts, sessions, synods; that 
they are popish inquisitions, useless and iharclenaarnie that faithful 
Friends’ papers are men’s edicts and canons; or embracing them, 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


bowing down to man; or elders in the services of the Church, popes or 
bishops . . .’’6° 

* Nevertheless, in 1676, the yearly meeting of ministers was careful 
to disclaim any personal authority, stating explicitly that “all the faith- 
ful men and women in every county, city and nation, whose faith 
stands in the power of God, have all right to the power of the meeting, 
for they be the heirs of the Poy er and Authority.”® When the country 
representatives met once more for their yearly meeting in 1678, the 
ministers sent them a special letter declaring that they utterly rejected 
“all power, authority and government in the Church of Christ that is 
not exercised in the holy power and free spirit of the Lord.” 

Quakers in many parts of the country felt, however, that the wound 
was too deep to heal, and the Society lost large numbers in the North 
and at Bristol, Reading and other places in the south where John Story 
and John Wilkinson first published Truth. Fox regarded the opposi- 
tion as a personal affront and wrote a violent epistle® against the 
separatists, warning the Church to have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness.64 From this time onwards the Quakers 
adopted as their slogan the text quoted by Fox in this epistle: “Study 
to be quiet”. 

It is impossible not to ict that the defenders both of individual 
freedom and of group authority had tried to work out together the 
implications of Isaac Penington’s pamphlet of 1660. It is true that 
John Story and John Wilkinson did check the narrow conception of 
corporate authority for which Barclay stood, but in attacking Foxonion 
unity they undermined the spiritual sp of the travelling minis- 
ters on which it depended and condemned the Society for two centuries 
to the rule of mediocre elders. A quarter of a century of violent contro- 
versy within the Society discredited the central teaching of the inner 
light of Christ, and the unscrupulous pamphleteering of Francis Bugg® 
and Charles Leslie, and the campaign of George Keith and the S.P.G, 
to convert the Quakers to Christianity made them over-cautious, from 
fear of incurring a change of unorthodoxy. 
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NOTES 


*W. C. Braithwaite, Spiritual Guidance in the Experience of the Society of Friends (1 909), 


p. Gr. 


cf. William Penn, An Address to Protestants (1679), p. 63. ‘Wilt thou be an Epis- 
copalian? then sign the Thirty-Nine Articles, Renounce the Covenant and Conform to 
the Discipline and Jurisdiction of the Church. Wilt thou be a Presbyterian? Embrace 
and keep the Covenant, subscribe the Westminster Confession and Directory: and so 
on to the end of every Society, that grounds Communion upon Conformity to such 
Propositions and Articles,” 

8A Book which sheweth the Life and Manners of all True Christians (first edition 
Middleburg, 1582). 

“ A Sober Word to a Serious People (1651,) p.3- 

5 Pseudo-christus (1650), p. 61. 

§ Cambridge Journal (1911), Vol. I, p. 42. 

° A Brief Account of the First Publishers of Truth in the County of Westmorland, by 
Thomas Camm; printed in N. Penney, The First Publishers of Truth (1907), p. 244. . 

8 For a glossary of Quaker words and phrases see the appendix to Charles Leslie, The 
Snake in the Grass Further Discovered (1698), pp. 303-26. 

® Richard Baxter, Reliquiae Baxterianae (1696), Vol. I, p. 77. 

10 C. H. Firth and R. S. Rait, Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum (1911), Vol. II, 
p. 409. See Arnold Lloyd, The Principles of the Ranters, in Notes and Queries (1946), 
Vol. 190, No. 7, pp. 139-41. 

1 Tbid., p. 411. 

12 As contemporary accounts of Ranterism are unreliable because written, for the most 
part, by horrified opponents, an objective statement of their tenets has to be reconstructed 
from such a refutation of a Ranter’s “paper” as Margaret Fell’s Testimony of the Touch- 
stone for all Professions and all Forms (1656). 

13 See, for example, Humphry Ellis, Pseudo-christus (1650); this tract is an account of 
the exploits of two Ranters, William Franklin and Mary Gadbury, written as a warning’ 
against accepting uncritically arguments from Scripture. 

14 Thid., p. 56. 

15 See, for example, Cambridge Journal, Vol. I, p. 9. 

16 Thid., Vol. I, p. 184. 

17 See Humphry Ellis, Pseudo-christus, p. 48. i 

18 See W. C. Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism (1923), pp. 241-78; two more 
recent studies, M. R. Brailsford, 4 Quaker from Cromwell's Army (1927), and Emilia 
Fogelklou-Norlind, James Nayler, the Rebel Saint (1931), both disparage George Fox. 
The best short account is-by Sir Charles Firth, The Last Years of the Protectorate (1909), 
Vol. I, p. 85, though it may be suggested that some expressions he used, such as ‘‘a 
triumphant entry”, should be modified. 

19 2 Kings iv. 27, 37. 

20 Cambridge Journal, Vol. I, p. 244, and Swarthmore MSS. II, fol. 42, where Fox 
wrote: “Thou hast railed upon the living God and thou hast an unpardonable sin 
committed.” 

21 The Grand Imposter Examined (1656), p. 10. 

22 Spence MSS., Vol. III, fol. 38, quoted in full by Braithwaite, op. cit., pp. 249-50. 

23 The Grand Imposter Examined, p. 18. 

24 Quoted from Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism (1923), p- 259. 

25 See C. H. Firth, History of the Last Years of the Protectorate (1909), Vol. I, pp. 
102-4. 

26 See Chapter I, p. 3. 

27 Braithwaite, op. cit., p. 311. ~ 

28 See Epistles from the Yearly Meeting of Friends (1858), Vol. I. pp. xxxii-xxxiii. 

29 See Chapter I, p. 6. 

30 William Penn wrote of him in 1673: “If he had been as faithful as his companion, 
he might with him have been hanged at Rome, to his own comfort, the Truth’s honour 
and the Church’s peace.” 
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eth | would not that the true Israel of God should be ignorant how that the purpose 
of God is to bring to naught all the customary, traditional ways of worship of the sons 
of men... . For which cause I preach a sure testimony against the custom and tradition 


of taking off the hat by men when they go to pray to God.” Quoted by Braithwaite, 


The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), p. 232. 

%? Fox sent a letter of reproof to Joan Hart for keeping on her bonnet when Friends 

prayed, “thus making a law unto herself”: see his “Epistles MS. quarto, bound”, folios 
2, 03. : 

83 Tsaac Penington, True Church Government, in An Examination of the Grounds or 
Causes which are said to induce the Court of Boston in New England to make that Order 
or Law of Banishment upon pain of Death against the Quakers (1660). ° 

This work is not referred to by Braithwaite. When Penington’s works were passed 
for publication by the Morning Meeting in 1680, it was thought necessary to add a 
lengthy apologia ‘Somewhat Relating to Church Government”, in which Penington’s 
earlier position was modified to meet the views of George Fox. 

34 op. cit., p. 84. It must not be supposed that Penington thought that the individual 
could dispense with the help of the group: “God hath given a measure of his good spirit 
to every man, and He would have every man governed thereby; and He hath given more 
of His good Spirit and Holy Power to his Church than to any particular; and he would 
have His Church governed thereby.” Somewhat Relating to Church Government (1681), 


Pp. 34. 

as See Chapter I, p. 4. 

3° Robert Barclay, The Anarchy of the Ranters (1674) in Truth Triumphant (1692), 
Pp. 230-5, uses decision by majority vote to distinguish the Quakers from Catholics and 
“the generality of Protestants”, “whose decision is to pass conclusive because of the 
plurality of votes”, p. 233. The Jews determine all religious issues by majority voting, 
relying’on the authority of Exodus xxiii. 2. . 

87 See A. S. P. Woodhouse, Puritanism and Liberty (1938), p. 78. 

38 See Chapter I, p. 4. 

39 The writer has found a case of decision by lot and a single case of voting, both in 

the Bristol records. 

(a) In 1669 the site of the new meeting-house at The Friars, and the choice of the 
builders were decided by lot, but the Clerk recorded that ‘‘it lay upon Thomas 
Lower from the Lord that lots should be cast.” Bristol Men’s Meeting MS. 
Minutes, Vol. I, p. 14. : 

(6) In 1697 Bristol Quakers quite frankly took a vote. On the front of a letter of 
application to marry from two yery unsatisfactory young people, the Clerk 


scribbled the votes, thus: : 
Meee a oe Lae sen 29 
newter ae are 
noes aha”! 


Bristol Letters of Discipline, MS. 139, under 1697. 

40 Cambridge Journal, Vol. II, p. 314. 

4. William Dewsbury, Zhe Faithful Testimony, p. 219. 

42 Epistles from the Yearly Meeting (1858), Vol. I, pp. xxxviii—xli. 

43 See Chapter I, passim. 

44 For John Story see N. Penney, The First Publishers of Truth (1907), p. 256; for 
John Wilkinson, see ibid., p. 267; for the Story-Wilkinson separation see W. C. Braith- 
waite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1919), Chap. X1, pp. 290-323. 

45 Minutes of a meeting at “The Peel”, London, 11, V, 1671, in Sundry Ancient 
Epistles, fol. 38; see also the Register Book of Longford Monthly Meeting, No. 969, 
at Somerset House. 

40 Bpistles from the Yearly Meeting (1858), Vol. I, p. xlviii, and Sundry Ancient Epistles, 
fol. 42. 

we he Spirit of the Hat: or the Government of the Quakers Among themselves, As it 
hath been Exercised of late Years by George Fox, and other Leading-Men in their Monday, 
or Second-day’s Meeting at Devonshire House, brought to light; see Arber’s Term Catalogues 
under June y6th, 1673. 
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INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND GROUP AUTHORITY 


48 See Chapter 1. 

48 William Mucklow, The Spirit of the Hat (1673), p. 15. 

=o Ibid... 32. 

84 He adds that the grandees do not improve their case by calling their opponents 
Ranters, Scotchmen, Welshmen, Tinkers and Tailors! 

« The Anarchy of the Rarkers printed in Truth Triumphant (1691), pp. 187-250. _ 

Ibid., p. 196. 

54 Tbid., p. 197. If Penington’s conception of the School of Christ may be likened to 
aclass following the Dalton plan, Barclay’s recalls the atiaosplivre of a Royal Lancasterian 
school run on the monitorial system. 

55 Thid., p. 216. 

= Ibid., Pp. 224. 

57 Thid., p. 229. 

58 Thid., p. 229. 

0 W.C, Braithwaite, in The Second Period of es so (1922), p. 277, writes: “The 
1673 meeting was representative, but curiously enough, decided that... the repre- 
sentative yearly meeting should be laid down.” : 

6° MS. Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. I, p. 13. 

61 MS. Christian and Brotherly Advices, p. 105. 

62 MS. Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. I, p. 66. 

63 T. Ellwood, edit. A Collection of Many Select and Christian Epistles . . . of George 
Fox, p. 494. See also Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 84. 

4-A tendency to restrict attendance to appointed representatives becomes marked, 
e.g. in Minutes of Oxfordshire Q.M., under 31, x, 1678: ‘that none come to the Quarterly 
Meeting but such as shall be thought fit and approved of by the said Monthly Meetings 
and such as in the pure Truth shall see it their place to come.’ 

* To prove George Fox an illiterate impostor Bugg published in The Finishing Stroke 
(1712) the letter which faces page 36; it is now in the Library of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. 
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rE CHAPTER THREE 


QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


“And also all widows, in all your several meetings, let them be taken 
notice of, informed and encouraged in their outward business, that there 
- be not any hindrance to them in their inward growth.’ 


REVIEW of the first ninety years of Quaker poor relief reveals 
in clear outline the development of the Society of Friends from 
the open fellowship of. the Seekers to the closely articulated body of 
the Quakers. In 1650 each particular congregation of Seekers had 
helped its poor from a monthly collection, free from any external 
regulation. By 1740 the Quaker meetings, linked in a nation-wide 
system, were applying to their poorer members a uniform system of 
“rules of settlement”. This implied a closed body consisting of recog- 
nized contributors to a permanent poor fund and their settled pension- 
ers. Inseeking together etfectual ways of removing material hindrances 
to spiritual growth, the Quakers were drawn into still closer contact 
and so came to have a lively appreciation of the numerous causes of 
poverty and a sound estimate of the treatment appropriate to each. 
When the Quaker congregations were first established* the lot of 
the poorest people seems to have been hard and there is some evidence 
that conditions grew worse in the latter part af the century.’ That 
the poor were intended by God to be a permanent feature of English 
life was accepted on the authority of Scripture, though begging was 
regarded as a disgrace in so prosperous a nation.‘ The numerous 
tracts which called for the abolition of begging were, for the most 
part, in effect commentaries on Deuteronomy xv. 4, which was still 
quoted from the Bishops’ Bible: “in anywise there shall be no beggar 
among you.”® The Quakers used this text and Deuteronomy xiv. 29 
in their battles with the priests who, they said, claimed the privilege of 
tithe without its responsibilities.6 A few individual Quakers were 
interested in the problem of poverty in its wider aspects,’ and all paid 
their parish poor rate, but as a body they were chiefly concerned to 
relieve distress among their own members. It may be said that in 
thus limiting their objective and in concentrating their attention on 
cases they were able to investigate personally, they reduced the prob- 
lem of poverty to manageable proportions. 
32 
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QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


By the end of the seventeenth century their social services covered 
necessary expenses from childbirth to burial and were organized to 
deal suitably with the three recognized classes of poor people: those poor 
by the hand of Providence, those who were poor “by sloth and care- 
lessness, or headiness and wilfulness”, and those poor by the oppres- 
sion of persecutors. The relief work of the Quakers is marked by 
attention to practical issues and a dislike of theorizing, and their 
emphasis on positive self-help and constructive relief was ahead, by 
about two centuries, of the national system. 

The earliest form of organization of poor relief among the Quakers 
appears in the “advice” sent to all meetings in the north in the epistle 
of 1656 from Balby.® The overseers are to appeal to the members of 
their congregations on behalf of those who are genuinely poor and 
the money is to be paid out in the meeting and a strict account kept 
“that no private ends may be answered.”}° Although the primary 
responsibility lay with each congregation the incidence of poverty 
was so uneven that the burden was shared among all the meetings 
within the Monthly Meeting. These monthly meetings were organized 
by 1659 “to supply such as are aged and infirm in body; to provide 
employment for such as want work, or cannot follow their former 
callings by reason of the evil therein; and to help such parents for the 
education of their children as have more than they can maintain: that 
there may not be a beggar amongst us, nor any whose soul need be 
oppressed with care for food or raiment.” 

With the establishment of a unified system of particular, monthly 
and quarterly meetings in the years immediately following 1668! the 
organization became standardized. As Fox intended, the supervision 
of relief was generally left to the women’s meetings,! although many 
men’s meetings preferred to make them grants of money while retain- 
ing control of the fund themselves. In London a central fund was 
administered from 1673 onwards by “the Meeting of Twelve’, a 
committee of two representatives of each of the six monthly meetings 
who were responsible for relieving members of over-burdened partic- 
ular meetings. Claims were certified by the monthly meetings who 
passed them on to the Six Weeks’ Meeting. In 1686, for example, they 
minuted that Devonshire House monthly meeting reported that “five 
children of a party deceased fall upon that meeting to be provided for, 
besides other charges more than ordinary lying on that meeting, and 
desiring to have supply out of the Meeting [of Twelve] that keeps the 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


poor’s money for three of the five.”!4 Besides supplying regular 
pensioners with rent and coals, and relieving Quaker prisoners in all 
the City prisons (“and requiting jailers who have showed kindness”), 
the Meeting of Twelve administered for widows of independent means 
an annuity fund which in 1677 amounted to at least twelve hundred - 
pounds.}® 

In the country exceptional burdens were adjusted in the monthly 
meeting, as, for instance, in mid-Warwickshire when four shillings a 
month was regularly raised in 1706 for Elizabeth Clark, widow, by 
levying one shilling and six pence each on Coventry and Warwick 
and one shilling on Harbury.1® 

Each monthly meeting was responsible for visiting the widows and > 
fatherless,!” especially in times of deadness of trade,!8 and by the turn 
of the century the reading of the query: “Do you keep up your col- 
lections for the relief of the Poor?” was a regular part of the business 
of all properly-conducted monthly meetings.1® 

Gifts in kind were generally preferred to grants of money, a factor 
which helps to explain the relatively small proportion of monthly 
meeting income entered in the poor fund accounts.*” The need was 
carefully assessed and the monthly meeting supplied the maintenance, 
rent, repairs, medical relief, clothes or furniture considered necessary.”! 
Relief in money was at least as high as the highest figure granted by 
the parish overseers and usually exceeded it by a good margin.” 

The Quakers’ independence of parish poor relief is illustrated by 
the following extract from a letter written by Quaker prisoners in 
1683 to the Recorder, Deputy-Recorder and Steward for the City of 
Norwich. They explained that as long as they remained in prison the 
parish might become liable for the support of their dependents, where- 
as ‘“‘when we were at liberty, we did not only maintain our own poor, 
but, according to our ability, helped to maintain the poor of the parish 
where we lived, besides hundreds in the City and county that we 
employed, that had a reliance upon us for a living.’’*8 ‘The Six Weeks’ 
Meeting in London declined parish contributions on behalf of poor 
Friends* in a number of cases, but there are some instances of negotia- 
tions between Quaker and parish overseers which suggest that some 
meetings did accept parish relief.%° In a few places parish overseers 
left their responsibility for the non-Quaker poor to the Quakers who, 
after granting temporary help and setting them to some useful work, 
such as besom-making, laid the responsibility on the parish officers. 
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QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


The Quakers sometimes offered security to parish overseers against 
the expense of supporting aged people who, in defiance of the 
Law of Settlement, moved into the districts where their children 
lived.?? 

Those who were poor by the hand of Providence included the sick, 
the lame, the insane, the aged, the widows, the orphans, the poor 
strangers and the victims of fire. The Quakers’ care of the sick is 
illustrated by the case of Enoch Cove of Bristol. When in November 
1679 he had been unable to help himself for nine months because of 
the King’s evil, the Men’s Meeting paid the five pounds of his “score” 
which he could not meet from other sources.2® John Cook, a hopeless 
invalid and cripple claimed the attention of the Friends of mid- 
Warwickshire in 1707. They tried hard to find some work he could 
do and paid to have him coached in arithmetic in the hope that he 
might be able to keep accounts, but he died within a year and they 
paid his funeral expenses.2® London Friends arranged for the super- 
vision of “discomposed persons” from 1673 and hired a house and 
supplied all other necessaries and conveniences for them and the 
Meeting of Twelve acted as trustees of their estates, where they had 
any. 

The Quakers followed 1 Timothy v strictly in dealing with widows 
“without encumbrances”, for while ready to “honaur widows that are 
widows indeed” they were careful to follow the Apostle’s injunction 
not to let “a widow be taken into the number under three score years 
old, having been the wife of one man.’°? Monthly Meetings were 
careful to advise widows against unwise marriages and settlements 
which prejudiced the interests of their children by a former marriage,” » 
and kept a vigilant eye on their businesses lest they should become 
insolvent.*? 

Widows with children were treated according to their particular 
needs.33 In 1694 Widow Cotterill of King’s Norton was at first 
allowed three shillings and sixpence a week for herself and her children, 
but within five months her allowance was reduced to two shillings and 
sixpence, “she being not so necessitous.” When two years later her 
son was old enough to be apprenticed he was bound at Friends’ charge’ 
and his master given five pounds “but must take him with such clothes 
as he hath.” In 1698 the Monthly Meeting sent a deputation to the 
parish overseers to explain that there was no need for them to pay her. 
rent®# 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Bristol Quakers especially were very generous to poor strangers 
whether Quakers or not, bound for Ireland or America. In 1673, a 
deputation rode down to the pilot-station at the Pill, in the Bristol 
Channel, to visit the distressed people on ship-board just leaving for 
Treland and gave them five pounds on parting. In 1696 John Camm of 
Cork was allowed ten shillings towards his passage home, or “twenty 
shillings if he stay.long wind bound”, and in 1697 the Derbyshire 
Quakers who were emigrating to oops ivents were helped “with as 
much as they needed.” 

Those who through the hand of Providence lost everything by fire 
were sure of very liberal help. George Embree of Southampton, a 
generous man who had always entertained travelling ministers, lost 
everything in a disastrous fire. In response to an appeal sent by the 
Yearly Meeting to ten southern Quarterly Meetings, Bristol Quakers 
alone sent nearly a hundred and fifty pounds. The following letter is 
typical of the appeals circulated by Quarterly Meeting Clerks. In 1692 
Thomas Ellwood wrote to Norwich Friends on behalf of John Smith 
of Aylesbury that “a fire that broke forth about midnight in the house 
wherein he dwelt, in little more than an hour’s space had the house 
burnt down to the ground and most of his goods, both in house and 
shop consumed, the suddenness and violence of the fire (increased by 
a very strong wind) and the season wherein it fell (being the dead time 
of night) permitting him to save but little, and that of little value; him- 
self and his wife hardly escaped through the flames and smoke, in which 
three of his family lost their lives; he keeping a sale-shop a driving 
a considerable trade therein, and being furnished with a stock of goods 
answerable to the trade he ba we cannot find upon the nearest compu- 
tation we can make and best information he can give us, that the loss 
he sustained by this devouring fire could be less than one thousand or 
eleven hundred pounds.” The Quaker congregations subscribed to 
the national collections on behalf of victims of fires, though they were 
careful to inspect the fire-brief to see that it was not out of date, and 
sometimes deputed a local Friend to see that the fund was properly 
used.% 

Those who were poor from sist were given notice as early as 1656 
that laziness was not tolerated by the Quakers. Their attitude appears 
unmistakably in the advice in the Balby epistle of that year, “that such 
as are able to work and do not, may be admonished; and if, after ad- 
monition, they refuse to work, then let them not eat.” So close and so 
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QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


persistent was the attention directed by members of the meeting to 
the individual Quaker’s “conversation” that poverty can rarely have 
been due to indolence. 

Bankruptcy appears to have been a frequent cause of distress in the 
later part of the seventeenth century and constant vigilance by the 
Quakers was necessary to prevent some of their members from failing. 
The appointment of two Friends “to go to William Annill and instruct 
him to have a care and not run into debt “is typical of their careful 
supervision.”’’? When a Quaker did fail he was expected to appear 
before the Monthly Meeting with an account of his debts and of any 
teal or personal estate. When, for example, in 1673 John Gigger 
appeared before the Quakers of the Upperside of Buckinghamshire it 
was found that ten pounds would pay his debts and provide him with 
necessaries while he made a new start. William Penn contributed five 
pounds to the fund which was raised in the meeting and handed to 
two trustees. Six months later John Gigger was again in debt but the 
three Friends appointed to enquire reported that until harvest was in. 
it was not possible to estimate how affairs stood. That autumn, how- 
ever, John Gigger was found to have “run again behind hand” and 
needed four pounds to meet his liabilities. Later he became a useful 
member of his meeting and once, when the rest of the men Friends were 
imprisoned in Reading gaol, he attended to the church’s affairs and 
wrote minutes in a phonetic spelling which is now rather difficult to 
follow.*8 

Debtors did not always make good. In 1670 John Verwick, black- 
smith, of Bristol, was allowed a hundred-weight ofiron and ten shillings 
for his immediate needs, by the Men’s Meeting. Six months later they 
allowed him three hundred-weights more, but in eighteen months 
time he was again in distress. The Quakers now felt that his “conversa- 
tion” was so unsatisfactory that he had no valid claim to further 
assistance and finally he was rejected, but with twenty shillings for 
the relief of his family.®® 

Many Quakers were. threatened with poverty because they were 
prevented by imprisonment from following their trades freely. The 
magnitude of the problem as late as 1685 may be judged from the re- 
turns to the Meeting for Sufferings in London which give the total. 
number of prisoners in March of that year as more than fifteen hundred.*° 
Most Quakers were able, however, to earn some money in prison, for 
even Thomas Ellwood,- who was quite unskilled in tailoring, soon 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 
learned to make “night waist-coats of red and yellow flannel for women 
and children.” 

In the country the quarterly meetings were responsible for keeping 
records of the Friends in prison and for collecting funds for their 
relief and in most quarterly meeting minute books there are continuous 
accounts of supplies of money and other necessaries.42 In London a 
committee of men and women of the Six Weeks’ Meeting looked after 
the Quakers in the seven prisons, paid their expenses and hired a 
separate room for those who were ill.48 Meetings free of the burden of 
prison relief gave generously to others in distress. In 1670, for example, 
Bristol Quakers offered ten pounds to the prisoners in Gloucester, 
Newbury Friends took one pound with them when they visited Friends 
in Reading gaol in 167545 and London Friends were constantly lending 
considerable sums to “the national stock’’ until the Yearly Meeting 
could launch an appeal for help. 

The poor whose plight appealed most to the Quakers were those 
Friends taken captive by the Barbary pirates.4° The first appeal for 
funds, issued in 1679, brought in more than eleven hundred pounds 
and at no time did the balance fall below four hundred pounds. The 
response was immediate and generous; Bristol sent twenty pounds, 
Warwickshire nearly ten pounds and a single “division” of Bucking- 
hamshire more than fifty pounds. When the fund was closed in 17094” 
the balance paid into the Yearly Meeting fund included several repay- 
ments from grateful and prosperous sailors.** 

The earliest reference so far found in the Quaker records to the 
redemption of captives is a note of a gift of ten pounds in 1674 to help 
two Friends in Turkey, and the great majority of the entries occur 
between 1679 and 1686. In April 1679 when Levin Bufkin asked the 
Six Weeks’ Meeting for a loan of seventy pounds for his ransom, Mary 
Forster, a leading London Quaker was appointed to write to Ralph 
Bufkin of Kent suggesting that he should provide the money. It soon 
became clear that more than one Quaker was involved, for next month 
Thomas Salthouse, a “First Publisher of Truth” who could not be 
ignored, reported on behalf of Truro monthly meeting that Henry 
Tregeno, master of a great ship bound for Virginia, had been taken 
with his goods and whole company and sold into slavery in Algiers. 
An appeal had already gone out to Friends in Cornwall, Devon and 

Somerset, “for a vast sum of money is demanded for his ransom, which 
his relations is no way able to pay.” A joint committee of the Meeting 
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QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


for Sufferings and the Six Weeks’ Meeting met daily to receive news of 
the fate of the captives and at the Yearly Meeting which met soon after, 
a letter to country Friends was drafted reporting the latest develop- 
ments. It was hoped to ransom two men at two hundred and twenty 
pounds each and negotiations were afoot for the relief of others, but. 
the loss of yet another ship’s company called for all the money Friends - 
could spare towards their deliverance “fram a sort of men more in- 

human, cruel and brutish. than some beasts.’’ 

Bristol Quakers were not so impressed by the appeal as to subscribe 
unconditionally. They asked for full details of each case and a guarantee 
of each man’s “conversation” and complained that these men were 
exposing themselves unnecessarily in trading with France, Portugal, 
Spain and Italy. The London committee replied that they were quite 
satisfied to accept the testimony of the men’s own monthly meetings 
and that all the ships captured so far had been bound either for Virginia 
or the West Indies. 

Levin Bufkin’s case indicates the procedure generally followed. 
William Meade, the Quaker linen-draper of London, treated with a 
merchant, one Nash, who arranged for the slave to be redeemed and 
landed “on the Christian shore” at Marseilles. The cost of redemption 
varied considerably but in 1681 was four hundred and thirteen dollars 
four “ryalls” which at four-and ten pence a dollar worked out at two 
hundred and eight pounds eleven shillings and nine pence.*? Bufkin 
was landed penniless at Toulon and could not proceed until he had 
paid for his passage across the Mediterranean. He needed forty dollars 
for this, for his expenses in Marseilles and for his fare home. When 
he reached London he gave the Meeting for Sufferings an account of 
his fellow captives and especially “of the great sufferings of James 
Brayne, fallen into the hands of a beastly patrone”, to which the Clerk ' 
added that “whilst he was here amongst us, the lad was orderly and 
frequented our Meeting.” George Fox took the matter up with the 
Emperor of Morocco’s ambassador*’ and the new Recording Clerk, 
Richard Richardson chided some niggardly Friends, for their charity, 
he said, fell far short of the primitive Christians, “for had not Bishop 
Acatius® and the Church of Carthage sent Soin hundred pounds for 
the redemption of the captives in Numidia?”’* 

When the captives reached England they were Tre to sign a 
bond promising to repay as much of their redemption money as pos- 
sible so that others might be redeemed. Some paid in kind. Nathaniel 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Stanbury, who settled in “Antigo” sent over two hogsheads of 
sugar, which were sold to a Quaker grocer for thirteen pounds two 
shillings, in part payment, and another sent a ‘“‘case of straw hats” to 
avoid loss through exchange. 

Quaker poor relief was, as far as possible, constructive rather than 
palliative; the aim was to aha the victim of poverty to help himself.56 
For this purpose loans were frequently made, but when Quakers were: 
assisted out of trust funds, members of their meetings underwrote the 
risk. In 1668 when Bryan Wilkinson of Nethurst Lodge near Horsham*? 
was reduced by persecution to borrowing five pounds, the money was 
lent from the Quarterly Meeting stock and gauranteed by eight Hor- 
sham Friends.®* Some meetings established a permanent loan fund and 
distributed the interest as poor relief.°® Money was usually advanced 
for a specific purpose, as, for example, thirty shillings to buy a “‘twister- 
ing mill”, or ten pounds for stock and equipment for a wool-comber, _ 
and the capital and interest at five per cent were repaid by instalments. 
Edward Holder of Bristol promised in 1681 to repay a loan of thirty 
shillings in six instalments of five shillings on each finished piece of 
serge. In 1676 London Friends organized domestic flax-spinning as 
a means of helping poor women to support themselves. A woman 
Friend delivered the flax to the spinners and supervized the weaving 
of the yarn. The finished linen was sold through the “Box Meeting”®, 
after Francis Moone, a Quaker draper had valued it. In 1679 a young 
man named John Bellers was appointed to keep the spinners’ accounts, 
thereby gaining the insight into relief through industry which enabled 
him to formulate his “Proposals for Raising A College of Industry’. 
Since Karl Marx described him in Das Kapitalas “a veritable phenome - 
non in the history of political economy” his proposals have become 
so widely known that it is not necessary to describe them here.” A 
“College of Industry” based on Bellers’s scheme was opened by 
London Quakers at Clerkenwell in 1701. 

In Bristol a “work house”’ was established in 1696 to meet a particu- 
lar need. It was a pioneer venture and a classic example of constructive 
Quaker relief. It was based on the principle of self-help and soon 
became financially sound. In September 1696 Bristol Men’s Meeting 
was informed that seven poor Quaker weavers were unemployed. The 
committee of ten Friends who were appointed to bring to the October 
meeting a scheme for their maintenance, reported that for an outlay 
of two hundred pounds, of which fifty-seven pounds five shillings was 
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QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


for three months’ wages, the men could be profitably employed 
making worsteds.® Richard Bury promised to teach them dyeing and 
two Friends undertook to keep the accounts and to manage the buying 
and selling. The experiment survived some hazards. At first the poor 
weavers showed considerable reluctance in coming forward to work, 
and by the spring of 1697 all the funds were locked up in stuffs, wares 
and tools. Charles Harford lent his fellow-members two hundred 
pounds at five per cent which forty of them guaranteed. At the end 
of the year the managers reported “some difficulty in making stuffs 
for sa/e’’, but were told to act in the interests of the poor and to keep 
the men employed. A year later the managers decided that the work- 
house building was not convenient and the meeting was so satisfied 
with the usefulness of the undertaking that they accepted a building 
site offered at three pounds a year and appointed two Friends “‘to 
draw a model of a workhouse fit to be built thereon and to bring in a 
computation of the charge.” The lease was drawn up in March 1698, 
and the tender for materials and haulage accepted in July. By December 
1699 the new house was finished, all the workmen paid off.and the 
rooms ready for “the willing Friends’ to work in and the poor, both 
aged and children, to live in.“ These latter were chosen by the 
Women’s Meeting. 

The “workhouse” accommodated the factory, an orphanage, an 
almshouse and a school and its fourfold success was due to the services 
of an experienced foreman and his wife and an able schoolmaster, 
supported by an enthusiastic committee. George Chubb, of Barton 
Regis, Gloucestershire, was appointed “master” of the workhouse on 
generous terms. He undertook to train ten apprentices and to “use 
his utmost diligence and endeavours in making and finishing such 
stuffs as the Committee shall order, for the profit, advantage and 
maintenance of the poor.” Alexander Arscott, the schoolmaster, was 
“4 scholar lately convinced of Truth, who, having refused for Truth’s 
sake, divers offers, desired to siiplon himself pasting Friends’ 
children.” 

Poor boys were bound apprentice by the Men’s Meeting and earned 
sufficient money to relieve the Women’s Meeting of the burden of 
maintaining them. The school became known in Bristol as “The 
Friends’ School” and accepted fee-paying pupils as well as providing 
free tuition for poor children. The little community included two 
dozen poor men and women, ten apprentices and an unspecified num- 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


ber of younger boys and girls. The old people earned about two shil- 
lings a week pocket-money picking “oakeum” and were allowed 
tobacco. The Committee supervised Mistress Chubb’s bill of fare, 
which changed every day for a fortnight. 

The following figures, taken from the minutes, indicate the volume 
of business transacted and the success of the venture during its first 
forty years. At Bristol Fair in 1707 nearly three hundred pounds 
worth of finished cloth was sold, in 1714 nearly four hundred pounds 
was paid for “bay yarn” for weaving into “‘cantaloons” and at the 
annual valuation on Lady Day 1737 the total value of the buildings, 
land and utensils, together with some outstanding orders, amounted 
to almost two thousand five hundred pounds. This happy position 
was due in no small measure to the support of Quaker drapers as far 
removed as London and Looe, Southampton and Sunderland. William 
Bingley of London, the largest purchaser, used to buy sixteen “pieces” 
at a time. If the samples waxed into the Workhouse order-book and 
the customers’ descriptions of the materials they preferred are a reliable 
index of Quaker taste in the early eighteenth century, Friends could 
not have been as “plain” as has been supposed, for the coloured 
materials, still as lively as ever, are in fine stripes, of orange, green, 
sky-blue, mauve, yellow, mulberry, scarlet, gold and pink. Customers 
often left the choice of pattern to Alexander Arscott, who acted as 
factor, as, for example, Thomas Dawe of South Molton who asked 
him to send: “two lively plodds [plaids]; pray let them be fresh and a 
good colour (and use me kindly in the price that it may encourage me 
to give you a larger order”). 

Lest it be thought that Quaker relief was confined to members of 
the Society, it may be mentioned that Friends gave generously to the 
collector who came round with royal briefs on behalf of sufferers from 
fire in England and captives in Barbary, and helped persecuted and 
distressed people abroad. Before they became a self-conscious and 
“peculiar people”, the Quakers gave their money to the constables of 
their parishes,®* but they were soon contributing as Quaker congrega- 
tions. They relieved the Protestant refugees after the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes, helped the German pietists to emigrate to America 
and assisted the “poor Palatines” in 1709. 

Disputes between Quaker congregations over responsibility for the 
‘ maintenance of poor Friends, which had caused some bitterness in the 
past, were ended by the ruling of the Yearly Meeting of 1737 that “all 
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QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


Friends shall be deemed Members of the Quarterly, bontnlpe or Two 
Weeks’ Meeting within the compass of which they inhabited or.dwelt 
the first day of the fourth month 1737.”8? The unfettered fellowship of 
1650 had developed into a closed Society with rules governing the 
removal and settlement of all its members. We may deplore this as 
evidence of the triumph of organization over the free activity of the 
living organism and yet be quite unable to see how else the Quakers 
could have acted. The case of Jane Turner will illustrate the practical - 
problem which Friends had to solve. She had formerly lived at 
Aylesbury, “but had taken to rambling up and down the country in 
her own will”, until she fell out of a cart and broke her arm. A Meeting 
she had not attended for years thus became responsible for charges 
for bone-setting and maintenance, for she was now quite unable to 
work. The Monthly Meeting were sympathetic, and undertook to 
help, if necessary, but decided that Aylesbury Friends must bear the 
main burden.®® London Friends became increasingly exercised by the 
numbers of country Quakers who drifted into the City without means 
and with little prospect of earning a living.®® The problem was dis- 
cussed at the Yearly Meeting of 1693, when a paragraph of the “‘epistle”’ 
was given up to discouraging poor Friends from moving to London, 
where provisions and accommodation were less good, more expensive 
and more difficult to find than in the country. It was agreed that poor 
Friends should be permitted to. come only if they had a certificate 
from their monthly meeting, who would, in any case, be held respon- 
sible for their supply. 

About this time contribution to the Meetings’ collection for the 


~ poor became almost synonymous with membership of the Society’s 


business meetings. Account books were drawn up in which were 
written in a column the names of the men Friends of the Meeting, 
with their monthly contribution in a column to the right, followed by 
twelve columns for the amounts actually given month by month.” 
Claims for relief continued to raise the question of membership as, for 
example, when in 1710 Warwickshire Quarterly Meeting relieved 
William Clever of Little Harborough, but asked him “what Meeting 
he judges himself to belong to.” 

It was Joseph Wyeth, who had provided the “Switch” for Leslie’s 
“Snake in the Grass,’ who in 1710 drafted the first rules defining 
membership of the Society.” Each Meeting is deemed to be composed 
of Friends who subscribe to the “Collections for the Poor” and poor 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Friends become members after three years settlement, if in the mean- 


time they have not been chargeable to the Meeting. Apprentices and 


servants with certificates of removal from their home monthly 
Meetings become members after one year. 

In the next ten years, five “advices” about the treatment of poor 
Friends were issued by the Yearly Meeting. By 1720 it was clear that 
some Meetings were shirking their responsibility and on the recom- 
mendation of London Friends the following new “query” was adopted: 
How are the necessities of our Poor taken care of in their respective 
Monthly Meetings? From 1721, county representatives had to answer 
the question orally before the assembled Yearly Meeting. In 1722-the 
Friend from Cambridge Quarterly Meeting reported that “there are 
some patticular Meetings in the Isle of Ely that do not take so good care 
of their poor as they ought, in that some of them are turned to the 
Parish and more like to be so served.” It should be added that such 
an answer occurs very rarely. 

In 1726 it was necessary for the Yearly Meeting to adjudicate 
between two meetings in a difference about settlement. Staines Monthly’ 
Meeting claimed against Buckinghamshire Quarterly Meeting that one 
Daniel Toakfield had not gained a settlement in their district. He had 
moved from Buckinghamshire, a man of substance, in 1706, and now 
that he was in need twenty years later it was hoped to be rid of him. 
The Yearly Meeting ruled that he had gained a settlement at Staines. 
The dispute called attention once more to the importance of certificates 
of removal and at the Yearly Meeting of 1729 the rules and directions 
were strengthened and sent down to every particular meeting in the 
county. : . 

The fixing of membership in 1737 was, therefore, the outcome of 
more than forty years of discussion of poor relief in the Yearly 
Meeting. Taken by itself it might be regarded as no more than a 
common-sense solution of a practical problem; when seen in relation 
to some other aspects of Quaker life and discipline it will be seen with 
them, to mark the closing of an era. 
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NOTES 


* MS. Epistles and Advices of George Fox to Birmingham Friends, 1681, p. 8. 

2 Chapter 1. 

8S. and B. Webb, English Poor Law History, Pt. 1, The Old Poor Law, pp. 152-3. 

* See S. Hartlib, Parliament's Reformation, 1646; the Large Petition of the Levellers 
(1647), printed in D. M. Wolfe, Leveller Manifestoes of the Puritan revolution (1944), 
p-F2: 

° In the Authorized Version of 1611 the clause was rendered: “‘to the end that there 
be no poor among you.” 

® e.g. R. Farnsworth, The Brazen Serpent Lifted upon High, 1655, p. 32: “there was 
not to be a beggar in Israel, but to be relieved, filled and satisfied out of the tithes.” 

? e.g. Thomas Lawson suggested the establishment of a poor man’s office or employ- 
ment exchange; sce An Appeal to the Parliament concerning the Poor (1660), and W. C. 
Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), p. 559: 

* It was assumed to be the duty of the fellowship to support its poor from its own 
funds without calling on the parish overseers for help. 

® See Chapter I, p. 3. 

A. R. Barclay, Letters of Early Friends (1841), p. 278. In 1660 the deacons among 
6 oe: undertook similar responsibilities; see Whiting, Studies in English Puritanism 

1931), p. 9I. 

‘1 The epistle from Durham monthly meeting to the yearly meeting, 1659, drafted 
by Anthony Pearson, in Epistles from the Yearly Meeting of Friends (1858), Vol. I, 
Pp. Xxxiii. 

!2 See Chapter 1, p. 8. 

13 See Chapter vit. 

14 MS. Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. II, p. 78. 

16 Thid., Vol. I, p. 59. 

In 1688 the Poor Fund stood at £2,600 in cash, with £700 secured by mortgages, 
bonds and bills, all at 5 per cent. Quaker widows in London and Middlesex quite fre- 
quently made over to the Poor Fund of the Meeting of Twelve a capital sum in return 
for an annuity: see Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. II, p. 75 (1686). 

: 16 Bevan-Naish MSS., 1344, minutes of Middle Monthly Meeting of Warwickshire, 
, Xi. 1706. 

1 e.g, Fulford Heath minutes, 1698, in Warwickshire MSS. 230. 

18 e.9, Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. II, 17. x. 1689. 

1 e,¢. Minutes of Chadwich Monthly Meeting, p. 189 (1707). 

20e.%, in the twenty-one years from 1669-90 the monthly meeting for the Upperside 
of Bucks distributed in cash for poor relief £70 5s. tod. our of a total income of 
£384 138. 4d.; see Chapter xu, The Quaker Public Stocks. 

*l Relief in kind: 

repairs. Upperside of Bucks iii. 1680. “£1 to Jacob Treacher for repairing Mary 
Weston’s house.” 

materials, Oxford M.M. iii. 1679. “2 yds cloth, buttons and thread. 1 bushel 
maslin, 1 bushel barley.” 

medicine, Bristol Men’s Meeting x. 1686. Allowed 20s. for small bottles and phials 
for distributing “‘a considerable parcel of Spiritus Mundus, sedatives and other 
medicines.” 

furniture. Norwich Monthly Meeting viii. 1693. “‘left in the hands of Hannah 
Malkinson to be forthcoming to Friends when required: a bedstead, curtains and 
valence, a feather bed, a bolster, two pillows, a coverlet, a pair of blankets, a fire 
cradle, a shovel, a purr, a pair of tongs, a saucepan.” 

food. Newbury and Oare xi. 1696. “Thomas Hire to have 12 pennyworth of 
cheese a week till some other way is found out for his relief.” 

clothes. Windsor Maidenhead i. 1702. for “Richard Nash to Releive him in a grate 
acaition Consarning Aparell, 7 s.” . 

+ 22 of. S. and B. Webb, English Poor Law History (1927), Vol. 1, pp. 159-60. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


8 Norwich Prison Book, p. 117. 

** e.g. Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 120 (1679). 

= e.g, Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. II, p. 193 (1700). 

a e.g. Minutes of Newbury and Oare Monthly Meeting, Vol. I, m1. (1681). 

°7 Tbid. (1709.) 

*8 Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting. 

** Minutes of mid-Warwickshire Monthly Meeting, vii. 1707. 

8° Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 84. ‘ 

31 See Chapter Iv, p. 60. 

32 e.g. Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. II, x1. 1687. 

*° Orphans are dealt with in greater detail in Chapter x11. “The Society and Youth.” 

ae as of Warwickshire North Monthly Meeting [MS. 13], ii mo. 1694-xi mo. 

1698. 

*° e.g. Bristol Men’s Meeting minutes, xii. 1677, when five pounds was given towards 
the loss of twenty-three thousand pounds at Wem, Salop. 

$6 See Chapter v. 

8? Minutes of Newbury and Oare Monthly Meeting, Vol. I, iv mo. 1675. 

58 See B. S, Snell, edit. Quaker Minute Book for the Upperside of Bucks, 1669-90 (1937) 
1672-4 passim. : 

8° Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, xii, 1670—xii, 1672. 

40 Minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings, Vol. III, p. 325. 


41 See W. C. Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), pp. 568-9, for 


prison industries; and E. H. W. Meyerstein, Adventures by Sea of Edward Coxere (1945), 
pp- 104-5, for an example of shoemaking. 

# e.g. Oxford Quarterly Meeting minutes, vii, 1671 et seq. ; 

43 Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 70; a typical entry runs: “‘A bill of 
charges expended for the Fleet by J.W., being £20. 19s. 2d... . on account of suffering 
Friends prisoners there’’, viii. 1684. 

44 Bristol Men’s Meeting, 1. v.. 1670. 

4° Newbury and Oare M.M., Vol. I, 1675. 

46 cf. G, N. Clark, The Barbary Corsairs in the Seventeenth Century—in The Cambridge 
Historical Journal, Vol. VIUl, No. 1 (1944), pp. 22-35, and E. H. W. Meyerstein, 
Adventures by Sea of Edward Coxere (1945), passim. 

47 Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. IV, p. 46. 

48 A King’s brief for a general national collection was circulated in March, 1680, and 
Quakers were told by the Meeting for Sufferings that a gift to their monthly meeting 
collection did not excuse them from giving to the national fund; see minutes of the 
Meeting for Sufferings, Vol. I, p. 180. 

4° Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. I, p. 51. 

50 MS. Book of Cases, Vol. I, p. 61. 

51 There were complicating factors in some cases; e.g. “Bartholomew Cole w ‘born 
a Turk and if it be known that he is turned Christian from being a Mahometan, by the 
custom of the country he is not to be ransomed, but burnt.” ‘Ten Friends immediately 
subscribed the whole of his ransom during the committee. See minutes of Meeting for 
Sufferings,.3, v. 1679. 

52 In 1686 the Dutch were paying thirty muskets, and one Moor or seven pounds a 
head, a course not open to anti-slavery pacifists; minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings, 
Vol. V, p. 163. 

53 See H. J. Cadbury, ed.: Annual Catalogue of George Fox’s Papers (1939), p- 171. 

64 Acatius, bishop of Amida, c. A.D.420, is chiefly famous for having induced his clergy 
to sell the gold and silver vessels belonging to the church in order to feed and ransom 
several thousands of Persian captives who had been taken by the Romans. See Gibbon, 
Decline and Fall, c. xxxii, Vol. II (1901), p. 391. cf. A Dictionary of Christian Biography 
(1877), s.v. Acacius. 

68 The Quaker captives established their own “meeting for worship” in Algiers and 
by 1684 were allowed to meet peaceably, the Moors and ‘Turks looking on in astonish- 


ment. Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, Vol. IV, p. 34. cf. Fox’s epistle to them in. 


A Collection of Many Select and Christian Epistles of George Fox (1698), pp. 502-4. 
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QUAKER POOR RELIEF 


*8In May 1679 Martha Rackstraw of Newbury complained that Friends were not 
looking after her. A deputation was appointed “to go to Rackstraw’s house and give 
them some small matter as they shall see meet and withal to reprove that unfaithful mind 
that would rely upon the help of others rather than by honest industry to live of them- 
selves.” Newbury and Oare M.M. minutes, iii. 1679. 

57 See Chapter I, p. 4. 

°8 See Journal of the Friends Historical Society, Vol. IV, p. 163. 

e.g. Wigginshill Meeting, Warwickshire; see minutes, 7. I. 1699. In this case a 
certain Edward Walden received the interest year after year. 

60 'Twistering = spinning. 

®1 See Chapter viii. 

®2 See A, R. Fry, John Bellers, Quaker, Economist and Social Reformer (1935) where 
the proposals are reprinted; and W. C. Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism 
(1921), pp. 571-84. 

8 "The estimate was as follows: 
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Six looms ba ne (ia ao 
A twisting mill .. aS 6) One 
Two vats for dyeing ae ESOT (CO 
Tubs and pails .. Phe lato Bas: 
A warping bar .. £ O15 oO 
4 packs of worsted yarn .. 100 0 Oo 
A stock for wages 5 sid {eh ale 
For dyeing stuff. . =: Saxorio 


£200 0 Oo 


64 There is no evidence that Bristol Friends were impeded by the apparent illegality 
of their action. London Quakers thought it necessary to promote an Act of Parliament 
but were unsuccessful. In June 1701 they decided to go forward on. the strength of 
counsel’s opinion. See Books of Cases, II, pp. 74-7. 

The building in Bristol is still standing and has recently been converted into flats 
for the families of working men (May 1946). 

65 See minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. II, Bristol MSS. 201, and ‘Papers illus- 
trating the Management of the Workhouse”, Bristol MSS. 133. 

66 See George Fox’s letter endorsed ““Consarning the collection beyond the seay” 
1656, Swarthmore MSS. II, 93. 

8? MS. Christian and Brotherly Advices (1738), p. 197. 

68 B.S. Snell, edit.: Quaker Minute Book for the Upperside of Bucks (1937), Pp. 177: 

69 Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, 13. x. 1692. 

70 e.¢, Warwickshire North Monthly Meeting, 13. x. 1693. 

71 Warwickshire Quarterly Meeting, Vol. I, vii mo. 1710. 

72 Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. II, pp. 142-4. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
MARRIAGE 


“I desire that thou would search all the libraries concerning marriages 
and what they do say of them, and the Fathers, and how they did before 
the monkish sort came in in the Britons’ time, and when marrying 
with the priest came in; so search histories and laws and see what thou 
canst bring out both good and bad, and what maketh a marriage and 
_do what thou canst in this thing, for it hath been upon me some time 

to write thee of this thing... .”) 
George Fox to Richard Richardson, 1679. 


LTHOUGH at the height of the Quaker missionary campaign 

George Fox wrote contemptuously of the Book of Common 
Prayer,” for the first twenty years of his life, as the obedient? son of 
righteous Christopher Fox, church warden of Fenny Drayton’, he 
was familiar with the liturgy of the Church of England. In the Prayer 
Book he could read of three reasons for marriage; the procreation of 
children, the remedying of sin, and the mutual help of the partners.® 

When he was twenty, marriage according to the Anglican usage 
was superseded by that laid down in the Presbyterian Directory of 
1644.6 Marriage was no longer to be regarded as a sacrament, nor 
peculiar to the Church of God, although solemnization by a lawful 
minister of the Word was judged to be expedient. A marriage service, 
however, which opened with an assertion that God had been provoked 
to embitter all our comforts provided little inspiration or encourage- 
ment to young people and many preferred the Prayer Book marriage 
which was still valid, though the minister performing it was liable to 
a fine of five pounds. Fox tells us that he declined invitations to 
marriages at this time, but used to visit the couple next day, and if 
they were poor, give them some money.’ 

Milton, the representative of the triumphant Independents, comes 
nearest to Fox in the positive content of his definition of the noblest 
end of marriage as “in God’s intention, a mere and happy conversa- 
tion.”8 His report that “Moses tells us that Love was the son of 
Loneliness, begot in Paradise by that sociable and helpful attitude 
which God implanted between man and woman toward each other’”® 
might not have commanded the Quaker’s unqualified assent, but Fox 
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MARRIAGE 


would have agreed that “out of question, the cheerful help that may 
be in marriage towards sanctity of life is the purest and so the noblest 
end of that contract.” 

Fox’s teaching about marriage cannot be understood apart from - 
his religious experience. “Now was I come up in spirit through the 
Flaming Sword into the Paradise of God. All things were new and 
all the creation gave another smell unto me, beyond what words can 
utter, I knew nothing but pureness and innocency and righteousness, 
being renewed up into the image of God in Christ Jesus, so that I say 
I was come up to the state of Adam, which he was in before the fall. 
... Great things did the Lord lead me into, and wonderful depths were 
opened unto me, beyond what can by words be declared, but, as people 
come into subjection to the Spirit of God, and grow up in the image 
and power of the Almighty, they may receive the word of wisdom that 
opens up all things, and come to know the hidden unity in the Eternal 
being.” As to the ecstatic young man of twenty-four the central 
fact of life was a vivid sense of freedom from sin, his main criticism of 
the “high professors” of these years was that they pleaded that sin was 
inevitable.!2 For those who, like himself, came into subjection to the 
Spirit of God there was no longer any need to think of marriage as a 
refuge from sin. 

In 1653 the Barebones Parliament passed an act making compulsory 
a civil marriage ceremony before a justice of the peace, and, in the same 
year, recommendations about marriage procedure for. the Quakers 
were circulated by George Fox.!3 The couple should first consult 
privately some older Friends; their proposal of marriage might then 
be announced towards the end of the meeting for worship which they 
usually attended, so that it might be further scrutinized and any former 
engagements brought to light. Objections were to be considered at 
the next general meeting for church affairs and there’settled. When the 
couple had been liberated both by older Friends and by members_of 
their own meeting, an announcement of the forthcoming marriage 
might be made at the end of the public meeting for worship, or “in 
the mid-time of the market”, but the couple need follow neither course 
unless they were moved to do so. 

After a suitable interval, the parties attended a meeting for worship 
with at least twelve older Friends, where a testimony was given on 
their behalf and they themselves spoke as they were moved . All those 
present, excluding the bride and bridegroom, signed a dated certificate 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


as Witnesses and the marriage was reported to the magistrate by the 
couple if they felt it right to do so. Fox laid down that nothing was to 
be done for money, and, in an additional note, declared that the bill of 
divorcement, a concession to weakness among Jews, Gentiles and apos- 
tate Christians, was no longer relevant to the condition of those who 
came together “as it was in the beginning’. 

The marriage might be published in the market-place, not in the 
least as a concession to public sentiment but because it was desirable 
to “judge” the World’s marriages. The advice about procedure was 
throughout qualified by the clause “as they are moved” and the 
responsibility at each step was squarely placed on the couple wishing 
to marry. The civil registration required by the act of 1653 was to be 
ignored, unless the couple felt it right to report their marriage to a 
justice. 

In 1656, when the Marriage Act was confirmed, a sweeping altera- 
tion was made by the unobtrusive omission of the clause invalidating 
all marriages not conforming to statute.14 Margaret, Fell’s epistle,1® 
issued in this year, differed in some important respects from George 
Fox’s advice of three years earlier. She stressed the need for searching 
self-examination before either took the first step and when the couple 
look each other in the meeting for worship they were to speak “what 
the unlimited power and spirit gave utterance.” She recommended a 
form of certificate to be signed by those men Friends present who felt 
free to. do.so, almost certainly the first Quaker marriage certificate’in 
general use. Finally, the bride and bridegroom were, without exception, 
to take their certificate to the nearest justice the next day, or as Soon as 
was convenient. Credit for this recommendation, which marks an 
important stage in the regularising of Quaker marriage procedure 
is due to Margaret Fell; the compilers of the great catalogue of 
George Fox’s papers ascribed it to Fox, but the original has now been 
found, endorsed by Fox himself “Epesell to frends of mareges by 
M ff 1656.” 


The simple procedure suggested by George Fox and Margaret Fell . 


was recommended to Quakers in the north of England in a letter drafted 
by William Dewsbury and issued by the General Meeting for the North 
at Balby in November 1656;1° similar epistles were circulated in southern 


England, that from the General Meeting at Horsham in May 1659 - 


going to Quakers in Kent, Sussex, Surrey and Hampshire” and others 
to groups.in the south-west." 
50 
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MARRIAGE 


At several points in this procedure the Quakers were not innovators; 
the publication of the intention of marriage, in the Meeting or in the 
market, the provision of a certificate of liberation, and attestation 
before a justice of the peace were laid down by law in 1653, when an 
exclusive State registration of marriages was established.!9 The 
declarations made by the parties ina Quaker wedding today are those of 
the Directory of Public Worship 1644-5 and the method of registra- 
tion still used descends directly from the Interregnum.”! _The Quakers 
were fortunate in having six yeats in which to establish their own 
marriage procedure under the protection of Cromwell’s Act,22 before 
civil registration was abolished at the Restoration, and when the legality 
of a Quaker marriage was challenged at Nottingham Assizes in 1661, 
Judge Archer pronounced it lawful.* Repeated attempts to over- 
throw Quaker marriages during the next forty years were uniformly 
unsuccessful. Sometimes rapacious relations attempted to disinherit . 
Quaker orphans, claiming that they were illegitimate;24 sometimes a 
testator’s brother tried to dispossess the widow;?> once a Quaker was 
prosecuted for incontinency by a bishop who refused to recognize his 
marriage in a Quaker meeting.”® From 1678 the Meeting for Sufferings 
retained Thomas Corbett as “standing Counsel” and his advice, 
sought on all problems of suffering through illegal process, was entered 
in the official Book of Cases. 

The parties to a Quaker marriage are not Bie by any human 
agent. “It is not the bishop’s nor the priest’s work to marry people, as 
you may read from the beginning of Genesis to the end of the Revela- 
tions... but it is God’s work and an ordinance of God; they took one 
another in the assemblies of the righteous, the saints, the holy ones of 
God, who was of the seed of the righteous, which practice is now 
followed amongst the people of God.”?? It follows, as George Fox 
wrote, “that we marry none, but are witnesses of it.”®8 Hence the 
earliest Quaker marriage certificates are notes signed by witnesses, as 
suggested by Margaret Fell in 1656, certifying that the partners took 
each other “to husband and wife according to Church order”*®, and 
recording their willingness “‘if called by any in authority to testify to 
the verity thereof.” The Hough-Barnes certificate (1676) is the earli- 
est signed by the parties themselves; this document recites the whole 
of the procedure from the first intentions of marriage to the final 
witnessing by thirty Quakers, seventeen men and thirteen women. A 
vivid contemporary account*! of the marriage of George Fox and 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Margaret Fell in 1669 shows both the Quaker marriage procedure at 
work and the convictions which inspired it. That there had been for 
fifteen years “some jumble in some minds” about the relations of 
George Fox and Margaret Fell is admitted in the Journal,22 and the 
records of the meetings in Bristol when their intention of marriage 
was laid before the Quakers there, show that great care had been taken 
to anticipate “envious and prejudiced reasonings.” 

Fox, a mature evangelist of forty-five, explained that his marriage 
was a symbol of “the Church’s coming up out of the wilderness”, and 
of “the redemption of.all marriages out of the Fall”; he added that he 
felt clear and free to proceed. Margaret Fell, a widow of fifty-five 
whom we may well call the mother of the Quaker Church, who spoke 
in the same sense, was followed by four of her daughters and three 
sons-in-law who severally declared their free assent, adding “that the 
thing intended doth stand in the covenant of light and life.” Three 
days later the two Quaker leaders appeared a second time before 
Bristol Men’s Meeting,®* supported this time by several men of national 
standing, of whom William Penn, aged twenty-five, was the most 
eloquent. “I am constrained to testify,’’ he said, “that as by our dear 
Friend George Fox God in these last days first brought forth the know- 
ledge of his pure light and life which had been in the wilderness for 
many generations, so is this marriage by him proposed to be accom- 
plished, the true Character, Resemblance and Expressed Image of that 
innocent Marriage of the Lamb, the seed that was before the Fall or 
the Curse.’’34 

The unity of Bristol Quakers having been manifested by many 
similar weighty testimonies, the intention of marriage was published 
in the public meeting by Dennis Hollister, one-time Member of Parlia- 
ment for Bristol, and on the twenty-seventh of October, 1699, “in 
the power and spirit of the Lord, they were joined together in the 
honourable marriage.’’® 

In answer to an ancient puritan who asked him why he had married, 
since “‘marriage was only for the procreation of children’, Fox replied 
that he judged such things as below him and that he had done it as a 
testimony that all might come up into the marriage as it was in the 
beginning, and as a testimony to the ending of the dark night of 
apostacy in the wilderness.°* This doctrine about marriage, implicit 
in Fox’s earliest pronouncements,*” was maintained at this high apoca- 
lyptic level to the end.** These first members of the Quaker fellowship 


52 


i ee eo ei EE ASIN OEE ANCE 


ale estan IRE Se 


ela lle 


nee a ty a ia = ge i gn ie eH pint 


Ser ea 


eerste abet 


er one AO Sat LA UNE a AR Nth mien CO Ae cg 


as Spe 


th 2 sbaowry SBE FY 


ah we 
+. 
; ' “ ps 
tt { iy yy $Y 
S07). 30-99 ge L343 Jit I ht 


db ; 
Yo erciegios ach 1: Me.” ‘abcde oeave ai ) 
oh ban *leweol, ads nbcboneibe: ai fet i ays 
Seatccon to. nodstal sledy macer fomin® a ai ‘age 
m4 healer mood bark om see } walt wart vit Sait 
Be  “epoinoese? beoibujesg bas & 


i. oyuirrenen all sant " vat ‘Obs evt-yt7Ol to wilygnsvs * 
Bs bens, eaaecraisl bor 1 WG OH artim e'donudl > oly” ‘to aie TY" ow 
if ok apy Labheoat (he offi to 10 eognirna Lis to notaguatine at oO 
Le vrih-ynt to -wohiw a jioT tad be m0%y oi sort bie asks vet 
ik wioge ow head; Tosti, » sift to rotiom od 1 Hiso How 9 vain, ow cnesive 
j . est Bae wrong rey tot io mie yu cowallea cew sat ane SiTine oft fl 

; ol Jets” gnibbs wees avid ist betsineb yHemvee ody wel-ni-anoe | 
7 3 veut T “cad bas dilpi Io inineves ors ai bate sob babpeat gauly 
| ; witind a ms. brdoae. fenseonge moked san? owl asi tote eyab : 
& meviten to nom limoyse ya eri? eitly barseg que “ gnissolf ens lomind 

4 i "Gen ae mu pie ~yoseawe! bows murah “with mothe, 10° canibnisie 
x theb vito. ylae dusts” "bis “ Fo Yiitees.o7 basetenoa ime Y’ # Jaaupoly 


‘3 4 woe silt snd eg oegtli aibod xo4 wr wh : eS wna 
Ss sot eeomigblia aks ni sed bed fm ot brie 11 yt on te rab iy tee) ‘ee 7 


“ieee sel tit Me ae: yOuy iets my rd ons Tem aicly. ue Ox enoits 7 "2 Yaa 
Malt Lo syered bozenrgxd bine sage idenseat sotogisdt D> ogee atl bother! iq 
0 ya oly aed sch mM t York bese orl ders] of hy hy oi ain Jimeonni 


lesen had Sys * cal One 
vei aed. yetivad a : 


ae ae aysiu to noliasiai a ince ars see rie : 
aa ‘ne ae eae ameilioH ond pe 
‘'S ge gedowO Yo direveeasw oft no bas doreint vot soot 


Priel ne, an ol oat} to aivige but nog 5 
he a: dna pa ied ee a 


-  dboivreate heii i orf yiiw y mit bodes odw netimg bedions cis of Towerls mm 
bailqn: » x 04 ,“nsiblido to molesr.02 1 ot ve sd as no eRW ogehinen” sonia 


88 IE omy md seh As if wold re ah ae 
Iie a8 


oth at gee tt em oger wun ot one vi +h al oy 
te sikigiee dsb sty © aad a yromntiagy 5 as 
sailgent cos xs man iwods salbgonb al r Pe iad 
“se20ge git eish 1 bonimaniwm ang * eineeneonsiosong pahdboaiy nm 
ghle wok st wale oft te evsnhiensese rail seo T 26 “bao oi of lal sag 


peo oe dl vale 


SOE caer ee 


- 


MARRIAGE 


felt themselves lifted up into a new kind af life “‘as it was in the begin- 
ning, before sin and defilement was.”®® Marriage was undertaken by 
two redeemed persons at the direct and clearly-apprehended command 
of God *; the intention of marriage was, however, declared to the 
Church, “that the pretence of the Spirit’s moving may not be a cloak 
or cover for the beastly lust, but that all such proceedings may be 
searched into by the Light, and tried, whether they stand in or out of 
the Covenant.” ) 

Fox’s high doctrine of marriage restricted it to those who could 
“witness transgression finished”; other folk who claimed that God 
had joined them in marriage were literally living in sin. Fox was often 
asked for advice,*! for even conscientious lovers must have found it 
difficult to be quite sure that they were “moyed and guided by the 
Light in coolness and moderation.” When his advice had to be 
communicated at a distance it sometimes proved to be so obscure that 
it had to be interpreted. Thomas Lawrence, a well-concerned Quaker 
of Marlborough, published Fox’s answer to some queries which he 
had submitted for resolution. Fox had said that it was blasphemy for 
people to say that God had joined them when, in fact, they had not 
the remotest idea of the meaning of “the end of transgressian”’. 
Lawrence admitted that he could see that lovers who were “out of 
transgression” and were guided by the Light in their marriage, in cool- 
ness and moderation, presented no problem. But what of the marriages 
of ordinary people; did the slightest trace of sin remaining really defile 
their marriage? and, if so, in what ways were the marriages of these 
transgressors different from those of “saints”? For example, were the 
children of the latter clean and holy and the others conceived and 
shapen in sin? Lawrence pointed out incidentally that some of the 
“saints” had “lost their condition” through marrying. Fox did not 
send specific answers, claiming that he “did usually answer the ground 
of a thing rather than the words”, so Lawrence published under three 
heads what he conceived to be the positive content of Fox’s reply. 
Those who were still unmarried must firmly shut out all motions to 
marriage that were not of God. Thase who were married must help 
one another to achieve the freedom from transgression known to the 
“saints”. To those who had wanted to marry and had had many offers, 
but who had for unspecified reasons failed he suggested that failure 
was due to following “self-ends, the usual provocations to the World’s 
marriages”, and that such delays in mercy might nevertheless have a 


y3 


; 1-0 Aad Ui eee ee aay 
hi ae fi i, 
rin a ee m 
“Higa wt ot ene ti ck” SH to bell wae eon 
Aa) be Ta) Melua 2 i 
yd aoderreh i cove agpiinels FO" gag | vaittot 
drama babnsrerggsny hemi ies tooath od 39 a 
Sift ot Auscbidy enact aber agebre le noity 
daolo 8 oct ton ken yowvotn « gitig? geht Yo sonst ; 
od yar egnibugzony done He-quee td deul ‘phen 


lore 20 nt bende yore rehedve bot haz that t ors ¥e i 


“ 
Po 
ee 
a Wa 


bivwa ove sawnit or tb beygtareen ahehanm YW enittizob xy A 

“hard amb hens Gwe Ao) ted “hedaink hole Renny enti” 

notte envi xe sale ab apivil Yilered ew oiustrniee er errors braxton} bal | 

4+ bavat oved sem erovell euetipebenss nevexct  saivbs wit badew 

_ Ed Babin laee bayom” omar yids tary onus ssiup od o2 aluothtit 

DS si on hail Sabet vel ealW “nobewbom bne ventions ni wight .. 

; SREY Seavey ca ee Oy Hsvorg asinhemoar df sacuelh § ts bstasinuemro 

roNeel? Bertzonos-liow 2 sonore enthodT bargain od os beat ai 

od ioht# sobiy Steer v9 tewenw 2'xoT borleildug dgucrodhisM to 

1? vimailqestt sew vt tars bine betl xoF muinidosss 102 bassiondive iret 

ton Bal yor god at este aecoris boaio} best bod ref ‘Re OF alqoog | 

“nbinetyenint to bos afi” Yo yoinsom ach to wsbi temo ats 

Yo 90" sry odw mevol yer 492 bluod ad sud bettionbs soneiws 

5 dads mi ageirsem sive ni 1d 
1 seetietaene oft Yo apaiyy nad 

- tlitab 


+ 
» 
fs 
) “ ‘ - . ¥ 
’ 5 a 
wey a ° 
- Snie mt 
uit Pepe | ? Fi 
; + tM, ” 
eka s? Weein: ae 
> a pee ENT Sa 
f 
4 7 
€ 
_ 
* 
- 


QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 
purpose in breaking down the body of sin and so qualify them to 
marry “aut of transgression’, 

Quaker marriage procedure depended for success on the integrity 
of the partners, tested by the consecrated insight of a group of fellow- 
worshippers. Where these conditians were fulfilled, Quaker marriages 
reached a level of spiritual power which fortified the partners against 
the suffering inflicted by those in authority after the Restoration. 
George Fox, however, believed that by 1667 the procedure was not 
being generally followed and decided that it must be enforced. Few 
obtained their parents’ consent or submitted their intentions of marriage 
to their Meetings; banns were not published at market crosses nor were 
the justices notified, “so that things grew to beso loose and some so 
careless that sometimes it bred disquietness betwixt parents and children 
and amongst Friends, for many times some would mingle with the 
world and stand up and take one another in Friends’ Meetings; nay, 
sometimes the loose ones of the world would stand up and take one 
another in the Friends’ Meetings, Friends not knowing who they were 
nor whence they came, of purpose to save their money which the priest 
would ask for marrying them; neither was there in many places registers 
or certificates made of such things.”44 Hence one of Fox’s main con- 
cerns in establishing the Men’s and Women’s Meetings from 1667 
onwards was the strict enforcement of the marriage procedure.* The 
advice he circulated in that year can still be read in the Swarthmore 
manuscripts“* and in the records of several English and American 
Meetings.*” 

Men and women are to promise to do only what they intend faith- 
fully to carry out; no one is to try to alienate the affections of someone 
already engaged; marriage must be with fellow-Quakers; there can 
be no divorce, nor hasty second marriage; he adds, however, “‘its 
better to marry than to burn; if they cannot contain, let them marry.’’4* 
Fox is very impatient with “‘some dirty spirits that say we make more 
about marriages than needs be; but these are ignorant of the true 
marriage like the beast of the field.” For him, marriage is “‘a type of 
Christ and his spouse, and it ought to be holy, and the man and the 

woman ought to keep themselves holy to their marriage day, that the 
figure may be kept clean, for I am sure the Substance is; and so that 
their Seed may be holy and their bed holy and their marriage honour- 
able.” His own marriage with Margaret Fell in 1669 fulfilled his ideal: 
“to marry as though they were not; to be so loose one to another by 
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MARRIAGE 


the power of God, and from all things, and yet the unity being kept 
in the power of God and his Spirit, . . . a marriage as it was in the 
beginning before sin and defilement was.’’!9 

Thus it was, in 1667, that Fox announced that “it was ordered by 
the power and spirit of God that marriages might be laid before the 
Men’s Monthly Meetings, so that all things might be kept clean, pure 
and done in righteousness to the glory of God.”®° There was to be no 
more “‘loose liberty under a deceitful pretence of keeping poeple out 
of forms.’’*! Although the procedure remained unchanged in essence, 
the simple declarations of intention by the patties, and of unity by the 
Meeting (and where necessary the refusal to record marriages of which 
Friends disapproved), were now to be replaced by a system of records 
in minute books, with certified letters of consent from parents, two 
appearances before the Women’s Meeting,® a certificate of their con- 
sent, and, in fact, a quasi-legal procedure which gave opponents ample 
opportunity for sneering.®* It is clear from the very solemn epistle sent 
down to the country by eighty-two “public Friends” from the Yearly 
Meeting in London in 1675 that Fox’s advice was not readily accepted 
nor universally practised for some years; marriages between first 
cousins continued to cause grave concern, marriage engagements were 
broken and the rule about publishing the banns was not observed. : 
A good deal of the opposition was factious® but there was some ground 
for the argument that individual responsibility was being sacrificed to 
group control. The suitor no longer asked for the concurrence of his 
fellow-worshippers, he had to obtain their consent. 

In 1677 George Fox travelled down through England to the Yearly 
Meeting at London to deal with the separation led by Wilkinson and 
Story. From Swannington, in Leicestershire, he issued an important 
epistle® dealing with those issues most on his mind after attending 
meetings at more than thirty places on his journey from Swarthmore. 
He stressed, in particular, the importance of insisting on certificates of 
liberation for marriage and it is significant that the complete records 
of all marriages in the Quarterly Meeting of London and Middlesex 
date from this year. The,records of the next seventy years amply 
justify the careful scrutiny insisted on by Fox; only people of known 
integrity could be married after the Quaker manner and, when in 1757, 
the old common-law marriage was abolished because of the scandalous 
Fleet marriages,®* the Quakers alone among Dissenters were exempted 
from the obligation to be married in the parish church,” 


95 


oe 
i] 


=: 


- 


thoneksz. ters nie nm bee wn of bhevtes scr yrenavose siothwe bre) geal: Pe 
j 4 


- cso ot trom * ‘aby, wit nitds q” overystlai syd yittuos ots ot erveats 


| - hairs ¥ ods or baxbgad awerd nwob bolleveg xo equ 


_ cnomtilieew2 moi yor} eid a6 exaalg nidi neds nomeas egnitesed 


- . 
ty ax i ay zt vrei 43 


> 
SI i Bh Te ay t - 
| - . - 
Yk. bexeivna ager aye’ wily | PEAS x0 gargs 
Mia? STOKE Baa oe eee wren 3] weak bod Yo oH 


SPECS. PET ule 4 fest oud shee ond viet f sie seid 08 apniton 2 ahd vapeur . 
d <aras reat L LY byes tt ‘icine 

signed » ipso ft ho sonsteng eal & sdlnne unedil sec ' wom 

erersiee wi.b are Hone borimnes mubsoorg ots tyworhta ® pent 


by aed fees .cvitreg oft yd aptimstin ito enol sexntoob squalls a): 


shiney to mates « ed boawlear sd or wom sew db mn vorqqseily abasiyy 
sttol bein ikiw elood sunim hi 
Wo rials Yo sieaPisien a Moye nits SM enanW 4 oily saced ie aoculdaet 3 an a 
eigrns eimingge ovey doithw atuhasong | legal igsup 8 hte nt oie nbs 
tase sheleps nensiog yxov alt mod 101 shar ‘FS aitiraonte A viinwn agqqa — 


were: Ps * 
Owe, Herieay neu }iesr 2) 7 or 


beiqeour ylibnon son xevr soivbs exo ok 71 ai nobmed mi quire < 
rel avaw sod 20% BINA 12s 2y since ot bsetionn vi aravlines ion”. 
oro eine USAT uguinent ATIC sveTE SEE oF baveliaos eniguao 


 bewniedo 100 enw winced sift gnirleiidug weds olor od bas redod y 
basorrg aenoe enw 9 di tud “epoirost exw aoisiecggo siti to bolybaow A 


=) baotinone gaied's eave qilidie coqest iswhivibet sak ian murgie aff) rot: 
iid to senstzupaos sit wt bade tognal om aoe ven T toxinas qinoTy 
ansenoo ried cinsdo or bad oe! # etoqqirlevow- worst 

oom eros ai 
‘how noenidliW ed hat ncsigins tit ve ole ititw lsob or nobaod ig gaie 70M 
insiegmé im haweei ofl e wiitnesesoiel at ‘ horgainnsw? t mow sys? 
Be ibtente zits beios atmo seom soyesi seoth thiw Qrilesb ¢ se 


_- 


weve: citirasa 20 yoiseient to 4 sonstrogiat wt yeluotoy mi sbeeeonie oF 

_ ehroovr sesiqaroa ads surly mesiiirgie ei 9 t bas ogernact sh moiseiadil 
ee boa mobnod to gnirool vhormeuQ), ols ib esgehnem tle 
gma. exsy yinowne seo seh to ebrooan, off F agsy aids mow oh 
ig viqoag i¢hve oF yd 


inn ers 
Reo — serait oe he ee nae : | 
+ = Sarees 9 


a) 


QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


The uniformly high standard achieved throughout the country by 
the beginning of the éighteenth century was due to several factors 
besides Fox’s personal interest®® and forceful instructions®® constantly 
reiterated. Thomas Lawrence, Philip Swale, Isaac Penington, Robert 
Barclay, with lesser lights ‘ia Moses West; expounded the Quaker 
view of marriage in their writings.*° The minutes, epistles and advices 
of the Yearly Meeting. and the minutes of its weekly executive com- 
mittee, the Meeting for Sufferings, show unceasing vigilance. Most 
important of all over the years was the conscientious thoroughness of 
innumerable members of Monthly Meetings throughout the country. 
In London the Two Weeks’ Meeting was exclusively concerned in 
liberating members for marriage, passing on to the Six Weeks’ Meeting® 
any cases of special difficulty. 

When the parties belonged to different Monthly Meetings they had 
both to appear before the Monthly Meeting to which the woman 
belonged, the man bringing a certificate of clearness from his Meeting® 
and the woman a certificate of consent from her parents.*4 The 
Women’s Meeting then appointed a few of their number to make 
inquiries and in the very great majority of. cases the couple were 
liberated at the next Monthly Meeting, though some. Women’s Meet- 
ings were so difficult to please and so dilatory, that the young people 
decided to be married by a priest.© If either party had been previously 
engaged, the Monthly Meeting required a written certificate of libera- 
tion from the man or woman concerned.® Sometimes the individual 
tefused to give the release, whereupon the Monthly Meeting refused’ 
to liberate the couple. A very moving letter in the minute book of 
Swarthmore Women’s Monthly Meeting, in which Hester Cooper 
tells of Thomas Wilson’s promises and infidelities, concludes thus: ‘‘So 
I will not give him up, nor release him to marry any other woman.”’® 
Lest it be thought that women were the only victims, it must be added 
that one of the leading cases in the records of the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings is the judgment sent down by George Fox and George Whitehead 
in support of a young man who refused to release his betrothed. They 
wrote that “‘a breach of such a manifest solemn engagement or contract 
is a practice unchristian, inhumane and scandalous.’”’* Occasionally 
men and women intervened spitefully to prevent liberation for marriage; 
their objections were very carefully investigated and fully reported in 
the Monthly Meeting but none seem to have been substantiated. 

In a very small number of cases the Men’s and Women’s Meetings 
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MARRIAGE 


disagreed about liberation; the men were more indulgent but the 
women’s protest is still on. record: “we decide to be passive in the 
matter.” Once, at least, a Quarterly Meeting liberated a couple 
against the gti vite of the Monthly Meeting who defiantly recorded in 
chen! minutes that their “‘consent is but permissive and upon sufferance, 
as in the case of the Bill of Divorcement in Matthew.”7! é' 

When the parties were liberated for marriage a few men and women 
were appointed to advise them and ta see that everything was in order 
at the wedding; they were expected to report to the next Monthly 
Meeting on the orderliness of the proceedings.”? Imprisonment was 
never allowed to interfere with the strictest adherence to procedure”? 
and in several cases Quakers were married in prison.”4 

When, in spite of the Monthly Meetings’ care, domestic strife broke 
out after marriage, the Quakers intervened and the partners were asked 
to appear before the Meeting; one couple, in Oxfordshire, after such 
an “eldering” signified that they intended “to live unanimously to- 
gether, according to their intent and purpose when they were joined in 
marriage.” 

Fox’s ruling of 1653 that there was no place for divorce in the new 
dispensation was firmly maintained, though there is no evidence in any 
of the minute books of the meetings for discipline up to 1740 at least 
that the problem ever arose in practice. 

Four topics require special notice: the rule against marrying non- 
Quakers, that against marrying “in the kindred”, the great emphasis 
placed on the undesirability of “early and unsavoury second marriages’, 
and the related problem of the estates of the children of first marriages. 

Fox believed that “the old world was destroyed and the beginning 
of their destruction was through their bad marriages.”’* He accepted 
wholeheartedly and literally Jehovah’s exhortation in Deuteronomy © 
vii. 3, believing that all non-Quakers were spiritual Hittites, Gir- 
gashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. ““Do 
not mingle your seed with the World, who calleth yourselves the 
people of God, for if you do, you break the Law of God in your 
marriages.”?? He believed that marriage with a non-Quaker quenchied 
the Inner Light: “But when the sons of those holy men (which were 
called sons of God) went to the World for wives, they slew the birth 
in them and so quenched the Spirit of God in them and corrupted 
the Earth and filled it with cruelty and followed the imaginations of 
their own hearts continually, in so much that they grieved the Lord, 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


that he repented that he had made man. ... And there is your example 
that marries with the World. God will shorten your days, as he did 
in the old world (except ye repent).?” 

Insistence on marriage within the spiritual tribe was not exclusive 
to Quakerism. Bunyan writes of it with approval in The Life and 
Death of Mr. Badman, and Baptists were suspended from membership 
for marrying out.”° When, however, the Baptists of Southwark per- 
mitted one of their number to abandon his Quaker wife in order to 
marry a Baptist, the local Quakers sent them a letter of sharp reproof, 
reminding them that they “know there are many marriages having 
been suffered in a lower state, which persons being joined in and 
become man and wife, it is unlawful to part them nor go about to 
absolve them from that engagement and covenant they are under as 
man and wife see Mark x. 10, 11, 12, etc.”8° The Baptists replied 
admitting the wrong they had done, adding that “such practices is 
beside our principles.” Robert Barclay, following 2 Corinthians vi. 14, 
considered marriages with unbelievers unlawful for Quakers, adding 
“whether it be lawful or not, I can positively say, It is not Expedient, 
neither doth it edify; and (as that which is of dangerous consequence) 
doth give justly offence to the Church of Christ: and therefore no. true 
tender heart will prefer his private love to the Good and Interest of 
the whole Body.” . 

Fox shared the scruple felt by his contemporaries against the mar- 
riage of first cousins; he does not seem to have known that this survival 
of Canon Law was annulled by 32 Henry VIII, c. 38,8 and continued 
to circulate his emphatic judgement “that the blood of the kindred is 
not out, in the sense of the law either of God or man, till the fourth 
degree be past.’’8 He relied on the opinion of his barrister friend, 
Thomas Corbett, whose “Breviate Concerning marriages” was pre- 
pared for the Meeting for Sufferings in 1679.4 Fox was supported by 
the Yearly Meeting of Ministers of 1675 whose advice, for two cen- 
turies the classic ruling in the matter, was that “as any marriage of 
near kindred in the times of the Law was in condescension, and that 
the nearer their marriages were the more unholy they were accounted, 
we in our day ought not to approach our near kindred, particularly 
first-cousins, being brought to that spiritual dispensation which gives 
dominion over the affections, and leads to those marriages which are 
more natural and of good report.”®> In 1709 the Morning Meeting 
discouraged marriages between second-cousins,** As late as 1867, 
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MARRIAGE 


Dr. Thomas Hodgkin, the historian, wrote of the Quakers: “In Eng- 
land the marriage of First-cousins is eontbited and the rule is strictly 
enforced”, though he admitted that on rare occasions “individuals 
disunited fom membership, in consequence of such marriages, have 
been re-instated during the continuance of such connection, and in 
some rare cases, when the contrition of the offenders, or peculiar cir- 
cumstances of extenuation have existed, have been ee over without 


disownment.’’8? 


These rulings were faithfully followed all over the country, and if 
cousins were foolish enough to fall in love, a testimony was issued 
against “all such affections and marriages, which proceed from an 
evil ground; that no such persons as thus go together in marriage, are 
indeed of us and owned by us, whatsoever they may seem or pretend 
to be.’’*§ Ina case recorded in Buckinghamshire the couple successfully 
resisted the arguments of William Penn and Isaac Penington who 
laboured with them, and had the courage six years later to ask the 
Monthly Meeting to recognize their marriage; they were disappointed. 
The Quakers in a neighbouring county. showed more elasticity, for 
in 1671 they consented to the marriage of two young cousins because 
“they do seriously profess that they see no evil in it and are so far 
engaged one to another in the sight of God that they cannot now part, 
and do also say that if they had known before that Friends had not 
approved of such marriages they would not have proceeded so far 
Ithett. 02 

Fox strongly disapproved of hasty second marriages, quoting in 
support the marginal reading of Genesis xxiv. 55: “there you may see 
these ten days [of waiting] was a full year, or ten months. And so 
you may see the state of widowers or widows that they did not take 
their wives or husbands as soon as their other was dead; they was to 
wait four months to see that she was not with child besides the day of 
her espousing.”® He commended the example of Abraham, who 
waited at least three years for Ketura: “‘Here you may see an example 
of virtuous Abraham, who is the father of the faithful . . . whereas 
some think it too long to stay a year after the death of their wives or 
husbands, which the very laws of the nations reckon among infamous 
persons to marry within a year (as in the Mirror for Justices). The 
Yearly Meeting epistle of 1691 contained a reminder of earlier advice 
against “early and unsavoury second marriages”. 

When a Monthly Meeting was asked to liberate a Quaker for a 
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second marriage very great care was taken to protect the interests of 
children of the first marriage. Malton Friends, for example, would not 
liberate George Smith and Jane Vassey, a widow, because the man 
refused “‘to give satisfaction to Friends concerning the settlement of 
the children’s portions.’’®? Swarthmore Women’s Meeting, in a minute 
which is typical of the thoroughness with which they carried out the 


details of Church order, asked, “what provision she bath made for _ 


her child by her former husband; not that we doubt of our Brethren, 
the Men’s Meeting’s care herein, who are chiefly concerned to see her 
former husband’s will performed to his child; and also several of the 
Men’s Meeting was left by him as Trustees, and he beirig an honest 
man and died in the faith; nevertheless it is as a concern upon us to 
have regard that the infant be not injured by the change in her 
condition.’ 

By the end of the first generation, marriage procedure in general and 
the marriage declaration in particular had been reduced to common 
form. In 1669, two months after the marriage of George Fox and 
Margaret Fell in their Meeting House, Bristol Friends agreed on a form 
of certificate to be used for the future. In 1677 an official marriage 
certificate was drafted by the Quaker lawyer, Thomas Rudyard, at the 
request of the Meeting for Sufferings;® it was submitted to the Morn- 
ing Meeting® and finally to the Six Weeks’ Meeting, who were respon- 
sible for the oversight of marriage discipline in London; they recorded® 
“that the form of a certificate about marriage this day is agreed to be 
made use of for the time to come and that the words to be spoken by 
the Friends that take each other be given to the persons by Ellis Hookes 
and they desired to observe to speak them as near as they can.” As 
Hookes was both clerk to the Six Weeks’ Meeting and registering 
officer no copy of the certificate was entered in the records, but it is 
safe to assume that any certificate issued in the London area after this 
date is in the form officially approved.” In 1690 John Vaughton re- 
ported to the Meeting for Sufferings that a bill against clandestine 
marriages was to be introduced into Parliament; it was decided to print 
copies of the Quaker marriage certificate for circulation among mem- 
bers of Parliament “to manifest the said people’s Christian care and 
righteous proceedings, not admitting clandestine nor unwarrantable 
marriages amongst them.’®® Whereas in 1656 the parties were to 
“speak what the unlimited power and spirit gives utterance,” by 1677 
they are to use the words given them by Ellis Hookes—“as near as 

69 


de 


ae 


ee 
a 


RE ct we eR 


+ panannsesheeanent 


Pwo emer 


See pion 


nM Bi 
eeme — 


se 
eR 


— 


\. oa 
J 
qd. 


ER rte engre tisk! me — 


4 


BA nes volt ex ieee ase dese oF avisedo of betas yah bas 
‘Riiisteiyer brs nore ‘alse xi@ oly or dik tied 2ew ‘eooH: 
‘et ind zhioon off i borings eew sissies oly To ¥go> on «9oMlto 


Yo ebewrinal is 

on bigow wlasays : 
mart: SH gesr8 yen eel ba 
: 


£ é ar wv ‘) 
lO riemnel iar ot oninwensd & Beh oS: Dk 
mney bit etlieke 2 Trane oW recta 
oh suo bate yous doltiw Miwa — wha 
- a, i se 
sot obsin start igtla er amiw’” 


P 2 me i >- . J 
UTI tak fag dy rest) Mey tei Ay-4 ow hevec nara yormo} avo. plizts a 


ut eH WEEN a ont ody sina ou 2'yn old envio 

dy tes dary iy bug : ah en baarratis vy tlie *bnederl 5 ed la 
TRSrleyt oe ; Piesct as: Hess; rae BB Of re Yai. { That! 206 yetieanld at 
ot a 1 HOQU SewUOD & ati asialiisys nr yt bist bat ais anon 


aah ni seastko > sly yd fei ton od sadtei oft seit bisps 
a a i ta a \ 

Pi #13 63 

baw ter: 29 ni swhenard aqui ; ju froin siggy sent adr lo os 
nominee of heowher ned hel wwlusineg ni aire: uilasb ostream off 
bine Pome: Kons Io 4, agerannn oth pile abaom owt Rae al van 


& OY towne ys ebireiyd fuser S -seuehl gat rook sist ab MST yor all 

; an ene / 

ee revent ieistho ‘is wedi B4 wart a iy sok b x d gs sseortines oe 
‘sos a6 lon (hash CB HOT. pay’ iiss ww oli yd hel ths) CEwW Bley Mistress 


“rom, wis br dpeamivecase RAVE ti A dhs PA otrrern ost Yo geeuqpet 
“S297 Siw oat # gnitsold "edosW xi2 Sets oF vlan’ borg Oe Mitites rr ni ? 
sire Cath? fir0 baw. ici ge irene} vaskgiers scl wih ace 
ad ot beens at vets vitly yairiem twods westineas § Yb orot aft doef” 
Yai rouge od a} mia - oils tary bras emo of ond ods xo Yo sew Sham 


Ea hy, een - 
tsdooH eiftil PO ATELY ay Ol novig od rsrito aes sales jad by abesird « Sih 
& 

A 


vith: tas core nunot alt ri os weet BeNtiree yrs Jat sesees or Sse 
27 potion adel opdt nl ™ bovow 148 ¢lisivito mol sit wt e2i oteh 
‘seebvecboon i Jertioys bid s sere egnishue x) uniisoM sili oF berioq 
ena, ‘7 bebiosh enw si taseaite? oini bsonbount sd or enw eucten = 
bitte worn sroutnkeoniy pot MEIN air rom te) ) ott } bo exiqoo Seru* | hi 
baw 9162 ached) 2viqosg bing atk i@hieanl oy” vorvartiibeest i 
“Shdsionnewns so vithesbads gritinbs 10m egaibssanng esoatedlyia si : 
‘OF ean Mees wml) Sed1 ni ahora Wei Iynore ‘epeincin vie 
6001 ud "pomenbti eovig aii lye bre 2% woq batimniin ache ’ pat 
on ten ee" eae OHET yet croedy oe en hae 
8 


— ae 
. 


{ 
f 


MARRIAGE 


they can’’—and by the printing of the procedure for the inspection 
of members of Parliament the formula became stereotyped. In 1656, 
too, George Fox, had recommended “that nothing be recorded and 
done for money in these things, but freely a free people and in love 
serve one another’;® by 1682 the clerk is to have “the profits of 
marriage certificates”’.10 

The earliest offences against the marriage order established by the 
Quakers are summarized in George Fox’s “Advices” of 1669, in which 
he suggests ways of disciplining those “who go disorderly together 
in marriage” and “those men that hunt after women from woman to 
to woman; and also those women whose affections runs sometimes 
after one man and soon after another.””!! By the turn of the century 
the grosser forms of disorder, which at no time involved more than 
a very small proportion of the membership, had given way to the 
temptations which accompany increasing prosperity. In earlier years, 
for example, the Six Weeks’ Meeting had specifically to prohibit co- 
habitation before marriage,’ and had to issue a testimony against a 
woman who married while her first husband was still alive;!°? one 
Monthly Meeting refused to liberate a couple because the woman had 
“behaved herself immodestly with her father’? and the man “had done 
wrang to a maid’’;!4 and several denials of “‘pretended marriages” had 
to be issued.! By 1689 the corruptions complained of are the breaking 
of engagements, both by parents and young people over portions and 
jointures, “which caused some to reflect and say “These marriages are 
like Smithfield bargains’.’’2° By the end of the century Quaker wed- 
dings had the approval of the World, for as the representative af 
Suffolk Quarterly Meeting naively reported to London Yearly Meeting, 
“several persons of account were present at our marriages of late and 
declared great satisfaction.’ 

One cause of trouble remained and increased; “‘several young folks 
seemingly of our society, and educated and brought up amongst us, | 
let their minds out and marry with folks of other societies by the 
priest, which seems to be a growing outgoing from amongst us, not- 
withstanding endeavours have been made to prevent it.” The 
couples were not, however, disowned if they were willing to sign a 
paper of self-condemnation for their delinquency; for example, when 
young James Hathornthwaite and Bridget Cowell were tempted by 
the priest who told them that James could not inherit any of his father’s 
estate unless he married them,!% they were received back into the 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


fellowship after “reading a paper of condemnation at Market and to 
the priest that tempted them.” The establishment of the Monthly 
Meetings in the years immediately following 1667, not only throughout 
England but in all the Quaker groups in Europe and America, made 
possible the strict enforcement of the discipline and by the end of 1739, 
17,720 matriages had been entered in the Quaker register books.!! 


NOTES 


1 Dix MSS., X. 26. Friends’ Reference Library. 

* See, for example, the paper issued in 1659, printed in the Cambridge Journal, Vol. I, 
PP. 329—33- 

° At the age of thirty he could say: “I was afraid if I did not go they would say I was 
disobedient to my parents.” See Cambridge Journal, Vol. I, p. 157. : 

4 Cambridge Journal, Vol. II, p. 451. 


® See John Henry Blunt, The Annotated Book of Common. Prayer (1903), where they 


are traced to the article on “The Sacrament of Matrimony” in the “Institutions of a 
Christian Man”’, printed by authority in 1537. The same reasons are set out in numerous 
sources, though in a different order; e.g. Henry Bullinger, Fifty Godly and Learned Ser- 
mons divided into five decades, containing the chief points of Christian Religion ( (1587), 
reprint of 1849, pp. 397-401. 

And James I Basilikon Doron, or His Majesty’s instructions to his dearest son (1603), 
p. 76. 

In the edition of 1622, current in Fox’s youth, the second reason set out in the Prayer 
Book of 1549 is amplified by the clause: “that such persons as have not the gift of 
continency might marry and keep themselves undefiled.” 

8 A Directory for the public worship of God... London (1644), pp. 58-64. 

? George Fox, Journal (1694), p. 5. 

8 John Milton, The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (1645), p. 8. 

§ Ibid., p. 12. 

10 Thid., p. 23. 

11 George Fox, Journal (1694), p. 17. 

12 See especially Cambridge Journal, Vol. I, pp. 3-4. 

13 See Ibid, Il, p. 118; Annual Catalogue, p. 40; the paper is 19B in Portfolio XXXVI, 
Friends’ Reference Library. 

14 Baptists wedded one another in the presence of their fellow church-members and 
records of their declarations may be found in their old church books: see W. T. Whitley, 
History of the British Baptists (1932), Pp. 197. 

15 MS. endorsed by George Fox “Epesell to frends of mareges by M ff 1656”, the 
property of Alaric Richardson, Esq., of Ambleside. 

16 A. R. Barclay, Letters, etc., of Early Friends (1841), pp. 278-9. 

17 Tbid., p. 283. The copy in the records of Surrey Q.M. is in Register Book 1147 
(Non-Parochial Records) at Somerset House. It concludes with a quotation from Beza’s 
Latin version of Hebrews xiii. 4: 

“Honorabile est inter quosuis conjugium et cubile impollutum: scortatores autem 
et adulteros damnabit Deus.” 

18 Somerset Quarterly Meeting held 27. iv. 1659. Shaftesbury Monthly Meeting held 
18. Vili. 1659. 

tA OF, H. birth and R. S, Rait, Acts and Ordinances of the Interregnum 1642-16Go 
(1911), Vol. II, p. 716. See George Elliott Howard, 4 History of Matrimonial Relations 
(1904), Vol. I, pp. 429-30, for the certificate of publication of the banns of marriage of 
Cromwell’s daughter to Robert Rich and the subsequent record of the marriage by 
Henry Scobell, the officiating magistrate. 

20 G. E. Howard, op. cit., Vol. I, p. Gor. 
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“MARRIAGE 


*t r,501 volumes of Quaker registers were depositied at Somerset House in 1840; see 
Friends’ Quarterly Examiner, Vol. XXVI (1892), p. 543 et seq. 

*° The Martin-Huntley certificate (3. x. 1658) is the only known survivor from this 
period;there is a transcript in the Somerset House folio collection. 

“3 See Book of Cases (1661-95), Vol. I, p. 28, in Friends’ Reference Library. “A Case 
of marriage amongst the People called Quakers stated and maintained legal at a trial at 
Nottingham Assizes the 8th day of the sixth month 166r.” 

*4 Tbid., Vol. I, p. 28 (1661). 

*8 Tbid., Vol. I, p. 112 (1669). 

°8 Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, 27. x. 1678. 

7! MS. “Epistle and Advices of George Fox to Birmingham Friends” (1681), in the 
Bevan-Naish Collection, 

*8 MS. Sundry Ancient Epistles, fol. 71. 

*° Breant-Whiting certificate (1661) in Friends’ Reference Library. 

8° Kay-Worsley certificate (1666) in Friends’ Reference Library. 

_ *! MS. in Portfolio X, folio 53, in the Friends’ Reference Library. This fragment of 
fourteen pages numbered 403-16 has been torn from the thick quarto .book entitled 
“G.F’s Epistles” [in Box Q, Friends’ House Library, London.] 

32 Cambridge Journal, Il, 154. 

83 Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. I, p. 14. 

34 Portfolio X, 53. | 

5 Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. I, fol. 14. 

36 Cambridge Journal, II, p. 00. 

87 e.g. MS. in Portfolio XXXVI, folio 19b (1653). 

38 e.g. MS. in Portfolio X, folio 66 (1686). 

38 Swarthmore MSS., Vol. V, p. 44. 

40 4 Collection of Many Select and Christian Epistles, Letters and Testimonies, written 
by George Fox (1698), pp. 62-4, dated 165 4. 

cf. The Journal of George Fox (1911), Vol. II, p. 118. 

41 See, for example, Elizabeth Hooton’s certificate liberating her son Samuel; in the 
Minutes of Nottingham Quarterly Meeting for 26. x. 1670. 

“This do certify concerning my son Samuel, I spake to Geo Fox about taking the 
young woman to wife, and he asked me what she was, and I told him as near as I. 
could of her behaviour and he bade me let him take her, so that makes me willing 
that he should take her to wife. 

signed Elizabeth Hooton.” 
42 Thomas Lawrence, Concerning Marriage (1663). 
43 See Philip Swale’s “Just Plea in the behalf of the innocent people of God called 
Quakers concerning their sufferings in respect of their marriages, 18. ii. 1667.” MSS, 
Vol. 101, folio 49. Friends’ Reference Library. 
44 MS. Sundry Ancient Epistles, in Case 51, number 47, pp. 69-70. Friends’ Reference 
Library. 
45 Bristol Friends had a firm hold on marriages before Fox began his campaign. Henry 
and Mary Smith were disowned for disorderly marriage in Xth mo 1667. 
46 Swarthmore MSS. V, 37-45. 
47 Box Meeting MSS.; Leek MSS.; Bristol MSS., V, p. 112. 
_ 48 See Bristol Men’s Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, p. 49 (14. vii. 1674) for the special 

procedure laid down to meet the case of William Crapon and Elizabeth Cock who 
“committed folly by being too intimate one with another.”” The Men’s Meeting discussed 
very fully this proposition: ‘Since the law of God and equity requires such should 
marry, it is enquired how far Friends should concern themselves therein.” The entry 
of their marriage, under the special regulations laid down, in ‘‘Papers of Contrition as 
to Marriage”, Bristol MS. 98, folios 23, 24, was cut out and surrendered to the Govern- 
ment in 1857 as a legal record of marriage. ; : 

49 Francis Bugg, Fox’s bitter opponent, wrote in the margin of p. ix of his copy of 
Fox’s Journal, now in Trinity College Library: “Apart, yes, she was such a dreadful 
scold (as I have been credibly informed) that he seldom lived with her.” 

60 The Journal of George Fox (Cambridge, 1911), Vol. H, p. 118. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


51 Sundry Ancient Epistles (1662-98), fol. 72. 

** But Bristol Men’s Meeting did not delegate responsibility to the Women’s Meeting; 
a woman Friend was asked to.act as “the centre of intelligence” for the Women’s Meeting 
and called on, if necessary, to report to the men. See Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, 
Vol. H, fol. 154. 

e.g. Nathaniel Smith, The Quakers’ Spiritual Court Proclaimed (1669), and the 
anonymous and scurrilous The Quakers’ Canons and Institutions (1669). 

*4e.g. in Minutes of the Upperside of Buckinghamshire, 1. iii. 1678, p. 60 et seq., for 
the case of Joseph Pearce and Frances Goulder, who refused to recognize the authority 
of the Women’s Meeting; but the Men’s Monthly Meeting ‘“‘could not find clearness to 
proceed in the said marriage until satisfaction be given to the Women’s Meeting.” 

5° See MS. S. 78. “One hundred and twenty-seven letters”, Friends’ Reference Library. 

5° See W. E. H. Lecky, 4 History of England in the Eighteenth Century (1888), Vol. I, 
P- 492. . 

5? e.g. the Baptists lost their right to marry in the presence of their fellow church 
members; see W. T. Whitley, History of British Baptists (1923), p- 197: 

58 See The Annual Catalogue of George Fox’s Papers, by Henry J. Cadbury (Phila- 
delphia, 1939), for scores of unprinted epistles about marriage. 

5° The minutes of the meeting at ‘“The Peel’’, 11. v. 1671, were altered from “George 
Fox did order .. .” to “It was agreed that. . .”’, see “Sundry Ancient Epistles”, folio 38. 

0 Tsaac Penington Some Principles of the Elect People of God in Scorn called Quakers 
(1671), esp. p. 44 et seq. Robert Barclay, The Anarchy of the Ranters (1674), esp. pp. 
210-11. A copy of Moses West’s little book Mixed Marriages was handed to every 
family in Windsor Monthly Meeting in 1732. See Windsor M.M. minutes, 25. xi. 1732. 

81 e.g. In 1678 Bristol Friends distributed to their young people five hundred copies 
of a paper of advice about consulting their parents before “entangling their affections 
each to other in relation to marriage”. See Bristol Men’s Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 68. 

® The records of the Two Weeks’ Meeting are continuous from 1672, and those of 
the Six Weeks’ Meeting, which cover a much wider field than marriage, date from 1671. 

63 See Six Weeks’ Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, folio 18 (1673). 

64 e.9, Bevan-Naish MS. 4041, 34. 

® See Sundry Ancient Epistles, fol. 46 (1673). : 

86 e.g, Judith Crowley, sister of Sir Ambrose Crowley, released John Pemberton; see 
Bevan-Naish MS. 4041, 36. 

Thomas Gunn released Alice Prestage; see Bevan-Naish MS. 2755. . 

8? Swarthmore Women’s Monthly Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, folio 44 (1676). 

88 MS. Book of Cases; Vol. I, fol. 141. 

69 ee. Upperside of Buckinghamshire M.M., 7. iv. 1686, and Newbury and Oare M.M., 

i. 1690. 

* 40 ar Women’s M.M., Vol. Il, 2. i. 1701, 

71 Windsor Monthly Meeting, 11. xii. 1669. 

72 “No disorder among the people at John Dibb’s house [the bride’s home] the same 
day after the wedding.” 

73 See Bristol Men’s Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, fol. rooa (3. i, 1683-4): ‘This meeting 
having received a certificate from our Friends at both prisons. .. .” 

74 Reading Monthly Meeting Minutes, 1. vii. 1671. 

75 Oxford M.M. Minutes, 14. xii. 1679. 

78 Swarthmore MSS., Volume V, fol. 37. 

77 Tbid., Volume V, fol. 43. 

78 Sundry Ancient Epistles, folios 15 and 16; cf. Fox’s letter of 4. xii, 1689-90, copied 
into the Register Book of Frenchay M.M., 1660-1712, “‘for to marry a believer with an 
unbeliever is to follow strange flesh and join with the uncircumcised that must go down 
into the pit.” 

ww, Tr. Whitley, History of the British Baptists (1923), p. 169, and W. T. Whitley, 
Minutes of the General Assembly of the General Baptists (1654-1728), Vol. I (1909), p. 23: 

80 Southwark MSS., Vol. I, fol. 27 (22. iv. 1667). : 

81 Robert Barclay, The Anarchy of the Ranters (1674) in Truth Triumphant (1692), 
p. 210. 
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‘MARRIAGE 


8 The Marriages of Cousin Germans vindicated from the Censures of Unlawfulness and 
Inexpediency, Oxford, 1673. But cf. “A paper concerning marriages in Hen. VIII time 
and Q. Eliz. reign . . . what marriage is lawful and what not” (1685) in H..J. Cadbury, 
Annugl Catalogue of George Fox’s Papers (Philadelphia, 1939). 

88 From Fox’s letter of 30. iii. 1683, quoted by Thomas Hodgkin, The Marriage of 
First Cousins (1867), p. 5. 

84 Book of Cases, Vol. I, p. 258. Corbett summarised the relevant sections of The Law’s 
resolutions of Women’s Rights (1632). 

8° MS. Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. I, folios 14 and 15. 

88 MS. Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. III, fol. 62. 

8 ‘Thomas Hodgkin, The Marriage of First Cousins (1867), pp. 8 and 9. 

88 Upperside of Buckinghamshire M.M. Minutes, xi mo. 1671. 

89 Reading Monthly Meeting Minutes, Vol. I (1679). 

8° Swarthmore MSS., Vol. V, 41. 

1 Bristol MSS., Vol. I, fol. 44 (1684). cf. Bristol Men’s Meeting Minutes, Vol. II, fol. 
48 (1691): “It is noted that it is scarce five months since John buried his former wife, 
wherefore Friends have showed their dislike of so forward and hasty proceeding. . . .” 

®2 Malton Monthly Meeting Minutes, 2. vi. 1694. 

93 Swarthmore Women’s M.M. Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 123 (1683); see also other examples 
in Six Weeks’ Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 11 (1672), and Newbury and Oare M.M. 
Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 18 (1674). 

®4 Minutes 18. viii. 1677. 

85 Morning Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 19.- 

9° Six Weeks’ Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 64. 

97 See Register Book 1477 (Non-Parochial Registers and Records in the Custody of 
the Registrar-General) for the records of marriages in London and Middlesex Quarterly 
Meeting beginning in 1677. 

98 A copy of the certificate printed in 1690 is in the Minutes of Oxford Quarterly Meeting, 
Vol. I. The woman’s declaration includes a promise of obedience, as did that of the 
Westminster Directory of 1644, but this was a departure from the Quaker practice of 
using identical promises, which may possibly have been a concession to the prejudice of 
Parliament. See Portfolio X, fol. 66 (1686) where man and woman use the same formula. 

99 MS. Portfolio XXXVI, fol. 19b. 

109 Meeting for Sufferings Minutes, 11. ii. 1682. 

101 In MS. “Epistles and Advices of George Fox to Birmingham Friends” in the Bevan- 
Naish Collection. 

102 Six Weeks’ Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 9 (1672). 

103 Thid., fol. 9. 

104 Upperside of Buckinghamshire M.M., X mo. 1677. 

105 ¢., Bevan-Naish MS. 2755 for denial of John and Elizabeth Hinton of Armscott 
(1679); Book of Cases, Vol. I, fol. 99, for John Copeland and Margaret Braddick (1681). 

106 Morning Meeting Minutes, 27. xi. 1689-90. 

107 Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. II, fol. 121 (1696). 

108 Kent Quarterly Meeting representative to the Yearly Meeting, 1719, see Minutes, 
Vol. V, fol. 375. 

109 Swarthmore Women’s M.M. Minutes, Vol. I, folios 29, 30 (1674). 

10 The figures for decennial periods are as follows: 

1647-1659... a 203 
1660-1669... vees 15800 
1670-1679 ee var 2020) 
1680-1689... Say 725598 
1690-1699. ecg 2,193 


1700-1709. er 222) 
I7IO-1719 ss fut R939 
1720-1729 es ge, 1700 


azote rags 
from John S, Rowntree, The Friends’ Registers of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1650- 
1900 (1902). , 

F : 65 


Nwow zontitant\d Yo watacnod peeps 


suds THY pail oe gt tat Vines tua 
et orton. y | Ay is teas) ™ veep Ise pe 


x 5, 
Nes seer hs, aX bck piecaaee “baoup fi ; 


otis oskS Yoo giect ansaid eeeneny ie 
apa Foti oe wollen d pl | 


eh TAR ; 
2 tines Bg Prec o- 
ee a 0 te 


5eEh'! qa i 
kecsa) 1 al ae 


lev dined 

Jet dt do ase eprclaaold alma SursayQh Aa essa} cp i to RT cronies 
iv wort. oid Lainad adkel 209 alenom avi aosese. ai 31 suitia| 1 See : 
ee ase pend bas tagwudt na Yo sitifvlis tock parce pears ; 

wa by 2 gontehe fork on or 
sienamaiton sali neg (onda) git td 4o¥ aonuatht MM, cu sat 

of tn Lins poridhy fies (ards) et ie i dev Pom orl ik Pir xz at 
Kpttay t asin 
Atv esseltl 


ED: > \ tae 
es Jot 2 Jo (eaunttl getivol gol | ne), 
1336 J eV saan gel oe ni ae 


te view? sf ab ebhoosH bas ersinige}! feitovel-atoW) ecue dell stein 
vhonG? meslbhilt bos coho.) fi esguiam Yo ebro set rot ¢ ab pehiged tn voce 
Joy si greitaiged a 
saps wg ogg braix() So consti acti ni otogdy ob sousiires oti tes sont” sage 
hale es, ee ee Ye geimtow © abuboi no ly a'natrow 

Kah lector oe Ne pee alii, Coker aC a So eal wna 

Yo saibufirg cc wi nomesane> « mood aver yidieaeg maple 4 estima leottaabi pos 

alanict satan eta Bey Canoe no care svete rr lat. patter olleirv0t ase ae 
Ba tote pose hier ayn 9 _ 

~nsira§ os wi rae aradgniea if 0 cot sqroai to exsiviak hon eating’ eis Cal 


ae nee t 

srt om: X AGM onideren rege 
shat roel shalagit oe wre Sah pon ork von 
a? Anibhac® sraygr lA bow tealaqod ane she a Jo¥ ane 6 rt} z 


Jogos) vet 40% N-lo . es 
pny ad aunt spied elise oth 09 vitateregan risanhA: sei0.34 


Agra) Ge oe ordi I lo¥ aeninihle MM desea * 
7 stil nen isnt | th 


ry he 
SS te Apx RG. a 


CHAPTER FIVE 
THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER 


“To maintain the Christian quality in the world of business and of 
domestic life, and to maintain it without pretension or hypocrisy, 
was the great achievement of these extraordinary people.” 

G. M. Treve.yan, English Social History. 


A hie Quakers of the seventeenth century made a deep impression 
on English life because they were people of character. They 
strove individually to follow a few clearly seen and mutually con- 
sistent ideals which they practised over the whole field of conduct, 
For them the spheres of religion and life were co-extensive and their 
ideals within the reach of all wayfaring people. They were sure of 
their ideals because the Bible authenticated them and their ideals 
were consistent because dominated by a master-sentiment, a vivid 
sense of Christian discipleship. 

The Quaker ideal of character owed most, perhaps, to the personal 
example and tireless teaching of George Fox. His followers admired 
his purity, his sincerity, his integrity and his tenderness and strove to 
to copy him. His life was dominated by an ever-present sense “that 
the Lord’s power was over all” and would give the victory over all 


distractions. ‘Never heed the tempests, nor the storms, floods, nor — 


rains, for the Seed, Christ, is over all and doth reign.”! Fox was 
essentially a man of prayer, as Penn testified in his beautiful preface 
to the Journal: “Above all he excelled in prayer. The inwardness and 
weight of his spirit, the reverence and solemnity of his address and 
behaviour, and the fewness and fulness of his words, have often struck 
even strangers with admiration, as they used to reach others with 
consolation. The most awful, living, reverent frame I ever felt or 
beheld I must say was his in prayer.” ‘‘Pure” was his favourite word: 
“Mind that which is pure within you to guide you to God”, and he 
believed wholeheartedly in the possibility of purity in other men. 
Compared with Bunyan and Baxter, for example, he was optimistic, 
for he denied the prevailing belief “that God hath ordained a great 
part of men and women to reprobation, condemnation and hell, without 
any cause or fault in the creature... .”4 He is not on that account 
66 
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Sarah Roberts’ certificate releasing Luke Breedon from a marriage 
engagement, 1710 
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THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER 


to be classed among William James’s “‘once-born, sky-blue optimists”, 
for he, knew the reality of sin and regarded it as contemptible and 
loathsome. 

Fox did not think of the Christian life as a solitary pilgrimage to 
the Celestial City, and the word “fellowship” was constantly on his 
lips. His desire to be friendly, to show his “unity with the creation” 
is illustrated by his treatment of young John Story who had offered 
him a pipe of tobacco, hoping thereby to detect a Puritan kill-joy. 
“T looked upon him,” wrote Fox in his Journal, “to be a bold, forward 
lad, and tobacco I did not take, but it came to my mind that the lad 
might think I had not unity with the creation, for I saw he had a flashy, 
empty, notion of religion: so I took his pipe and put it to my mouth.’ 
This slight incident will serve to illustrate the tact, the sensitiveness of 
heart and mind which marked the Quaker character at its best. It was . 
more than a compound of sympathy and a kindly disposition, for it 
called for that control of impulse and expression which are sure marks 
of a disciplined character.’ » | 

Fox gave a strong lead in shaping those asker testimonies which 
most impressed outsiders; the use of “thee” and “thou”, the refusal 
of oaths and of “hat-honour’. Each sprang from his passion for 
“truthfulness” in activities of all kinds. He felt that the use of “thou” 
exclusively to inferiors contradicted his belief in the inner light of 
Christ in all men. Oaths implied a double-standard of truth-speaking 
and the elaborate courtesies of the seventeenth century involved people 
in patent insincerity. His.advice to traders, which carried more weight 
because of his considerable business ability and personal experience, 
was clear: “Wrong no man, over-reach no man (if it be never so much 
to your advantage) but be plain, righteous and holy; in this are ye 
serviceable to your own nation and others, by your change and ~ 
exchanging of things and merchandise.’ 

Finally, in his tender concern for poor people and children he 
directed the energies of the Quakers into two fruitful fields of service. 
He wrote of the former in 1659: ““Your bestowing of outward things 
to such as stand in need is the least love, and things of little value in 
comparison to the things that are above and immortal.”® Fox did not 
agree with Baxter “that infants before regeneration had so much guilt 
and corruption as made them loathsome in the eyes of God”;! on 
the contrary, he wished it to be known “that the Lord seul have 
you take notice that children are the heritage ofthe Lord.” 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Fox’s constant prayer was that the purity, sincerity, integrity and 
tenderness which seemed to him to be normal should abound through- 
out England. In 1671 when “‘very much laden and burdened with the 
world’s spirits” he prayed: “O Lord, Put it into the magistrates’ hearts 
to bring down all this ungodliness, violence and cruelty, profaneness, 
cursing and swearing; and to put down all those lewd houses and play- 
houses which corrupt youth and lead them from thy kingdom where 


no unclean thing can enter neither shall come.”!2 To his fellow- . 


Quakers his earnest plea was so to live “that your carriage and life 


may preach among all sorts of people and to them; then you will come . 


to walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in everyone; 
whereby in them ye may be a blessing and make the witness of God 
in them to bless you.’”}8 “aon ; 

Quaker character was formed out of ordinary material in most 
unpromising times. As craftsmen and traders the Quakers were in- 
distinguishable in origin from thousands of other artisans and shop- 
keepers, working in the busy world of trade, exposed to the same 
temptations as their fellow citizens! and Fox did not exaggerate when 
he enumerated these deeds of the old man, “drunkenness, fornication, 
theft, murder, lying, cursing, cozening, cheating, malice, envy, brawl- 
ing, evil-speaking, these are the deeds of the old man which the new 
man putteth off.”!5 The formative influences were three: the practice 
of Christian “conversation” expounded in the Bible and especially in 
the five chapters of the first epistle general of St. Peter; the individual 
Quaker’s experience of the inner light of Christ guiding him into 
“Truth”; and the steady example and vigilance of members of the 
monthly, quarterly and yearly meetings, which is our main concern 
here. 

The closeness of their supervision may be illustrated by a minute 
of the Six Weeks’ Meeting in 1680. A Quaker inn-keeper had written 


to ask whether he might have the custom of travelling Friends at 


The Cock Inn, Long Lane End; the meeting postponed its answer 
while inquiries were immediately set on foot as to why the former 
Quaker host had left and whether his Monthly Meeting was satisfied 
with his reasons for leaving.1® The visitation of all members of local 
meetings became a regular part of each Monthly Meetings’ responsi- 
bilities from the sixteen-seventies onwards! and in most meetings there 
was one leading Friend with a permanent ‘‘concern”’ for the oversight 
of “disorderly walkers”. In Chadwich Monthly Meeting in Worcester- 
68 
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THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER 


shire, for example, Ambrose Crowley, father of the great iron-master, 
for many years carried the main burden, armed with a list of thirteen 
“questions thought needful to be asked by the Monthly Meeting”’.18 
The congregation’s control of each member was well-nigh absolute. 
No Quaker journeyman, for example, could move to another town 
to improve himself and be received into a new Meeting without a 
written certificate of “clearness” and no one could marry without 
undergoing a rigorous examination by both Men’s and Women’s 
Meetings at two sessions.’® In the decade 1728-38, for example, at a 
time when the strength of the Society was ebbing, a single London 
Monthly Meeting recorded as many as seventy certificates, for every’ 
man and woman Friend moving either into the Meeting or out of it, 
every man and woman marrying and every Quaker travelling in the 
ministry had to produce a certificate which was copied into the 
records.”° 

“The camp of the Lord and society of his people” was kept clear 
of “wicked and scandalous practices” only at the expense of persistent 
watchfulness and the rebuking of all who ran “into the spirit and 
friendship of the evil world in keeping ill-hours, ill-company, sitting 
idly and excessively drinking and tippling and haunting ale-houses and 
taverns, gaming and neglecting of their own affairs, ruining their 
families, which greatly obstructs the prosperity of Truth by their loose 
and disorderly conversation and evil practices.” 

The procedure recommended for dealing with “disorderly walkers” 
fell into four stages. First it was the duty of any “‘concerned” member 
of a Meeting to go privately to the delinquent “‘to reform and restore 
him”. If this failed, the visit was repeated in the company of two or 
three Friends. If the sinner was still unrepentant the Men’s Meeting 
was informed of the delinquency; if guilty, the choice now lay between 
admitting the offence and signing a written condemnation,” or being 
disowned by the Society, for the Quakers obeyed St. Paul’s injunction 
to the Thessalonians: “Now we command you, brethren, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walks disorderly.’’* 

Letters of self-condemnation for every one of the “deeds of the old 
man” listed above, with the exception of murder, may be found in the 
Quaker records. The following minute from Bristol Men’s Meeting 
illustrates the procedure followed when the delinquent admitted his 
lapse; in this case one Richard Lyndy had been drinking to excess. “It 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


is the expectation of Friends that the party concerned shall call to mind 
all the places and houses where he hath thus transgressed and bring a 
list of the same to the Men’s Meeting of Friends, to the end that a copy 
of this his testimony may be sent to each cid every of those places 
where Truth by him hath been dishonoured, for the clearing thereof.””*4 
Whena Quaker thus acknowledged his offence he was not “‘disowned”’,25 
a serious step which: was taken only very reluctantly after long and 
patient travail with the offender. In Bristol Meeting, for example, only 
sixteen Quakers were disowned in the seventeenth century, not count- 
ing the nine men and women who were married by priests. The first 
casualty was John Foster, who offended by going to the Baptist Meet- 
ing and who, after four visits, was “disowned by Friends for that he 
is wholly dipered from rout hy 
It should not be thought that the primary purpose of Quaker re 
cipline was the avoidance of “the defilements and spots of the World.” 
It is true that in the eighteenth century when external orderliness based 
on imitation and a love of routine tended to take the place of genuine 
Christian discipleship, the discipline became repressive and negative, 
but originally for most Quakers as always for the best of them it was 
thought of as the means “which bringeth the soul, mind, spirit and 
body to be comformable to God the Father of Spirits and to Christ.’”?? 
In terms of “conversation” this meant for Friends not only visiting 
the widows and fatherless but maintaining a high standard of family 
life themselves. The Meeting did not lose interest in a young couple 
as soon as they were married but maintained a steady round of visits 
to each family, sometimes leaving copies of the tract Caution and Advice 
to Parents.28 Each family was thought of as a worshipping group, an 
idea so natural to George Fox that he wrote in astonishment in 1671: 
“What, do you not own family duties? that we must not pray in our 
families and teach and instruct them, and are we not commanded that 
every family should serve God apart??? Apprentices and servants 
were members of this-family circle, and as early as 1679 the Morning 
Meeting reminded Quakers in the American colonies that their Indian 
servants were also “to be instructed in the Truth”. 
The ideals fostered by Quaker discipline in the seventeenth century 
were integrity, especially in trading, simplicity, unity and moderation.™ 
The simple advice of the Friends gathered at Balby in Commonwealth 
- times®? set the standard by which conduct was still judged when busi- 
ness became more complicated and hazardous in Hanoverian England: 
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THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER 


“that all Friends that have callings and trades, do labour in the thing 
that is good, in faithfulness and uprightness; and keep to their yea and 
nay in all their communications; and that all who are indebted to the 
World, endeavour to discharge the same, that nothing they may owe 
to any man but to love one another.’ Fox constantly reminded 
Friends of this, the first of “the ancient principles of Truth”, which 
he summed up as “‘So say, so do.’’4 

The epistles of the Yearly Meeting kept this standard constantly 
before Friends, reminding them to use few words in trading, to keep 
their word and to beware of trading “beyond their ability”. Young 
Quakers starting in business were to consult more experienced Friends 
and were to be very cautious, especially when engaging in “such trading 
as hath dependence on sea adventures.”’> With the opening of the 
eighteenth century reminders of the high importance of integrity in 
business became more insistent and from 1708 Friends were warned 
specifically against bankruptcy and in the next year against defrauding 
the Government.** In 1710 Fox’s Advice to Shopkeepers, first published 
in 1658, was circulated to all quarterly and monthly meetings to be 
read aloud once a year, for although half a century had passed, his 
warnings, including that to “take heed of cozening and cheating of 
people with your dark back-windows’’*’ were still relevant. By the 
seventeen hundred and twenties, however, a growing number of 
Friends had passed beyond the stage of small-town shopkeeping and 
had to be warned regularly against “depending on the uncertain prob- 
abilities of hazardous enterprizes, of the need for frequent inspection 
of accounts and, when bankrupt, of speedy composition with 
creditors.” 


The advices of the Yearly Meeting were faithfully followed by the - 


Quakers up and down the country. Helen Hawks of Chesham is 
typical of the counny trader who was disciplined by the local monthly 
meeting. She had “run out extravagantly in her shop-trade and thereby 
contracted great debts, far beyond what her husband and she are any 
way able to discharge, falaieairg reproach and blame is like to be brought 


upon the profession of Truth; the Meeting considering thereof, sent 


a just reproof to the woman re her excess and withal advised her to 
take especial care, to deal righteously and equally with her creditors 
and to give sheen as full satisfaction as all her husband and she is 
worth. 38 

In 1675 the Six Weeks’ Meeting directed the London monthly meet- 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


ings to appoint small permanent committees to deal promptly with 
individuals likely to become insolvent and tempted to transport them- 
selves beyond seas before the next monthly meeting.®® Southwark 
Monthly Meeting became especially concerned about alleged Quakers 
who sought sanctuary in such privileged places as The Mint. In 1692 
a list of these people was circulated to the respective monthly meetings 
so that Southwark Friends might “know how to carry it towards them 
in relation to burying their dead.”4° These debtors, who were Quakers 
only in the sense that they had attended the large evangelistic mission 


meetings, became bankrupt and without attempting to satisfy their. 


creditors lived in The Mint on the proceeds of their property. 

Gifts of money towards the building of meeting-houses or towards 
meeting-funds were returned if a donor became bankrupt."! In the 
eighteenth century Friends who failed in business might not appear 
as ministers or take any part in meetings for discipline and were dis- 
owned, regardless of their status and connections. Charles Lloyd of 
Dolobran, brother-in-law to Sir Ambrose Crowley, lost heavily in his 
iron-smelting business and was disowned. Many years later his 
quarterly meeting received him and his wife back into membership, as 
“he has made what satisfaction was in his power towards satisfying his 
injured creditors and has also given to this meeting a proper acknow- 
ledgment of his sincere repentance for his misconduct therein.”’# The 
minute, written by Abraham Darby, expresses the desire that “the 
Lord Almighty may crown the evening of their days here with peace 
and thereafter receive them into the arms of his eternal and unspeakable 
mercy.’ Unceasing vigilance and painful discipline first established 
and then maintained the high standard of integrity which became the 
admiration of the world of trade, recalling Barclay’s satisfaction at “‘the 
unanimous testimony concerning us, that generally we are an honest 
and uprighthearted people.’’* ) 

Integrity in business very early engendered a temptation to abandon 
Puritan plainness, for honesty had proved the best policy and wealth 
increased. The Yearly Meeting constantly reminded Friends every- 
where not to despise the day of small things nor turn aside from the 
plainness, simplicity and life of Truth, but the reminders became more. 
shrill as time passed. The Quaker ideal was sound so far as it went; 
it was the craftsman’s ideal of simplicity and sufficiency and fitness for 
purpose. When erected into a principle and applied unsmilingly to 
wigs, for instance, it produced such advice as this, from the Sunderland 
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THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER 


Register Book: “‘that such as wear periwigs do declare that necessity 


_ and not voluptuousness has brought them to the use of them, such as 


in colour and shape resemble their former hair as near as may be.” The 
Men’s Meeting of Long Newton were anxious that the principle should 
be applied to every article of clothing from head to foot: “not to make 
or wear anything which is superfluous or needless—as broad or fringed 
hatbands, needless buttons, with shows of holes not at all serviceable, 
wide-skirted coats and great cuffs, fringed knee-leathers or any other 
vain fashion not becoming our holy profession; nor gloves nor shoes 
needlessly stay-laced or flowered, buckles curiously cut or carved.” 
The ruling covered beast as well as man for Friends were “to forbear 
to buy curiously-wrought saddles or fine bridles, with buckles and 
nails placed upon them only for an ornament yet no way useful.’’44 

Margaret Fox saw the danger of this emphasis on external simplicity 
and in her last epistle, written when she was eighty-four, she trounced 
Friends for such “whimsical, narrow imaginations.” “Christ Jesus 
saith that we must take no thought what we shall eat, or what we shall 
drink, or what we shall put on, but bids us consider the lilies and how 
they grow in more royalty than Solomon. But contrary to this, we 
must look at no colours, nor make anything that is changeable colours 
as the hills are, nor sell them nor wear them; but we must be all in 
one dress and one colour. This is a silly Gospel.’ 

The Quaker fellowship achieved a degree of unity only after long 
and painful experience, for the advices of the yearly meetings suggest 
that the demons of contention and censure were never wholly exor- 
cised during our period. Even in the spring time of Quakerism, Friends 
had needed the advice “that no one speak evil of another, neither judge 
one against another.’’4° But the judging spirit died hard in an age 
accustomed to seeing God’s censure fall suddenly on wrong-doers. 
The weekly Meeting for Sufferings in London frequently minuted such 
incidents as that reported by George Fox when “two constables died 
lately, the one after another, suddenly, the one with warrants in his 
pocket that made distress some time since upon Swarthmore Meeting.’”*” 
In 1671 it was necessary to advise Friends “to minister justice presently 
and not minister muck and dirt up and down” and that “‘if one Friend 
have anything against another let him not treasure it up till the time 
of his marriage.’’#8 In some instances a Meeting intervened to stop 
Quakers quarrelling and fighting. Richard Smith of Newbury was 
spoken to for striking Benjamin Whiting; he apologized in the Meeting 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 
and the clerk minuted that “he did not strike him at all, but he doth 


acknowledge that he was provoked into passion and gave B.W. pro- 


voking words arid also held him by the hand-wrists.”4° The ideal of 
love and unity was, nevertheless, constantly held up to Friends both 
in the advices sent down by the Yearly Meeting and by such private 
queries as Ambrose Crowley included in his battery of questions for 
Worcestershire Quakers: “Are Friends in love and unity one with 
another?”’50 

As early as 1676 differences arising out of business competition 
were squarely faced and the causes of trouble analyzed in a paper of 
advice to the London Meetings. Disputes had arisen because masters 
had refused to allow apprentices who had finished their time to set up 


in the same parish; this was judged to be unbrotherly and contrary to 


“Truth”, “being the fruit and effect of a private, narrow, selfish and 
covetous spirit.” A wise and judicious Quaker, full of foresight and 
discretion was tempted to take advantage, for self-interest, of another 
Friend and Brother not so wise, “by taking hold of unadvised words, 
promises, covenants; such a Friend was advised rather to instruct and 
inform him for the best, as he would be done by himself.” No Friend 
should entertain a grudge against another of the same trade who came 
to dwell near him. “When a brother weak in judgment made a bar- 
gain to do something which was not consistent with his lawful interest 
and came to a sight thereof and desired his Brother to release him, he 
should be released.” All disputes between Quakers were to be aSitled 
by agreement or by arbitration, never by recourse to Law courts.™ 

Tale-bearing, an odious vice to which the godly fall easy victims, 
called out strongly-worded minutes from the Yearly Meeting through- 
out our period. The advice was entered in the Monthly Meeting records 
‘and read aloud once a year. In Windsor for example, it was agreed in 
1707 “that if anything of evil be said of any member of the Meeting, 
the member that hears it shall not report it to others, but shall first go 
to the person charged and examine into the matter, to see whether it 
be true or false and so proceed with the said person according to the 
good order of Truth.’ 

“Christian moderation” was deliberately cultivated from the earliest 
days of the Quaker movement.*4 A Friend was expected to be moder- 
ate in speech, for example, whether in addressing those assembled in 
the Yearly Meeting, or in speaking to his apprentices at home, habits 
which had to be painfully acquired in days when even Quakers needed 
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THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER 


reminding “not to speak three or four together, nor in a fierce way”, 
and when a Friend was threatened with expulsion “for correcting a 
apprentices immeasurably.”°* The moderation and quietness: of 
eighteenth century Quakers was a legacy from the teaching of the 
stalwart fighters of the seventeenth century. In 1671, Fox wrote “It is 
a Christian’s duty to study to be quiet; this is their duty and to exercise - 
patience”;*’ and in the same year George Whitehead. sent out from 
Bristol a Baran ‘Advice from the Spirit of Life’ which breathed 
tranquillity: “it’s the lowly, meek, gentle, quiet, long-suffering spirit 
that’s are to serve, to bear, to travail and suffer under all, that both 
discerns true judgment and that the Lord makes use of in his work 
and service, that feels his power and presence and that sees into the 
states and spirits of those that are ministered unto.’’®8 

Moderation in labour and in acquiring money were the lessons most 
difficult to learn and many a Quaker grudged the time spent in mid- 
week and First-day meetings at harvest-time or when bills and accounts 
had to be made out. So in banning Sunday labour the Men’s Meeting 
of Longnewton left very little room for individual judgment in the 
matter, forbidding “the binding of and leading of corn, scalling of 
manure, going afishing with lines or nets, and riding with horses and 
carts to bring up nets and fish; not that we would debar Friends of 
the liberty which Christ our Lord allowed in the dawning of the 
Gospel day in case of real necessity.’’®® 

Throughout the period the Yearly Meeting warned Friends every- 
where against “the temptation of hastening to be rich.” This advice 
from the Epistle of 1725 illustrates the choice constantly set before 
them: “You who are Parents of Children, labour fervently in spirit 
with Secret Supplications unto the Lord, that he may give them an 
Inheritance in Truth, whereby they may be enabled to stand up in 
their Generation after you to his praise and glory rather than labour 
to get great inheritances for them in the World, which has proved a 
snare and temptation to some to shun the Cross of Christ and embrace 
the Glory of this present world.’ 

The practice of these Quaker ideals was encouraged by the “testi- 
monies” which were written, and sometimes printed for circulation, 
at the death of exemplary Friends both young and old. The following . 
account of William Penn, written by the Clerk to the Berkshire 
Quarterly Meeting, is of special interest because the Meeting insisted 
that the paragraph about his financial failure should be included. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


“He was a man of great abilities; of an excellent sweetness of dis- 
position, quick of thought-and ready utterance; full of the qualification 
of true discipleship, even love without dissimulation; as extensive in 
charity as comprehensive in knowledge; and to whom malice and in- 
gratitude were utter strangers, so ready to forgive enemies that the 
ungrateful were not excepted. | 

Had not the management of his temporal affairs been ce with 
some deficiencies, envy itself would be to seek for matter of accusation 
and yet in charity even that part of his conduct may be ascribed to a 
peculiar sublimity of mind. Notwithstanding which, he may without 
straining his character be ranked among the learned, good and great, 
whose abilities are sufficiently manifested throughout his elaborate 
writings, which are so many lasting monuments of his admired qualifica- 
tions and are the esteem of learned and judicious men among, all 
persuasions. 

And though in old age by reason of some shocks of a violent 
distemper his intellects were much impaired, yet his sweetness and 
loving disposition surmounted its utmost efforts and remained when 
Reason almost failed. 

In fine, he was learned without vanity, apt without forwardness, 
facetious in conversation yet weighty and serious, of an extraordinary 
greatness of mind, yet void of any strain of ambition, as free from rigid 
gravity as he was clear of unseemly levity. 

A Man, A Scholar, A Friend, A Minister, surpassing in superlative 
endowments, whose memorial will be valued by the wise and blessed 
with the Just.’ 

Within thirty years of the first “Publishing of Truth” cheats were 
abroad counterfeiting the character of a Quaker and collecting a 
modesty competency as preachers. Ellis Hookes frequently circulated 
such “advertisements” as the following sent out in 1679: 

“We are informed of a deceitful person pretending to travel in 
Truth’s service and to have a testimony in Friends’ meetings. He was 
at Chichester about three weeks and departed thence the 11th: he went 
by the name of John Gwin, about 25 years of age or upwards: thin 
visaged, brown, straight hair; pale complexioned; a voluble tongue; 
mean clothes, white fustian waistcoat next to him, over that a fashion- 


able cease coat, some superfluous buttons; he borrowed a coat of 


R. Carter of a sad colour and a bay horse with a star of 4 or £5 price; 
when he takes Friends by the hand he looks another way; if found, 
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THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER _ 


aig the horse for the owner, as also the coat and write to Ellis Hookes 
in London,”® 

Andtew Pitt, of Hampstead, was regarded by contemporaries as the 
typical Quaker of the early eighteenth century. He set a limit to his 
fortune, retired from trade after thirty years and lived in his small. 
house, a hale, ruddy-complexioned old man, whose kindly face bore 
witness to the ideals of integrity, sincerity, moderation and courtesy 
in which he had been nurtured and which he had made his own. 


NOTES 


1 Journal of George Fox (1891), I, 433. 

2 A Preface to The Journal of George Fox (1694), p. 

3 Many Select and Christian Epistles of George fox (698), Pp: 9. 

* Gospel Truth Demonstrated (1706), p. 660. 

5 George Fox, MSS. Epistles, p. 476: ‘Sin makes ishexned) its.a loathsome thing, it 
mars the heavenly image, the pure image it doth deface. . . .” [1659]. 

® Cambridge Journal (1911), I, p. 44 

7 cf. Journal (1891), Il, 487. “Dear Friends everywhere, have power over your own 
spirits.’” Penn wrote that “he was civil beyond all forms of breeding in his behaviour.” 

8 Fpistles (1698), p. 157- 

® Epistles (1698), p. 136. 

10 Richard Baxter, Reliquiae Baxterianae (1696), I, 24. 

1 Gospel Truth Demonstrated (1706), p. 875. 

12 Journal (1891), II, 138-9. 

23 Thid iy px3 16: 

14 See The Book of the Two Weeks’ Meeting, for the occupations of London Quakers 
married in 1680: 


mariner strong-water seller plasterer 
weaver yeoman baker 
farmer. ‘ blacksmith glazier 
cordwainer labourer fruiterer 
clothier salter ‘  haberdasher 
shoemaker iron monger car man 
schoolmaster cheese monger timber- merchant 
tallow-chandler cooper dyer 

joiner fellmonger 

bricklayer pin-maker 

rope-maker wire-drawer 

merchant silk-stocking framework knitter 


cf. G. B. Harrison, The Church Book of Bunyan Meeting 1650-1821 (1928), p. viii, 
for a similar list. 

15 George Fox, MS. Epistles, p. 87. cf. William Penn, An Address to Pratestonte (1679), 
for the five crying evils of the time: drunkenness, fornication, luxury, gaming, profanity. 

16 Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 137. 

1Wibid., Vol. I, p. 22. 

18 Minutes of Chadwich M.M. [MS. 228], p. 189. 

19 See Chapter 1Vv. 

20 See G. B. Harrison, The Church Book of Bunyan Meeting 1650-2821 (1928), 
fol. 77a, for a letter of ‘ ‘dismission” which was equivalent to a certificate of clearness. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


21 Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, 10. xii. 1690. 

_™ The Quakers did not originate the practice-of recording “letters of contrition”, for 
similar apologies may be found, for instance, in the minute books of the Mayor’s Court 
of Norwich; see, -e.g., under 14th March 1667: “I Edmund Girling am heartily sorry for 
speaking of scandalous words of Mr. Thomas Chickering, Alderman, and do beg pardon 
for the same and promise to make public confession of my wrong done to him in the 
same place where I did speak the said words and promise never to offend again in the 
same nature.” Quoted in A, J. Eddington, The Firse Fifty Years of Quakerism in Norwich, 

27 


*8 IT Thessalonians iii. 6. See Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 89. cf. the three stages of ~ 


admonishment, withdrawal and excommunication in the procedure at the Bunyan Meeting 
See G. B. Harrison, op. cit., passim. 

*4 Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. I, p. 15 (1669). 

*8 See the ruling of London Yearly Meeting in Minutes, Vol. VI, p. 383 (1725). 

*6 Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. I, 20. vii. 1669. 

*7 See A Book of Several Things relating to the Service of Truth, under 1668. 

*8 For examples of these visitation lists, see the Bevan-Naish Collection of MSS. at 
Woodbrooke, Birmingham. 

*° George Fox, MSS. Epistles, p. 49. 

#0 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, 1. xi. 1679. 

31 The Quakers shared these ideals with many of their fellow-Christians, see, e.g., 
John Bunyan, The Life and Death of Mr Badman (1680), passim, and G. B. Harrison, 
The Church Book of Bunyan Meeting 1650- 1821 (1928), pp. viii and x. 

32 See Chapter I, p. 3. 

83 A. R. Barclay, Letters, etc., of Early Friends (1841), p. 281. 

84 cf. Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 36. 

% Fistles of the Yearly Meeting (1858), 1692, p. 63. 

36 At the Yearly Meeting of 1698 the following minute against smuggling was put on 
record but not included in the Epistle: ‘“This meeting understanding that some in the 


Government have reported that some persons who are called Quakers have used secret. 


and indirect ways to take up their goods without paying the customs and duties, which 
the law hath laid upon them, whereby the King is defrauded of his right. 

This meeting declares it to be the judgment of Truth and Friends that all such practices 
are evil and that if any person who professes Truth should be guilty thereof, such person 
would thereby go out of Truth and act contrary thereto.” Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, 
Vol. I, p. 229. 

8? Gospel Truth Demonstrated, p. 128. 

38 B.S. Snell, The Minute Book of the Monthly Meeting for the Upperside of Buckingham- 
shire (1937), P. 34- 2. x. 1674. 

39 Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 25. 

40 [bid., Vol. I, under date 13. x. 1692. 

41 e.9, Minutes of Norwich Men’s Meeting, 8, xii. 1685. 

42 Bevan-Naish MS. 2755 at Woodbrooke. 

43 Robert Barclay, The Anarchy of the Ranters (1674) in Truth Triumphant (1691), 
Pp- 209. 

44 Bowcastle Register Book, at 13. vi. 1697. 

45 This passage was suppressed in the printed edition of her epistles in 1698. 

40 A. R. Barclay, Letters, etc., of Early Friends (1841), p. 281. 

47 Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, Vol. III, p. 315. 

48 MS. Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 39. 

49 Minutes of Newbury and Oare Monthly Meeting, 21. iv. 1678. 

50 Chadwich Monthly Meeting, Vol. I, p. 189 (1707). 

61 Southwark MSS., Vol. I, p. 108. } 2. 

52 MS. Letters, Dreams and Visions, p. 15. Fox wrote in 1685, quoting S, Paul: “Dare 
any of you who have a matter against another go to law before the unjust, and not before 
the saints? Do you not know that the saints shall judge the World?” in Sundry Ancient 
Epistles, p. go. 

33 Minutes of Windsor Monthly Meeting, 28. ii. 1707. 
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THE CHARACTER OF AN ENGLISH QUAKER 


54 cf. Balby Epistle, 1656, in A. R. Barclay, Letters, etc., of Early Friends (1841), p. 281. 
5° Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. II, p. 5. 

58 Tbid., Vol. I, p. 13. 

57 Paper in The Annual Catalogue of George Fox’s Papers, p. 110. 

58 MS. Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 30. 

5° Tn Bowcastle Register Book, pp. 79-85. 

60 MS. Christian and Brotherly Advices, p. 44. 

61 Tn the MS. Record of Sufferings for the County of Berks, 20 and 21. ii. 1719. 

63 Book of Cases, Vol. I, pp. 63-4. 

63 Voltaire, Letters concerning the English Nation (1733), P- 1. 
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4 CHAPTER SIX 
THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


“Let us confront our ecclesiastical matters with the plain text of holy 
Scripture; this is Protestant: and let us compare our civil transactions 
with the ancient Laws and Statutes of the realm; this is English.” 


N their relations with the State the Quakers of the first generation 

especially show striking affinities with the English Anabaptists of 
Elizabeth’s reign, for like them they refused absolutely to bear arms, 
go to law or take an oath.? In the seventeenth century the Baptists. 
alone of their fellow Dissenters were unwilling to swear and their 
testimony-was uncertain, for while in Bristol their refusal was complete 
elsewhere their leaders argued that the oath of allegiance fell within 
the prerogative of the King as God’s servant.? The Quakers acknow- 
ledged the authority of the State with three exceptions: they would 
not fight, they would not take an oath and they refused “‘hat-honour”. 
In the first two instances their disobedience was grounded on what 
they believed was the authority of Scripture,* and in the last on their 
belief that ‘uncovering of the head is the alone outward significa- 
tion of our adoration towards God and that it is not lawful to give 
it unto men.””® 

Some Quakers at first did not scruple to join the army. Matthew 
Gibbon in Commonwealth days “partly engaged to be a captain 
thinking he might be serviceable for Truth therein’’® but Fox over- 
ruled him, writing that “it was contrary to our principles, for our 
weapons are spiritual, not carnal.’’? Before the Restoration the Quaker’s 
pacifism was exercised more in the soldier’s or sailor’s search for a 
livelihood consistent with Truth'than as a conflict with the. State.® 
Charles II’s Militia Acts did not involve Quakers in imprisonment, 
for failure ‘“‘to find a man for the militia” was punished by a fine 
collected by distraint.® References to Quakers being disciplined for 
not maintaining this testimony are very infrequent, although in 
1693 and 1709 it was necessary to recommend that Quaker ship-masters 
who carried guns should be disciplined. 

The testimony against oaths was finally recognized by Parliament 
in 1695 when the Affirmation Act was passed allowing Quakers to 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


affirm in civil, though still not in criminal, cases. Their attitude to 

oaths had been summed up by Isaac Penington, who wrote that 

“entering into the law-bond is laying of the gospel-bond by” and by 
Penn in the aphorism: “People swear to the end they may speak 
truth: Christ would have them speak truth to the end they might not 
swear.” The testimony for truth and against oaths runs like a strong 
warp thread through the homespun of early Quaker history. In 1669 
the young Friend apprentices of Bristol who had finished their time 
were unable to obtain their “freedom” because they would not take 
the necessary oaths and the Men’s Meeting sought the.advice of the’ 
City Chamberlain and the magistrates on their behalf? In 1677 
Southwark Monthly Meeting carried a campaign against the imposition 
of oaths into the Bishop’s court, an expensive business to which the 
Six Weeks Meeting contributed seventy-five pounds, half the legal 
costs.18 Some Friends seem to have used an oath in certifying burial 
in wool, for in 1679 Elizabeth Steward presented a paper to Oxford 
Monthly Meeting “concerning a vision which she saw concerning 


‘Friends that they should not suffer any oath to be taken concerning 


burying the dead.”’!* In 1682 Martha Weston was asked to endeavour 
to get a will proved without an oath in the Bishop’s Court at Newbury 
and her Monthly Meeting undetook to pay the expenses, “that if 
possible it may be some entrance for a precedent.’’!® 

James II excused Quaker constables from swearing in 1687. In the 
letter to the Lord Mayor of London, signed by Sunderland, the King 
orders that for the future such constables either be allowed to serve . 
without taking any oaths or else be excused the fines for this refusal. 
However, when the Norwich City Assembly received a mandate from 
the King in 1688 requiring them to admit thirty-eight Friends to the 
freedom of the city, the King’s proposition was put to the vote and 
defeated by thirty-nine to eight and there the matter was allowed to 
end.16 After the Act of 1695 the London City Chamberlain accepted 
the affirmation of Quakers who sought admission as freemen,'? and 
it would seem that the same course was followed in Bristol, for in 1697 
the City Chamberlain and officers were “suitably rewarded” by the 
Men’s Meeting for “procuring ease to the young men Friends that were 
made burgesses.”!8 In the same year a Falmouth Quaker was elected 


an officer of the Corporation but the Attorney-General, in a written 


opinion, advised that to accept office would be against the provisions 
of the Test Act.!® 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


In 1709 forty Aberdeen Quakers, headed by Robert Barclay of Ury, 
petitioned against the clause‘in the freeman’s oath “denying the heresies 
of Popery and Quakerism” which concluded “if I shall at any time 
(as God forbid) apostatize from the said protestant religion, by owning 
or professing Popery or Quakerism, I hereby renounce all benefit and 
privilege.” The Barons of the Exchequer in Edinburgh conceived the 
addition not to be warranted by law and finally, by order in Council 
of June 21st, 1714, the Corporation of Aberdeen were instructed “that 
the words of the said oath be left out so far as they concern the 
Quakers.” In the same year Daniel Quare, the Quaker watchmaker, 
submitted to the Meeting for Sufferings a paper setting out his refusal 
of a pension of three hundred pounds a year to be King’s watchmaker, 
“because for conscience sake he could not qualify himself, as the Law 
directs, by taking the oaths.” Quare had felt it wrong to put in a 
deputy who would be willing to swear and the problem was finally 
~ solved by George I’s decision not to issue a patent and to invite Quare 
to do the work unofficially.” 

The Corporation of York took advantage of Quaker freemen’s 
scruples, elected them sheriffs and then fined them seventy pounds 
each for refusing to serve, knowing that if they did, they would be 
liable to the penalties of the Corporation and Test Acts. In 1721, the 
Meeting for Sufferings sought legal advice in the matter but it was not 
until 1734, when Roger Shackleton refused to qualify by taking the 
oath, was fined a hundred and fifty pounds by the Corporation and 
took the case to the King’s Bench, that the abuse was stopped.” 

In laws enacted after the Revolution provision was usually made 
for the Quaker scruple against taking the oath, as in the “Act for the 
“increase and encouragement of seamen’ or that “for settling the trade 
to the East Indies.”24 Even Queen Anne’s Act “‘for the further security 
of the Churches of England and Ireland’*® contained a proviso per- 
mitting Quakers along with other Dissenters to teach Reading, 
Writing, Arithmetic and Mathematics in the English tongue, Naviga- 
tion and Mechanical Arts without having taken an oath. 

The Quakers’ relation to the State was marked from Common- 
wealth days by conscientious citizenship and each claim was considered 
in the light of Bible injunctions and English Law.?* Their readiness to 
help in civil government is shown, for example, by the presentation 
to the Council of State by Northamptonshire Friends in 1655 of a list 
“of Friends’ names that have estates in this County and judged to be 

82 


o> 


a 
rf ; 
if ehy yee. $4 7 ih ; hin acy he * f 0U one yanqo" 
; } eres Vik crobgHory thas BS) ng his odie ots (otdrot bow | 
+f ae bis irtucrod fe doenioies weave T mat TY ¥ a to 
. H pe oft hevies YS Py rieduah ni Se gary: er: + dT “ex 
a fisarc. mi tobe yb cyitenlt teas we I ed basneniwr od 07 te 
j ‘ watts | i) chaise hate! ne each Yo nevis 2010.) adh mage ? ‘dhl bm 
ag oft saadaos yds an yh oe 0 Stel od thao bine ath to ebtow ort ; a: 
: { 5 i 3 Lachiaed Wy Fenech): nls eolt iD | tote] bea’ wee onl al ae mht 
4 a iheviion ail tap Beisioe 79 ae i eqgutratiui x0 grtitesh ol ork or bettiendue — “4 
ce omsttdvaew 2gaidl od axis Ko &.2br weg: rangi asnslt to arotasrax, eo 
j 1 Wid ott an Bogert leat Hui bhuos on sdee-somsinenos : wt sexuicncl 
| aoe reg Ot Boone’ si wh bed neu an od gaialer yd. giao ih cay 
Be i vow minidox: st bas tse of 3 gaillin od bluow odw erugab * et ‘ 
j sas) stlynl on brs: tersteq i Dtkel on Jon moleiosb 2 Tayo) yd baviog eee, 


’ 


*Vninittonn drow sth ob Oo: 
#‘neamtoont ralaad 3 io sgucevbs rane in Y to moitexogquo) edT ~ i 
bey: Yitrovoe srocly buat-mekt bre i ieadle ‘fresh bsi2als aolyurre 

_ a bloove ors gotta yods i taxa gsiwond vd OF Ruisiter to}. rloss 

> 4a deca at zipA, wt bay nolsswoqro) ott 10 apitisnan ody adel 

rath 9 wir 24 neck TetIGER 95 ict wivbe Isgol sdguoe agaieiue yl aio 
gil agentatet age elitsayp a beetst norsfalsale g0K galw ares lg 
baie noinerengyad sight yo abiwog hia bos borbauil deat cow dio 


‘aa 


San get eases 


=A oh ehh Giliatel sends ult, anti sh onal e‘gnil ods at eeu oh soar IPs 
ines sham yt Kaeeis Rey raed rong 4 WHEE TC oir rfis bseanes ewel al <A : r 
| ails el gah os a6 _thue ols anhle seninge alqurize rede oils wot rene Fh 
Fi ks 5 yoihiag 20?” eels 10 pomnese to 20 smogeiwoons bes sensei uae o 
| Whee rabruast ous rot" 19.4 2'snd nse) nov scithal rasBoh on te 
- “th oriveng » boaisiaos "barbed bas. bralaed to tint) otto we 
Bie] Ralbsedl roses 0}. erste radio sitiw yavls ao: feu) | gainim oars; 
“y ie 
fe sia cougnor dyed oft mi soixemnedsald bas oibomndai A on ~. 
i ane » alte oe ashes yaived sworltiw aA ssicerosM bneaoy: i 
| ctomnene) tao hodwor sew sicid ott 03 nouslor ‘exndau) sil iT ie 


r by sbiemoa zara seule stone den # qitlenasisia euoitnsinenoa wd ta crt 


— eepibee viodT yet deils yell baa yap aiid 20 yl = srl 
mi re oil yd gern ry 
wis to Pee ni ebnints'l oriites 


i te ve oo ty ~"y ‘Trew 


> 


“*<— ran Oi sey 


; kag 1 fier ‘2 
. — ; es ws : af a 


> 
i 
a 


er grt ee ree ee 


THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


fitting men to rule for God” as justices of the peace,2’ and by the advice 
of the General Meeting at Balby in 1656 which recommended “that if 
any be called to serve the commonwealth in any public service, which 
is for the public wealth and good, that with cheerfulness it be under- 
taken and in faithfulness discharged unto God; that therein patterns 
and examples in the thing that is righteous they may be to those that 
be without.”*8 In 1680 Oxfordshire Quarterly Meeting prepared a list 
of the eighty-nine Quaker freeholders in the county which suggests, 
at the least, that the Quakers were officially interested in the forth- 
coming general election.*® In 1687 some Friends were invited to take 
office as justices of the peace and at the next yearly meeting Bray 
Doyley of Adderbury West, Oxfordshire, asked publicly for guidance 
in the matter but Fox, who thought the moment most inopportune 
(it was June 1688), closed the discussion abruptly.2° In 1698 John 
Archdale was chosen member of Parliament for Chipping Wycombe 
but was refused his seat because he would not take the oaths. In general, 
after 1688, the official advice from the Yearly Meeting was a nicely 
balanced mixture of exhortation to behave dutifully and with gratitude 
to the Government*! and to avoid defrauding the King of his customs — 
and excise.*? And yet three thousand Quakers were imprisoned during 
the Commonwealth, not for their religious beliefs but for disturbing 
the peace. The troublesome “First Publishers of Truth” were dealt 
with either under the Vagrancy Act,®* under the ordinance of 1644 
which prohibited travelling on the Lord’s Day,°4 or under a Marian 
statute which protected official preachers from malicious disturbance.*° 
With the Restoration came the deliberate persecution of all non- 
conformists and, as we have seen,** during the decade after 1660 the 
Quaker societies were threatened with extinction, for those who escaped 
imprisonment suffered crippling distraints.*” 

The Quakers appear to be the only body of dissenters who evolved 
a special organization for dealing with these problems and it was not 


until 1675 that they took effectual legal action against their persecu- . - 


tors.*8 In 1672 forexample, when the Quakers were relieved by Charles 
II’s Declaration of Indulgence the negotiations for the release of the 
four hundred and ninety-one prisoners were carried through privately 
by two Quakers, George Whitehead and Thomas Moore, as there was 
no official committee yet in existence. They had for many years kept 
records of their “sufferings” and in 1674 a summary covering the 
years 1650-1660 was published. There had been local “Meetings for 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Sufferings” in the counties, which had consulted with London Friends 
of the Six Weeks’ Meeting.®® There had been, however, no concerted 
attempt to test the legality of the processes by which the Quakers 
were being crushed, and many Friends, including the saintly William 
Dewsbury and Isaac Penington, disapproved of asserting their rights 
at law. . j 

Thomas Lloyd of Dolobran, later Penn’s deputy in Pennsylvania, 
was among those who did not intend to suffer when the Law was on 
their side. Richard Davies describes in his Journal* how, with a small 
number of Friends, Lloyd was sitting “peaceably with the doors open 
and all silent” when one Justice Maurice appeared and ordered them 
to depart. The Justice allowed them a quarter of an hour in which to 
finish their Meeting, during which Lloyd “uttered a few words, by 
way of defining the true religion.” He was fined twenty. pounds for 
preaching, though Dolobran was outside Maurice’s jurisdiction. The 
distraint was executed by two personal servants of the justice’s, and 
the conviction was not certified at the next quarter sessions. 

It was to discuss measures for bringing to an end illegalities of this 
kind that the crucial conference was called in London in the autumn 
of 1675. The main purpose of the Meeting for Sufferings then set up 
was “to endeavour for relief by the Law of the Land to stop the des- 
troyer.”“1 It was agreed “‘that it is convenient that Friends that suffer 
beyond the limits and severity of the Law have an understanding there- 
of... that they may know in what cases relief may be had, they having 
their liberty in the Truth to accept thereof or to suffer.” Thomas 
Rudyard, the Quaker solicitor, undertook to obtain counsel’s opinion 
in answer to specific questions, that Friends “may not remain in a 
groundless or uncertain expectation.’ 

Thus originally the Meeting for Sufferings was a committee for 

legal defence. Plenary sessions were held on the last Thursday before 
each Law term and an executive committee of a quarter of the total 
membership met weekly during term-time. A convenient room was 
hired as permanent office and committee room where the harassed 
Ellis Hookes, already Clerk to theSixWeeks’ Meeting, the Two Weeks’ 
Meeting and the Yearly Meeting, contended manfully with the ever- 
growing weight of Meeting for Sufferings business which finally 
overwhelmed him.‘ , 
The Meeting for Sufferings was convened by the Morning Meeting 


of Ministers, the weekly gathering of Quaker preachers, and for some 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


years the new committee remained under its nominal supervision,“ 
but by the beginning of the eighteenth century the younger body had 
replaced the older as the effectual executive committee of the Society, 
a significant change which will be discussed more fully in chapter VII. 

The leading members of this new committee were mainly recent 
converts such as William Penn, William Meade and Thomas Ellwood, 
who believed in using Law to defeat illegality. They did not share 
Barclay’s prejudice against “that deceitful Tribe of Lawyers, who by 
their many Tricks and Endless Intricacies have rendered Justice in 
their Method burdensome to honest men and seek not so much to put 
an end, as to foment controversies and Contentions.’’”® 

Penn’s reliance on “the fundamental Laws of England” in Bushell’s 
case is too well known to require discussion here.*® Less well known is 
Thomas Ellwood’s successful prosecution of the informers Aris and 
Lacy for perjury. Aris “the cow stealer” and Lacy, “‘a broken iron- - 
monger of Wycombe” laid an information against Friends of Jordans 
Meeting under the second Conventicle Act. They had, unfortunately 
for themselves, included in the list of names of Quakers present, one 
Dr. Thomas Zachary and his wife who had been away in London at 
the time. The doctor was convicted and when he appealed against a 
fine of thirty pounds the justice sent him to prison “for a reflection on 
the Government.” The case came on at the next general Quarter 
Sessions at High Wycombe where the doctor was able to prove an 
alibi, for Thomas Ellwood had taken “care that four substantial wit- 
nesses, citizens of unquestionable credit, should come down from 
London in a coach and four horses hired on purpose.” Ellwood next 
brought an indictment against Aris and Lacy for wilful perjury and 
got his verdict. Aris fled the country and Lacy went into hiding. As 
Ellwood had undertaken the prosecution on behalf of the Monthly 
Meeting of the Upperside of Buckinghamshire the costs were defrayed 
by several collections among the members in the course of 1670 and 
1671. 

The Quakers were troubled by informers, in spite of the high 
mortality rate among that fraternity,” until pine II “having extended 
his favour to the Quakers” directed justices of the peace not to 
countenance such prosecutions.*® In London “informing” declined 
suddenly in 1686 after three informers had been convicted of perjury 
and sent to Newgate by the Quarter Sessions.*® 

Perhaps the most important general function of the Meeting for 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Sufferings was the instruction of Quakers up and down the country in 
the legal powers of law officers and the limits of their jurisdiction. 
They earned, for instance, that the local constable might not execute 
an illegal warrant or refuse to give the victim a copy of a legal one; he 
might not break down doors or enter at a window. The committee 
warned Friends against many irregularities, such as the illegal exercise of 
jurisdiction by county courts in tithe cases.5! Quakers were sometimes 


convicted before being summoned and sometimes convicted in their ab-. 


sence for it still had to be established that it was against natural justice 
to condemn any without hearing them. In 1684 Counsellor Darnell 
wrote for Friends an account of the creation of justices of the peace 
in Edward IIPs® time and the subsequent widening of their authority 
by other statutes. Friends were supplied with statements about indict- 
ments, learning for example that they were not to be denied copies, 
that indictments must agree precisely with the statutes and that they 
should not be recorded until “found by the jury.’’®* In 1680 a special 


paper was prepared “for the help and instruction of those who under- 


take to confer with the Grand Jury on Friends’ behalf”, for many 
grand juries “entertained the false notion of indictments as unalterable 
records.’’>4 In 1682 Saunders gaye his opinion that Friends might 
recover damages when their children were “abused in Meetings’’® and 
in 1684 the Meeting for Sufferings investigated the complaint of 
Gloucester prisoners that they were being required “to prove them- 
selves ‘not guilty’.”°® By 1684 there is some evidence that the policy 
of the Meeting for Sufferings was making some slight headway against 
the tide of illegality for so formidable a judge as Jeffreys said in court: 
“Why should not they (Friends) have the benefit of the Law as well 
as others.”5” 

Thomas Rudyard “a man skilful in the law of the land and zealous 
for the liberties of the people” acted as solicitor to the Meeting for 
Sufferings until his appointment as Deputy-Governor of East Jersey 
in 1682.58 Thomas Corbett was appointed standing counsel in 1676. 
He had stood high in Friends’ esteem since his success in saving Fox 
from praemunire at Worcester the previous year. 

The new policy of challenging illegal processes by reference to 
English Law is admirably illustrated by the two Books of Cases 
covering the years 1661-1738. In the first which covers the years 
1661-1695 there are references to thirty-seven statutes which may be 
divided into two unequal sections, eleven before and twenty-six after 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


the Reformation Parliament of Henry VIII. The earliest is the Statute 
of Westminster 1, c. 46 against delay of justice; then comes 9 Henry 
If c. 29,~which gave Coke his opportunity of enlarging on the liberties 
of Englishmen: “No free man shall be arrested or detained in prison, 

or deprived of his freehold, or his liberties or free customy or outlawed 
or exiled, or in anyway molested; and we will not set forth against 
him nor send against him, unless by the lawful judgment of his peers 
and by the law of the land.” William Penn, Bray Doyley and other 
Quakers seem to have relied especially on this statute when they talked 
of “the fundamental laws of England.”®? The limits of the powers of 
petty constables are traced forward from 13 Edward I, c. 2 and the 
jurisdiction of ecclesiastical courts from the statute 13 Edward I, 4, and 
the “Articuli Cleri’”? of 1315.5! The latter are especially important — 
because they provided the Quakers with legal arguments for their 
struggles in the ecclesiastical courts in which they were enthusiastically 
supported by the common lawyers.® The powers of justices of the 
peace were traced from 1327.®* The law about indictment and evidence 
was based on 25 Edward III, c. 5, supported by 28 Edward III, c. 3, 
“that none shall be taken by petition or suggestion made to our Lord 
the King or to his Council unless it be by indictment or presentment 
of good and lawful people of the same neighbourhood where such 
deeds be done, in due manner or by process made by writ original at 
the common law; in that none be out of his franchises nor of his free- 
hold, unless he be duly brought in to answer and forejudged of the 
same by the course of the law.’’®4 The powers of justices to review 
irregularities in county courts and the limits of their power to take 
oaths of office of under-sheriffs and their subordinates were based on 
twHentry VII, e<15.% 

Of the twenty-six later statutes, those six under which Quakers 
were punished for non-conformity and which were repealed by the 
Toleration Act, will be discussed in the next chapter. Of the remaining 
non-ecclesiastical statutes three call for particular mention, 5 Eliz., c. 1, 
35 Eliz., c. r and 14 Charles II, c. 1, under which Quakers were 
respectively praemunired and imprisoned for causing a riot or for 
refusing the oath. 

Three statutes, all involving the penalty of praemunire were used 
to imprison feshars who refused the oath of supremacy and allegi- 
ance.§? The oath could be administered by a single justice and was, in 


fact, often tendered at the Assizes when other charges failed, so that 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


every imprisoned Quaker ran the risk of praemunire. In most cases 
these acts were used to imprison Quakers indefinitely, as when four 
Berkshire Friends “were brought to a petty session at Speenhamland 


the 16th of IInd 1683, where the justices tendered them the oath of . 


allegiance and for their refusing to take it committed them to jail in 
Reading.’’®® Several Quakers were prosecuted upon a praemunire in 
1662 and the penalties inflicted, the only example on record.®® Thomas 
Corbett argued before Chief Justice Hale on behalf of George Fox 
in 1674 that imprisonment on a praemunire was illegal and Fox was 
discharged, but this did not, as Richard Davies thought, “‘put an end 
to all praemunires in the nation.” Between 1681 and 1683 several 
Quakers were indicted upon this statute and Richard Vickris of Bristol 
was sentenced and ordered “to conform or abjure the realm in three 
months or suffer death as a felon without benefit of clergy.” The case 
came before Judge Jeffreys in the Kings Bench in March 1684 when the 
Quakers’ Counsel, Henry Pollexfen,?! secured Vickris’s release on 
four technical errors in the indictment.” 

Quakers were frequently imprisoned under 35 Eliz., c. 1 when the 
punishment by fine alone, provided by the Conventicle Act of 
1670, was thought inadequate. Quaker Meetings were treated as un- 
lawful under this Act of Elizabeth and the Friends then imprisoned 
for meeting together in an unlawful assembly “‘in a violent and tumul- 
tuous manner.’”’”? The leading case is that of the Norwich Quakers in 
1681. The City records show that on December 14th “the ward officers 
of the Mace” were instructed to warn seven named preachers and “the 
dwellers at the Quakers’ meeting” that they forbear to meet at any 
conventicle contrary to Law. Sixty-three Friends, “48 men, 15 
women, 5 of them widows, one of them a wife, and 9 maidens”, were 
imprisoned for a riot,’ and were released in the summer-of 1683 only 
through the King’s intervention, the Meeting for Sufferings having 
been continuously occupied with the case for nearly two years. 

The Quaker Act of 1662” punished any person maintaining “that 
the taking of an oath in any case whatsoever (although before a lawful 


magistrate) is altogether unlawful and contrary to the word of God” | 


and wilfully refusing an oath or endeavouring to persuade others to 

refuse such an oath. For the first offence the fine was five pounds, for 

the second, ten pounds, and on a third conviction the punishment was 

transportation. Edward Burrough and other London Friends were 

sentenced to imprisonment under the Act.”° ‘The Act was superseded 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


in 1664 by the Conventicle Act although threats of banishment as late 
as 1683 were based on this earlier Act. 

If the first function of the Meeting for Sufferings was the instruction 
of Quakers in their legal rights, the second was the creation of a body 
of public opinion which would no longer tolerate illegal processes. 
A detailed study of the wide spread and sustained campaign through 
printed propaganda is reserved for a later chapter.” It will be sufficient 
to say here that after fifteen years of assiduous distribution of innumer- 
able copies of “sufferings”, demonstrating the illegality of the punish- 
ments inflicted, the Quakers were finally rewarded by exemption from 
the penalties of the oppressive statutes. Members of the Meeting for 
Sufferings went to very great pains to put their case before those in 
authority, especially the King, his judges and Parliament. In 1661 
Edward Burrough, George Whitehead and Richard Hubberthorne had | 
pleaded in vain before a Committee of Parliament against the Bill — 
which became the Quaker Act and let loose the fury of the persecutors. 
Less than thirty years later “without one division in either House of 
Parliament, without one riot in the streets, with scarcely one audible 
murmur even from the classes most deeply tainted with bigotry’’’® a 
persecution which had raged for more than a generation was ended. 

The measure of relief extended to the Quakers by the Toleration 
Act of 1689, was due in no small degree to the activity of members of 
the Meeting for Sufferings in general in enlisting the sympathy of | 
Members of Parliament during the later seventies, as well as to their 
tireless application to Charles II and James II, through the good offices 
of William Penn. He was the centre of the parliamentary activity of 
the Meeting for Sufferings until 1681. In 1677 he was responsible for 
the consultations with the Society’s legal experts to protect Quakers 
from the provisions of the Popish Bill,’® and he attended the Solicitor- 
General about a Bill to be brought in “concerning the power and prac- 
tice of the Chancery”. In October of the same year he examined “the 
laws and charter of Barbados” with Thomas Corbett, with a view to 
addressing the King and Council on behalf of Quaker “sufferers” 
there, and when Ellis Hookes heard “from one of the writing clerks 
of Parliament” that there was 2 clause which might affect Friends in» 
a forthcoming Bill to prohibit Papists sitting in either House, Penn 
was again called into consultation.*%* When persecution broke out in 
Plymouth, Penn undertook to speak to the Earl of Bath,*! and he 
reported in the autumn of 1677 the joint instrument he had drawn up 


89 


7 “ok operat iit 
eetate ne ee A ga 
(bod » to nobis adialw banomesdy eiilgit Ia 
ewesoong thal onislon tay jet on binow rst . 
ty emt 2 oi iis Seueate bine bese obiur aif Yo yh Ve WF 
Stuit ‘Torte 3 tase! g tO} bovise r= Dalit. 
“sina ‘ey crertrsstinge el i y Puce iets pt nOY ascilil wits Hy te yee 
~Hatcrng o¢tt to yrifegottt ocd idle — b , ‘ayriiwRue* Yo asigoo side 
: “d yohrswin fleet wie aesale: HG? seh baring amon 
rin Yanesth ait Yo baud eynista gvinesigge aly lo ‘apistensg oily 
iy a me wey Pity on Biss a hae “a tay bi nw auntie 
pap, ir ab esniailes? fan eogghs iA ot yisissges .wihrodiur 
Ye fot! bisitet® bag | vad ist diac ove orwell browbS 
oh seittigs woe to asitimeno) « moled nike at habesiq 


. i anouiasevay of to yuh st seool tol hag 3 ah ten oh omnsoed ddtey 
< Oe. if * . .% , fo . , 

es Ce IX? Deir? Toes wr Ronetvib OY rage shine” tari! a ead visi 4 tats 229. a1 
“4 7 nd » 


t 


oictiburs on Aa sonive sthw wore acy ni 10% ano woiihe Jn icvamesitiasl 
d , Pr f * a“ “ . * ree 
5 A. JOg Ms Bal bat niet qnob Leo) AAAS Sry et croret IVS TWseieraset 


e % 
: Bobne esw soiicesns at & ait: nom t¢) bones bell Heldw aoituasersg - 
a poirot outs qd stods a® wily of behasates } tn lo rooted ay 
Ly i he ersdenson Yo ytiyitie adror sogsb Hama or at suits enue 81 Yo 9A ze 
+) aoe eelnecgemys oat grisaiios ai inary fi egnizstl; hue by eaten au 7 
etd eater ac How on eainsys 2 wtel oc woth » warrenty dom | 
3 C Seite hooy or fr dyson? Mi vom [bas wal ie te ved 1) ia 
mre, kl jew tev Per (ustorainiteng 83 lo ener sth tow sh ana 4 ert oO 


o- © tel ‘eliznes . ped) tal. by rade ti accu gens Ot nati 
1D tu 


es ‘ arpatansl> t i "OT ates MyX9 fees i fe yrem02 off ibiw aerots hy Hliznos » oft 


er astsiloe sth bebrann: al } be * fi cleige of och Io q noiebvouy sahmow 
i aS - eer baa: twreg alt ysis r3a09" "nt ulyoont sd 6 o1 [ia 6 wods tstsasd 


_ 


’ Fs arly” bontotxs se 19s sy ore Sth Yo redo al.’ “reo we bh 
| Ot ai wd atodioD aunt thaw “eobsdiell Yo veins foe 

ee esting” adeuQ ‘to sited 20 bauoD bas gait 
; »sighe tte bresif ervey k 
pi nt oatansigch * Pha 


‘ 4 ; , My a we fe (  rsite | dog a hy mrt i erg BN 
| Se SF on lesge or doons fons the berry? 
. es nwerth tiweh sal snisitirei pay ‘a aa 1 su ae a 


: a. ive nl uaa i. 


QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


with Lord Baltimore on toleration in America. It was Penn who 
drafted the addresses to the King and Council®* and who usually led 
the deputations. He was able from time to time to report the Privy 
Council discussions, as when he told the Meeting for Sufferings that 
“the King said it was very unreasonable that Friends should be 
prosecuted upon those statutes as were never made or intended against 
them.’?84 

For the three years ‘and nine months of James II’s reign the Quakers 
were assured of relief. William Penn had been the new King’s friend 
since the days when he had carried the dispatches from his father who 
commanded the Duke of York’s flagship before Lowestoft, to Charles 
II and the Secretaries of State. Penn’s relations with James II are dealt 
with at some length in the next chapter where his work for toleration 
is described and it will be sufficient to say here that he regarded all his 
activities as different means towards the establishment of toleration. 
No evidence has ever been produced to refute his statement to the 
Council in December 1688, a fortnight after the Jacobites had fled, 
“that he had done nothing but what he could answer before God and 
all Princes in the world; that he loved his country and the Protestant 
religion above his life, and had never acted against either; that all he 
had ever aimed at in his public endeavours was no other than the Prince 
[ William] had declared for; that King James had always been his friend 
and his father’s friend; and that in gratitude he himself was the King’s, 
and did ever, as much as in him lay, influence him to his true interest.’’®® 

The Meeting for Sufferings organized deputations each term to all 
the judges who were leaving on circuit®® and a rota of four or five 
Friends to attend Parliament daily was arranged when necessary, as, 
for example, when the printed accounts of “sufferings” from all over 
the country were being presented.*? Country Quakers sometimes sent 
deputations to attend at Whitehall and appointed strong committees 
to “write to the Parliament men of their counties concerning Friends’ 
sufferings’’.88 There is clear evidence in the minutes of the Quaker 
committees in London of concerted action to advise Friends through- 
out the country during the elections of 1675, 1679 and 1680. In 1675 
the Morning Meeting recommended that each Quarterly Meeting 
should “seriously consider together and be unanimous” about voting 
for candidates for Parliament and that where it was agreed to take part, 
votes should be given for “‘moderate and indifferent men” willing to 
sign an undertaking “‘to be for a general liberty of conscience for all 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


to worship God according to their persuasions and to endeavour to . 
the utmost of their power to remove all oppressive and popish laws 
that are for coercion or persecution about religion.’ 

For the election of 1679 William Penn published an election address, 
in support of his friend Algernon Sidney, which, if not committing 
the Quakers as a body, does set out unmistakeably the views of the 
man who was their parliamentary manager.*° 

The address opens with an urgent appeal to the electors to take 
seriously the opportunity offered by the revival of the ancient right 
of frequent parliaments. The programme covers six points. The 
“Plotters” are to be discovered and punished. Corrupt and arbitrary 
Ministers of State who have misled the King and turned things “‘out 
of their ancient and legal channels of administration” are to be removed 
and impeached. Pensioners of the former Parliament are to be punished 
publicly for their breach of trust. As a means of checking arbitrary 
Ministers, a Bill is to be introduced to ensure frequent parliaments. 
Protestant Dissenters are to be eased and the country secured against 
Popery. Finally, the King’s debts are to be paid and additional 
supplies voted when the above concessions have been secured. Penn 
reminds the electors of the three rights ‘“‘peculiar to the Commons of 
England”: the right and title to their own lives, liberties and estates: 
their rights as legislators; and their rights in the application of the laws. 
Algernon Sidney was, in fact, elected by the casting vote of the Recorder 
but was unseated by the Goyernment because he was not a freeman 
of Guildford. 

In 1680 the Meeting for Sufferings sent a letter to the Quakers of 
Northallerton recommending them to vote for Sir Gilbert Gerrard 
and Sir Henry Calverley who had secured a vote in the House against 
the penal laws. They also sent downa carefully-worded recommenda- 
tion to all Quarterly Meetings advising them to vote for “‘sober, dis- 
creet and moderate men . . . that are against persecution and popery.” 
Unluckily this intervention in electioneering on a national scale let 
loose a flood of furious persecution when the forces of reaction 
triumphed in 1681. 

Penn gave up the struggle in despair® and busied himself with the 
flotation of Pennsylvania. The older Quakers regained control of the 
Meeting for Sufferings and circulated a warning to their subordinate 
Meetings against discussing in public “‘matters relating to the Govern- 
ment and magistracy (which we are bound in conscience to live peace- 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


ably under)” and advising Friends to be very careful not to use “those 
_ reflecting, disgustful terms of distinction of Whig and Tory, or any 
such nick-names tending to provoke one neighbour against another.” 

Even after this débacle, the Meeting for Sufferings still had access 
to the King which was not seriously interrupted even by the Rye 
House plot. The Popish plot had not interrupted them in 1678, 
though Penn had stayed away and the clerk minuted that his absence 
from the committee added to the great scandal cast on him and that 
Friends desired his attendance at the next meeting.®®. With the acces- 
sion of James II, the Quakers were in a better position,®* and the story 
of the “Act of Oblivion” is so well known that little comment is 
necessary, except to testify to the months of very hard work by the 
Meeting for Sufferings, which ensured that “the Bill for the Act of 
Oblivion” did in fact comprehend “the prosecutions and judgements 
Friends lie under.’’” 

We have seen that by the “Toleration Act” the Quakers were 
exempted from the penalties of certain enumerated Acts of Elizabeth, 
James I and Charles II’s reigns, although not from the Test Acts of 
1673 and 1678. Quakers were required to make declarations of fidelity 
and belief®8 and these, together with a certificate signed by six fellow- 
members of the Meeting, had to be recorded at the Quarter Sessions. 
Quaker Meetings might now be held quite freely so long as they did 
not take place behind locked doors. 


The. Quaker attitude to the rival claims of Christ and Caesar at the © 


end of the seventeenth century is illustrated by a minute of the Morning 
Meeting in 1695. Elizabeth Redford had said in the course of her 
ministry at Wandsworth Meeting in June that Friends should not pay 
any charges under the recent “Births, Marriages and Deaths” Act 
because it was introduced to raise money to carry on the war. She 
was threatened with disownment unless she came to share the sense 
‘and judgement of the Meeting of Ministers “that tribute is to be paid 
by Christians pursuant to Christ’s example and direction, and the 
practice of true Christians for above this sixteen hundred years, with- 
out disputing the use they (the Government) put it to, for they must 
be accountable for that.”®® Since 1723 every member of every Quaker 
Meeting has been reminded once a year of his duty “not to defraud 
the public revenue.” 

In the course of the ninety years under review, the quest for advice 
about the individual’s relation to the State, absorbed a very large amount 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


of the time and thought of most Quakers. When at the Restoration 
persecution took the place of the wide measure of toleration enjoyed 
during the Commonwealth, no concerted attempt was made for fifteen 
years to challenge the validity of the legal processes by which Friends 
suffered. In 1675 the Meeting for Sufferings took up the challenge 
and basing their action on what they claimed to be “the fundamental 
laws of England”, they instructed Friends in their legal rights, urged 
their cases before the King, the judges and Parliament and by the steady 
diffusion of accurate accounts of their sufferings over thirty years 
contributed to the measure of toleration granted them in 1689. 

Thus the Meeting for Sufferings, intended originally to be an “ad 
hoc’ committee, soon became the controlling influence in the Society. 
As it was established during the period of four years when no yearly 
meetings of county representatives were convened, its authority was 
unchallenged, for its only possible rival, the Morning Meeting of 
Ministers, was mainly concerned with evangelism. Its prestige, still 
undiminished after two hundred and seventy years of continuous 
activity, was due to its efficiency as a national executive committee 
which co-ordinated the work of the hierarchy of Quaker Meetings. The 
particular and Monthly Meetings throughout the country managed with 
great success the detailed supervision of each Quaker’s conversation; the 
Quarterly Meetings collected the “sufferings” by counties and remitted 
to London the money contributed to the national stock. ‘The members 
of all these Meetings were bound together by the labours of the itiner- 
ant ministers and by contacts made at the annual conferences in London, 
but the power of the Society in the face of the claims of the State was 
negligible until directed by the compact “cabinet” of a dozen Quakers 
who met week by week in Ellis Hookes’s chamber. It was the Meeting . 
for Sufferings which controlled the policy which determined ‘the 
Quaker’s action when challenged by the State after 1675 and if the 
Society was able to face the Revolution as a compact and disciplined 
body, it was due in no small measure to the advocacy by its executive 
committee, during the previous fifteen years, of those Protestant and 
constititutional principles which triumphed in 1689. 


93 


{ 
a4 
ar 
4 
‘ 
az 
a ( 
if 
nei: 
= 
q: 
= 
- pas 
ae 
ofl 
d 
a A 
c =e 


A * i t ih { 7 
ouky ben asses coreg xing sft bellounos rbiky egnivhae wt — fe Sy 
, eee ‘ y t 
oth BR how pede rosie on orl yd begastteds avttw motos ‘pie 


a bas soteny sl 


nolimoresA ob ‘hs seal 
beatae motives 2 Ye ete ohivw thy Yo 
foestit vo} sas t air Hey eau aresonos On ¢ 


mire a ath ref ¥YSYL ASTID eT ie 7 | arts To yi 


rm 

s 
oi gis ocr uate men ae 
Jessen wee ute ud or vantnks vor tack no etn 
cur eitylr heol-dedlgeay cbnsind tye: or 
haere only cet bees dees Bae brim monghut th rte. t chy molad g 2068 
fuey vind wie, egeaivetive seit Yo sans SK AO To moiety 
t gi ‘neg be eit ronson io suecom ott on reel 

be” no od ot yllanivico. bobsetnd agaithue rot gniteM edreudT 
\isivod ail at soaeuliat-grilionnes sat ofmosd robe Ree sci ts) "od : 
YAIGWY Ost Malle ertey sw) to hots oy oul ynrusb t | Neildsi2s amv oneal 
ad varrothign ahr (ba HIVAGD SAY 2907 Hees UMTS YINUOS bie egaiteen 
lo univ uninwM seis pare sidiewog yleo ei sob ,byprotisitay 
i gtieng eh -meilygasve ibiw beeneace vidi eee @rteinih 
quoutitnoe Yo men yinovee bas bariiet ows satly page 


: Sorina svibinoem lanoben « ee yorutoits 2st or sub any w etivitos 
ott + ogni woM rau O lorsalsureit odt to show we b ane 10-00 itoiiw 


or 


filw fy: 1A} ROPE ETH 1G Ol WOU iguorutye e etn as yi ithe ned £ Ok telyoirEeg 


wilt : Pes ih (TIVES FL 8 By) tk J49 $07 10k a a ig broli sisb « - alt aces wety 


7 ro. 
9 
ge 

ss ia 


‘ a i +9 rt 7 ’ 4 
borurrsy b PRICK i ! “epairstine’ oly | hartsall WS ES nol Vitara) Ne oF 
‘ wo ee ee ee ee © , —— ae 
eisdin nt Ot) fe! wt #Uls STORMY Sed 29 hy ati d { rr oo ¥s SPICY AEEY sobaol ui ty ce 


TOT ote 


rent $0 exoda ont yd wodegen bnved grew Wages went} isto el re 


! y 
Oi wines ii eet 


StI Lia ith Ooi sche fit 219K1T oo ya i bas ex sreiniion 16 a 


é 


tow oinre wel bo eansts ody to cout wilt ai yraion? sult Yo 19 wog ots ted . < 
ideo” songs oily vd barserth fire ddigilgan, 


eto Aa ~ 3 Soh ets * MgiiLS 


Qaitvotd sth aw st tedecuils e'esdo off vif FL ai deorw ved be motiw vind 


; banilgtseils > baw sosqeios & wt nohulovesl ods soit o8 side vsw yris02 
Svinrexe wi yd yossovbe sii of om eon Uamne omni sob enw ti aebod 

seorls. to wrEy ara ancien of? yaiiwh sevimuios 
0 abr ab bedqanain tointw esiqioning faciwnisitensa 


QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


4 “pier NOTES 


? William Penn, Address to Protestants (1679), p. 229. 

* cf. A. Peel, 4 Conscientious Objector.of 1575 (1920). ; 

°W. T. Whitley, 4 History. of the British Baptists (1932), p. 104. ; 

“i.e. (i) Matt. v. 44, that we should love our enemies; see Robert Barclay, An Apology 
Yor the True Christian Divinity (1692), p. 559. 

And (ii) Matt. v. 33, 34, “Swear not at all”, see Barclay, op. cit., p. 549- 

® Barclay, op. cit., p. 541. The testimony against hat-honour was soon regarded by 
the rest of the world as a harmless eccentricity which could be safely ignored. 

§N. Penney (edit.), The First Publishers of Truth (1907), p. 324 (n.). 

7 Swarthmore MSS. IV, p. 219. 

8 See the Horsham epistle (1659) in A. R. Barclay, Letters, etc., of Early Friends (1841), 
p. 283; and E. H. W. Meyerstein, Adventures by Sea of Edward Coxere (1945), p- 89, 
for the experiences of a pacifist sailor. From 1680 onwards, for some years, a Deal 
Quaker made it his business to help young Friends pressed for the Navy by interviewing 
their captains and securing their release; his expenses were refunded from the national 
stock; see Minutes of Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 127. 

® 14 Charles II, c. 3, and 15 Charles II, 4. There are no references to military service 
in the Books of Cases covering this period. 

10 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, 31. iii. 1675; Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting 
19. Vv. 1675; Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, 6. i. 1679. 

11 Christian and Brotherly Advices, p. 73, under “Fighting’’. 

12 Britol Men’s Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, p. 11, and p, 52. 

13 Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 75. 


14 Oxford Monthly Meeting Minutes, 11. xi. 1679. cf. those of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, 


Vol. I, p. 78. 

18 Newbury and Oare Monthly Meeting, Vol. I, 21. ii. 1682. 

16 Tn 1692 John Gurney, cordwainer, was allowed to “exercise his trade, but not to 
have any further privilege of his freedom until he take the oath.” 

17 Book of Cases, Vol. II, p. 8. 

18 Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. II, p. 44. 

19 Book of Cases, Vol. II, p. 144. 

*0 Thid., pp. 183, 194, 198-200. 

21 Tbid., Vol. I, pp. 205-7. 

22 Tbid., Vol. II, pp. 324-30. 

*3.8 8& 9 William III, c. 23. : 

24.9 William III, c. 44. For an example of the difficulties caused by the oaths in pre- 
Revolution company charters see Arthur Raistrick, Tivo Centuries of Industrial Welfare 
(1938), pp. 103-5. 

2. gq Anne, ci'7 


6 cof, William Penn, Address to Protestants (1679), p. 229. “Let us confront our - 


ecclesiastical matters with the plain text of holy Scripture; this is’ Protestant: and let us 
compare our civil transactions with the ancient Laws and Statutes of the realm; this is 
English.” 

y S.P.D., c. ii; 50, Cal. 1655-6, pp. 64 and 65, quoted in Extracts from State Papers 
(1913), Pp: 7-10. ne 

28 A. R. Barclay, Letters, etc., of Early Friends (1841), p. 281. 

29 Minutes of Oxfordshire Quarterly Meeting, 6. ii. 1680 (wrongly dated 1679; see 
Appendix B, ‘‘Note on Dating”’). 

30 Fox said: “Keep to the power of God and discourse it among yourselves.” Minutes 
of the Yearly Meeting, 1688, Vol. I, p. 199. 

31 See Yearly Meeting epistles of 1689, ’90, ’92, 1705, 1715, 1730, 1732, 1735, 1737+ 

32 Thid., 1698, 1703, 1709, 1715, 1719, 1723, 1732, 1733, 1734) 1736. 

53.39 Eliz.) Cod 

34 1644, No. 37. 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE STATE 


35 Mar., c. 2 & 3. 

36 Chapter 1, p. 6. 

*7 In 1670 in the county of Durham alone more than £1,300 was taken. 

%8 THe Baptists had no standing committees and no national officers, see Minutes of 
the General Baptist Assembly (1654-1728) [1909], p. xxxi. 

8° Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 14 (1673). 

* Richard Davies, 4n Account of the Convincement ... of R. Davies. (7th ed., 1844), 
pp. 86-7. Thomas Lloyd, with his friend Councillor Corbett, has the distinction of 
having caused the repeal of the statute “De Haeretico Comburendo”. His brother John, 
not a Quaker, “belonged to the Chancery Office” and was helpful to Friends. 

“1 The minutes of the first meeting are in the Minutes of the Yearly. Meeting, Vol. I, 


Pp. 25. 

42 Thid., p. 25. 

48'The minute books and the first of the Books of Cases up to 1681, the year of his 
death, are in his clear, fine hand. 

44Tn 1680, for instance, it altered the day of meeting from Thursday to Friday, which 
has continued to the present time. 5 

4° Robert Barclay, The Anarchy of the Ranters (1674) in Truth Triumphant (1692), 
Pp. 209. 

4° For Bushell’s case see W. S. Holdsworth, 4 History of English Law (1924), Vol. 
VI, p. 214, etc. The Meeting for Sufferings kept watch on the rights of jurymen; in 1680 
“they delivered to the Parliament-men a copy of the case of Abraham Flavil, who was 
a juryman, sued because he would not bring in his verdict against Friends.” Minutes, 
12. ix. 1680. . : 

47 cf. Thomas Peacock’s letter from Yorkshire to the Meeting for Sufferings in Minutes 
Vol. II, p. 195: “one being drowned, another fell off his horse and broke his thigh bone 
and died three miles off home; another died of a sickness, which were three of the hottest 
persecutors with us.” 

48 See Book of Cases, Vol. I, p. 169, for Lord President Sunderland’s letter to the Duke 
of Newcastle on behalf of Nottingham Quakers, Dec. 7th, 1686. The Meeting for 
Sufferings financed and organized the prosecution of informers; see e.g. minutes, Vol. 
III, p. 252 (1684). 

49 See Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, Vol. V, p. 174. 

50Tt should be recorded that sometimes a constable was found ‘‘so noble as to run 
the hazard of what the Justice may do unto him for not presenting Friends as papists.” 
The Quakers undertook to “‘stand by the constable of Swarfield, Oxon, for clearing 
that matter according to the fundamental Laws of England in that case.” Oxfordshire 
Quarterly Meeting Minutes, 14. vii. 1680. : } 

51 Several attempts were made by opponents to use in tithe cases the county or sheriff’s 
courts which had almost ceased to exercise any jurisdiction. Several cases were recorded 
in 1668 and the last in 1684; when brought before the King’s Bench the proceedings 
were annulled; see Book of Cases, I, pp. 18, 19, 20 and 154. cf. W. S. Holdsworth, 
A History of English Law, Vol. I (1931), pp. 72-3- 

62  Fdward III, c. 16. See Book of Cases, Vol. I, p. 157. 

°3 Book of Cases, Vol. I, p. 78. 

54 Tbid., Vol. I, p. 78. 

Bo TDid,,. VOly Ly De Uli7« 

58 Minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings, Vol. III, 349. 

5? See Margaret Fox’s letter to the Meeting for Sufferings in the minutes, Vol. III, 
p. 239. The incident fits W. S. Holdsworth’s description of Jeffrey’s character in 4 
History of English Law (1924), Vol. VI, pp. 527 and 8. 

58 Before he left England Rudyard published his Case of Protestant Dissenters (1682) 
in which he explained for the benefit of justices of the peace and jurymen that 23 Eliz., 
c. 29 and 3 Jac. I, c. 4, were made against Catholics and not against Protestant 
Dissenters. 

59 The few cases prior to 1675 were written up retrospectively, e.g. Judge Archer’s 
ruling about Quaker marriages at Nottingham Assizes in 1661, 

80 cf, Minutes of Oxford Quarterly Meeting, 14. vii. 1680. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


61 9 Edward II, 1. 

®° See Chapter vit, The Quakers and the Church of England. 

*° 1 Edward III, c. 2, 16; see W. S. Holdsworth, 4 History of English Law, Vol. I 
(1931), p. 287. 

64 Thid., Vol. I, p. 487. 

* Thid., Vol. IV, p. 141. The remaining statutes in the first group refer to tithe, 
which is dealt with in Chapter vii. 

*° There were a few cases of prosecution under 14 Charles II, c. 3, the Militia Act. 

87 5 Eliz., c. 1, 7 Jac. I, c. 6, and 16 Rich. II, c. 2, 5. After conviction, the defendant 
was outlawed and his goods and lands forfeited to the King; he remained a prisoner 
during the King’s pleasure. : 

68 MS. Berkshire Suffering, under 1683. 

6° J. Besse, Collection of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers, 1650-1689 (1753), 
Vol. I, pp. 369-379. cf. Hargrave’s State Trials, Vol. II, p. 463. 

70 eee Davies, An Account of the Convincement, etc., of Richard Davies (7th edit. 
1844), p. 91. 

71 Attorney-General in 1689, Chief Justice 1689-91. See W. S. Holdworth, 4 History 
of English Law, Vol. VI (1924), p. 561. 

72 Book of Cases, I, pp. 123-6, p. 165. 

*3 Under 3 & 4 Ed. VI, c. 5, 6 and 12, which defined a riot. 

74N. Penney, edit., Zhe First Publishers of Truth (1907), p. 175. 

5 74 Caen Itc. 2, 

6 See First Publishers of Truth, pp. 159-62. 

7 Chapter x1, ‘“The Quaker Press”. 

78 Macaulay, History of England, Vol. III (1855), p. 87. 

7 Minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings, 1. i. 1677. 

80 Tbid., 21. ix. 1678. 

81 [bid., 10. iii. 1677. 

82 Pbid., 15.1%. 1077. 

83 e.g. See ibid., 29. iii. 1679. 

84 Meeting for Sufferings, 17. xi. 1677. 

85 Quoted by Thomas Clarkson, Memoirs of William Penn (1849) p. 204. This edition 
contains W. E. Forster’s refutation of Macaulay’s charges against Penn. As Macaulay 
did not acknowledge his mistakes it has been necessary for later writers to repeat Forster’s 
defence; see John Paget, Paradoxes. 

86 e.9, William Meade and Thomas Rudyard to visit C. J. Scroggs.and Baron Bromston 
of the Norfolk Circuit, 4. v. 1678. : 

8? Four sets of five Friends waited on members of Parliament between 28, ix. and 
12. X. 1678. See Minutes of 28. ix. 1678. 

88 See Minutes of Oxfordshire Quarterly Meeting, 15. ii. 1679. 

89 Morning Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, p. 7 (1675). 

90 See A Collection of the Works of William Penn (1726), Vol. II, pp. 678-82. As the 
Morning Meeting exercised a strict censorship of books and papers published by all 
Quakers it is reasonable to assume, in the absence of any minutes to the contrary, that 
the leading Quakers did not disapprove of Penn’s activities in 1679. 

1 Book of Cases, II, p. 81, under 10. xi. 1680. 

92 He wrote “There is no hope in England, the deaf adder cannot be charmed.” 

3 Book of Cases, I, p. 98: cf. the exhortation at the end of the Yearly Meeting Epistle 
of 1692: “Away with those upbraiding characters of Jemmites and Billites”. 

94 The Plot was responsible for the only break in the continuity of the Quaker records; 
there are no minutes for the 27th v. 1683. 

% Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, 20. xii. 1678. 

9 Robert Barclay was his cousin and William Penn his intimate friend. . 

9? Minutes of Meeting. for Sufferings, 5. iv. 1685. 

98 W. & M., c. 18, 10. 

99 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. II, p. 92. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


THE QUAKERS AND THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 


“For laws being equally of force in all countries where they are made, 
it must be as much fault in the Church of England’s judgment to be a 
Protestant at Rome, or a Calvinist at Paris as to be a Papist at 
London. Then whére is Truth or Conscience but in the laws of coun- 
tries! which renders her an Hobbist, notwithstanding her long and 
loud clamour against the Leviathan.” 


WiLLIAM PENN, Good Advice to the Church of England (1687), p.13.° ~ 


HE simple definition of the Church as “a company of people 

gathered together upon a religious account”! when applied 
rigorously to the claims of the Church of England in the seventeenth 
century threatened the stability of English life at four points. The 
Quakers denied that membership of the Church of England was a 
proper test of political loyalty; they denied her claim to compulsory 
maintenance from dissentients; they challenged her monopoly of 
marriage and resisted her jurisdiction over wills and settlements. 
Within forty years of the inauguration of their own Church, the 
Quakers had made good three of these claims, leaving only “the 
oppression of tithes”. This achievement of a fair measure of toleration 
after a comparatively short campaign demonstrated to the Quakers 
the value of their small central executive committee, for since 1675 
the Meeting for Sufferings was the headquarters which kept the front 
line fighters supplied with powder and shot. Its members detected 
the weak point in the enemy line where the forces of State and Church 
joined and by using the common lawyers against the ecclesiastical 
lawyers successfully split their opponents. Nor was this all, for the 
ranks of the Church of England were subjected to a steady flow of 
propaganda, especially from William Penn, who from his superior 
vantage ground could see, so he claimed, that they were fighting under 
the Hobbist colours. 

If the part played by the Meeting for Sufferings in securing tolera- 
tion was unique both in conception and in execution, for no other 
nonconformist body was served by a national executive committee 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


with a theory of toleration matched with the capacity to forward it, 
the Quakers were not without the help of many forces beyond ite 
limits of their Society. They were not unaware, as their descendants 
have sometimes been unaware, of the stout resistance offered to the 
Church of England by their unorganized fellow-nonconformists 
whose total suffering, measured in terms of fines and distraints was 
probably twice as great as. their own.? They benefited too from the 
leavening influence of rational, mystical, sceptical and scientific thought 
which was stirring in the ae of intellectual leaders in Church and 
State. In 1667, 1674, 1675 and 1680 bills providing a measure of relief 
for Protestant nonconformists were considered in Parliament, though 
none of them matured.? But when due allowance is made for these 
other forces working for the relief of nonconformists whether uncon- 
sciously or deliberately, it was the Quakers as a Society and the Meeting 
for Sufferings led by William Penn who carried the day. 


Besse recorded in detail the part the Quakers played in breaking 


persecution “by the patient yet courageous way of suffering.” With 
rare exceptions they practised the advice of the Yearly Meeting of 
1675 that “all Friends gathered in the name of Jesus keep up those 


public testimonies of meeting together in their respective places, and — 


not decline, forsake, or remove their public assemblies because of 
sufferings, as worldly fearful and political professors have done because 
of informers and the like persecutors”.* But individual patience and 
courage without the moral and financial support of the Meeting might 
not have been triumphant in securing toleration by law. Wherever a 
sample is taken the same simple but sufficient organization is found, 
whether supporting a newly-joined Quaker who has been turned out 
of his employment, or visiting and relieving imprisoned Friends in 
the neighbouring Quarterly Meeting or circulating news of the latest 
development in a case which the Meeting for Sufferings had submitted 
to the Attorney-General. It is sufficient perhaps to mention that in 
the indexes to Besse’s Sufferings, which cover both the Commonwealth 
and the Restoration period are recorded the names of more than twelve 
thousand Quaker sufferers whose cases were recorded in the committee’s 
forty-four volumes. 

Our immediate concern is to illustrate the work of the Meeting for 
Sufferings in contesting prosecutions upon statutes under which the 
Quakers suffered ‘‘on a religious account”. Up to 1686, when James 
II stopped by royal warrant all prosecutions against Quakers for 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


recusancy,® Friends were fined or imprisoned under three Acts, 23 
Eliz., 1, 29 Eliz., vi and 3 Jac., i, 4, the last of which was passed immedi- 
- ately after the Gunpowder Plot. Under these Acts anyone not attending 
Church every Sunday might be fined 12 pence for each absence by a 
Justice of the Peace; the Churchwarden distrained for the fine and in 
default of distress could secure the offender’s imprisonment. If a 
person over sixteen was absent from Church for a month he was liable 
on conviction to forfeit £20 a month, unless the King chose to take 
two-thirds of his lands, leaving him one-third for his maintenance. 
In 1683, one hundred and ninety-one. Bristol Quakers were required 
to forfeit an aggregate of £16,660.° 

The policy of the Meeting for Sufferings may be illustrated by the 
petition against prosecution for recusancy which they submitted to 
Charles IT in 1679, by their activity in the Cambridge case in 1680 and 
by William Penn’s discharge in 1681.7 On January 16th, 1679, three 
Friends presented a petition to the King asking for “‘a present stay or 
cessation of process until we can have a more effectual redress in a 
parliamentary way”’.8 The deputation reported later that “the King 
said ’tis very unreasonable we should thus suffer by laws that were 
never intended against us and that he is against persecution or persecut- 
ing any for conscience and that he should consider of our case and afford 
what relief he can; he would advise with the Lord Chancellor and the 
Attorney-General about what way he might do it”, adding that “it 
should be moved the next Council day and that Shepherd should give 
us notice.”® The King kept his promise and on March 8th, 1680, 
thirteen Cambridge Quakers who had been convicted under these 
Statutes against recusants and had forfeited two-thirds of their estates 
_ to the King, appeared before the Lord Chief Justice and severally took 
the Test, for which the Lord Chief Justice gave a certificate. The King 
then signified that it was his pleasure that the Friends should be dis- 
charged and the Attorney-General informed the Barons of the 
Exchequer, who ordered that all further process against those Friends 
should be stayed. . 

Even as late as the summer of 1681 the Meeting for Sufferings was 
hopeful of widespread relief from punishment under the Statutes 
against recusants. On April 30th, 1681, Laurence Hyde directed the 
Court of Exchequer to discharge William Penn from a fine of £20 a 
month “for as much as we are very well satisfied that he is not or ever 
was a Popish recusant’;" and in July, Roland Vaughan, the Meeting’s 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


solicitor, secured the discharge of several more Friends in Cambridge- 
shire,!* The earlier case submitted to Charles II in 1679 is important 
because it illustrates incidentally the Meeting’s continued concern “to 
secure relief in a parliamentary way” and the cases of the Cambridge 
Friends in 1680 and William Penn in 1681 are important because they 
show that substantial relief might have been possible but for the 
collapse in 1681 of the party which supported toleration. 

In advising Quakers prosecuted under the Conventicle Acts of 
1664 and 1670 the Meeting for Sufferings could do no more than attempt 
to save them from suffering beyond the limits of the laws directed 
against all nonconformists. Under the Act of 1664 the holding of a 
seditious Conventicle, that is, any assembly of more than five people 
gathered for the exercise of religion “in other manner than is allowed 
by the liturgy or practice of the Church of England”’ was punishable, 
on conviction by two justices. The penalty was three months’ im- 
prisonment or a fine of £5 for a first offence, six months’ imprisonment 
or a fine for a second offence and transportation for seven years or a 
fine of £100 for a third offence; the punishment of married women was 
limited to twelve months’ imprisonment. Offenders sentenced to trans- 
portation but unable to pay for their passage could be made over by 
a sheriff to a ship-master as labourers for five years. The Act expired 
in 1667 but was renewed in 1670 with milder penalties, for transporta- 
tion and imprisonment were dropped. ‘The maximum fine for attend- 
ance at a Conventicle was now fixed at {10 but the preacher might be 
fined £40 and the owner of the premises £20. A single Justice of the 
Peace could convict and the fines went in thirds to the King, to the poor, 
and to the informer. The Meeting for Sufferings tried to save Quakers 
from punishment by challenging the evidence for the prosecution, 
claiming for example that no informer, no pauper and no poor-rate 
payer could lawfully give evidence as each would gain from a con- 
viction. Some justices convicted Quakers in their absence. In answer 
to an inquiry from one Meeting as to whether a Justice might lawfully 


“draw his knife upon people being religiously assembled” Thomas 


Corbett explained that a Justice was “‘custos pacis and his oflice judicial, 

not ministerial”. The Meeting for Sufferings was sometimes successful 

in rescuing from prison Quakers unlawfully detained under the Act, 

as when after many months of application on their behalf sixty Nor- 

wich Friends were released by order of the King in 1683. The county 

books of Sufferings show that wholesale pillage was the common fate 
100 


SO oe ee ne 


ietwOgiti a QVo! tl) it. wast the » % q ri e NS Bei , ~ pocket ag gaiiad: , x as 
of” iis bewrines e“geiet any wilasrab ea 


veh iiens) os Wo eoo.eutt hens ie ennai 6 ai alin aioe | 
Yat oenued innatoepentl one 81 ak alli 2 tt2 ot St ee 
ail wt ned shdizeog nad eomeh selgin Totter indomnad 4 ny we 
vohmrslos benogque dotcw yi sd Io 1802 mbseqallag 
jo wad. siiswino) itt vals be et heed 
HpMLh sash nose On ob binos agrheline 
buns ewe! ott Yo elnid ody booyad 
&. te gathlod oat paar To oA ody 


P o 
in 


‘ ty vf 
Nod | 


- 


ee ee en 


ee FO ET TOY TES 


THE QUAKERS AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


of Quakers in most places. The Berkshire record, which is typical, 
shows that goods distrained upon ranged from Will Austill’s warming- 
pan, birding-piece and three volumes of “The Book of Martyrs”’, in 
all worth £1 14s. 8d., to Martha Weston’s “wood, bricks and kiln 
worth £977.18 

By the Toleration Act all nonconformists who took the oath of 
allegiance and swore, or in the case of Quakers affirmed, that they 
denied that the Pope had jurisdiction in England, were exempted from 
the penalties'of these Acts of Elizabeth, James I and Charles II. Quaker 
meetings might now be held quite freely and the main purpose for 
which the Meeting for Sufferers was convened in 1675 was achieved. 
There still remained, however, the oppression of tithes, which in the 
first forty years of the eighteenth century cost the Quakers mare than 
£167,000. The Quakers shared with the Levellers and the Baptists a 
testimony against tithes. Their case argued fully by Barclay in his 
Apology,\* was that maintenance of Ministers should be voluntary, 
modest in amount and certainly not limited to the clergy of the Church 
of England. At no time did the Quakers claim that it was wrong for 
a congregation to support a minister,!® and indeed their own ministers 
were from the beginning supported by the Meeting.1® The advice of 
the Yearly Meeting against the payment of tithes was an important 
factor in the maintenance of this testimony. From 1675 onwards 
Quakers were reminded biennially to keep a record of all tithes taken, 
whether in money or in kind. In 1703 the Yearly Meeting asked Friends 
to discountenance the practice of some incumbents who subtracted 
from the Quaker tradesmen’s bills the amount due for tithes.and ruled 
that such stoppages did not count as sufferings.!” In 1706 it was decided 
that tithe payers were unworthy of admission to Meetings for Disci- 
pline, that their contributions to the Poor Fund were to be returned 
and that if they persisted they were to be disowned. In 1730 the Yearly 
Meeting recommended Anthony Pearson’s Great Case of Tithes which, 
seventy years after the author’s declension from the Society, was still 
being widely read. In 1733 English Quakers received special encourage- 
ment to stand by their testimony, for, far away in New England, 
Friends after grievous suffering were now exempt by law “from paying 
for established ministers or for repairing worship houses.” 

The country records show that the testimony was taken very 
seriously. Eight members of Norwich Meeting died in prison for refusal 
to pay tithes between 1676 and 1691, and in Lancaster Monthly Meeting 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


in 1678 sixty-seven men members of the Meeting signed a separate 
testimony in the Record Book, of which the following is typical: “I, 
Richard Lancaster, pay no tithe nor steeple-house lays, but witness in 
measure the one offering, even Christ Jesus come, which fulfils and 
abolishes and. puts an end to all offerings, tithes as well as others. 
Therefore my testimony is that they who pay or uphold it do deny 
the everlasting offering Christ Jesus.’!8 

Under 27 Henry VIII, 20 and 32 Henry VIII, 7, the ecclesiastical 
judge might report to the Justices of the Peace a contumacious person 
who refused to pay what he was ordered and they could commit him 


to prison until he gave surety to obey the order. A Statute of Edward’ 


VI enabled the judge to excommunicate a person disobeying his sen- 
tence and after forty days to require a writ de excommunicato capiendo 
to be issued by the temporal courts. 

The Meeting for Sufferings took up the case of William Gooderidge, 
a Quaker of Banwell in Somerset, who in 1689 had been in the Fleet 
prison for thirteen years on the oath of his prosecutor alone. The 
parson had claimed £78 for tithes and £20 costs and Gooderidge’s 
estate worth £150 had been sequestered and the unfortunate man kept 
in prison. The case was aggravated by the action of the sherift’s 
officers who took the goods and chattels of one Thomas Avery, 
Gooderidge’s tenant, who lost a further £94. For refusing to pay £2 
tithe a year this Quaker was in fact overcharged £146 as well as suffer- 
ing thirteen years in prison. On November rath, 1689, Lord Rochester 
presented to the Lords a petition drawn up on Gabderidaet s behalf by. 
the Meeting for Sufferings and on December 14th the Lords ordered 
his discharge.!® 

Gooderidge’s case was part ofawider campaign on which the Meeting 
for Sufferings was engaged. A bill to recover small tithes was going 
through parliament and they were anxious to have it amended to 
include trial by jury. Six Friends gave evidence before the Lords but 
both this bill and one introduced in 1692 were rejected by the Commons 
who refused to accept.the Lords’ amendments.?° In 1696 however, 
clauses were introduced into the Affirmation Act which enabled 
Justices of the Peace to determine what was due for tithe and levy the 


amounts by distress. Unfortunately the Act was permissive only and — 


in the forty years after 1696 1,100 Quakers were prosecuted in ecclesi- 

astical courts, 302 were imprisoned and 9 died in prison. In 1721 for 

example the Meeting for Sufferings took up the case of Charles Bewsey 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


of Mudford, Somerset, whose estate had been seized in 1717 in lieu of - 
a payment of £7 10s., for tithe. At the vicar’s death in 1721 the Court 
of Exchequer granted a discharge of the sequestration and ordered the 
return of the estate with all arrears of rent and all goods not sold during 
‘the vicar’s lifetime.”4 

The Meeting for Sufferings was occupied from its inception in 
saving Quakers from the consequences of excommunication. In 1676 
they secured the release from prison of John Furley by applying to 
the King’s Bench for a writ of habeas corpus, an expensive method 
quite beyond the range of a man unsupported by the advice and finan- 
cial assistance of the committee. In 1677, when the will of a Friend 
who died excommunicate was contested and his marriage alleged to 
be illegal, the Meeting for Sufferings secured from the King’s Bench 
a “mandamus” ordering the Judge of the ecclesiastical court to grant 
the administration of the will to the widow.”2 

The Meeting was probably most useful in this respect in warning 
Quakers against falling into the hands of the ecclesiastical courts. They 
found that Friends, through ignorance of the procedure in these 
courts, “continue as people unconcerned till they be taken and im- 
prisoned upon the writ de excommunicato capiendo”. In 1696 a 
letter of advice was circulated, recommending a method which had 
been successfully followed. The Quaker should appear in person, ask 
for a copy of the “libel” and answer it as well as he can. If the bishop 
proceeds to an excommunication, counsel should be engaged who would 
probably find sufficient error in the “significavit” to move for the 
Friend’s discharge either before the Lord Chancellor or the Master of 
the Rolls. The plan seems to have worked, for either the Bishop did 
not appear or when he did the Quaker was discharged because the 
writ was badly drafted. In 1720 the Yearly Meeting on the suggestion 
of the Meeting for Sufferings approved the printing of two hundred 
copies of the advice with two examples of successful prohibitions.” 

Right up to the end of our period the Meeting for Sufferings was 
called on to protect individual Quakers who were pursued at law by 
parish priests and churchwardens who claimed small amounts for 
registering births, marriages and burials and for churching, none of 
which they had performed.** In 1729 for example, the Vicar of Wake- 
field claimed that the wife of one Naylor, a Quaker, “in several years 
bore several children in the said parish and by the custom of the parish 
he was entitled to tenpence for churching which she either was or 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


ought to have been.” The case was argued before the King’s Bench 
which ruled that the custom was not good and that the parson was 
unredsonable to demand money for doing nothing. 

A review of the relations between the Quakers and the Church of 
England has revealed once more the vital part played by the Meeting 
for Sufferings in transforming the Quaker fellowship into a regular 
national body. It gathered up the legal problems of civil and religious 
obedience with which individual Quakers were confronted, it sought 


the best guidance which London lawyers could provide and sent down 


into the country sound advice on cases which might be contested or 
defended with some hope of success. Correspondents in the country 
kept the central office supplied with accurate and up-to-date accounts 
of the incidence of persecution and of the various statutes under which 
Quakers were being prosecuted. The Meeting for Sufferings was 
therefore in touch with thase Quakers who were most in need of help 
and they in turn were bound to it in a common search for means of 
relief. The Committee’s remarkably complete intelligence service, 
covering every county in England and Wales, enabled them to speak 
to those in authority whether the King, the Parliament or the Judges, 
with the assurance that the facts of any case were as they stated them; 
but they did not stop at submitting summaries of sufferings. 

Under the able leadership of Penn they carried the campaign for 
liberty into the Courts of Law where they took their stand on the 
ancient laws and statutes of England. For fifteen years before 1689: 
this Committee sought in Parliament, at law and at court, the measure 
of toleration granted at the Revolution. In aiming at justice the 
Committee was incidentally the means first of saving the Society from 
destruction, then of building it into a well-knit national body. A com- 
parison with other nonconformist bodies shows the magnitude of the 
achievement of the Meeting for Sufferings. During these fifteen years 
every other nonconformist fellowship broke down into independent 
churches which stood their ground alone as best they could.*® The 
Quakers might have been reduced to independency if they had relied 
on Fox’s system ‘of Monthly Meetings alone, for the addition of a 
yearly conference in London would by itself not have transformed 
these Quaker fellowships into a single Society of Friends. The Six 
Weeks’ Meeting, the leading local committee in the capital was ab- 
sorbed in problems of internal discipline in the London area and the 
Morning Meeting, another possible national link, had lost prestige 
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THE QUAKERS AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


because it was associated in the minds of many with what they held to 
be Fox’s autocratic schemes. The new Meeting for Sufferings, un- 
hampered either by a diversity of tasks or by suspicion of aspiring: to 
dominate the Church, applied its energies week by week to a persist- 
ent search for legal relief on behalf of thousands of individual Quakers. 
It is true, as Braithwaite has written, that the Meeting for Sufferings 
was a vigilance committee which gradually acquired wider executive 
functions, but his account does not do justice to its unique place in 
the history of nonconformity in the seventeenth century.” In 1689, 
apart from the Quakers, the power of the nonconformists lay dispersed 
in local churches. The Quakers alone emerged from the final persecu- 
tion of the 1680’s a more closely-knit national body and they were 
saved from dismemberment by the intelligent activity of the Meeting 


for Sufferings. 


NOTES 


1 Robert Barclay, The Anarchy of the Ranters (1674), p. 202. 

? Braithwaite distrusts but without sufficient reason Penn’s calculation that among 
Dissenters fifteen thousand families had been ruined and five thousand had died since 
1660. See W. C. Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), p. 114. 

3 See W. S. Holdsworth, History of English Law, Vol. VI, 1924, p. 199, n. 11. 

4 Christian and Brotherly Advices, p. 149. : 

5 See copy in Book of Cases, Vol. I, pp. 179-80, dated 15th March, 1685-6). 

® Besse, Vol. I, pp. 68-70. 

7 None of these are noted by Braithwaite. 

8 Book of Cases, Vol. I, p. 70. Friends had previously sought relief unsuccessfully in 
parliament, see, e.g., Book of Cases, I, p. 41, for the report of the debate on 27. iv. 1678. 
cf. The Quakers’ address of thanks to James II in 1687 in which Penn inserted the 
following sentence: “We hope the good effects thereof for the peace, trade and prosperity 
of the kingdom will produce such a concurrence from parliament as may secure it to 
our posterity in after times”. 

9 Sir Fleetwood Shepherd. 

10 Book of Cases, I, pp. 93-5. In answer to a letter from Robert Barrow, a Lancashire 


Friend, who protested to the Morning Meeting against the form of the Test, the clerk 
wrote: “we see nothing but that Friends may safely sign it. There is no oath nor cere- 
mony of laying the hand on or kissing the Bible required in the case.” See Minutes of 
the Morning Meeting, Vol. I, p. 14. 

11 See Book of Cases, I, pp. 87-8, for a copy of the discharge signed by Hyde. 

12 Minutes of Meeting: for Sufferings, 1. v. 1681. 

18 See A Record of Sufferings in the County of Berks, under 1682. 

144R, Barclay, 4n Apology, etc., 1675, pp. 432-9. 


15 Thid., p. 432. 
16 Some Quakers bought tithes during the Commonwealth but usually undertook to 


part with their interest in them when advised to do so by their Meetings. It is probable 
that the coldness with which some Quakers received John Bellers’s proposals for a college 
of industry was due to his patronage of the living of Coln St Aldwyn in Gloucestershire 
through his wife who was co-heiress with her sisters of the manor there. See A, R. Fry, 
John Bellers (1935), pp- 16-17. 
17 See Yearly Mceting Minutes, Vol. III, p. 69. 
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18 In the register book of Lancaster Monthly Meeting under 30. viii. 1678. 

19 Book of Cases, I, pp. 186-95. 

20 Tbid., I, pp. 232-4. 

21 Thid., Vol. II, p. 238. 

22 Tbid., =. pp- 26 and 27. 

as Ibid., Il, Pp. 225-9. 

24 Tbid., II, pp. 269-70. 

25 Tbid. Is P- 279. 

6 of G, Lyon Turner, Original Records of Early Nonconformity under Persecution and 
Indulgence, Vol. Ill, p. 29. 

27 See W. G, Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), p. 285. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
THE QUAKER WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


“Now Moses and Aaron and the seventy elders did not say to those © 
assemblies of women: ‘we can do our work ourselves and you are more 
fitter to be at home to wash the dishes or such like expressions, but 
they did encourage them in the work and service of God.’ ””! 


EORGE FOX’S teaching about the place of women in the work 

and service of God was condemned by contemporaries as contrary 
to the Word*. “When Miriam began to perk it before Moses”, wrote 
Bunyan in 1683, “God covered her face with a leprous scab”, trust- 
worthy and conclusive proof, he thought, that an active part in religious 
meetings tended ‘‘to puff up that sex to their hurt and damage’’.4 
Bunyan was concerned to insist on women’s “underlingship” in 
matters of religion® but did not call in question their status in every- 
day work. In the seventeenth century the wives of farmers shared in 
the life and independence which their husbands enjoyed. In the skilled 
trades and the crafts the ability of the wives of gild members was so 
much taken for granted that they were regarded as their husbands’ 
partners, and when the husband died the widow was left in undisturbed 
possession of the stock, apparatus and goodwill of the business. 
Women shared too in retail trade and'in every village and town some 
earned a living as nurses and midwives. In the woollen and linen 
trade however, they could hardly earn a bare maintenance and in the 
luxury trades, silk spinning and gold and silver thread-making, the 
bulk of which was done by women, their wages had to be supplemented 
from the poor rate. In the course of the century. women of all classes 
became less independent and their status declined.® 
However intelligent and capable women might be ‘in business, they 
were in church affairs “that simple and weak sex’’.? They had no share 
at all in the government of the church, they might not even meet 
together for prayer.® “If she worships in assemblies”, wrote Bunyan, 
“her part is to hold her tongue, to learn in silence.”’® It is true that 
Keach, the London Baptist minister permitted women to hold inde- 
pendent prayer meetings but Bunyan’s opinion of a brother who pan- 

107 


» | iste 
7 a 


Me ill i borsrte esaniat lo asviw sds sina. dhaosingvsa olt al atrow | ¢sb 


a ai bas sonensiniiva oud s tgs: (bie Bluoo yes vewod shan Se 
Od) gaidem-beouly vay tie bas blog bax aoe le aes ; 
: bornoarl Gquesd 07 by f ang: aw vist straw xd sob eaw iit to if Pa: 
sorely Us to nomow yuu arts te sewoo orl? Al corey 100q ads med i 
: *banitush eusere riod? bs anshasqobni avgl « oniezocf } 


that biod oF remo bensinerra qetainien wetige aobtod oi 
seq tlw reitosd 1 to. treoianiegcs 3" nonce at Reena hae 


courTaaM 2 Mow AAMAUE u 


4 
a Bi 
pets vk Nae Seve euihy ciresree YAY hte How, ite mo aa 
rity Wish a ng! “iS SYTLOL TY Avoee ake iby was wn? cantanone Yo silent 
wh any pen eeky ah ual © ahh odlt deme oy apd. a 7 payee = 


¥ 
OY Ns sy cl » ice 
i ot neitow Yo soaky sth needy gnissan 2XOE 4OAROR 
YMA 4 eee We £ ageand ef bear on bre» @ 7 ww bow Io saivaee host 
stove we, mdtod ti dyeq ay neyo euciaies esl Ww *hioW scl wg 
“uu doe oigal « aliiw soet yet boweoo boo)” C801 ni remem 4 
eucrigiten, ni ripe witen a6 1803 2il geod sf Joo ef oviautones ba \elaadl par 
ie tie ib batt rudd risdy OF Xe 


els qu Tug os” bobnsr. egnitsemn _ am i 
“qitlegnitrst nau” @‘nomaw, MO deieni oo benwoaes enw neem 


“Vie 73 ai cutie tivals noiiggup ni lis ton bib wut *noigils: te eo 


— heltita ode al -beyojns abas foastl riod doivtwr consbasgsbai bine ti 
* on naw: exsdatour blig to eaviw alr to ysilide od eftsao alt bre axbiat 
‘ebawdeudd vials | ee bubinget 9 ad ‘goals sel boianay wl aodias showin : 
badwusei bins, wt fy af te that ive atts both benscassed sift cede brs; eran 3Eg + 
caaigesd site ty itp Thao bas pari. doom ot Ww noieareeog : 
andes serot bog ogsiliv Weyve oi has obey listor mi oo2 bensde ir oad 


ron! beg ie telloows ob nt aovivebica bre eon es are te 


you ay fii od 34h wie sornove vidaaqen | bne tngyilloteci twowolt 
hawt bad yoolT °."xg¢ anew bar stqaie refs” arise thorwwits tiomw 
dean ove ton ulgeen yor florea ls ath to Peer, ‘ot of He aq 
ctoryrel storw ,"exiidnrsean at eqiderave: ale” peg 208 sodbsayos 
pris oan vl sophie fk tenet (os Supytos votl blod ©) eb s1ney el hs 
7 


— 


se 


QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


dered to “the unruliness of women” is sufficiently clear from his 
scornful comment: “Poor man, I am sorry for his weakness and that 
he should show that himself is so nunnish in such a day as this: 
The orthodox Christian belief about women was simply that since 
Eve was first in transgression her kind must ever bear the reproach. 
Fox did not deny the historicity of the Genesis story; he argued that 
_ the reproach was taken away by Mary the mother of Jesus. To him 
the equal worth of women and men in the church was a logical deduc- 
tion from the major premise which was the theme of all his preaching: 
“Christ renews man and woman up into the image of God as they were 
in before they fell.’ 
In his search for scripture passages which “answered” or confirmed 
his insight Fox collected a number of witnesses, from Miriam to Dorcas, 


of varying degrees of authority by present-day standards. He certainly 


over-emphasized the unearthly wisdom of Manoah’s wife in Judges 13, 
though his comment: “Would not you Protestants and Papists have 
called her a twatling woman” is probably quite just.12 We cannot now 
accept his exegesis of the verse in Judges 11 which described how “the 
daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the daughter of Jeptha”, 
for he considered that a proof that “they had a yearly meeting upon 
this occasion.” He used the scriptures uncritically and his handling 
of the topic from that point of view is inferior to Bunyan’s, but of the 
soundness of his insight into the responsibility which women ought 
to bear there can be no doubt. George Fox wrote “Men and women, 
being helps meet, are to see that all walk and live in the order of the 
Gaspel and to see that nothing is lacking; women in their assemblies 
may inform one another of the poor widows and fatherless and in 
the wisdom of God may find the best way for the setting forth of their 
children and to see that their children are preserved in Truth and to 
instruct them in the fear of the Lord.”’4 
From the earliest years of the Quaker missionary campaign through- 
out England and beyond the seas, women took an active part; indeed 
it is probable that Fox’s first convert was Elizabeth Hooton and the 
first “Publisher of Truth” a woman. Her courage and endurance are 
typical of that first generation of Quaker women. She suffered im- 
prisonment in England four times between 1651 and 1655 , and when 
she heard of the persecution of Quakers in Boston, she sailed for 
America and there suffered the incredible barbarities of the “Cart and 
Whip” Act of 1661. She returned to Boston again and again and sailed 
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THE QUAKER WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


for England only when she felt she had made an effectual protest 
against “‘the bloody tenent of persecution”. The work of such Quaker 
women missionaries has already received adequate attention in standard 
works but the activities of the rank and file in their meetings up and 
down the country deserve fuller study. 

Although the earliest continuous Quaker records kept by women 
date only fram the establishment of the nation-wide system of monthly 
meetings from 1668 onwards, there is ample evidence of the work of 
the London women’s committee ten years earlier. In his account of 
the first years of Quaker work in London, written in 1662, Edward 
Burrcugh described “‘the very first occasion of the first setting up that 
meeting of women, to visit the sick and to search out the necessities 
of the poor, weak, widows and aged.” A regular Two Weeks’ 
Meeting of suitable women from each “quarter” of London was estab- 
lished which administered funds from three sources, the collections 
regularly taken by the women at the end of all meetings, the grants 
made by the Men’s Meeting and the legacies left “for the use and service 

.of Truth as managed by the women Friends.” Before 1669 the 
responsibility for administering a considerable amount of money was 
carried by Anne Downer Whitehead who kept no regular accounts . 
and was responsible only to a small circle of personal Friends who 
transacted their church business in their own houses in turn. They 
distributed the current collections in poor relief and also lent larger 
sums from a stock of which they had absolute control. At first no 
very clear distinction was made between doles from the funds of the 
Two Weeks’ Meeting and the more substantial grants from “the Box”, 
as their capital fund was called, but by the end of our period two differ- 
ent committees had emerged, one the complement of the Men’s Meeting 
for discipline, the other an independent body of women trustees, 
possessed of considerable funds and landed property and answerable 
to no man.16 

The smooth and efficient working of the early Women’s Meeting» 
is described by William Crouch: “And now also, some ancient women 
Friends did meet together, to consider of what appertained to them, as 
their most immediate care and concern; to inspect the circumstances 
and condition of such who were imprisoned on ‘Truth’s account, and 
to provide things needful to supply their wants; and what did or 
might more immediately concern men Friends, the women would 

‘acquaint them therewith; all was done in great love and unity—no jar 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


or discord amongst them—no repining or murmuring; but a sweet 
harmony and agreement was preserved in all things. These women 
did also enquire into and inspect the wants and necessities of the poor, 
who were convinced of the Truth; and they sat not still, until the cry 
of the poor came to their houses, but when they did suppose or dis- 
cover a want of help, their charity led them to enquire into their con- 
ditions, and to minister to their necessities. And thus things were 
carried on with cheerfulness and brotherly kindness, in the infancy of 
the church; all whisperings and back-bitings were shut out, and love 
and goodwill to all were promoted and cherished.”!” 

Such were the working arrangements which had grown up in 
London before Fox set up in the middle 1660’s the nation-wide system 
of Monthly Meetings. He was determined -to establish separate busi- 
ness meetings for men and women. He knew from personal experience 
that some women were better disciplined by their own sex than by 
men, for had he not laboured unsuccessfully with Alice Corker, Grace 
Hodskinson and “Judith, who did not repent.”!® He was moreover 
extremely sensitive about dealing with women and felt “that there is 
many things that is proper for the women to look into, both in their 
families and concerning women, which is not so proper for the men, 
which modesty in women cannot so well speak of before men as they 
can amongst their own sex.’’® He thought too that the more capable 
women might use the separate Women’s Meeting for instructing 
inexperienced wives and mothers in the management of children and 
servants, but that when the women were confronted with problems 


beyond their range, three or four delegates should submit the difficulties * 


to the Men’s Meeting and vice versa. They were to be concerned, 


however, mainly with the detailed administration of poor relief and 


the liberation of young people for marriage. 

Fox’s unremitting advocacy of separate Women’s Meetings main- 
tained against stubborn opposition from within the Society for more 
than ten years was the cause of much bitterness. From one side he 
was assailed by opponents who argued that since men and women 
were equal there was no reason why they should not meet together, 
as indeed they did in the Six Weeks’ Meeting in London. On the other 
hand the greater number held to the conservative opinion that while 
women might meet with the men they ought to take no part in dis- 
cussions. Fox found that some men were jealous of women meeting 
apart and he was scornful of “some women that denieth women’s 
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meetings, yet will be at the heel of the quarterly meeting and would 
order it as they please.”2° 

The aggressive tendencies slumbering in the great pacifist were 
roused and reinforced by a vision “ofa fierce bull that chased me sore’, 
which has found its way into many Quaker register books here and 
there in the country. The bull represented the opposition to his 
system. Fox was very frightened but also grieved by the strength of 
the assaults, from which he was determined to defend his faithful 
followers. The successful issue of the dream struggle—‘‘so I got a 
great hedge stake and chopped it down his throat to his heart and laid 
him still”—encouraged him to be aggressive and attack the opposition, 
for it assured him of his power to overcome it. There can be no doubt 
that Fox’s motive in setting up the Women’s Meetings was a sincere 
desire to safeguard the flock, but his very fear for their safety made 
him speak and act like a dictator. This would appear to be the explana- 
tion of such an outburst as the following: “Oh that wicked spirit, that 
cursed spirit, that would have divided and brought to nought the 
blessed Women’s Meetings that I was moved to set up by the power 
of God; oh what would they have the widow and the fatherless do.””4 

In spite of violent opposition, tactlessly handled, Women’s Meetings 
were established and contemporary records still survive of thirteen 
Quarterly Meetings, forty-three Monthly Meetings and fifteen Pre- 
parative Meetings of women. That Women’s Meetings were even 
more widespread than these records would suggest is clear from the 
case of Bristol. Although no Women’s minute or account books sur- 
vive from the seventeenth century the records of the Men’s Meetings 
show that regular meetings were held from 1667. ‘The women were 
responsible for reporting the births of Friends’ children from 1669” 
and in 1686 a woman registrar was appointed. In the next ten years she 
completed 87 blank birth certificates supplied by the Men’s Meeting, for 
which she was paid 25s. In Bristol the women Quakers were responsi- 
ble for the collection and administration of funds for poor relief. In 
1667 the Men’s Meeting made a grant of £5 for coals and cheese for 
the poor and in the course of the next thirty years made seven similar 
grants, but except in sudden emergencies the charge of the poor was 
considered to be the women’s responsibility.** In 1670 the Bristol 
Men’s Meeting ruled that intentions of marriage might not be published 
until approved by the Women’s Meeting, and after 1691 women 
wishing to move to another Monthly Meeting, applied to. them for 
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certificates of good conversation.*® After the establishment of the 
Bristol Quaker Workhouse in 169626 the women helped to select poor 
Friends “for the house”. 

The establishment of regular Women’s Meetings throughout the 
country dates from 1671 when Fox circulated an epistle recommending 
women to meet once a month in the county town at ten o’ clock in 
the morning. This meeting was to be primarily a meeting for worship, 
“to pray, to praise and to confess Him to His glory.’’?? But the women 
were encouraged “to keep a little stock amongst themselves to help 
the poor and what they cannot do in such cases they may inform the 
men.” * During the next thirty years the number and variety of Women’s 
Meetings increased rapidly. Under the leadership of the London 
women, monthly, quarterly, half-yearly and. yearly meetings: were 
established in many parts of the country. 

The Six Weeks’ Meeting in London was, from the beginning, a 
joint meeting of men and women. Of the eighty-one members in 
1671, thirty-five were women and the proportion was maintained at 
least to the end of the century. In 1679, of the nine Quakers appointed 
“to draw bills to supply Friends who are in the service of Truth” six 
were women.”® The women who attended this meeting gained experi- 
ence in dealing with a wide variety of problems arising in the London 
meetings. Delinquents were disowned or warned, certificates were 
issued for members going beyond seas and a permanent arbitration 
committee was set up to deal with disputes between Quakers. The 
- children of poor Friends were sent to school, maidservants and appren- 
tices were supervised and marriage problems solved. The Six Weeks’ 
Meeting also supervised the relief of the poor, the widows, the father- 
less, the prisoners and captives, and organized domestic spinning ona 
considerable scale to help unemployed women. The work of the 
meeting soon became systematized; for example, the duties of the 
finance sub-committee were clearly set out in 1674 and copies of minutes 
were circulated from 1675. Up to 1680 this committee of men and 
women might well have become the executive committee of the Yearly 
Meeting, but the Meeting for Sufferings, meeting every week and un- 
hampered by the problems of six crowded London Monthly soipisisl ay 
gradually drew ahead to the first place. 

The London women were looked to as leaders for several reasons. 
Some had been the earliest Quaker preachers in the capital and others 
had opened their homes for meetings in Commonwealth days. They 

I12 


Set ir Niles cna acaant e Titen 


a ne ni a aan isn 


: ih ye hPa Vine c. Mb) o 


yy ; nh " ‘M a bd 

4 7 aa Pee A 4 

4 fa ‘ j wehay e 

sf i , i ai 

3 bs = ‘ ; y Hi oF fa a ae OG 

oe opis te tye ifs: 

f tag Ta5! 

ae. OHS Fit 

fe ia. Heel 
p: Cpu Lert ; 
f peaderteey ahs oy ads ¥ aadlata 0 sar suiaug OF Xe 


oaitts aioe sheild ‘goed ar" hegemants, 
ots anmtidnt yaa aie eoeey usery th ola out , ca seulve bas wi 


a) 


2 ms Ee Wy 30 ? % 1oh4 inv bar Shape aise my mi ft xan ol greta “a 


qlori ar. @ 


rte ances 


Se ee 
GP a AN As 
ae te bt as 


f modest oy Ws yi tre bengl oct pola ei ibiqws boenotns eguiis ” Mi : 
; fs j TSW ey ites eloay bys y wis waged Herd a SOT IBAP (vliinom. (footow , 
oe ; Ai reine atlas to ces Vite at bodeildaaes 


oe 
* 


ey 


& tle iged sft wrod ar fey heal cit acieeM *e aso zie oil we os 
a asdmser sneydgie edd 70 .namow bee mem to grisea: 1aloj 
ie benistaien eow aoinegoig sc) bra memow aww sviegrids ys fig oa 
_boralogge axed inv O sain oils to eros al Auta alt bo. bora oils 8 seal. ; 
nie “rawr T 40 aly ur oft nig ody thosit’l yiqque ot dlidwmbom 
a a9 boning y griiom ids bebrous odw manow of T .romow sr97 
robmot ori ni ghiehs emido: iq 10. (one shiw & & ihtiw yrileeb oi sono i 
ww eore0! iro banter a bor wioatl oew einsupaile 4gotoxn 
ae manent & ben ewan broysd Binoy exedoran, iat howeet 


Bi" 
= 


LES oe 


Pg er hast i a 
icles pena 


edt emadov)-ooswied eosnqeid driw tae of qn me enw season. ra a J 
nee qqé brs aevisebion ootse 03 soe graye zbnsis'd 100g to gonblisio oS nie 
‘elseW? x12 ofT chovloe emul dosq sgsiram bas beiviequestow mo oH 
a, ac} « asta ourobiiey ‘ls tong atly 10 totlon ark bonivraque ela getitoeM is -: 4 
tte yerlaniqe oivenerra b besineyse how deovingns bas esn0e a ae ae 
© wef Yo a ow oT Avery beyoigmnens qlod Gn aigoe viderbienc. Soares lacy 
m ied adi Jo aditub sir slqsnuxo 20% jbositamsieye sensoed aooe Bakissm oc ee 
eaten inn Wo esiqeo bru pdt nine 198 yiteels s19W 99 nimmon-duesonnnit ihe sf 


bas nem to senienmtu vith 081 of GU 2rd cron bonulssonio me vig se 

"ghee silt Yo satimmo> sviausexs on) smoned ovadl {iy nw sshgien er i” 

z | ste hie asew yrsvs gaissem ayainillyd rh gaiteoM oth aad gos = 

So) Eanen nobao.t bobwor zie to amaldong only xe Fre 

| » deal sexi ode oy aude w. f Soft 

- ne . beeen = paneer es 09 bsdool. 21 FBKOW nobrei af, ’ 
 entbe bos iediqyas onl mii eerotk onary sdeu seaiftag ols 

et eri! I Ants ane ri c 


Nab i o 


THE QUAKER WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


had twenty years of continuous experience of prison and poor relief 
and were used to co-operating with men Friends in the Six Weeks’ 
Meeting. Although no minute books of the London Women’s Meeting 
have been found and it is unlikely that they ever existed, the business 
they transacted can be traced from the collection of drafts of Epistles 
they sent out and those they received and from their account books.” 

From Fox they received copies of the general pastoral epistles he 
sent to the Men’s Meeting and others endorsed specifically “for the 
women’s encouragement”’.*° In 1676 he sent them a letter which 
requires particular notice. He had submitted to the Morning Meeting 
for its approval a general letter urging that all marriages should be 
submitted both to the Men’s and Women’s Meetings. As this was one 
of the issues which were being hotly contested at the time by the 
separatists Story and Wilkinson,*! the Morning Meeting ruled that 
the letter was controversial and they prohibited its circulation.*? The 
Six Weeks’ Meeting and the London Quarterly Meeting followed 
suit. Fox thereupon sent an intemperate letter to the Women’s 
_ Meeting, complaining of the high-handed action of the committee he 
himself had set up, and suggesting that the women should show his 
letter to the persons concerned. The letter is preserved with their 
records but no evidence remains of any action they may have taken. 

The London Women’s Meeting sent letters of advice about ministry 
to Women’s Meetings throughout the country. From one such letter, 
undated but certainly before 1686 (it is signed by Anne Whitehead 
who died 1686), it is clear that some two dozen of them attended the . 
Men’s Yearly Meeting of ministers, as a result of which they sent a 
lengthy warning against women preaching either to gain “‘popularity 
or to be seen or heard of men”.** Young women are warned not to 
utter “more words than the Lord requires” and not to visit London, 
Bristol or Norwich Meetings as they are not qualified for such weighty 
work. Women ministers are not to take “superfluous company with 
them, which burdens Friends” and all are asked to make sure “that 
young men and young women do not travel together by no means, 
for it is not allowed.” 

Letters were sent to women in the country asking them to distribute 
money among local sufferers*4 and an extensive correspondence was 
maintained with Women’s Meetings in England and in the plantations. 
These helped to keep those in remote parts, whether in Aberdeen or 
on “the western branch of James River in Virginia county” up to the 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


high standard maintained in London. These meetings, whether in 
England or in the plantations were large even by modern standards. 
On ‘one occasion Anne Whitehead signed on behalf of 150 London 
women, adding that it would be “‘teagous to trouble you with all our 
names” and a reply came from 187 women in Barbados. 

The scale of the work of the London Women’s Meeting can be © 
judged from the miscellaneous account books which survive. No 
accounts were kept until 1678, although Anne Whitehead, who was 
treasurer, jotted down notes of large transactions between 1669 and 
1677 in her memorandum book. During that time she had received 
no less than £899 in legacies “for the service of Truth”, including 
£10 from Lady Conway paid by Van Helmont. One Friend gave 
the fund £200 on condition that he and his wife received £24 a year 
while they lived. It is not clear until 1678 how so large a sum of money 
was invested, although £300 was lent to William Penn in 1674 and 
repaid in 1678. In that year the Women’s Meeting bought a property 
at Southgate for £350. 

The women administered two funds. Their weekly collections 
were distributed in small amounts in very much the ‘same fashion as 
in the other Women’s Meetings throughout the country. Once a 
month, however, they paid out money from their trust fund on a 
much larger scale. £10 was granted towards apprenticing the son of 
a poor Friend (5.10.79), £5 was paid for a child’s board and lodging ~ 
for a year (23.12.79) and. substantial amounts were paid to men and 
women travelling in the Ministry. Loans ranging from £5 to £100 
were made to Quakers “to help them in their livelihoods” but these 
were severally under-written by members of the meeting who were 
expected to repay the loan after two years if the borrowers defaulted. 

In 1684, “the stock of money, estate in land, the writings and bonds” 
belonging to the Women’s Meeting were committed to the charge 
of six women trustees, each of whom was provided with a key to the 
chest which was specially made to hold their money and securities. 
Their rough account books and ledgers, kept in perfect order through- 
out our period, have a business-like quality which was not surpassed 
by the men. Their Southgate property was managed as a paying con- 
cern. When for example hedging cost them £2 16s. 6d. in 1685, they 
recouped £2 16s. by selling 310 faggots. They paid carpenters and 
bricklayers for repairs and in 1697, when their house and barn were 
burnt down, they rebuilt them at a cost of £114 16s. 2d.°° In the 
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THE QUAKER WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


eighteenth century they invested a considerable sum of money in 
India bonds which they replaced in 1736 by £900 worth of “3 
per cent annuity.’’* 

At first the Women’s Meetings in the country needed a good deal 
of help from the men. When the Men’s Quarterly Meeting of Oxford- 
shire apprenticed young Sarah Dean to William Shewen, pin-maker 
of London, they recorded that “it is properly the women’s business 
and doth belong to them, yet nevertheless, the men are willing to take 
the care in this business and defray the charges, the women being 
thought not so capable at the present as they may be in time to come, 
by reason their meeting is not yet fully settled”.8? Sarah Fell’s minutes 
of the Women’s Meeting for Swarthmore, though better written than 
most, are a fair sample of the procedure followed and the business 
transacted elsewhere, whether in large centres like Norwich or in, 
remote villages like Brailes in South Warwickshire. Rough minutes 
were written during the meeting, “for then”, as Sarah Fell explained 
to her sister when she handed over the clerkship, “things are the 
freshest upon the mind”, and were written up later at leisure in the 
beautifully ordered books which survive. When the meeting for 
business opened the names of the constituent particular meetings were 
called over, those unrepresented were noted and letters of reproof drafted 
for those meetings which were slack. Once a year each meeting had to 
make a return of “sufferings” for tithes, priests’ wages and steeple- 
house repairs. Testimonies from women who joined the meetings 
either by convincement or by marriage were entered in the book and 
copies of condemnations fixed with a wafer.*8 The clerk entered “some 
of the best and suitablest’” papers and epistles of George Fox and other 
Friends at the back of the minute book.*® : 

The first Women’s Meeting at Swarthmore was held in October 
1671 when the only business transacted was the distribution of money 
to poor Friends. The women managed their money extremely well. 
Their total collections in the first eight years did not average £2 per 
annum yet no poor Friend went unaided.’ Small grants of money, 
hardly ever more than §s., at any one time, were occasionally made 
and help was usually given in kind. The meeting first made quite sure 
that the sick or needy person really was without resources. In 1675 
when Margaret Geldard applied for help the meeting decided that “‘she 
hath some household goods of her own, or something she may make 
money of to supply her necessity with but out of a covetous spirit 
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seems unwilling to supply herself with her own,” Friends promised to 
reach forth a hand of charity to her when her own supply was. ex- 
-hausted. Help in kind ranged from the loan of a pot or pan*! to a cow*? 
and sometimes a gift served several women in succession. In 1679 the 
clerk recorded that “we understand that there’s a petticoat and an 
under-waistcoat in Isabel Brittain’s custody that old Jane Woodell had 
not wore out when she died, which the meeting had given her; the 
meeting orders that they be sent to Jane Fisher to serve her for the 
present and if she do not live to wear them out, they are to be returned 
to the meeting again to dispose of as they see fit.’’4 
Sometimes a poor woman was taken into Friends’ homes in turns, 
as when a widow who was unable to get a livelihood through palsy 
was taken “into their houses to keep and employ, as they have occasion, 
from one house to another, for her relief and present supply till Friends 
see cause to the contrary”. In general, however, all women in good 
health, whether unmarried or widows were expected to support them- 
selves. ; . 
The Women’s Meeting kept a strict watch on the “conversation” 
of its members. They were concerned especially to prevent unsuitable 
marriages and when young people eluded them and were married by 
a priest they wrote letters of condemnation whose tremendous denunci- 
ations leave an impression which can still be felt. Women were 
“eldered” for permitting card-playing in their houses, for selling lace, 
for taking an oath about burying in woollen and “for setting up to 
sell ale”. In 1675 they forbade one of their number, a midwife, to take 
on difficult cases unaided. “We do warn her”, wrote the clerk “that 
she meddle not in that employment hereafter (where there is any 
difficulty) without the help and assistance of another midwife. . And 
if any do suffer through making use of her, for the future they must 
take it upon themselves.’’*° 
The meeting trained young girls, especially orphans, as domestic 
servants by placing them as “learners” in local Quaker families, 
stipulating that while they were young they were not to be put to 
anything more than they were able to perform. The case of Mary 
Benson is typical. She was left an orphan in 1679. The women decided 
that she was not to be sent to a great-uncle, “he being no Friend, lest 
he should train up the child in vanity and folly”. They took steps to 
trace some money left to the child and made certain it was in safe 
keeping. Mary then spent some time in several local families who were 
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THE QUAKER WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


asked “‘to instruct her and correct her and see that she keeps her 
reading and knitting or rather improves it.” The meeting gave her 
shoes, a Friend gave some cloth and the women of Cartmel Meeting 
made it into a winter outfit. A few months later she was earning her 
keep and 4os. a year as well as being “brought on in her learning, 
both sewing and knitting.” Two years later the meeting set her up 
to go to Manchester “to better herself.’”*® We get another glimpse of 
Mary Benson back in Swarthmore in 1686. She had proved unsatis- 
factory “but Margaret Fox is willing to keep her this year and to give 
her 12s. wages, if she be of a capacity to earn it, but she hath the 
character of a very stubborn forward child, so that it is an exercise to 
meddle with her.” ; 

By the turn of the century the main business concerns of the 
Women’s Meeting were reduced to three, the consideration of applica- 
tions for permission to marry, house-to-house visitation, especially to 
enquire about tithe-paying, and the granting of small sums of money 
for poor relief. Even when in the seventeenth century they had been 
most busy with a variety of problems the women had not forgotten 
that the primary object of their meetings was the worship of God. 
In 1686 the clerk found time to record that “our souls is more glad ° 
than if corn, wine or oil is increased; and our spirits bowed and broken 
before Him who is God, worthy over all to be magnified.” In the 
first thirty years this meeting of women was concerned mainly with 
building up the character of its individual members; in the second 
thirty years it was linked with others over a much wider field, libera- 
ting some of its members to travel in the Ministry in East Anglia, in 
Scotland and in Ireland. The record of our period closes with the 
prayer “that our hands may be strengthened in the work of Truth and 
our hearts engaged in the service of our day that none may be slack 
therein, that we may not mind our own things more than the things 
of our dear Lord Jesus.”#” 

From 1671 the London Women’s Meeting took the lead in an 
attempt to establish and link together in a federation Women’s 
Meetings at home and abroad. They met 150 strong in 1672 and sent 
epistles to those Women’s Meetings already established. In 1674 they 
sent accounts of the work of their meeting to women who had not 
yet set up meetings, as an encouragement to them to start meetings 
for discipline. In the next few years they kept up a vigorous corres- 
pondence with Women’s Meetings in England and in the plantations 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


and from time to time sent representatives to the Quarterly Meetings 
at home to help women to organize their work on a county basis. By 
1690 they had adopted the title London Yearly Meeting of Women. 
The next Yearly Meeting of Men sent down into the country in their 
Epistle a strong recommendation “‘to encourage the faithful Women’s 
Meetings and the settling them where they are wanting.’’48 In 1691 
the women of Scarborough, Whitby and Bridlington held a regional 
yearly meeting and Aberdeen followed in 1694. In 1697 the women 
ministers were permitted to hold a meeting by themselves during the 
Men’s Yearly Meeting and from 1698 to sit with the men in the Yearly 
Meeting of Ministers. Later that year women ministers met with the 
men monthly for several meetings. By 1701 the women ministers of 
London were meeting on Saturdays, as the men did, to decide which 
meetings they would attend next day. This was their undoing, for the 
Morning Meeting of Ministers suppressed their seventh day meeting. 
The men declared that they had never given permission for its estab- 
lishment and that it was quite unnecessary.. Women ministers wishing 
to speak at any particular meeting on Sundays should in future leave 
their names at the central office. The minutes state quite bluntly that 
women ministers take up too much time and that in consequence 
“several public and serviceable men Friends are by them prevented 
in their serving.” 

At the opening of the eighteenth century therefore Quaker women 
did not enjoy equal status with the men. They had no share in the 
Yearly Meeting for discipline and took no active part in shaping the 
discipline. Their share in the ministry is dealt with more fully else- 
where*® but the evidence of their minute books reviewed in this chap- 
ter is sufficient proof of their indispensable contribution to the welfare 
of the Society. The Monthly Meeting unit seems to have been large 
enough to ensure that at least one able woman would emerge to take 
the lead. Sarah Fell of Swarthmore is not unique but takes her place 
in a splendid succession of such women beginning with Anne White- 
head and closing our period with Tace Railton, whose magisterial 
signature at the end of their epistles is a fitting symbol of the authority 
of the London Women’s Yearly Meeting. 

The Quaker Women’s Meetings, whether for worship or for church 
affairs, were unique. Based on the recognition of equal worth rather 

‘than equal power with the men, they directed into social service a 
great stream of energy and ability which had previously run to waste, 
118 
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THE QUAKER WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


Their efficient handling of the problem of poor relief contributed 
largely, to the building ofa society in which pauperism was not allowed 
to exist. If they had no part with the men in the legislative activity 
of the Yearly Meeting, they certainly acquitted themselves well in 
putting into practice its discipline.* 


* Since this chapter was printed a new study of Quaker Women’s Meetings has been _ 
published: see Isabel Ross, Margaret Fell, Mother of Quakerism, Chapter x1x. 


NOTES 


1 George Fox Epistles, Manuscript L, folio 636. 

*See Robert Barclay, The Inner Life of the Religious Societies of the Commonwealth 
(1876), p. 344. 

3 A Case of Conscience Resolved, in Complete Works, 1862, p. 673. 

4 Thid., p. 670. 

5 Thid., p. 673. : 

® See Alice Clark, Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century, 1919, p. 235- 

7 See Bunyan, An Exposition of the First Ten Chapters of Genesis, in Works, 1862, p. 429. 

§ William Collins, in Appendix VII to The Ministry of Women (1919), p. 133, states 
that the organization of deaconesses by the Independents “‘died out as they ceased to 
realize the Church as a polity.” There is no reference to the service of women in the 
Presbyterian Directory of Church, 1644, or in the Minutes of the General Association of 
the General Baptists. In the Brief Confession or Declaration of Faith, 1660, the deacons 
are described as “‘faithful men”. 

9 4 Case of Conscience, p. 674. 

10 Thid., p. 665. 

U1 cf, Bunyan, op. cit., p. 658, who wrote of women: “They are not the image and 
glory of God, as the men are.” 

cf. The Report of the Archbishop’s Commission on the Ministry of Women (1919), p- 3: 
“All branches of the Church have hitherto interpreted the testimony of the Gospels to 
mean that the government of the Church and the responsibility for the Ministry of the 
Word and the Sacraments were entrusted to men.” 

12 See Gospel Truth Demonstrated, p. 331. 

13 Horstles, p. 377+ 

14 See Epistles, p. 373. 

15 Letters of Early Friends, p. 309. 

16 The 62 manuscripts bound up as “Box Meeting manuscripts” refer to the women’s 
meeting for discipline, not to the London Women Friends’ Charity, as stated by Cadbury, 
Annual Catalogue, 1939, p- 20. 

17 Memoirs of William Crouch, section iii. 

18 See Annual Catalogue, pp. 34, 36 and 74. 

19 See MS. Letters, Dreams and Visions, p. 15. 

20 Manuscript L, p. 636. 

"1 Annual Catalogue, p. 103. 

22 21. Vili. 1669. 

23 See Bristol Men’s Meeting, Minutes, Vol. I, p. ror. 

24 Thid., Vol. I, p. 19. 

26 Thid., 19. viii. 1691. 

6 See Chapter iii. 

27 See folio 1, A Book for the Women’s Meeting for Swarthmore Hawkshead and 
Cartmel Meetings for Truth’s Service, 1671-1700. 

28 Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, p. 101. 
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20 See the so-called Box Manuscripts, 1671-1753, and Anne Whitehead’s Account 
Book, 1669, entitled Ledger No. 1. 


Ch See Box Manuscripts, No. 3. 

31 See Chapter ii. 

82 The letter is probably Epistle 317. 

33 Box Manuscripts, 15. 

*4e.¢. Box Manuscript 5 for Nottingham and Manuscript 36 for Nailsworth. 

35 See Accounts, Vol. II, p. 59. 

36 See Ledger V, 11. ix, 1736. In view of this evidence it does not seem likely that, 
as Braithwaite thought, * ‘their want of business training precluded their admission to 
important executive bodies Such as the Neorning Meeting and the Meeting for Sufferings.” 
See Second Period of Quakerism, p. 286. 

37 See Minutes of Oxford Men’s Quarterly Meeting, 16. v. 1674. 

88 This latter practice may have been inspired by a charitable desire not to enter these 


grim documents as permanent records; it has.certainly enabled Friends coming after to 
remove the evidence of guilt. 


39 See Thirnbeck manuscript No. 15. 

40 Swarthmore Women’s Meeting Minutes, folios 132, 133. 
41 Tbid., 3. ix. 1674. 

12 Thid., 2. iii, 1676. 

48 Thid., 6. iii. 1679. 

44 Thid., 2. iii. 1676. 

= Ibid., 10. xii. 1675. 


"The meeting paid the following sums for material for her outfit and for travelling 
expenses; 
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CHAPTER NINE 
THE QUAKER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 


“The religion of England is preaching and sitting still on Sundays.” ° 
Joun Evetyn, 4 Character of England (1659), p. 16. 


HE first Quakers thought of religion as the perfect service of 

God in every-day life. They believed that this service followed 
as a direct consequence from the transformation of personality which 
took place as Christians allowed God’s power to recreate them in 
His image. With the single exception of the Scriptures all external 
aids, whether of Common Prayer or Directory were discarded; every- 
thing else was thrown away in the fervent belief that Christ was actively 
“renewing men again into the image of God, as they were in the 
Apostles’ days, yea, also, I say, as Adam and Eve were in before the 
Fall.” This approach to religion necessitated religious meetings of 
three kinds; those in which preachers called the World to come out 
of “the dark night of apostasy’; smaller meetings of “convinced” 
people eager to respond to the formative power of God, and meetings 
for the transaction of Church business. In this chapter we shall be 
concerned mainly with those records of meetings for business which 
throw light on the management, first, of the “retired” or silent meetings, 
then of the “common” or public meetings. 

Edward Burrough referred in a letter to Margaret Fell in 1655 to 
these two types of meetings when he wrote: “We get Friends on the 
first-days to meet together in several places out of the rude multitude; 
and we two go to the great meeting place which we have, which will 
hold a thousand people, which is always nearly filled, there to thresh 
among the World”.? As early as 1656 Fox circulated an Epistle in 
which he distinguished between ministry suitable to silent meetings 
and that appropriate to the World. “There is a difference”, he wrote 
in his advice to Ministers, “betwixt Friends going into the World and 
of coming among them that are come to silent meetings.and to feed 
there; for that which may be seasonable to the World may not be to 
them.’”’? William Britten, a Bristol man, described in the pamphlet he 
published in 1660 the comfort he derived from silent meetings and the 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


three criteria he himself used to test the ministerial “openings” or 
insights that came to him there.t “I have found and felt more of the 
Lord’s presence in one silent meeting than I have done in a hundred 
sermons preached by me in times past, and though then I did deliver 
them with much zeal.”5 The worshipper must first learn “to come 
into a pure silence” in which activity, both bodily and mental, are 
stilled. As he allows distracting thoughts to slip away, words or 
thoughts emerge which must be tried “by the spiritual touchstone”. 
“Note in words themselves, how sometimes they are too many, some- 
times unsound and untrue, sometimes too short in telling but a half- 
truth.”® Even when individual words or ideas have passed this test, 
the whole message should be weighed “‘in the spiritual scales” before 
it is uttered. Those who are willing to submit to this triple discipline 
“can best declare what God hath revealed unto them.”” 

This advice was written for the help of those who attended silent 
or retired meetings, which would appear to have been much less common 
than those mainly devoted to preaching. It is true that the latter were 
based on a devotional silence. In 1671 George Whitehead in an Epistle 
to Ministers written from Bristol wrote: ‘Be ye co-workers together 
in one and the same Truth and Spirit of Life wherein both they that 
speak and they that wait in silence do bear each other’s burdens.”® 
Nevertheless the main activity in most Quaker Meetings seems to 
have been confined to the recognized ‘Public Friends” who occupied 
the gallery. In 1678 Bristol Quakers recorded in the following minute 
a proposal to hold silent meetings again after a lapse of twenty years.® 
“There having been a proposal made in the late meeting of the men 
and women Friends that as many Friends as find freedom may retire 
apart from the public meeting upon first days in the afternoon, to 
wait upon the Lord in the pure silence of all flesh, the Friends of that 
meeting, in a sense of the benefit of such meetings in the time of our 
first gathering, recommended the same to this meeting with a desire 
that the same might be established among us in unity. This meeting 
in a large measure concurreth therewith, yet lest such meetings may 
be an occasion of hurt to our testimony or to encourage Friends to 
withdraw from our public meetings or meet privately in time of 
persecution, Friends doth propose that such meetings may dissolve 
and not be in such time but that in times of persecution Friends may 
publicly meet together as heretofore.” It was decided to permit such 
silent meetings for an experimental period of three months but no 
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THE QUAKER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 


further reference is made to them in the minutes, probably because 
Bristol Quakers were soon immersed in the final wave of persecution. 
Ten years later Fox sent to the Morning Meeting a proposal that 
retired meetings should be restored and others appointed, and the 
Six Weeks’ Meeting undertook “to enquire for a convenient place 
between Bishopsgate and the Tower Hill for Friends to meet in more re- 
tiredly.”!* Three months later they reported “that the place for a silent 
meeting is under consideration.” In 1692 two London Monthly Meetings 
were given permission by the Six Weeks’ Meeting to hold such meet- 
ings once a fortnight but were told that “the upper room at Grace- 
church Street” must suffice as it was not thought reasonable to spend 
money for the hire of other premises.1? In 1711 the London repre- 
sentative reported to the Yearly Meeting that “we have some retired 
meetings settled among us and hope we may say that they are of good 
service; several of our young people are observed to frequent them, 
which we desire may be a means of bringing them to a suitable ex- 
perience of the work of Truth upon their souls.”’4 By 1724 itis apparent 
from the Yearly Meeting Epistle that some meetings were being held 
in complete silence. In 1738 Friends were exhorted to “labour to 
feel their minds abstracted from the visible objects into a true stillness 
of nothingness of self,.wherein the teachings of the Holy Spirit are 
witnessed by the humble and contrite.!® 

This attitude was aggravated by the Quakers’ theory about the 
ministry which Richard Claridge summed up in these words: “The 
true Ministers of Christ are immediately sent by Him and they are in 
silence of all flesh, study and reasoning to receive immediately from 
Him before they deliver to the people.’’}? The divorce of divine call 
and human intellect implied in this: statement can be traced to the 
dualistic thought of the Quaker theologian Barclay, who regarded 
the divine and human as mutually exclusive categories. In his expo- 
sition of Quakerism he gave formal expression to a theory of the divine 
in man which cannot be reconciled with the original Quaker message. 
It was widely read and was a considerable factor in the decline into 
quietism in the eighteenth century. Having reduced man to the status 
of an animal, plus a “rational property”, he has to resort to the miracu- 
lous mechanism of a “vehiculum Dei” to account for the experience 
of the inner light of Christ.18 For Barclay, man’s part in worship con- 
sists therefore in removing all resistance to a divine incursion.” 

The Quakers were satisfied to keep to the direct teachings of the 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Scriptures, believing, as Penn wrote “that a curious enquiry into high 
and divine revelations and other speculative subjects, though true, tends 
little’ to godliness and less to peace.”*° Friends generally regarded the 
Scriptures as “the great record of Truth”, though they claimed that 
the inner light of Christ was necessary for its right understanding. 
Thomas Lawrence wrote in 1663: “Ifa man hath the Bible in his house, 
nay if he hath all the promises of Scripture drawn up in a catalogue, 
if he have not the same spirit that gave them forth to open and apply 
them, he is never the better for them all.’’?? The Yearly Meeting often 
recommended the reading of the Bible and in 1723 asked Quakers to 
“prevent the reading of books or papers that have any tendency to 
create the least doubt or question concerning the Truth of the Holy 
Scriptures.” In 1728 Quakers were warned against the “many per- 
nicious notions and principles which are at this time industriously 
dispersed’, and in’ the next year ““Deism, Atheism and all manner of 
infidelity” were denounced. 

It was the “common” or public preaching meeting rather than the 


silent meeting which was typical of Quaker ministry throughout our. 


period. The records throughout the country bear witness to the tire- 
less energy of men and women preachers without whose help the 


Society would have declined into insignificance. The Ministers both. 


men and women were from the first the most potent influence within 
the fellowship and their marked decline in spiritual power by the middle 
of the eighteenth century is an unmistakable index of the failure of 
the Society to fulfil the high hopes of the 1650's. 

The records of the Morning Meeting of Ministers date from only 


1673, though it is known that regular weekly meetings of these Public | 


Friends were held from 1670.28 The main concerns of the Morning 
Meeting were two; the censorship of books and the supervision of 
Ministers and especially their distribution to the London meetings. 
In May 1675 the Morning Meeting instituted the system by which the 
movement of preachers among the London meetings was reduced to 
some sort of order. As this constituted the first official “recording” 
of Ministers it may be well to quote the minute: “It is desired that all 
Friends in and about the city that have a public testimony for God or 
ministry do meet with the Brethren on every first-day and second-day 
morning when they, can; otherwise to send a note signifying what 
meetings they intend to be at on first-days.”** A rough estimate of 
the number of men recognized as “public Friends” at this time may 
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THE QUAKER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 


be formed from the list of those who attended the crucial Yearly 
Meeting of Ministers in 1675.25 Of the eighty-three who signed the 
Epistle some are unknown to us, of others a little is known, while the 
life and labours of some two dozen are known in considerable detail. 
Official recognition as a Minister in London, consisted in having one’s 
name entered in the book in which the clerk kept a record of “first- 
day’s meetings supplied”. The earliest volume now extant covers the 
period 1682-84. Although the Morning Meeting exercised a wide 
influence as the national executive committee mainly concerned with 
ministry, the power to disown a Minister properly lay with the delin- 
quent’s Monthly Meeting, a rule which was followed strictly only after 
1723 when the Yearly Meeting decided that “it does not belong to the 
Morning Meeting to disown any Minister or other person.’’6 

A country Quaker who wished to travel in the ministry beyond 
the limits of his Quarterly Meeting applied to his Monthly Meeting 
for permission to do so, and if approved, received a letter of intro-. 
duction to Friends in the district to which he felt drawn, which was 
in effect a certificate that his ministry was acceptable. Most Monthly 
Meetings kepta record of “Ministers’ Certificates given and received”’,?” 
though Devonshire Quarterly Meeting reported in 1720 that several 
travelling Friends had been found without certificates and that the 
county had been imposed on.?8 

Ministers were disowned from time to time but the number whose 
conduct called for this extreme step was small. In London, for example, 
one was disowned for an irregular marriage engagement in 1687, one 
for bankruptcy in the next year, one in 1692 for having forged a 
certificate, and another in 1693 for his “loose conversation”. A much 
greater trial to the Quakers were those unprofitable preachers who 
inflicted themselves on good-natured Friends rather than earn a liveli- 
hood by honest employment.”* In 1699 the Yearly Meeting decided 
that if admonition was ineffectual, both the Minister’s home meeting 
and the Morning Meeting were to be informed. A letter of warning 
would then be sent into every Quarterly Meeting. 

The passing of the Toleration Act set free a great flood of Quaker 
ministry which continued unabated for the next fifty years. The 
Ministérs usually travelled in pairs, though teams of half-a-dozen were 
not uncommon. They carried their certificates as passports and some- 
times an additional note from a member of the Morning Meeting to 
the effect that “it may be well that their horses be paid for.”*° The 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Monthly Meeting accounts for “horse-hire” provide a reasonably 
accurate estimate of the numbers of Quakers engaged in this service. 
In*one year, for example, a Bristol Meeting entertained forty-four 
prominent Ministers, seven of them Women, for a total of two hundred 
and fifty-six nights at a cost of £16 for stabling alone.3! The Quakers 
of the middle division of Warwickshire entertained forty-five Friends 
from twenty-four Quarterly Meetings in 1719 and their visits were - 
not confined to meetings in the larger towns.22 Local Friends’ acted 
as guides to the meetings in the neighbourhood and many a young 
Quaker’s introduction to the “service of Truth” came through deliver- 
ing a prominent minister safely among the Friends of the next meeting. 
So heavy did the expense of entertaining these Ministers become, 
especially to the poorer meetings which lay along the main roads, that 
it soon became necessary to accommodate them at an inn and pay 
the bills from the Monthly Meeting’s public stock.83 Sketch maps of 
these ministerial journeys still survive which show the devoted service 
of these men and women. In September 1730, for example, Henry 
and Elizabeth Bradford rode eighty-six miles to visit eleven meetings 
in eleven days.** Maps showing the meetings within riding distance 
and printed lists of first-day, week-day and Monthly Meetings were 
kept at convenient centres.®* 

John Kelsall, schoolmaster and factor to the Lloyds of Dolobran 
in Montgomeryshire, kept for eleven years “an account of what 
Friends have visited Dolobran Meeting, with a brief relation of their 
concerns.’ He gives the names of one hundred and seventy-four 
ministers, thirty-six of them women, and the names of their home 
meetings, and adds a note about the content of their sermons. When 
reporting the presence of a local Quaker of whom he disapproves his 
reactions were noted in Latin. Sometimes it was sufficient simply to 
state “R.D. isto die apud congressum nostrum erat”; when greater 
secrecy was called for he used the Greek alphabet. 

The report of one man of visitors to a remote Welsh meeting 
cannot be regarded as typical of the whole country, but his “brief 
relation” is long enough to give a fair idea of the effect of the itinerant 
ministry on the stay-at-homes. The visitors were aware that in address- 
ing a Welsh audience a little judicious flattery helped to make the 
message acceptable, for the Friends of Dolobran were assured from 
time to time that “God Almighty was yet giving a day of visitation 
to the stock of the Ancient Britons.” (1705). 
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Sketch map and monthly meeting guide used by Henry and Elizabeth 
Bradford during their ministerial vistts, 1730 
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THE QUAKER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 


The message most frequently given was a fervent and sometimes 
lengthy recommendation of silent worship. In 1704 an Irish friend 
“spoke much concerning the true silence, showing that the true 
worship of God only consisted therein.” In 1707 a Friend from 
Yorkshire urged them to “know the state of true silence,” and in 1709 
a priest who had been convinced at Dolobran the previous year “spoke 
much of silence, saying it was the only place where he found and 
experienced most the love and presence of God”. 

Great stress was laid on the avoidance of evil rather than an active 
pursuit of goodness. Friends were encouraged to “keep in the narrow 
way’ and were shown “the profit thereof and the danger of the con- 
trary” (1707). Fear was often on their lips, sometimes a wholesome 
numinous fear of the Almighty (1701) and sometimes a fear of con- 
tamination by the world (1704). The sermons were rhapsodical in 
style, though very occasionally a Friend delivered a well-constructed 
address to Kelsall’s satisfaction (1711). The preachers had little use 
for speculative theology and preferred rather to expose the “great 
hurt to Truth which comes of toiling and spinning out into arguments, 
discourses and reasonings’’(1707). 

Christian practice was their major preoccupation. “The conversion 
of people lay much therein”, Kelsall reported of Thomas Chalkley 
in 1709, who “pressed much to a holy life and a virtuous and pious 
conversation which should be a means to draw many to Christ”. 
The visitors always expressed deep concern for the welfare of the | 
young members of the meeting. This interest is confirmed by Quaker 
records everywhere, most notably by the Epistles of the Yearly Meeting, 
for in them a concern for youth is mentioned more often than any 
other topic. 

The preachers often held appointed meetings for the general public. 
In 1706 Kelsall went with a few others to Montgomery where “about 
6 p.m. in great simplicity and in deep travail of soul we sat down with 
some three or four more Friends, a pretty while in the meeting room 
alone; but in a while the room was nigh filled with people and many 
at the door.”” On one occasion a Welsh Friend, Ellis Lewis “had a 
concern to speak to a company of people that were playing and dancing 
in the street and had a brave opportunity, Friends standing round 
him and the people both attentive and civil” (1707). New meetings . 
were founded in the neighbourhood in 1705 and 1710. 

In 1736 an anonymous poet contributed to the London Magazine 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


some verses in which he described a dozen London Quaker Ministers. 
Of Susanna Padley he wrote: 


4 


She warns the sinner of impending woe 
And shows the terrors of the gulph below. 


Mary Wyatt is Beeaed to “the Cumaean Sybil in her cave” and one 


Scott is described as “great Dulness’ favourite son’. One Quaker 


alone is praised without reserve: 


Accomplished Gurney charms my ravished ear, 
His thoughts exalted and his language clear. 
No odd grimaces in his mien you'll see, 

But the whole man’s from affectation free.*? 


Until 1727 leadership among the Quakers was confined officially to 
the Ministers and public Friends, although from 1698 the supervision 
of conversation and of poor relief was in the hands of overseers 
appointed from the Men’s Meetings, though the Women’s Meetings, 
where they existed, continued to do the actual work.** By the turn of 
the century there are signs that the power of the ministry was failing 
and meetings were “much weakened by the death of their ancients.” 
In 1704 the Yearly Meeting advised that “care be taken to countenance 
and encourage such young men and women that are of sober conversa- 
tion, that they may through waiting upon God and the tender counsel 
and advice of Friends be fitted to succeed those that are ancient when 
they are removed.”%® In the course of the next few years a new type 


of leader emerged. These “elders’’ were chosen by. the Monthly | 


Meetings “to accompany Friends at their Ministers’ meetings’ 
and their function was to foster the spiritual life of the meetings, 
especially where the Ministers were young and inexperienced. Minis- 
ters and elders met twice a year at select meetings from which other 
Quakers were excluded. The meetings were marked by considerable 
freedom of speech but as none were meetings of record during our 
period there is no direct evidence of the specific problems’ with which 
they were confronted, or of the methods by which they sought to 
solve them. 

When the Norwich Select Meeting began its records in 1746 the 
function of the meeting was said to be “to give a true account of the 
state of their several meetings both with respect to the Ministers and 
members.”” The problems these Select Meetings faced were negatively 
the failure of “the supply of public Friends rightly qualified for the 
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THE QUAKER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 


service‘! and positively the prevalence of “indecent postures and 
gestures, unintelligible tones and sounds, misquotations and mis- 
applications of Scripture, which render such a ministry contemptible.” 

The Quakers had lost sight of the original conception of a Meeting 
for Worship as a fellowship of men and women in whom the inner 
light of Christ was at work “renewing them again into the image of 
God”. They thought of meetings as divided into Ministers, elders 
and members and tried to remedy the weakness of Ministers by placing 
them under the supervision of elders. The expedient did not answer ° 
and within forty years was seen to be failing of its purpose. John Fry 
of Sutton Benger, who had been clerk to the Yearly Meeting, wrote in 
1765 of the Morning Meeting of Ministers that “alas, since elders have 
been added as members of that meeting to assist, the end hath not 
been fully answered, perhaps from their being inexperienced in the 
various exercises and conflicts which young Ministers pass through 
in their first engaging in that solemn work and therefore not capable 
of sympathizing with them.’® 

The appointment of elders indeed aggravated the problem, for 
meetings were now divided into three groups and no one.knew enough 
about the beginnings of Quakerism to realise that such a division was 
a betrayal of the high promise of Commonwealth days. In exhorting 
Ministers to observe “a decent and modest behaviour”, in warning 
hearers against censuring Ministers and in asking elders to see that 
Ministers did not meddle as busy-bodies in family or personal affairs, — 
the Yearly Meeting of 1731 revealed quite unwittingly how far they 
had moved from the warm fellow feeling of 1660 when, at the first 
Yearly Meeting, the message was: “Everyone to the ministry. your- 
selves.’’44 

The evolution of the Quaker Meeting from a fellowship of equals 
to a gathering of members who listened to Ministers may be traced 
in van Heemskerck’s contemporary paintings of seventeenth century 
Quaker Meetings. In the earliest the worshippers sit or stand round 
the woman preacher quite informally: in a later mezzotint of a meeting 
of the 1680’s the Ministers’ “gallery” is plainly discernible.” 

The change from the informality of the earliest gatherings to the 
formal arrangement of the later meetings is reflected in the building 
of meeting-houses, which rapidly took the place of private “mansion- 
houses” after the Toleration Act. Quaker Meetings for worship were 
first held in private houses, a practice which continued in some. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


districts until the end of the century.4® There is abundant evidence 
in logal records to show the inconvenience of using private houses 
for meetings for worship. The householder might dislike being 
“presented at the Sessions” for housing a conventicle,!? a widow 
might let the meeting room between nieetings for purposes not approved 
of by the local Quakers,‘* or the owner might suddenly require the 
room himself.#® The. Quakers therefore set,about building meeting- 
houses. They were, however, handicapped by the second Conventicle 
Act under which meeting-houses were liable to be pulled down. 
Gilbert Latey, who was trustee of Wheeler Street Meeting-House in 
London in 1671 prevented the Governor of the Tower from destroying 
the. building by putting in a Quaker as tenant under a lease. His 
device was followed wherever a similar danger threatened. When 
Richard Heritage of Warwick was indicted as trustee for the newly- 
built Quaker Meeting-House in 1684 the local Friends put a tenant 
into the house, added four acres of land and let the whole property 


for an economic rent. The tenant was usually caretaker of the meeting- 


house, prepared the rooms for the public, retired and Monthly 
Meetings, and often accommodated visiting public Friends.™ 

London Friends had for some time used Devonshire House, 
Bishopsgate, for meetings and business; in 1678 the old house was pulled 
down and rebuilt at a cost of £630 as the headquarters of the Society. 
It remained in continuous use for 250 years. In the same year men and 
women Quakers in all London meetings were advised to sit on oppo- 
_ site sides of the meeting-house. The ruling was necessary because 
“a great inconveniency attends in young men crowding upon the 
women under the gallery”.*! The Ministers’ gallery, the long raised 
platform at the front of the meeting on which the public Friends sat, 
came into fashion in the later 1670’s at the time when Meeting-houses 
were being built. In 1674 Kingston Friends ordered “the making of a 
convenient place for Friends to stand on to minister.”™ 

By the Toleration Act of 1689 all Quaker meetings had to be 
registered at Quarter Sessions. As the registration was in fact faith- 
fully carried out, a search of the Quarter Sessions records would 
provide material for an accurate estimate of the number of Quaker 
meetings at the beginning of the eighteenth century.** A rough 
estimate of the strength of the Society may be deduced from the 
following official figures. In 1692 there were one hundred and fifty- 
one Monthly Meetings in the country and each would include at least 
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THE QUAKER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 


four meetings making a total of some six hundred and four for the 
country. [That this figure is roughly correct is borne out by the num- 
ber of copies of the Yearly Meeting Epistle handed to county deputies 
in 1703 for distribution. If one copy is subtracted for the Quarterly 
Meeting records and three, a fair average, for the Monthly Meetings 
in each county, six hundred and fourteen remain for the Particular 
Meetings. | ; 

In 1693 the Yearly Meeting recommended that “‘a catalogue of the 
several Monthly Meetings for worship and first-day and week-day 
meetings for worship and how they fall and the times and places when 
and where and the distances of miles” should be drawn up for each 
Quarterly Meeting and copies kept at the houses where public Friends 
lodged.5 The Warwickshire catalogue of 1720 is typical of these 
county catalogues. The meeting-houses in each of the three divisions 
of the county are set out as suggested in the Yearly Meeting Minutes 
and notes of six meetings for worship held in private houses in other | 
towns and villages are added. In the towns, Warwick, Coventry and 
Birmingham two meetings were held every Sunday, but in the country 
one only was the rule. 

In the course of ninety years a change had come over Quaker 
meetings for worship which was reflected in the formal arrangement 
of the meeting-house. The homely groups of seekers meeting in 
private houses were succeeded by rows of Friends facing the Ministers 
and elders in the gallery; even the informal mixing of men and women 
was ended by the erection of a wooden division which kept them to 
their respective sides of the meeting-house. And the message which 
reached the Friends in the body of the meeting frequently extolled 
the virtues of silence. 

Several factors contributed to the marked decline of spiritual power 
in Quaker meetings after the Restoration. The “threshing meetings” 
of Commonwealth days had swept into the Quaker fellowship great 
numbers of people who were attracted by the Quaker “gospel” rather 
than by the practice of silent worship. When the centre of gravity of 
the society shifted from the rural north to the urban south the Quaker 
meetings became public preaching meetings and lost their original 
“retired” character. By the middle sixteen hundred and sixties large 
numbers of “unseasoned”’ people had been gathered, but all the active 
national leaders, with the exception of Fox and Whitehead, had been 
killed by plague or the rigours of imprisonment. The remaining 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


leaders attempted to meet this emergency by exercising authority 
through regional meetings which would, where necessary, discipline 
particular meetings and individual members. This hierarchical system, 
which was the negation of the equal fellowship in which the Quaker 
fellowship took its rise, roused into violent opposition considerable 
areas of the country under the leadership of John Story and John 
Wilkinson. This controversy seriously weakened the ministry, for in 
challenging the excessive authority claimed by Barclay on behalf of 
Public Friends, the “separatists” succeeded in discouraging strong 
leadership.®> The ministry was weakened, too, by that fear of specu- 
lative theology, reinforced paradoxically enough by Barclay’s theoris- 
ing about the inner light of Christ, which inhibited the use of reason as 
a check to the vagaries of immediate inspiration. By the end of our 
period, the Society had lost the fervent love which had inspired the 
great missionary campaigns of Commonwealth days. No concerted 
attempt was made either to foster the qualities essential to a powerful 
ministry or to solve the central problem of ministerial succession. 
The institution of “elders” was soon seen to be a failure. 


NOTES 
1G, Fox, Epistles (1698), p. 271. 

2 A.R, Barclay, Letters of Early Friends (1841), p. 27. 

3 Fox, Epistles (1698), p. 104. 

4 See William Britten, Silent Meeting a Wonder to the World, 1660. 

5 Tbid., p. 3. 

6 [bid., p. 9. 

7 Tbid... p. 13; 

_® MS. Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 33. 

® Bristol Men’s Meeting, Minutes, Vol. I, p. 72. ° 

10 cf. George Fox’s account of a Presbyterian meeting: “then they met in Leominster 
privately and the bailiff came in and took them; but they had provided bread and cheese 
and drink, that if the officers came there they would put up their bibles and fall upon 
their cold meat”, Cambridge Journal (1911), Vol. Il, p. 117. 

11 See Morning Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, p. 97. 

12 Six Weeks’ Meeting Minutes, Vol. II, eighth month, 1688, 

13 Tbid., Vol. Il, first month, 1692. 

14 MS. Minutes of Yearly Meeting, Vol. IV, p. 191. 

18 MS, Christian and Brotherly Advices, p. 120. 

16 Tbid., p. 176. 

17 See Richard Claridge, Mercy Covering the Judgment Seat (1700), p. 18. 

18 See R. Barclay, 4n Apology, etc., in Works (1692), p. 3353 for a valuable study of 
George Fox’s use of the term see R. H. King, George Fox and the Light Within, 1650-60 
(1940). : 

of The list of Quaker Fellows of the Royal Society, seven during our period, is proof 
that Friénds did not disapprove of knowledge as such, but there can be no doubt that, 
in the sphere of worship, learning came increasingly to be regarded as a hindrance to the 
operation of the Holy Spirit. The following were Fellows of the Royal Society: 

Richard Lower, M.D., 1667. 
William Penn, 1681 (see W. I. Hull, William Penn (1937), P. 317)» 
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THE QUAKER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 
Richard Mead, M.D., 1703. 


Fettiplace Bellers, a lawyer, 1711. 
aah Bellers, 1718. 
ylvanus Bevan, 1725. 
Thomas Birch, D.D., 1734, who left the Society. 

*0 See W. Penn, 4 Key Opening the Way to Every Common Understanding (1699), p. 15. 

*1 William Penn, An Address to Protestants (1679), p. 63. 

22 See Concerning Marriage (1663). 

#8 See Cambridge Journal (1911), Vol. IL, p. 155. 

*4 Morning Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, 17. iii. 1675. 

5 See Chapter ii. : 

6 Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. VI, p. 172. 

27 See e.g. Bristol MS., 140. 

28 MS. Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. V, p. 416. A warning against cheats and impostors 
was included in the Epistle that year. (See Epistles (1858), Vol. I, p. 156). 

2° Christian and Brotherly Advices, p. 168. . : 

80 See Bevan-Naish MS., Vol. II, fol. 12. 

31 See Bristol MS. 133, Accounts for 1706-7. 

32 See Rough Minute Book of Middle Monthly Meeting. of Warwickshire, 1718-25, 
in the Bevan-Naish Collection. 

33 See Windsor Monthly Meeting Minutes, 28. ix. 1706. 

34 See Bevan-Naish Manuscript 3,003. 

36 See Samuel Bradford’s Scale Map of the Meetings for Worship within Twenty Miles 
of Sutton Benger, in Bevan-Naish MS. 3003, reproduced here. 

36 MS. in Friends’ Reference Library. 

37 See Journal of Friends’ Historical Society, Vol. V, pp. 47-50. 

38 See Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. II, p. 224, and Christian and Brotherly Advices, 
p. 52. cf. Minute of Warwickshire Quarterly Meeting, 19. iv. 1706, directing subordinate 
meetings “to make choice of two honest Friends as overseers to ask lovingly the Friends 
that come to their meetings how they live and behave themselves.” 

3° Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. III, p. 128. 

40 See e.g. Warwickshire Quarterly Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, p. 108. . 

41 Report of Bristol Two Weeks’ Meeting to Yearly Meeting in Minutes, Vol. VI, 

. 192. 

42 Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. VI, p. 551. 

43 See R. Barclay, The Inner Life of the Religious Societies of the Commonwealth (1876), 

» 532-3. 

ris See Epistles, 1858, Vol. I, p. xxxv. 

45 See the admirable article by F. Saxl in Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes 
(1943), pp. 214-16. The author thinks Heemskerck made sketches from life, so that we 
have “genuine if anonymous portraits of that generation of men and women.” 

See also the illustrated account of Quaker Meeting Houses by H. Lidbetter in The. 
Architectural Review, April, 1946. 

46 For example, when the Friends of Brighouse Monthly Meeting registered their places 
of worship in 1689 the Justices recorded the private houses of seventeen Quakers and 
not one meeting-house. See O. Heywood, Nonconformist Register (1881), p. 114, 145. 

47 Upper-side of Buckinghamshire Monthly Meeting Minutes, 11th mo. 1685. 

48 Tbid., 12th month 1670, 

49 Thid., 6th month 1686. 

50 e.g, Norwich Men’s Meeting, 1692. 

51 See Six Weeks’ Meeting, Minutes, Vol. I, p. 78. 

52 See Beck and Ball, London Friends’ Meetings, p. 313. By 1681 Mary Defraunce 
could write in her letter to the Monthly Meeting accusing Thomas Murford, a Minister, 
of unbecoming behaviour. “TI tell’d him I had little to say to him but to desire him to 
keep off the gallery.” (See Norwich Men’s Meeting, p. 3, 1681.) 

58 See, for example, Buckinghamshire Quarter Sessions Records, Vol. II, p. 309, and 
Calendar of Middlesex Sessions Books, 1689-1709. 

54 Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, p. 340. 

55 of, W. C. Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), P- 494. 


133 


ar 


i oan uM a be nasil mperedT 


:  Gaeee A amen mM nel dobw 104 saz 
bre A a do ithe 


ae 

eo ih Ab ite: 

F COCO! ait aS anes ody A ote co ay 
tog) psi wane 

444 3 ¥ co wf An 

y F Ned a lov a: 


" f 4 ae i: tat } p 5 . 
Mok au coah 
Dephenetin bemes °, 


tre MTS omnetaw A ky, Mt af ev Rotel ‘povinaad y % 
“A f r ae = * 
AGE ; 


PaloW C0 eat) echicia’ 2a) wrapy aes sida’ arly ab by r " ; 
BES oy esobirig ys yrebovll bow centtads Pe "5, 
Jot TE det? 2h deln-trvod soe se 
R-BOCE peak a ENHOOO. TEE vd 2M lore woe yl — 
te Sik NMDA be wabioabs vittiobé ths 


bite Yes Tok omenihé dese 9g ee iy 
OntHOD Acix-axrall sits of 


OOCy Fh Ae espe xs Baly 


ahs} 1 haba ohh webs W ond te ; oH 
COE 36) Bratt! M Sint voel won of 
tM vitae Tt nintii qitewo WF 16d Britaté arte For eM len’ ete 


tater letrie? yoe 


‘-nevoll si 29) ja RONu? Yo ; 

¥ andl 1s sortorsty A erat; . sf au | * 

HED ay. y a, vind. Sasa Yhaat ‘at sarsdie ol, poet } 

é oth A, « Avectio bang Caisse? bree met AL Jo¥ arure Mf yeti ard ge non oe > 
sarhrodtey 3 Ards Bort i .e% SpatiM VAosteyt) resteatalrss W }o stuart 4 

abe 237% oni husarys sb 21betO es ebesiy it taoaiorl wr by saborts oaeriy or” Pie nee, 

> ‘ebmrtts fy 9V 


2 ovedod. has wivlf at tt woul ayatiosen tisk or wines rack 


i ed iy Mer we, TH .La¥ he wucitd whiten yy iy 
: ‘— Years Reis os, nethatnass 6) srishkdoiveruc’ WW ps age 
1 ght “dee W owl iy marth es noqsf » 


wel beayak i: m Kime 2M de 


de 


7 : F oe te eg i . 
a ae “ . 
poo chk. ae : - 


Ve ey ee oe 


i : 
EY toV¥ — td Baltestd yties if? a 
APE) Alone MMT. wha te anche? sig okt to 6 AL ved 5 eadore8 . M: m ae us : 
ie q 
VIER ig de: ¥ Seba ys cin ee 2 
earn (ven hae whedon iS si ais to liane’. ri bee A (0 oboirse shank bw sit} agit 


wo te Oe jolt aed navkoraia Haan 


Sato ba rate Yo sisies 
LY ai rinedoid . if vd's seh) r 


Ss wig k aattaivbe wis, 


4 


flies of T ye, “pie iy eee) 
Th to epimartog y wasconeryeriaenn 9 h ontinceng” swert 
vie sede Yo hashes 0 bate ot hate wid 

iy t ing JA ceeainsh Verueranrldset. 
ep ig vind biannasip.iy youve 


bolt ¢ 2 aoM suntan to sf aha : adh yh et sSlegeticxes yh oF 
% evsdaad - todIeI Woe Ye erie Navies ots bstrogs, | Ln 


! wsimoul, ocld @8Ba mi ois Wave lo . 
“et wil 4 ALBSr> vreSAL Tre eA ioormyadt 


sod s2esent-ipeaktonen MW Teo 
sy * 884 Date gp rue srinalh yithanM vic hausils wll Yoo Mala~aoqq id 


; _ tte. separ Hort biel af 
* . so) Lk Oe stinont s bre, ye “ 
‘ GOs Brine ons odwes: a ¥ 
sd oe lo won ural Hie “toe W xi? mee n : 
vottentoGh abt reo) ¢G pay & ayer * ral nhned Lett thay Boalt 252 & 
WARE wrdiouM YietocR atts 23 ieral vail a wii bimy 
the at atid Gest | wird ts thos T”* wsucorattaed ; 
~ wel 
~ 


Pe 


a 


on soil walavb it boat’ tmtinl in 


worl’ “remake, Votvew) rite medgrtln® 


mi singe re wweltan® sey 
J an dle resell os 
oe y teen) mime nag) My sea | hing: ad wT, nie wealaticsR > 
: Re, Pan . 
i 5 J ; 1 ake a 
| a eee, 


CHAPTER TEN 
THE QUAKER YEARLY MEETING 


CB Quakers shared with the continental Anabaptists, the French, 
Scottish and English Presbyterians and the General Baptists the 
practice of convening general meetings of the Church to superintend 
the welfare of particular congregations. The first gathering of repre- 
sentative Quakers from the whole of England met at Skipton in 1660, 
though a dozen regional General Meetings were held before that date,” 
and from 1668 onwards the Yearly Meeting met in London without 
a break, controlling Church government and discipline on a nation- 
wide scale. It was through the moulding power of these meetings that 
“the people of God in scorn called Quakers” became “members of 
the Society of Friends.’’ 

Representatives to the Yearly Meeting were chosen at the county 
Quarterly Meetings immediately preceding Whitsun week. These 
Quarterly Meetings were regular gatherings of one or two “substan- 
tial Friends that can give a testimony of your sufferings”, appointed 
by each particular meeting. They were an important link in the chain 


which bound particular meetings to the weekly Meeting for Sufferings 


in London. They kept them informed of any Quakers in need of 
legal help and remitted the county contribution to the Meeting of 
Twelve who kept the national stock. 

The representatives or “deputies” to the Yearly Meeting were a 
capable body of men who met in London a hundred strong in Whitsun 
week every year. The procedure at the Yearly Meeting, which soon 
settled into a serviceable routine, began with the choosing of a pre- 
siding clerk who was assisted by the scribe or recording clerk as he 
would be called nowadays.® The first business was the calling over of 
the representatives. The counties sent between two and four each, 
except Yorkshire which sent eight and London twelve. As his name 
was called the leading deputy for each county gave an account of the 
“sufferings” in his Quarterly Meeting. Before 1688 he reported the 
numbers of Quaker prisoners and the names of those who had died in 
prison; after that date the “sufferings” reported were mainly in terms 
of goods distrained for tithe and Church rates, usually between four 

134 


ie oe a 


POA ee > 


tf. 
a oe 
./ 
q ie 
i 44 
‘ ; 
e 
‘ a4 
ty 
‘ 
4 
ia. 
i. 
Be 

‘ 
‘ge 
i 8 


ty: semdiersene’”. occtanedt “eesinl® tealhen deedenie at SA ‘ale a 
- a: STS MMI9G 86a rf Oehiga TOD i bara 70) poo ovis’ 


GAO sit ib treo sry 


et 
a 


epee ne eliatned lana er 

_ i ‘eres ath ber annbeoiy , : ' 
178 ot ow oh @) ont ‘to ares sun ye Hy tinevenge to : vid] 
OUTS? * ) arhet wewt ot” “arolmegenanoom lenis ney 10 milan oft 


Poesy oh 1 wile: TE JORI DRE bank 3 te stoudw aul got bipaf4 
t eis, ty rel ia oachadl | blotl oir ayant! 1M Nevo banoiy 2 
ik. aati din Ve sey vores cm 153 i wilt eid Shh ae 7% agit bite achined R307 mot Bon 


noite « o onilgivalls bets women: prem aon D gailicr 09 dis & 
jusly oqatitdae 3 why tos WO Yribiuoss oti we etl? 2ew st sleoe obiw 


gre * 
, ae Ly? itt to yi oe 4 arg 


I vitno¥ ete UO? en 


’ seb icy can ge ven oF a4 TeRAL es “E o nitesh M + ; ah . 
ie ott eau mien Y PRS It SIT RSH yi YOTIG3! Y -' he - " 
“I retin” Ow 26. 90 16 sRaroiing waleryon vow mueM yl) 88 |e F 
hortioggé ,“wgainstivs wey de wom het & ovig me duds ebaoin'T tei “~ # 
: ae ee ’ * . 
nies ot at Anil warrogqei ne « aTer 7 aT Jgnigeom we hearse reba . oe 
— *% rr 7 to = m is * A pe n¢ 
aushatine 107 al Lowe VIASaW % 1 O45 aynriisoei SILO! a byrne risethvr - So yj 
Aa: 4 , c~, : t Pe * ~. ~\ Maa 
bo been wi erooteit vag to horrrcini mod sir Yok ebood ai } iy. 
te t ‘ d coe 
1 we rth aght sli Od meeting 1K 4 TG KM. oft havsistes bag qisd lagoi er ‘ oy 
- ¥ * 
: ey “ie 
Jooedeaoter » 1) $y De t ache aviewl a etcs | 
> doe Written bh udecca ¥ fh, ee. Pie be edeaeet ee eae ii a) al - 
BIS Qiuisor Crass De Gi situqab 0 SIV URNTSEDIGS1 wl ee ene ; 
ors ' a | ; 7 7 r “ =T oP er - : a 
— ¥ rt ynotie bear & ¢ _— fh Jem ofw nom if 7 cm An) 
f { é . t i POA 4 4 We ; ™ nt bo vbod moe . Be " 
roo doindw syniseeM yliso ¥ oaks aus ubopaiq olT ney yrs aoow — aay) 
. Pa, eee a ee a ae ie. a 
wig a Yo Bilao: 1) OO GW TRS Orit sidessivase 6. o1at Hots2e ese 
4 ¢ 4 4 — ’ ft io an 
a ah Arsh yaibaeos: 2 owe ott yd bureiaes eevr ost Aisle gatbie | i S) 
lo wro gailles orl aow be mritud ser of T 4 ery (abewon bella ad bluow oh Sut tes 


does mic bas ow! meswied ive eoisiues oT 2oviimeagen outs 
omen til cA eviews aobnad brs shgie ase: er nitletioY » 1q3e9 
oh To nvosse ns sag yrs Hows wl yiugeb 2 gnibéal act et 
sch heroqe: of 880) vobol guise ybormuD ald ab “ Pa a 
m boi bott ore oeorh to eornen ach bas sacs a rade to | erodinun 
wrnot at yloian naw bora “agningiiva” ona onl sede othe qoorig 
wot aoseied yihecseny oust dora) loin sella xt Bacar cbowy Yo 


Bo ea ost Fs 


A : 
Se 


. 
. 
# 


LP ire Casall rar ana 
- rem 


—— 
Fm EN 


THE QUAKER YEARLY MEETING 


thousand and five thousand pounds worth annually for the country.® 

By the end of the first day the representatives had listened to the 
voices of deputies from every county in England and from north and 
south Wales. Before the meeting adjourned that day a small committee. 
was appointed to meet at six o’ clock next morning to begin to audit 
the accounts of the national stock.? Next day the first business was 
the appointment of committees to consider any appeals in disputes 
between Quarterly Meetings; only in rare cases was it necessary to 
burden the meeting with these wrangles, for through the good offices 
of the committee the contentious Quarterly Meetings were usually 
persuaded to settle the differences amicably. While the auditors were 
checking the accounts, county representatives brought up for decision 
problems which had arisen during the year; for example, in 1712 the 
Friends of Cumberland, Lancashire and Westmorland, who had been 
fined nearly £40 under the recent Leather Act,® because they could 
not certify their customs entries on oath, asked whether they might 
include this new impost in their annual sufferings; the meeting con- 
cluded that they should. Half-way through the third day the Chair- 
man of the Auditing Committee gave his report on the state of the 
national stock and when necessary recommended a collection through- 
out the nation. 

When this routine business had been faithfully dealt with, and in 
those days it needed three days, the meeting turned to new business 
brought forward by the Meeting for Sufferings. The discussion of a 
single topic occasionally continued for a week and if necessary was | 
taken up year after year until the scruples of the most conscientious 
minority were finally satisfied. Some relief was then afforded by the 
reading of the Epistles from abroad. That from Dublin Half Year’s 
Meeting was received with a certain respect; it was sure to remind 
English Quakers very tenderly of the importance of maintaining the 
highest standard of conscientious citizenship. Those from Friends 
travelling in the Ministry in America were often entered in the Minutes, 
especially those "of Thomas Chalkley, who used to report the success 
of his meetings “among the Two Nations of the Indians”. A full day 
at least was given to hearing from the deputies a review of “Truth’s 
prosperity” in their counties through their answers to the queries. 
The Quakers’ scrupulous regard for truth invests these annual surveys 


with a sharp objectivity. 
The last day’s business consisted of two items, the first of which 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


was the checking of the Correspondents Book. Each county had a 


local, correspondent matched with a Friend, usually a fellow country- 


man, in London. As all correspondence between a Quarterly Meeting 


and the Meeting for Sufferings, apart from official circular letters, was 
carried on by these men, whose ‘unselfish help alone made possible 

_ the transaction of so great a volume of business, the efficiency of the 
whole organization depended on keeping the lists of their names and 
addresses up-to-date. The final business was the reading of the draft 
of the Epistle which would take into every meeting in the country an 
official account of the business transacted. This letter was drawn up 
on the instructions of the Yearly Meeting by a small committee and 
from twelve hundred to fifteen hundred copies were printed for meet- 
ings at home and abroad. After a prolonged meeting for worship 
which lasted the whole of the next morning, the Yearly Meeting stood 
adjourned for another twelve months, leaving the weekly Meeting 
for Sufferings to act as its executive committee in the meantime. 

The Yearly Meeting was the final court of appeal for anyone with 
a serious grievance; it was the growing point at which the concern of 
a small group might become the corporate witness of the Society and. 
_it was the guardian of the Quaker discipline. These three functions 
are illustrated respectively by George Keith’s appeal in 1694, by the 
long agitation over the Affirmation which ended in 1722 and by the 
preparation and distribution of the manuscript Christian and Brotherly 
Advices, the Book of Discipline, in 1738. A brief review of the three 
topics will give a fair picture of the temper and interests of the Quaker 
Yearly Meeting during the fifty years after the visible presence of its 
founder was removed. 

George Keith, ‘‘a student of Philosophy and Divinity, a good 
Mathematician and afterwards a Chaplain in a certain Noble Family”,® 
became a Quaker in Scotland about the year 1662. London Friends 
appreciated his deep and weighty learning “‘yet his Scotch tone and 
manner of delivery was not so taking to the multitide”.1° His scholastic 
training and keen mind contrasted sharply with the somewhat nebulous 
and emotional openings of some of his fellow Quakers and in 1675 he 
embarked on speculations about “the external person of our Saviour” 
which opened an unbridgeable chasm between him and the rest of the 
Society.1 In 1689 he went to Pennsylvania to take charge of the 
Quaker School in Philadelphia and was soon at cross purposes with 
the leading colonists. He believed, probably quite rightly, that the 
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THE QUAKER YEARLY MEETING 


Quakers there emphasized the experience of the inner light of Christ 
at the expense of belief in the historical Jesus and he felt it his duty 
to redress the balance by preaching “the fulness of Christ without us”, 
in contrast to “the measure of the gift of Christ within us”? Un- 
fortunately he monopolized the meetings for worship with his minis- 
try’ and denounced those who disagreed with him as “silly souls, 
fools and sots, ignorant heathens and infidels.” He vented his bad 
temper on Thomas Lloyd, the Deputy Governor, who foolishly took 
proceedings against him in court for slandering the Government, 

To this sharp disagreement over doctrine was added Keith’s keen 
sense of injured pride at the rejection of his proposed discipline which 
may be summed up briefly as follows.'4 Keith wished to see a much 
sharper outward distinction between Friends and the World. He 
wanted everyone who joined the Quakers to make an open declaration 
of faith before admission to membership. Those unready of utterance 
might reply yea or nay to a catechism “concerning the most common 
and necessary principles of doctrine received generally by Friends.” 
Young people of Quaker families should, he thought, apply for mem- 
bership and make a declaration of faith instead of relying on birth- 
right membership. Marriage he would allow only between two people 
who had made the declaration of faith. In order to bring home to 
individuals a sense of personal responsibility for membership Keith 
recommended that every Quaker should sign a roll kept by the Month- 
ly Meeting. He hoped that the Men’s and Women’s Meetings would 
become meetings of all the members of the Monthly Meeting rather 
than of selected representatives and that absentees would be reproved. — 
He proposed that elders should be nominated to supervise young 
ministers especially, and that deacons should be appointed to look after 
the poor. He suggested finally that all decisions of meetings for 
discipline should be regarded as infallibly determined by the Holy 
Spirit. Keith saw clearly the weaknesses which threatened the life of 
the Society and was impatient of the colonial Quakers who ignored 
his warnings, but, instead of submitting his proposed discipline to the 
competent authority of London Yearly Meeting, he embarked on a 
campaign of abuse and when he did not get his own way established 
a separatists’ congregation in Philadelphia.'® 

He sailed for England and in May 1694 attended the Sik Weeks’ 
Meeting in London... He complained, so the Minute runs, “that there 
is a straight upon some Friends about receiving his testimony and’ 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


that if there be found matter of condemnation in him he is willing to 
submit.”!” As the dispute involved American Quakers and as the 
Yearly Meeting was due to meet at the end of the month it was decided 
to refer the matter to the Yearly Meeting; meanwhile the Morning 
Meeting asked Keith and Jennings, the representative of the Friends 
in Philadelphia, to have their papers ready for that meeting. It is clear 
from the Minutes that the Morning Meeting was determined not to 
take sides in the dispute and was anxious that Keith should have a 
fair hearing.1® The Yearly Meeting began the hearing on May 30th 
when the difference between Keith and others “was raised in the Epistle 
from Pennsylvania.” Its considered advice to Keith and Jennings was 
delivered on June 11th, the whole of the intervening days having been 
given up to listening to the evidence. 

Keith submitted a lengthy paper at the first session and asked those 
Friends who objected to his action in broadcasting printed accounts 
of the dispute and in starting a separate meeting in America to come 
forward in public. The Yearly Meeting decided to suspend judgment 
until extracts from Keith’s books and all relevant epistles and minutes 
had been read in the meeting. The clerk started reading on June 2nd 
and for two sessions a day for five days the reading continued. At 
seven o’clock in the morning on June 8th the representatives of each 
Quarterly Meeting began to give their judgment. The publication of 
the books was condemned unanimously, though Clement Plumstead 
felt that the doctrinal absurdities of some American Quakers were the 
occasion of all the trouble and William Meade felt that Keith had been 
unjustly treated by Pennsylvania Quakers, both in their Meetings for 
Discipline and in their magistrates’ courts. “Oppression’’, he said, 
“hath made a wise man mad”. William Penn made the point that the 
effect of Keith’s preaching was to induce people outside the Society 


to believe falsely that Quakers undervalued the sufferings of Christ - 


and that much as he personally hoped that Keith would be won back 
into the fellowship it was but fair to American Friends to censure him 
for the harm he had done among them. This provoked William Meade 
to say that he hoped the meeting would not judge “from a multitude 
of fine words”. George Whitehead, the presiding clerk, feeling no 
doubt that personal animosity was warping the discussion, intervened 
to “intreat that there may appear nothing as a jar in the meeting.” 
Keith’s establishment of a separate meeting was next discussed and, 
with the single exception of William Meade who felt “that it lay partly 
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THE QUAKER YEARLY MEETING 


on Thomas Lloyd’s part”, the Yearly Meeting considered Keith blame- 
worthy. On the ninth day he asked to be heard, probably hoping to 
make a final appeal and when his request was granted his truculent 
attitude did nothing to help’ his case. A strong committee of twelve 
was appointed to draw up the sense of the meeting. Their findings 
were read over carefully and approved by the Yearly Meeting during 
the afternoon of June oth and read over to Keith and Jennings on the 
following Monday morning. : 

The advice drawn up credits Keith with a genuine desire for recon- 
ciliation and allows as a partial excuse “the erroneous doctrines, un- 
sound expressions and want of wisdom” of a few Pennsylvanian 
colonists but it condemns him for broadcasting circumstantial accounts 
of internal differences far beyond the Society. He is asked to recall 
his books and to use his utmost endeavours to heal the breach which 
he has opened. Thomas Lloyd and his fellow magistrates are reproved 
for permitting themselves to be provoked into taking action at law. 
The meeting reaffirmed the belief of Friends in the “ validity of Christ’s 
sufferings, Blood, Resurrection, Ascension and Glory in the Heavens 
according as they are set forth in the Scriptures” and recommended 
that any Quakers denying the “heavenly Man Christ be diligently 
instructed and admonished.” Keith was advised to avoid “‘all public 
and apparent reflections upon ministering Friends and to watch against 
such passionate behaviour as there appeared divers times in this 
meeting”. The Yearly Meeting had listened with admirable patience 
for nearly a fortnight and produced a fair judgment, no mean achieve- 
ment for a meeting which included William Penn and William Meade 
who were separated by intense political differences. 

It might have been better to have faced the fact that as John Banks 
of Cumberland said in the Yearly Meeting, “George Keith has been at 
some distance from Friends for some time” and to have recognized 
that he was unfitted both temperamentally and by training to co- 
operate with less belligerent and less scholastically-minded ministers. 
In the autumn of 1695, with a few discontented spirits, Keith estab- 
lished a separatist Meeting, of Christian Quakers in London, In Feb- 
ruary 1695 he caused a painful scene at Ratcliffe Meeting in the course 
of which William Penn was provoked to denounce him as an apostate. 
At the Morning Meeting immediately preceding the Yearly Meeting in 
May it was agreed that as he had slighted and opposed the advice of 
the previous Yearly Meeting’ his activity should be considered by 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


the representatives of the whole country next day. At Keith’s request 
his paper of eleven queries was read over and a long day was given up 
to discussing how best to deal with him. 

Keith appeared next afternoon to hear George Whitehead deliver 


the sense of the Meeting ‘“‘that Friends are more dissatisfied with thee 


than they were”. In Keith’s presence Whitehead put to the meeting 
several times the question “are there any here that are dissatisfied with 
the last Meeting’s advice?” The clerk recorded that “after several 
times of waiting for their answer none appeared to show dislike to it 
and Keith brake forth into great disorder and very unseemly behaviour, 
uttering many bitter and unsavoury expressions and in a very angry 
manner rose up and departed, before the further sense and judgment 
of the meeting could be given him’’.° Next day the representatives of 
each county severally disowned him until “by a public and hearty 
acknowledgment of the great offence he has given and the hurt. he 
hath done he gives proof of his unfeigned repentence.”” From 1698 
onwards Keith was officially employed by the S.P.C.K. for the con- 
version of Quakers “in order to redeem that misguided people to the 
knowledge and_ belief of Christ.”#4_ The incident may serve as an 
example of the consideration shown by the Yearly Meeting, in its 
capacity as a court of appeal, to an erring individual who suffered from 
a sense of grievance. 

The Quaker method of dealing with a genuine concern maintained 
by a persistent minority is illustrated by the Affirmation controversy 
which lasted for a generation, By their refusal to take an oath Quakers 
were prevented from suing for debts, from conforming to the regula- 
tions for customs and excise and from giving evidence in courts of 
law and from defending their titles to property; they could not take up 
their freedom in corporations and in some places they were refused 
parliamentary votes. Two months before his death Fox attended a 
“meeting appointed at the Chamber about considering upon the draw- 
ing up the case of oaths to lay before the pagliament”,”* but the Bill 
then promoted fell through with the prora@gation of Parliament.” 
The affirmation prescribed in the Bill was in effect an oath and many 
Quakers would have refused to use it had it passed into law. 

The question of an acceptable form of words was discussed at the 
Yearly Meeting in 1692 and the Meeting for Sufferings was instructed 
to try to obtain a relief by offering an affirmation which included as a 
sanction some such phrase as “‘in the fear of God”. No progress was 
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THE QUAKER YEARLY MEETING 


made until 1695 when William II, after discussing the precedent of 
the Dutch Mennonites with George Whitehead, promised his support.” 
The King was as good as his word and the Affirmation Act became 
law in May 1696. 

Quakers were now allowed to affirm in civil but not in criminal 
proceedings, but they were still debarred from serving on juries or 
holding office. Whitehead had however secured the passage of the 
Act by accepting under pressure from several peers the addition of a 
phrase which to many Quakers and to all the Bishops transformed the 
affirmation into an oath.2® The Meeting for Sufferings immediately 
circulated a printed epistle which quoted in support of this unhappy 
compromise a wealth of testimony from the printed works of leading 
Friends, but at the Yearly Meeting in June the representatives of the 
Quarterly Meetings showed no great enthusiasm for the formula and 
the clerk minuted that “the words are not alike easy and satisfactory 
to all Friends”. At the Yearly Meeting of 1697 it was agreed that 
further attempts should be made to satisfy the scruples of the dissatis- 
fied Friends,”® but in 1702 when the Act was being renewed without 
modification Westmorland Friends travelled to London to lodge their 
protest. They agreed under protest to accept the following formula; 
“T AB do sincerely and solemnly declare and affirm that in the matter 
to which I am now called to give evidence I will speak the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth according to the best of my 


_knowledge”.?? 


At the Yearly Meeting of 1712 a whole week was spent in an attempt 
to unite Friends in soliciting for a renewal of the Act. The Meeting 
finally agreed to a Minute drafted by a committee representative of 
both parties.?8 It was agreed that the dissatisfied Friends were not to 
imperil the existing affirmation by soliciting against its renewal but 
were encouraged to take steps to secure an acceptible alternative by 
a promise that their parliamentary and legal expenses would be paid 
for out of the national stock. It is worthy of note that the satisfied 
Friends helped the dissatisfied in their solicitation that winter. 

At the Yearly Meeting of 1713 the representatives reported the 
sense of their Quarterly Meetings in the matter; twenty-four were 
fully satisfied, eight were wholly dissatisfied and in nine opinion was 
divided. After three days of discussion a strong Minute was recorded 
condemning those who denounced the existing affirmation as an oath, 
and a grant of £60 was made to Andrew Pitt, Voltaire’s friend, “to 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 
prevent the loss of the affirmation”; the Minute records the protest of 
the dissatisfied Friends. 

At the next Yearly Meeting the Meeting for Sufferings reported that 
their attempt to prolong the Affirmation Act had failed. Once more 
the deputies gave the sense of their Quarterly Meetings and this time 
while only twenty-one were for outright renewal, six only were against 
that course; in ten there were more in favour of renewal, in two Friends 
were equally divided and in four there were more against. After six 
days of discussion the meeting decided that “the major part of the 
counties are for the renewal or continuance of the affirmation”, and 
the dissatisfied Friends were “earnestly entreated and required not 
actually or intentionally to counter solicit, obstruct or otherwise hin- 
der the Brethren who are satisfied.” The Meeting for Sufferings took 
advantage of the radical change in the political situation in the spring 
of 1715 to secure the perpetuation of the Affirmation Act. The Yearly 


Meeting clerk circulated copies of the solemn affirmation to all sub-- 


ordinate meetings adding that “the forms above are what the law 
requires Friends to comply with and divers Friends satisfied with the 
affirmation of this City of London and county of Middlesex have done 
accordingly.’”31 

Thus, after twenty years of persistent effort, the dissatisfied Friends 
saw the formula they detested embodied in a permanent statute. The 
Yearly Meeting of 1715 had, however, instructed the Meeting for 
Sufferings “to lose no opportunity of assisting on behalf of the dis- 
satisfied Friends and to obtain an affirmation in the terms ‘I AB do 
sincerely declare and affirm’”.®? The readiness of the satisfied Friends 
to help the dissatisfied already noted in 1712 is again apparent and at 
the Yearly Meeting of 1719 when Hertfordshire Quarterly Meeting 
thought it “seasonable to move for greater ease in the matter’’, the 
Meeting for Sufferings was instructed to take action if the next session 
of Parliament was.a suitable time. At the Yearly Meeting of 1721 the 
deputies were advised to solicit their members of parliament and 


Joseph Wyeth, the editor of Penn’s Collected Works, petitioned the 


King explaining that the current affirmation was not of Friends’ 

choosing but had been decided in the House of Lords; that while it 

was serviceable to great numbers in their trades and concerns others 

did not feel able to use it; and that these latter in consequence had 

suffered imprisonment and loss of property and civil rights. ‘The King 

was asked to recommend to his ministers the form of words “I AB 
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THE QUAKER YEARLY MEETING 


do sincerely declare and affirm”.5? At the Yearly Meeting of 1722 the 
Meeting for Sufferings was able to report “a happy conclusion of this 
affair” and after thirty years of persistent and patient effort, the dis- 
satised Friends were granted an affirmation which they could use 
“without a stop in the mind’. -Steps were taken immediately in the 
Quarterly Meetings to prevent any abuse. of the new privilege.™4 
Representatives were appointed to attend the local assizes and sessions: 
where Quakers were called to give evidence, to warn them of “the 
horror of a guilty conscience and the greatness of the crime of bearing 
false witness’’.3® 
The discussions in the Yearly Meeting over the thirty years are 
marked by almost inexhaustable patience which overcame wide diver- 
gences of conviction and interest. On one side were ranged the worldly 
urban and Whig forces which controlled the Meeting for Sufferings 
in London; on the other side were the plain, country and Jacobite 
Quakers. At no time did the majority party attempt to override the 
convictions of the minority and both sides exercised a degree of self- 
control in public which was remarkable in the early eighteenth century. 
The Yearly Meeting controlled its subordinate meetings by means’ 
of two simple devices, its queries and its epistles. The queries origina- 
ted in Fox’s custom of putting to the Yearly Meeting representatives 
during the seventies informal questions about ministering Friends 
who had died, Quakers who had died in prison and about the welfare 
of the Society during the previous year. In 1682 all deputies were 
instructed to come prepared with complete answers to these three 
questions, which were increased in 1696 to eight to cover sufferings, 
prisoners, new meetings, and “signal judgments upon persecutors’’. 
In 1700 a query about education was added, in 1720 one about the care 
of the poor, and in 1723 that referring to defrauding the public revenue. 
A great deal of the Yearly Meeting’s time was given up to hearing 
from representatives of each county a full answer to all these questions. 
The report by the leading London deputy in 1700 as summarized in 
the Minutes by the clerk as.it was spoken is typical of other Quarterly 
Meetings and other years; “Monthly, quarterly and other meetings duly 
kept up and care taken to inspect that the testimony of truth may be 
kept to in the several branches of it. Truth prospers and many come 
in and are convinced. And Friends in love and unity in the main, and 
there is now no separate meeting in this city as there hath been.’ 
_ The Annual Epistle which summarized the advice of the Yearly 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Meeting exercised a: marked influence throughout the country. It was 
read in every Quarterly, Monthly and Particular Meeting and the 
Minutes show that it was taken very seriously. By 1735 the accumula- 
tion of these manuscript letters and printed papers issued both by the 


Yearly Meeting and by the Meeting for Sufferings during the previous - 


sixty years had become unmanageable and the Yearly Meeting in- 
structed “the Meeting for Sufferings to examine the records of the 
Society and to prepare an abstract of the several Minutes and rules 
which have been made ever since we were a people and that they 
might digest them under proper heads in order to have them examined 
by the next Yearly Meeting.” The Book of Extracts, or “Christian 
and Brotherly Advices” as it was originally called, was finally issued 
in manuscript by the Yearly Meeting of 1738. It consisted of a folio 
volume of some 300 pages and covered fifty-one topics in alphabetical 
order. Under each heading were copied out in chronological order 
those extracts from the Epistles of the Yearly Meeting which were 
still relevant. A second manuscript edition was issued in 1762 and 
the first printed edition appeared in 1783. 

The Yearly Meeting exercised a profound consolidating influence 
on the Society of Friends throughout the whole of our period. During 
the twenty years up to the Revolution, when the Society was numeri- 
cally weak in spiritual leadership, its most important function was to 
carry the influence of George Fox into every meeting in the country. 
In the thirty years after his death, its power was severely tested in a 
long series of critical discussions from which it emerged with enhanced 
authority. The Keithian controversy, for example, showed that ordin- 
ary country Quakers could discuss with dignity and fairness an appeal 
from one who had harmed the Society grievously by intemperate 
pamphleteering. In the Affirmation debates, which continued for a 
generation, the majority in power respected the scruples of a more 
sensitive minority and indeed worked with them to find a solution 
acceptable to both parties. 

But more important than the issue of any single cause célebre was 
the steady influence exercised by the Yearly Meeting on individual 
members of meetings remote from London through the maintenance 
in its epistles of high ideals of conduct in personal, economic, social 
and religious life. The country Quaker’s life ambition was realized 
when he became a “Yearly Meeting Friend”’. 
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THE QUAKER YEARLY MEETING 


NOTES 


'SeeW. T. Whitley, Minutes of the General Assembly of the General Baptists, 165 4- 
1728, p. xxx. The Particular Baptists did not call a general assembly until 1689. 

* See Epistle of Skipton Yearly Meeting, 1660, in Epistles (1858), Vol. I, p. xxxv. 

* The earliest printed reference to the Society of Friends occurs in the title of Joseph 
John Gurney’s Refutation of Some of the More Modern Misrepresentations of the Society 
of Friends, commonly called Quakers, 1800. The first reference in an official publication 
is in the title 4 Selection of the Christian Advices issued by the Society of Friends, 1813. 
See J.F.H.S., Vol. XXXII,*p. 83. Membership was defined by the Yearly Meeting in 
1737, but the phrase “A reputed member of our society” occurs earlier, e.g., at the end ° 
of the Leek Monthly Meeting Minutes (1672-1729) on an undated paper of condemnation. 
By 1 W and Mf. 18 X (1688) a statute directed against Catholics, Quakers had to pro- 
duce a certificate from six fellow members as evidence of membership of the meeting. 

“See MS. Letters, Dreams and Visions, p. 18, for Fox’s letter from Swannington, 
3. vi. 1677, and e.g. Oxford Quarterly Meeting Minutes, 31. x. 1678. 

° The title “recording clerk’’ was first used officially in 1836. After 1714 the Epistle 
was signed by the presiding clerk, before that by the scribe. (See Yearly Meeting Minutes, 
Vol. VI, p. 111). In 1733 the forty-six Quarterly Meetings were divided into five groups, 
north, south, east, west and midland, which nominated the clerk in turn. 

®Tt was not until 1729 that the Quakers could report that there were no prisoners, 
and that was a temporary relief, for eleven Friends died in prison during the first forty 
years of the eighteenth century rather than pay tithe, and as late as 1759 one was reported 
dying at the age of ninety-seven in York prison. : 

7 See Chapter xii. 

89 Anna, c. 12, xvi. 

® Gerard Croese, The General History of the Quakers, 1696, Part I, p. 150. Keith was 
an M.A. of Aberdeen. 

10 See Cambridge Journal (1911); Vol. II, p. 306. 

11 Lady Conway’s letter to Dr. Henry More, the Cambridge Platonist, in that year 
reveals the interests in the occult which Keith shared with Mercurius van Helmont. See 
J.F.H.S., Vol. VI, .p. 50. 

12 See his own account in The Plea of the Innocent (1692). 

13 cf. Samuel Jennings’ comment: “If thou preached Christ without less, others might 
preach-him more.” ? 

14 See Gospel Order and Discipline in Men and Women’s Meetings of Faithful Friends 
of Truth for the Effecting a More Perfect Separation from the World (1693). See J.F.H.S., 
Vol. X, pp. 70-6. 

15 This confirms the view that overseers and elders were a late addition to the Quaker 
Church system. Troeltsch’s statement, that the Quakers adopted the Mennonite con- 
stitution and similar attempts to identify the Quaker Church government with that of 
the Baptists, project into the early Quaker Church a system which was developed between 
1690 and 1730. cf, Ernst Troeltsch, The Social Teaching of the Christian Churches, Vol. I, 
p. 780, and Robert Barclay, The Inner Life, etc., p. 352. Troeltsch’s thesis that the 
Quakers were “a religious body which sprang into existence out of an entirely unworldly 
spiritual movement” and “developed into a community with an entirely different ideal” 
(p. 781) is not supported by the evidence. e.g. the Balby epistle of 1656 encourages 
Friends to take up the office of J.P. and urges faithfulness in “callings”, two of the criteria 
by which he tests the change from spiritual to bourgeois ideals. See his The Social 
Teaching of the Christian Churches (1931), Vol. Il, pp. 781-2 « ~ 

16 He printed sixteen contentious books and pamphlets in Philadelphia in two years. 

17 Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. IL, 1. iii. 1694. 

18 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. II, p. 55. 

19 Tbid., Vol. II, p. 85. 

20 Yearly Meeting Minutes, 17. ili. 1695. 

21 McClure, Minutes of the S.P.C.K., 1888. Meeting of March 8th, 1698-9; but without 
success since, as the Bristol correspondent of the S.P.C.K. reported in May, 1701, that 
subtle people outbid Keith “by helping their converts to good matches”, 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


*2.N. Penney, Short Journal, 1925, p. 219. - 

°3 Hist. MSS. Comm. 13th Report, App. Pt. V, 170, No. 328, quoted by W. S. Holds- 
worth, History of English Law VI (1924), p. 200. 

*4G. Whitehead, Christian Progress, pp. 637-40. 

25 Whitehead was instructed to agree to the formula: “I AB do declare in the presence 
of Almighty God.” He accepted in addition the phrase ‘““The witness of the truth of 
what I say.” : 

26 In 1698 the S.P.C.K. paid two barristers to petition against the continuance of the 
Affirmation Act at the Bar of the House of Lords; see McClure Minutes of the SF Gl. 
1888, p. 9. 

*7 Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. II, p. 33. 

28 William Penn was a leader of the dissatisfied Quakers. 

*® Minutes of Yearly Meeting, 19. iv. 1712. 

30 Thid., 25. iii. 1714. 

SL Ibid-j235 VinIgl 55 

32 Tbid., 10. v. 1715. 

33 Book of Cases, Vol. II, p. 233. 

34 The formula omitted all reference to God and ran: “I AB do solemnly sincerely and 
truly declare and affirm,” 

35 See e.g. Windsor Monthly Meeting, 26. ii. 1722. 

36 Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. II, p. 289. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
THE QUAKER PRESS © 


B? the opening of the eighteenth century more than two thousand 
five hundred books and pamphlets had been published by the 
Quakers, an average of one new title every week since the rise of the 
Society. We shall consider in this chapter how Friends managed to 
produce so many books in spite of the State censorship, how their own 
official censorship committee worked, their organization of printing, 
and the arrangements they made for distributing books. The import- 
ance of the subject in the history of the Society’s “discipline” may be 
judged from the three folio pages of minutes about books in “Christian 
and Brotherly Advices.”} 

It is not necessary to discuss here in detail those books and pamph- 
lets issued by leading Quakers before the middle sixteen hundred and 
sixties.?_ _It will be sufficient to call attention to the need which arose 
after that time for some sort of control by the Quakers themselves 
when Burrough, Farnsworth, Fisher, Hubberthorne and Nayler were 
dead, and Fox and Whitehead alone survived .of the outstanding 
Quaker controversialists. The years between 1665 and 1695, when 
Andrew Sowle, the veteran Quaker printer died, are in fact the forma- 
tive period of official Quaker printing and it will be to those years to 
which our attention will, in the main, be directed.* 

From 1662 to 1679 and from 1685 to 1693 printing in England was 
controlled by “‘An Act for preventing the frequent abuses in printing 
seditious, treasonable and unlicensed Books and Pamphlets and for 
regulating of Printing and Printing Presses.”4 The number of presses 
was strictly limited, no book was to be printed unless entered in the 
register of the Stationers’ Company of London and licensed by the 
appropriate censor.® Even before the passage of this Act Quaker books 
and pamphlets had been seized; in 1660, for example, a declaration 
against plots and fightings which was to be presented to the King and 
Council, was confiscated in the press®, and in the same year a bundle of 
books, taken from Ambrose Rigge, were sent from Winchester by 
Sir H. Benets to Secretary Nicholas in London.” In 1661 a Yarmouth 
wherryman and the wife of a Yarmouth bailiff were examined for 
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- QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


receiving and handing on “seventeen scandalous papers brought from 
Holland, being dispersed by Quakers against the Oath of Allegiance.” 
In 1663 one Elizabeth Ward petitioned for the release from “the Dark 
House” of her daughter Sarah Keete “who hath of late been seduced 
and misled by some dissolute persons in judgment styled Quakers. 
She, acting as servant to her mother in a victualling-house near 
Billingsgate, had some printed papers left in her custody unknown to 
her mother.”® In that year, too, Elizabeth Calvert wife of Giles 
Calvert the printer, signed a bond for six hundred pounds, undertaking 
“not to print, publish or sell seditious books and to appear before a 
Secretary of State when called.’ In 1664 one reason put forward 
officially in support of licensing pedlars and petty chapmen was that 
it would prevent “the dispersal of the Quakers’ and other sectaries’ 
books abroad in the countries.’’!! 

There are four further references in the State Papers to unlicensed 
printing by Quakers. In 1670 Sir Geoffrey Shakerley reported to 
Secretary Williamson, from Chester Castle, the circulation of the 
pamphlet Some Seasonable and serious Queries upon the late Act against 
Conventicles which, he alleged, “tends as much as possible to the 
stirring-up of sedition and rebellion.”’!2 Two days later he reported 


confiscating a broadside.18 In March that year Sir John Robinson, 


governor of The Tower, ordered the Lord Mayor to send for the Master 
and Wardens of the Stationers’ Company to discover, with the help 
of the Surveyor of the Press, the printer of “the ugly scandalous book, 
~ Some Seasonable and Serious Queries”.14 L’Estrange wrote to Arlington 
in May that he had tracked down a few copies “‘to the hand of a Non- 
Conformist minister”, and as if to compensate for so poor a catch, 
added: “I have seized a matter of 300 seditious books of old date at 
Mrs Calvert’s.”25 L’Estrange was a conscientious censor who en- 
deavoured to enforce his system rigidly, yet the State Papers reveal 
little evidence of successful action against the Quakers who, in fact, 
published more than eighteen hundred books and pamphlets between 
1660 and 1708.16 


Edward Arber posed the question of the CULE press in these 


words; “How did the Society of Friends, who had no connection 

whatever with the Company of Stationers, manage to pour out so 

many books in defence of their principles all through this troublous 

period? That has yet to be made known.”!” At least fifteen printers 

and booksellers were engaged in spreading Quaker books before the 
148 
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THE QUAKER PRESS 

Licensing Act expired. Giles Calvert who in 1653 was printer to the 
Council of State was the leading printer of the earliest Quaker books. 
He was responsible for thirty-three books by Fox, thirty by Nayler 
and many by other Quaker leaders of the sixteen hundred and fifties. 
Although not a Quaker he was in sympathy with Friends.!® He 
printed the pocket Bible supplied to Cromwell’s soldiers in 1643, 
published the writings of Boehme from 1649-1656 and issued pamph- 
lets by Winstanley, Lilburne and the ranter Claxton.!® Calvert seems 
to have been immune from prosecution before the Restoration, for 
though his imprint appears on early Quaker books when writers and 
printers were being imprisoned,” there is only a single reference to 
him among the State Papers and on that occasion no action seems to 
have been taken. In 1662 he was in prison, for there is in the State 
Papers his bond for five hundred pounds in which he undertook on 
his release not to “print, publish, sell etc., any factious or seditious 
book, paper or pamphlet.”?? His wife Elizabeth was a Quaker who 
suffered several periods of imprisonment.” In 1667 the Mayor of 
Bristol informed against her for sending books to Bristol booksellers 
and in the same year her private press in Southwark was seized.?* 

Andrew Sowle was a master-printer and a Quaker whose working 
life covered the years between 1653, when he finished his apprentice- 
ship and 1691 when his daughter Tace took over the business.** His 
printing materials were seized and broken up several times and on one 
occasion a thousand reams of printed books were destroyed. It was 
not until 1680 that his imprint appears,?° but by 1683 his name is found 
in the register of the Stationers’ Company as printer of The Way to 
Health, long life and happiness, and A Dialogue between an East Indian 
Blackmanny or heathen philosopher and a French gentleman concerning 
the present affairs of Europe.?" 

A woman printer, one Mary Westwood, sold Quaker pamphlets, 
poorly printed in italic throughout, at “the Black Spread Eagle” 
until her business was taken over by Robert Wilson who printed 
Fox’s Battledore.*8 He was committed to the Gatehouse in 1661 for 
selling “seditious pamphlets against the Government of the Church 
of England.”®® In the letter which he sent with eight pounds’ worth 
of books to Richard Snead of Bristol, for shipment to Ireland, he 


__ describes the trials of a Quaker bookseller: “‘very often am I plundered 


by the Rulers of my goods, burning them at home and abroad.” 
The names of four other printers of Quaker books appear in 4 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


paper of 1664 endorsed “‘Concerning printers of seditious books.” 
Mrs. Dover, “a common printer for all scandalous pamphlets” was 
the wife of Simon Dover who was tried and condemned with John 
Twyn for printing Zhe Speeches of Some of the late King’s Justices. 
Samuel Simmons, who printed Milton’s Paradise Lost, is stated in this 
information to have printed William Bayley’s Pure Encouragement 
from the Spirit of the Lord but the tract carries no imprint. Widow 
Inman printed a tract by William Smith but in this case also there is 
no imprint. The answer to Arber’s question would appear to be 
therefore that during the early years of the Restoration, Quaker books 
and pamphlets were printed surreptitiously, often by women, one at 
least of whom worked a private press. 

In 1673, however, this haphazard method of printing Quaker books 
was replaced by’a system which was more rigid and more efficient than 
that controlled by L’Estrange. Two men, Andrew Sowle and Benja- 
min Clark, became the official printers to the Quakers and they were 
answerable to a standing committee without whose imprimatur nothing 
might be printed.** In Commonwealth times there had been no internal 
censorship, although in 1656 Fox issued a general advice to “‘all Friends 
to take heed of writing and speaking too much in your own freedom.” 
Ten years later the Yearly Meeting issued a strongly-worded “advice” 
recommending Quakers to beware of printing, publishing or spreading 
the books of Perrot® and desiring that “faithful and sound Friends” 
might inspect all manuscripts before they went to the press.** 

One of the most important decisions of the first Yearly Meeting of 


county representatives, that of 1672, was to appoint ten Quakers to | 


supervise the printing and distribution of approved books. They 
were given very wide powers and controlled not only the issue of 
new books but reprints of old ones. More than four hundred copies 
of every approved book were distributed by them to county corres- 
pondents.*” In 1673 the Second Day’s Morning Meeting was estab- 
lished in London “‘to gather up bad books that was scandalous against 
Friends and to see that young Friends’ books that was sent to be 
printed might be stood by.” It is not necessary to describe in detail 
the literature which was issued in answer to adversaries both within 
the Society and outside. It will be sufficient to state that the Morning 
Meeting instructed their booksellers to collect “one of a sort of every 
book that had been written against Truth from the beginning’’*° and 
that, as new controversial pieces appeared, members of the committee 
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were detailed to prepare answers. One such answer was written, 
passed by the committee, printed and published within a week. 

The Morning Meeting read through with scrupulous attention a 
well-nigh overwhelming mass of manuscript material submitted for 
publication and rejected gently but firmly a very great deal of un- 
profitable rubbish. It will be convenient to divide the manuscripts 
which survived this preliminary inspection into those passed for the 
press and those approved for circulation in manuscript, both classes 
being subdivided into those to be published officially and those circu- 
lated unofficially. The Meeting’s handling of Robert Barclay’s manu- 
scripts in 1690 is instructive. They rejected emphatically everything 
written after 1676, notably his reply to his uncles, the Gordons, “their 
strange, intricate and unlearned questions, with some nice and dis- 
putable answers and replications tending to bring new and unusual 
controversies into the world. We think it best these should remain in 
manuscript, these said Gordons being men of strange and uncouth 
notions, yet full of opposition against Truth.’’4? Barclay’s collected 
works were printed officially, with prefaces by Fox and Penn, under 
the title of Truth Triumphant in 1692. In 1699 the committee re-read 
the Apology carefully with a view to reprinting it and queried several 
of Barclay’s expressions, most notably his description of the inner 
light of Christ as the “vehiculum Dei’. 

John Bellers’s Proposals for the Employment of the Poor is an example 
of a manuscript passed for unofficial publication. The clerk recorded 
of it “that the manuscript is left to him to do with as he sees meet.’’4# 
Country Quakers submitted “papers of condemnation” to the Morning 
Meeting for circulation within the Society.“ Sometimes the Meeting 
was reduced to recommending that papers be circulated unofficially 
and in manuscript, adding in the case of one Abigail Fisher: “as to 
what’s in verse, they rather advise to have it in prose,’ 

The lengths to which the Morning Meeting were prepared to go 
to ensure the accuracy of the books they passed for printing may be 
illustrated by their action in recalling the first edition of Fox’s Journal. 
In August 1694 the Meeting received from Derbyshire Quakers a 
minute asking that Fox’s lurid account of the judgment of God on a 
persecuting justice “should be left out, for they suspect the verity of 
part of the relation.”47 The Meeting gave instructions for reprinting 
the page with the passage omitted. All unsold copies of the folio were 
to be returned to London and the new sheet substituted, “which will 
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prevent their knowing what the passage is.” If possible amended 
copies were to be substituted for those in the University libraries at 
Oxford and Cambridge.*8 

Until 1679 the Morning Meeting was not concerned with the finan- 
cial side of book production; that was left to the author, the printer 
and the bookseller to arrange as best they could among themselves. 
John Stubbs’s letter,to Fox giving details of the publishing of The 
Battledore will illustrate the method followed before the Morning 
Meeting intervened to lay down rules about printing and costs. The 
Battledore is a remarkable work proving in thirty-five languages the 
correctness of the plain language of “‘thee and thou”, Its publication 
in 1660 for a public prepared by Brian Walton’s Biblia Sacra Poly- 
glotta showed considerable business acumen. Stubbs, who was part 
author with Benjamin Furley, gives the cost of printing the fifty-seven 
sheets as two shillings and fourpence halfpenny at a halfpenny a sheet, 
which seems to be very cheap if, as Braithwaite thought, the type was 
specially cut.*® Folding, stitching, pressing and cutting added another 
three-halfpence and the book sold for half-a-crown. Robert Wilson, 
the Quaker bookseller took a, hundred copies, two hundred were 
reserved for Fox, and parcels of varying numbers up to fifty were 
sent to Bristol, Newcastle and to Ireland. : 

In May 1679, soon after the Licensing Act expired the printers 
Andrew Sowle and Benjamin Clark, and the recording clerk, Ellis 
Hookes, entered into a co-partnership for the publication of Quaker 
books. Hookes was a valuable partner because not only did he keep 
the official book in which were recorded the titles of books passed for 
printing by the Morning Meeting and the orders for books to be sent 
into the Quarterly Meetings, but he acted as “literary agent” to Friends 
in the country.®! He also seems to have found the money to enable 
the printers to buy their materials.** The printers undertook to give 
to the Morning Meeting a copy of every book they printed, thus adding 
to the unique collection of Quaker books which was started at the 
Friends’ headquarters in London in 1673.58 A German refugee, Mark 
‘ Swanner, was appointed “‘corrector of the press”. 

In 1680 the Morning Meeting ruled that, the author of any book or 
paper had the right to dispose of his “copy” to the printer or stationer, 
that he might sell the copyright of successive editions to different 
printers and that when an author died the copyright belonged to that 
Meeting. At the same session they handed over to the Meeting for 
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Sufferings the responsibility for seeing all books through the press.*! 
Finally, in 1681, the Meeting decided to share between Andrew Sowle, 
John Bringhurst, who had been his apprentice, and Benjamin Clark 
the increasing trade in Quaker printing. The Meeting for Sufferings - 
was instructed to see that their printing “be as well and reasonably 
done as other people do, both as to good paper, letters and ink.’ 
The printers were guaranteed a minimum sale of four hundred copies 
of all approved books, and the figure was later advanced to six hundred 
copies, and in the case of some, such as the Sufferings upon the Statute 
against Conventicles, which were distributed to members of Parliament 
and magistrates, the edition was at least a thousand. 

The distribution of Quaker books was organized on a considerable _ 
scale as early as 1656, when “the North” gave a standing order for 
six hundred of every book printed as well as bearing the responsibility 
for printing charges.5* By 1659 each Monthly Meeting in the north 
was responsible for paying for its quota of books. A list of forty- 
four “‘dispersers of Quaker books” in the counties was intercepted by 
the Government in 1664.57 Only Thomas Wayte of York was a book- 
seller by profession,** the rest were local Quaker tradesmen, maltsters, 
apothecaries, saddlers, shoemakers and the like, and four were women. 
By 1673 six hundred copies of every book were regularly sent down 
to these county correspondents, who distributed them among mem- 
bers of the local meetings. In 1680 an attempt was made to arrange 
for the sale of Quaker books to the public in county towns. 

_ The local records provide further details. In Norwich, for example, 
the Men’s Meeting ordered from London eight copies of every book 
approved by the Morning Meeting and paid out of its public stock for 
any copies left on the hands of the book correspondent at the end of 
the year.*t In Buckinghamshire, where several earlier attempts to 
establish a regular book service had failed, large quantites of all the 
latest books were bought from 1689 onwards by the Upperside Monthly 
Meeting which distributed them among its particular meetings. 

By the turn of the century there were small circulating libraries in 
most Quaker centres. Expensive folios which none but substantial men 
could buy as personal possessions, were subscribed for by the Monthly 
Meetings on ascale so generous that the price was thereby considerably 
reduced and copies made available for any member of a meeting who 
wished to read them. The arrangements made for the publication of 
the fourth edition of Barclay’s Apology in 1701 will illustrate the method 


2 


| SAT RD eT 
4 ramity gilt dqucuit alood te gate a9) 
wat weihuek, usawied nele on bebiogl 
tuk) aimwoinol baw solrmnqen aid Wied b 
aiidine wt gahosl adP mrctaerin todnast 
¥hikenwegies fort Herwig xi" rat +h } eat, 
Ant bos saal sequy bowg, of 2k fhad jobs 
aigoo barbawd uh to see cumini ¢ : 
besbasd te onbsonsvbe tered ane siuge oat 
vniinid sit sous equivily? sett ae doses moeie seep ae wt bea 
itusteibsT to ersdivser ot besudemeiy segue doit jaaiieveng > heyy 


ies iM os 


Yuidisneggor atlt yatiesd eo tow vx bung dood saga lo bnhautl xia ; 

Hizoa alt af gato ikinoM dome eda yl Swsgists gaining rot | +a 
“yet to tel A alood Yo moup. wt 203 gniynq vot sidienogen ssw ~<E 

ved batqoarsint sew eaitniyos ads mt “sued taalsitD Yo ereeraqeib wot 4 i 
“Rood 6 enw AY to oes exmicdT iia) “p92 ai mnenmevod seh 1 ) 
setaiatinnt notreoher tds leon ow tem onl “ noleestorg yd tolixe | 
sretow 39" wot bas eke! oft how erealaais oaks tbbe2 goimosdsoqe 1oe ‘ 
“en gnoms motlt harydertail dither cnsbaogemres yinios sead) ot ag il 
SABES: OF Obert enw sqmts es oH 


QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


followed. The recording clerk sent down to every Monthly Meeting, 
on behalf of the Meeting for Sufferings, a letter asking for orders for 
the book, which was recommended for the following reasons. The 
Apology bad been accepted by learned men as a comprehensive state- 
ment of Quaker principles and was particularly suited for free distribu- 
tion to priests and chaplains “who love not controversy’, and to “the 
gentry of England, who are not so easily come at by a personal dis- 
course.”*? Norwich Men’s Meeting alone ordered twenty copies at 
two pounds ten shillings each and the Quarterly Meeting subscriptions 
for the whole country totalled 6,606, worth more than sixteen thousand: 
pounds.* So large an edition was exceptional but it is likely that a 
thousand copies of each new book were published, making a total for 
the first fifty years of Quakerism of some two and a half million copies 
in all. In 1707 John Whiting was asked by the Morning Meeting to 
make a catalogue of all Quaker books published, whether in the 
Society’s Library or not.** This catalogue was printed in 1708 and a 
copy sent to each Quarterly Meeting. 


There is abundant evidence in local records that the books in the 


meeting-house libraries were read, or at least, borrowed. It is possible 
to trace in some minute books the loan of the Meeting’s copy of Fox’s 
Journal from one Quaker family to another, the normal length of the 
loan being the four weeks between Monthly Meetings. It may be 
doubted whether any but very hardened readers were able to read 
Barclay’s Apology with sustained interest, but Sewel’s excellent History 
often went the round of the Meeting.” 

Quaker books. exercised a deep consolidating influence on the 
Society during our period. During the middle sixteen-sixties they 
helped to fill the gap left by the loss through death of so many leaders 
and amplified the voices of those who remained. The method of 
buying by Monthly Meeting subscription, used as early as 1656, gave 
individual members access to a great variety of more expensive books 
than they could have afforded themselves and the joint-ownership of 
the library was itself a unifying influence. Since those books alone 
were current which survived the censorship of the Morning Meeting 
the Society was further united by the limitation of their reading to 
approved texts. It is quite impossible to estimate the influence of books 
in moulding the character, in setting the standards and, it may be said, 
in enhancing the self-esteem of the Quakers ee the iotiotee 
period of the growth of their Society, but an account of the evolution 
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of their discipline which passed over those two and a half million books 
and pamphlets would be seriously defective. 


NOTES 


1 See “Christian and Brotherly Advices”, fols. 13, 14 and 15. 

* See W. C. Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism (1923), pp. 283 et seq. 

S cf. this minute of the Mecting for Sufferings: “By Ancient Friends’ books we unani- 
mously agree to include all books printed in the life-time of Andrew Sowle, who died 
in the roth month, 1695.” 

#54 Car. IT, c. xxxiil, 

° See A. W. Pollard, Some Notes on the History of Copyright in England, 1662-1774, 
in Transactions of the Bibliographical Society, Vol. Ill, pp. 100-3. 

§ Cambridge Journal (1911), Vol. I, p. 388. 

7 SP. Dom. Cal., 1660-1, p. 473. 

8 Ibib., 1660-1, p. §83. 

9 Ibid., 1663-4, p. 352. 

10 Thid., 1663—4, p. 216. 

11 Thid., 1664-5, p. 400. 

12 Thid., 1670, p. 219. 

13 [bid., 1670, p. 222. 

14 Tbid., 1671, p..128. 

15 Thid., 1671, p. 227. 

16 John Whiting’s Catalogue of Friends’ Books (1708) shows that seven books and 
pamphlets were issued in 1652, two hundred and thirteen in 1660, a total of eight hundred 
and thirty-two between 1650 and 1660, and one thousand eight hundred and forty-six 
from 1660-1708. The grand total of two thousand six hundred and seventy-five titles, 
ranging from four-page quartos to nine hundred page folios was the work of four 
hundred and forty authors. 

17 Edward Arber, The Term Catalogues, Vol. I, p, xii. 

18 See Swarthmore MSS., Vol. I, p. 162, for Alexander Parker’s letter of 21. v. 1655 
to Margaret Fell describing a visit paid by Calvert and Judge Fell to a general meeting 
of Friends in London. 

19T am indebted to Altha E. Terry of Columbia University for these details which 
are taken from a typed copy of the account of Giles Calvert deposited in the Friends’ 
Reference Library. , 

20 See H. R. Plomer, Dictionary of Booksellers 1641-1667, p. xix. : 

See S.P. Dom, Cal., 1655-6, p. 308: “Giles Calvert, stationer, who has lately 
printed some books reflexive upon the present Government, to appear before Council 
tomorrow”; but see also W. M. Clyde, The Struggle for the Freedom of the Press (1934), - 
pp. 274-7. 

22 §.P, Dom., 1661-2, p. 572: 

23 See e.g. ibid., 1661-2, p. 106. 

24 See H. R. Plomer, Dictionary of Booksellers, 1641-67, p. 42. : 

25 For the pedigree of this printing-house from 1653-1829, see P. H. Muir, English 
Imprints after 1640, in Transactions of the Bibliographical Society, Vol. X1V, p. 160. 

26 See P. H. Muir op. cit., p. 169. : 

2? See A Transcript of the Registers of the Worshipful Company of Stationers, Vol. III, 
under Oct. rst, 1683. 

°8 See post, p. 152. 

29 See H. R. Plomer, op. cit., p. 195. 

90 His letter, which was intercepted by the Government, is among the State Papers, 
sce §.P. Dom., 1661-2, p. 414. 

31 Tbid., 1664-5, p. 148. 1 é 

32 See H. R. Plomer, 4 Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers (1922) for Widow Dover, 
p- 65 ; Samuel Simmons, p. 165; and Widow Inman, p. 106. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


*° For Benjamin “Thee and Thou” Clark see H. R. Plomer, op. cit., p. 71. 

34 See Cook MS., fol. 433. 

86 For whom see Chapter 11. 

% See Epistles of the Yearly Meeting (1858), Vol. pax. 

57 See MS. Minutes of Yearly Meeting for 30. iii. 1672, in Vo!. I, fol. 3. 

‘ ne Fox’s letter to Rebecca Travers and other London women Quakers in Box MS., 
ol. 29. 

%° See W. C. Braithwaite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), pp. 487 et seq. 

“0 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, 15. vii. 1673. 

*t Innocency against Envy by George Whitehead and Stephen Crisp in answer to The 
Battering Ram by Francis Bugg. See Minutes of Morning Meeting, Vol. I, fol. 136. 

42 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. I, fol. 132. 

43 See Truth Triumphant, 1692, p. 333, and Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. II, 
pp. 279 and 333. George Keith in his Standard of the Quakers Examined (1702), pp. 213, 
214, points out that in later editions of the Apology the phrase “this we call ‘vehiculum 
Dei’ ” was altered to read “this some call ‘vehiculum Dei’ ”. It may be worth mentioning 
that the first edition of the Apology in English was printed in Holland from Barclay’s 
manuscript, and not in Aberdeen as stated in the latest Catalogue of the British Museum; 
see John Whiting, Persecution Exposed (1791), p. 439. Braithwaite’s statement that the 
Apology was not subjected to the censorship. of the Morning Meeting is somewhat mis- 
leading. cf. The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), p. 386. 

44 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. II, fol. 101, under date 2. vii. 1695; it was 
printed by Tace Sowle in 1695. 

4° e.g. William Bayley’s papers from Warwickshire Quarterly Meeting denouncing 
“the scandalous conversations of Richard Kimberley and Margaret Avery”. See Minutes 
of the Morning Meeting, Vol. I, fol. 73. 

46 Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. II, under date 11. vii. 1693. 

47 See Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. II, fol. 64. 

48 The copy in the University Library at Cambridge still contains the original leaf Qqq, 
but the justice’s name is obliterated. 

49 cf. W. C. Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism (1923), P- 497: 

50 See Crosfield MS., fol. 7, for Stubbs’s letter in which, incidentally, he recommends 
to Fox for employment a Jewish rabbi from Holland, one Samuel Levi Ben Asshur, 
who attends Quaker meetings and “‘is very perfect in the Hebrew and reads the Syriack 
Testament”. 

51 See Minutes of the Morning Meeting, 4. vii. 1679. 

52 e.g, in 1680 he lent Andrew Sowle £137 16s. od.; see Minutes of the Morning Meeting 
15. li. 1680. 

53 See Minutes of the Morning Meeting, 15. vii. 1673. 

54 See Minutes of the Morning Meeting for 26. vi. 1680. 

55 See Minutes of the Morning Meeting, 11. xii. 1680, which include the following 
details: “It’s also agreed that the sizes of printing usually are pica letter in folio, 60 lines 


on a leaf, 62 letters in a line; in quarto, 4o lines and 55 letters; in octavo 32 lines and - 


37 letters. English letter to contain the same size as to length and breadth. Paper usually 
and not under 3s. 4d. per ream to print these sizes.” 

56 See Cambridge Journal (1911), Vol. I, p. 267. 

57 See S.P. Dom., 1664-5, p. 142. 

58 See Norman Penney, ed. The First Publishers of Truth (1903), p. 318: 

58 See Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. I, fol. ro. 

60 See Book of Cases, I, fol. 80. 

61 See Minutes of Norwich Men’s Meeting, XI mo., 1677. 

62 See B. S. Snell, ed. Quaker Minute Book for the Upperside of Bucks, 1669~90, p. 223, 
for minute of 6. xi. 1689. The catalogue of books added to the library of Hunger Hill 
Meeting between 1692 and 1746 is still extant, part of it written by Thomas Ellwood. 

63 See letter in Minutes of Norwich Men’s Meeting, 13. ix. 1701. 

64 See Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. II, fol. 310. 

65 See Minutes of the Morning Meeting, Vol. III, fol. 330. 

88 See e.g. the Minutes of Windsor Monthly Meeting, 27. vii. 1722. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 
THE QUAKER PUBLIC STOCKS 


HE successive stages of development through which the Quaker 

“discipline” passed ate clearly marked in the surviving records of 
Friends’ “public stocks’”.! The earliest phase, that of personal leader- 
ship, is dominated in the financial realm by the firm matriarchal 
government of Margaret Fell. The succeeding decade of chaos and 
broken leadership has left little evidence of financial management, but 
by 1672 responsibility for a national stock is clearly vested in the 
Yearly Meeting, and by 1679 rule by a national finance committee 
‘has superseded the personal and informal arrangements typical of the 
original Quaker fellowship. It was not until the middle sixteen- 
eighties, however, that London Friends, who had carried the burden 
during the years of transition, were able finally to lay down their 
responsibility. 

The central feature of Quaker finance in Commonwealth days was 
Margaret Fell’s “Kendal” fund to which Quakers in Lancashire, West- 
morland and Cumberland contributed. The accounts kept by George 
Taylor and Thomas Willan are still preserved among the seventy 
relevant letters in the Swarthmore collection. In 1655-6 small sums. 
from this fund were paid for the maintenance of ministers and prisoners 
and somewhat larger, though still modest amounts, towards the support 
of missionaries in Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Germany and Venice. 
The frugal total of some forty-five pounds for the year for these latter 
services seems to have been more than the northern Quakers felt 
willing to spend in foreign missionary work for, in a letter of reproof 
from London, Fox wrote “it had been better you had never meddled 
with it than to fall out about earthly things.”? In 1656 the general 
meeting of Quakers at Skipton made arrangements for a collection in 
the northern counties and recommended Friends in the south to follow 
their example.* 

~ London Quakers were already heavily burdened by the expense of 
foreign missionaries and in 1657 Francis Howgill suggested in a letter 
to Edward Burrough that those country Friends who so far had made 
no contribytion might be asked to help. An appeal for funds drafted 


197 


: betherb ehesit rot as 


Lpieann 
Ps 
* 
ah x 
Tats). sity tick apres me io. 
bo P2053 Rhiv iO OSS Ay Speeds 
“| be Jaap aid 
ht wef pal 7 
£9 sap Bilayer ee eT mit x; Bg Ts ba cay a esa 
UR Steerer lettered to OnSiVve shyt tel esd qide eenene 5 
2 Ot bosasy bres, oF Aso |; Visa s not vsilidi muogent spor yd 
SIO sonen f letoivar, BU shige 5 vray ¥a has Ritroadd a) ae 
0 Tesi ei steers e778 Tarte bie amowiog gifs fh shaeisq: aa 
aie sibbeer arly fir, ton Rew TE ceittearedt a taaeu | taittging ~< 
dt anlt oir, bent ods Sdnsind goby wk te } tevewor! aittgia 
nwols est ot yileaA site 


wey etawivia TH2) ho ESY si yesh meet i 
ilkdieac Myer | 
soneal rece to vrais lias oft 
ot bak “lebaot e‘ilst ity 
betudizings bieeks 


; eins baw burg skye sea ~~ ei 
S83 tioms b ‘ees oe os peli enmmolt bie tolyat oe iene 
pps nf ROE ahfo> MOoOUtiewe » ods ni zretiaf iyo: | set or 
hice ne anak 1 SfneMstaigen oly wi bi kg srs bras eid) a, SR ee ie 
Yarang only aln by bom EL Ofte Webory Ning f 


RT GUS 5) c1aQ tel sathwomoe f DRG ’ D1 
Y bos yas 


th 
maen baiol bra ifioud fl estenotesion to | aa i 
mpl ch xi * me suky whos MIO WYO} Sige } © leo} leguat oT ee: 
Het ee irtnes " sil Fut? ae ygyy nowd overi - eu Tae 200iVieg = of ; 
} 1943 ae) raitol og ati 


ty i = Ss ‘ ; 
] 30) dow vmaoizein aagia mot Ai f bamog2 ©} winilliw : 
: bulbs om tevun bed. HOY tated noad bud i” 


suiw xo wobiad mon of ne: ae 
fer9esR phy: Oed7 al  zynidy y vidas trode 160 Het ot ape 9 daiw se his 
al — & NaHtierre ‘sham norgi; 12 Te radu to gnitosm , 
“wollad ¢ Of Heoe oils ab *5n90F bobs: kia! bag @ eitnuso2 ay otter ody 


. . clymums tisd: 


wd yitveod yb —P mow pain Aobaod Fe 
HiswoH stop, Tees ai bas esh 


rhasid? CMa? seoth geeky , du 
ye hA tile aud a3 bodes, od 3 


104 IND 


les sig q eels Yd bs mo ae 
i2ttel p fit heady *HQue | 
sharn bed wal o8 orlyp s 


oT 
Wy A ; 

ae we " 

_ PA bd 

i ¥ On ber 


QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


by Margaret Fell, Anthony Pearson and others was circulated through- 
out the country* and brought in some four hundred and forty pounds, 
of which the southern counties subscribed three-quarters.> In 
June 1658 representatives of the ten northern counties who met at 
Scalehouse issued a stirring letter describing the missionary work 
overseas and asking “Friends in these counties freely and liberally to 
offer up unto God of their earthly substance.”* The collection was 
not, in fact, confined to the north for Friends in twenty-one counties 
and nine towns throughout England subscribed nearly five hundred 
pounds which was spent in passage-money and other necessary ex- 
penses for missionaries in Jamaica, New England, France, Holland, 
Germany, Venice and Turkey. — 

The first national Yearly Meeting issued in April 1660 a moving 
appeal for funds and though no record of the contributions survives, 
the response was probably considerable for Fox was able to report 
extensive missionary activity in Europe, America and both West and 
East Indies as late as August 1661.7 Money was being collected in 
the counties in the spring of 16628 but no record of the state of the 
national stock for the next ten years has survived. 

The establishment of Monthly Meetings in 1669 must have made , 
much easier the collection of money for “the Public Service of Truth” 
but no reference earlier than that in the epistle from the Yearly Meeting 
of 1671 has been found.® In this letter the Yearly Meeting ruled that 
collections ‘‘for the service of Truth” might be made on its authority 
alone, and gave the names of four official collectors or treasurers in 
London. When enquiries were made at the Yearly Meeting of 1672 
about the Quarterly Meeting contributions towards the work overseas 
only six English counties and north and south Wales had not sub- 
scribed, and twenty pounds was already on the way from Yorkshire, 
one of the defaulters. The uses to which the national stock might be 
put were then debated and set out in the minutes.!? The money was 
to be used for “the Service of Truth beyond sea, for books disposed 
of and given away to the Chief Rulers and others, for packets of post 
letters with accounts of General Sufferings, and often transcribing 
the same,” and finally, to reimburse London Friends one hundred 
pounds,14 

The business. of the national finance committee may be recon- 
structed from the minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings from 1677 
but the earliest balance sheet dates from 1679. In 1677 Gerrard Roberts 
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THE QUAKER PUBLIC STOCKS 


is mentioned as treasurer of the national stock;!2 he paid bills signed 
by any four members of the Meeting and allowed Ellis Hookes, the 
recording clerk, five pounds for petty cash every quarter! The 
minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting of London and those of the Meeting 
for Sufferings show that by the spring of 1679 the Society’s finances 
had become somewhat muddled, for money subscribed for the relief 
of captives in Algiers was being entered and kept with that contributed 
to the national stock.’ The Six Weeks’ Meeting suggested, therefore, 
that a separate chest and account book be provided for the national 
stock and that the finances of the Meeting for Sufferings should be 
discussed at the Yearly Meeting that summer. 

At the first casting-up of accounts, some time during the summer 
of 1679, the cashiers reported that of more than £2,700 received during 
the year, £820 had been spent. The greater part both of the income 
and the expenditure was for ransom money.!® In 1680 the accounts 
of the national stock were for the first time set out separately. Of the 
total income of some £1,200 from the Quarterly Meetings, Yorkshire 
supplied more than £80, Oxfordshire more than £50 and Devonshire, 
Worcestershire, Essex and Devonshire House Monthly Meeting in 
London between £40 and £50 each. The expenditure for the year 
was just over £135 which left a balance in hand of £1,067. When 
the accounts were next cast up in time for the Yearly Meeting of 1681 
the expenditure for the year was found to be some £300, more than 
twice that of the previous year. The increase was due to the expense 
of the vigorous campaign being fought by the Society’s lawyers to 
secure for Friends the protection of “the fundamental laws of Eng- 
land.””1? Thomas Rudyard was paid £50,18 Rowland Vaughan £45,'® 
several K.C’s some £5 between them, and more than £50 was spent 
on “books for Parliament”. The treasurer was able to report a credit 
balance of £800. In 1683 the fund came fully under the control of the 
Yearly Meeting for the first time; three London Friends were chosen as 
trustees and eleven country Friends were appointed to audit the 
accounts, two each from the eastern, northern, western and southern 
counties, two from the Quarterly Meetings of north and south Wales and 
one from the Midlands. The annual balance gradually decreased until 
1685, and in 1686 the fund was heavily overdrawn, large sums having 
been spent that year in legal expenses.2° The Yearly Meeting author- 
ized a national collection which brought in more than £1,500. 

No direct evidence, earlier than a statement in the accounts for 1695, 
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survives to show how so large a sum of money was banked, although 
a rough note in the accounts at this time shows that W.M.”" paid 
£2,150 to one W.C. “leaving £16 9s. ofd. in the chest.” From 1695 
John Freame and Thomas Gould, goldsmiths, of Lombard Street 
were the Society’s bankers.?? On December 28th that year the Meeting 
for Sufferings banked with them £1,100 which was repayable on 
demand.** In the course of the financial year more than £700 was 
withdrawn, a hundred or two hundred pounds at a time. 

By the turn of the century the income and expenditure of the 
Yearly Meeting had settled into a steady routine. Monthly Meeting 
treasurers paid their collections to the Quarterly Meeting treasurers 
who sent the county contributions up to their correspondents in 
London. The treasurer of the Meeting for Sufferings banked the money 
as it came in-and at the next Yearly Meeting the Quarterly Meeting 
representatives checked their counties’ subscriptions against the figures 
entered in the national balance sheet. The auditors appointed each 
year to investigate these accounts took their work very seriously and 
did not allow the least slackness to pass without comment.?® 

In 1700 George Keith, now the servant of the S.P.C.K., professed 
to be alarmed by the financial strength of the Quaker Yearly Meeting. 
By allowing an average of £40 as the contribution of each of one 
hundred and fifty Monthly Meetings he estimated the income from a 
national collection at. £6,000; he added that “this sum, as they have 
occasion, they may easily double, yea and quadruple.’’** That he was 
unreasonably alarmed is clear from the figures we have quoted above, 
for although in 1695, for example, £1,100 was brought in, the collec- 
tions were never made annually in our period, as indeed Keith himself 
had made clear earlier in his tract. The resources on which the Yearly 
Meeting could rely were however always adequate to its needs, although 
they were severely tested by the extraordinary legal expenses of the 
years 1685-1687. 

We have seen earlier that before the definitive ruling of the Yearly 
Meeting of 1737, regular contribution to the funds of the local meetings 
had been used as a rough test of membership.®” An examination of 
local accounts should, in consequence, throw some light on the size 
and activities of meetings in the counties. As early as 1659 the primary 
responsibility for the relief of poor Friends was placed on the “particu- 
lar” meeting,?® and in 1668 Fox recommended that each meeting 
should appoint two treasurers “that so an account may be given to 
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THE QUAKER PUBLIC STOCKS 


anyone that may desire it.”®® Very few minute or account books of 
“particular” meetings survive from the seventeenth century. In 

Commoriwealth times it was usual to distribute immediately the whole 

of the money collected at the meeting and when, later on, some was 

carried forward, the Friend who was collector and treasurer was not 

expected to keep a permanent record of the fund. The accounts of 
Fulford Heath Meeting in Warwickshire, which are among the earliest 

of the surviving documents, show that one John Bissill was re-appointed 

collector and treasurer year after year and administered an annual 

income of six or seven pounds.” A few local meetings which enjoyed 

substantial incomes from property in the seventeenth century entered 

statements of accounts in their minute books*! but it was not until the 

early years of the eighteenth century that “particular” meeting accounts 

became common. ‘The audited balance-sheet of Warwick Meeting for’ 
the year 1718, is a fair sample of such local Quaker accounts. 

The Monthly Meeting stock was from Commonwealth times a 
much more substantial fund than that of the local meeting, for from 
it had to be provided the frugal supply for the travelling ministers, 
relief for prisoners and additional help for over-burdened “‘particular” 
meetings.*? The accounts of Bristol Men’s Meeting and those of the 
Upperside monthly meeting of Buckinghamshire are good examples 
of town and country management during our period. The first minute 
in the Bristol records refers to finance; it runs as follows: 

“20. iii. 1667. That on the next first-day Thomas Speed do signify 
to Friends in the public meeting that on the next first-day following, 
a public collection be made for the poor and other services relating to 
Truth, and that John Love and Thomas Callowhill be appointed to 
stand at the lower stairhead to receive such who shall be free to con- 
tribute to said uses and that on the day of the collection Nathaniel 
Milner do put Friends in remembrance that some at the lower stairhead 
will attend the receiving of what shall be contributed to said uses.” 

For some years the auditors reported that the Meeting was in debt 
to the treasurers® and in 1679 the Meeting found it necessary to restrict 
the use of the fund to “the three following services and none other:— 
the defraying of our public debts, and house rents, and for the relief of 
the poor.”®6 Bristol was a wealthy meeting for in 1686 its one hundred 
and eleven subscribing members gave nearly £150, some Friends 
giving as much as £5. The accounts of the thirteen “particular” 
meetings which were centred in Thomas Ellwood’s house at Hunger 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Hill reflect the modest scale of Quaker finance in a country district.3? 
In the twenty-one years from 1669-1690 the total income of the 
Monthly Meeting was £384 13s. 4d., subscribed for the most part by 
the two dozen Friends who usually signed the Meetings’ certificates of 
liberation and of marriage. Local poor relief accounts for little more 
than £70, meeting-house expenses nearly £24, outstanding loans to 
members some £18, but more than £100 was given for the relief of 
poor Quakers in other parts of the quarterly Meeting. The Monthly 
Meeting subscribed £90 towards the national stock, rather more than 
£50 for the ransom of the captives in Barbary and, in a few months 
in 1670 spent seven per cent of twenty-one years’ income in the 


successful prosecution of the informers Aris and Lacy. The Monthly | 


Meeting also distributed the income from roughly £50 of trust money.*® 
The main responsibility of the Quarterly Meeting treasurer had been 
since 1653, when John Langstaff was appointed to receive subscrip- 
tions in Durham county, to remit to headquarters the money sent in 
from the Monthly Meetings. It is not likely that a permanent record 
of these local subscriptions was thought necessary in Commonwealth 
times; the local treasurer sent a note with his collection to the county 
treasurer who in turn sent to London a note of the total from his 
“general meeting”.*® In 1659 Anthony Pearson thought it necessary 
to recommend that regular annual accounts of income and expenditure 
should be submitted by treasurers to the “general meetings”, “‘that the 
innocency of the upright may be known and all deceit prevented”’,*° 
and at a “general meeting” of Friends of the six northern counties 
held in October 1660 at Skipton, the county treasurers were asked to 
bring to the next meeting, fixed for March 7th, 1661, “their perticuler 
receits and disbursements”.4! The Quarterly Meeting accounts which 
survive belong, with a single exception, to the period after the re- 
organization of the Monthly Meetings. In 1668 Fox issed an instruc- 
- tion to “general quarterly meetings” that “whatsoever collections are 
received in town or country [are] to be set down in a book to know 
from whom received and the place from whence, and to whom dis- 
bursed and for what use—to be kept as Debtor and Creditor—that 
an account may be given if required.”4* Very few such Quarterly 
Meeting accounts survive, but the excellent records of the Meeting of 
Twelve, the finance committee of the Six Weeks’ Meeting of London, 
though probably not typical of the rest of the country, show how high 
was the standard to which other counties were expected to conform. 
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The Meetirig of Twelve was established, on a representative basis, 
in 1673 when it was agreed that one of the two members appointed by 
each ofthe six constituent Monthly Meetings of London should retire 
annually.4 The “public charges to be paid by the Twelve” were, in 
January 1675, restricted to the following items: 


i, Friends’ horses’ meat, that travel in the Ministry of Truth. 

ii. Rents of meeting-places, burying grounds, and fines for re- 
newing them, charges for writing leases, etc. 

iii. Rent and coals for the Poor. 

iv. Relieving prisoners in any prison in this city and requiting 
gaolers when they have showed kindness. 

v. Ellis Hookes’s salary. 

vi. Answers to books against Truth, given to magistrates etc., when 
approved by the Second Day’s Meeting of Friends in the 
Ministry.*4 


In 1675 the Meeting of Twelve was allowed by the Six Weeks’ Meeting 
to accept annuity money at interest from widows* and in 1677 £1,200 
was invested in a lease. After the middle sixteen hundred and eighties, 
when the Yearly Meeting fund was sufficiently well-established to be 
self-supporting, the Meeting of Twelve was no longer concerned with 
national charges, and from 1685 was often referred to by London 
Friends as “the Meeting of the Poor.’#¢ 

This brief survey of the public stocks of the Ohares emphasizes 
two aspects of the change through which their fellowship passed during 
the years from 1650 to 1690. During the Commonwealth the centre 
of gravity of the national finances was in a local fund with headquarters 
at Kendal; after the Restoration it passed by way of the finance com- . 
mittee of the London Quakers to a committee of the Yearly Meeting. 
Not less significant was the shift from the personal leadership of 
Margaret Fell to corporate management by the Meeting for Sufferings, 
whose transactions were scrutinized by representatives of Friends 
throughout England and Wales. 
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NOTES 


? For the Kendal fund (165 4-7) see Journal of the Friends’ Historical Society, Vol. VI, 
PP- 49-52, 82-5, 127-8; the accounts of the National Stock from 1679 are in the Friends’ 
Reference Library; there are up and down the country forty-six sets of Monthly Meeting 
accounts and fourteen of Quarterly Meeting accounts. 

* See Swarthmore MSS, VII, 137, endorsed “G.F. has writen: to frendes in the north.” 

% See Swarthmore MSS, II, 20, endorsed by Fox “from the North to the South at a 
Men’s Meeting about 1656, from Skipton Meeting in Yorkshire.” 

4 See Thirnbeck MSS. I and Portfolio IX, 68. 

5 See Swarthmore I, 397. .cf. Cambridge Journal (1911), Vol. Il, p. 337: 

6 See Epistles of the Yearly Meeting (1858), Vol. I, p. xxix. 

? See Swarthmore MSS., VII, 111. 

8 See S.P. Dom. Cal., 1661-2, p. 263. 

“®See Register Book of Longford Monthly Meeting for this letter dated London, 
13. iv. 1671. 5 

10 See Yearly Meeting Minutes, Vol. I, fol. 6. 

11 From this time forward entries of collections for the national stock are found in 
increasing numbers in Monthly and Quarterly Meeting minute books, e.g. Upperside of 
Bucks, iii, 1673, £17 6s. 9d.; ix 1676, £14 7s. 3d.; cf. Newbury and Oare, 21. v. 1676 
and 15. vi. 1679, and Norwich Men’s Meeting, 14. ii. 1679 and vi. 1679, etc. 

12 See Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, 8. i. 1677. 

13 See Minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, 12, ii.1677, 

14 See Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, fols 96 and 100; as late as February, 
1680, the Meeting for Sufferings had to decide how to distribute money from the quarterly 
meetings which had not been ear-marked; one-half was given to the captives, the other 
to the national stock; see Minutes, 26. xii. 1679. 

16 See Chapter 11. 

18 Tn October ,1680, William Meade, who was treasurer of the captives’ fund, reported 
to the Meeting for Sufferings a total of £1,100 in hand, of which the meeting immediately 
allocated £930 towards the redemption of ten captives; between August, 1679, and 
October, 1680, a total of £5,000 was received at the Quaker headquarters from the 
country for the national stock and the captives. 

17 See Chapter v1, p. 85. - 

18 See minutes of Meeting for Sufferings, 14. xi, 1680. 

19 See ibid., 11. xii. 1680. 

*0 The annual totals of expenditure were: : 


1679-1680 .. £135 10s. 1d. 1683-1684 .. £123 3s. &d. 

1680-1681 .. £311 17S. 3d. 1684-1685 .. £176 tas. 74d. 
1681-1682 .. £141 9s. 4d. 1685-1686 .. £692 10s. ofd.* 
1682-1683 .. £246 18s. ofd. 1686-1687 .. £760 14s. 3}d.* 


* The increase was mainly “for the expense of noli prosequi on the statute 
of £20 a month and for other reliefs at law’’. 

21 Possibly William Meade or William Mackett. 

22 Possibly William Chandler. 

23 In 1741 the firm appears in the accounts as Freame and Barclay. 

24 See MSS. Accounts, Vol. I, fol. 42. See Appendix C for the Yearly Meeting Accounts, 

. 1695-6. 

2 See minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. III, fol. 187. 

28 See George Keith, 4n Account of the Quakers’ Politics, 1700, p. 38. 

% See Chapter m1, p. 43. Contributions from apostates were returned; e.g. John 
Pennyman’s gift towards the building of Gracechurch Street Meeting House; see Minutes 
of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, 23. viii. 1671. 

28 See Epistles of the Yearly Meeting (1858), Vol. I, p. xxxiii. : 

*® See Epistle copied into the Minutes of Swarthmore Monthly Meeting, Vol. I, 
towards the end. 

30 Warwickshire Quarterly Meeting MSS., 230. 
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THE QUAKER PUBLIC STOCKS 


51 Kingston Meeting owned nineteen acres in 1677, paid £20 for more land in 1678 
and in 1693 put out £40 at interest; and in 1730 acquired more land at a cost of £70. 
See Beck and-Ball, London Friends’ Meetings (1869), p. 313. 

32 Bevan*Naish MSS. 2751, xii. The collection paper for Warwick Meeting for the 
year 1714 contains the names of fifteen men and eight women Friends whose contribu- 
tions ranged from 1s. 6d. to 1d. a month, The total collection for the year, £5 11s. 4d., 
was spent in poor relief. Bevan-Naish MSS. 2751, ix. 

33 See Anthony Pearson’s letter in Yearly Meeting Epistles (1858), Vol. 1, pp. xxxiii- 
xxxiv; cf. Hugh Tickell’s evidence before the justices in S.P. Dom. Cal. 1661-2, p. 263, 
for a contemporary Quaker’s account of the purposes of a monthly meeting collection. 

34 See Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. I, fol. 1. 

S'Tbid:, $013 Fok 

36 Tbid., fol. 80 r. 

37 ‘The account book of the Upperside Monthly Meeting covers the years 1689-1751. 
I have taken the figures for the years 1669-89 from the Monthly Meeting Minute Book. 

38 The accounts include a shilling a month for the stable man who looked after Friends’ 
horses, five shillings a year for the maid at Hunger Hill and an occasional payment of 
£1 os. od. for the Deputy Clerk of the Peace! 

3° See Swarthmore MSS. II, 17. 

49 See Yearly Meeting Epistles (1858), Vol. I, p. xxxiv. 

41 The letter was intercepted by the Government; see S.P. Dom. Cal.-1660-1, p. 310. 
The next meeting was, in fact, held at Kendal in November, 1661 (see Yearly Meeting 


Epistles (1858), Vol. I, p. xxxvi) and ordered the collection through which Hugh Tickell 


became involved with the magistrates; see S.P. Dom. Cal. 1661-2, p. 263. 

42 See Register Book 969 (Longford Monthly Meeting). 

43 See Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, fol. 13. 

44 Tbid., Vol. I, fol. 23. In 1679 a sub-committee of three men and six women were 
appointed to draw bills to supply Quaker ministers, especially those going overseas. 
See ibid., Vol. I, fol. 100, 

45 See Chapter 11. : 

46 See, for example, the minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings, Vol. IV, fol. 160. 


Sen ree wie 


01 ai Sinai oom 4 
tk Wo too @ ts 


aia 702 plies Lia 
Saiceiee seortur 


4p as $2) pay 


~-thigenx padre A .ln¥ 
pin nile pred. 


) i 1 4 40Y ‘ae ‘ied eh 
» at i vr ha nt, 40 4/999") ie 


: “CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
‘THE QUAKERS AND YOUTH 


“And be careful how that you set your feet amongst the tender plants 
that is springing yup out of God’s earth, lest you hurt them, or tread 
upon them or crush them or bruise them in God’s vineyard.” 


HE Quaker Yearly Meetings for nearly three centuries have drawn 
attention to the welfare of young people more frequently than 
any other topic. The annual epistles during our period emphasize 


especially the responsibility of parents, the need for careful supervision 


of apprenticeship and the provision of sound education, centred in 
Scripture instruction which would, it was hoped, lead to personal 
religious experience. 

The duties of parents and children were set out in the earliest general 
epistle, that issued from Balby in 1656: “that children obey their parents 
in the Lord; and that parents provoke not their children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the nurture and fear of the Lord, walking before 
them as good examples, in gravity and godliness.”? The Quakers 
stressed the mutual relationship of parents and children, laying as much 
emphasis on the parents’ duty to act “as in God’s light and presence” 
as on the children’s duty of loving obedience.’ Parents were, however, 
earnestly warned of the danger of “admonishing with a foolish pity 
and overlooking things with a feigned indulgence, for in that way 
you may lose your children from the Life eternal.”4 To the Women’s 
Meetings especially was given the general oversight of the upbringing 
of the children of the Meeting, “for they are oft-times more amongst 
them than the ‘men, and may prevent many things that may fall out 
and many times they may make or mar their children in their 
education.” . . 

As the years passed denunciations of “the libertine and wanton 
spirit that lusteth after the vain customs and fashions of the World® 
became more frequent than encouragement of the pastoral work among 
young people which was fostered by many Meetings. The Yearly 
Meeting of 1731 instructed the elders to visit parents who did not save 
their children from contamination by evil example and vicious, corrupt 
practices,’ when they might with greater profit have commended the 
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THE QUAKERS AND YOUTH 


steady constructive work of a few Quarterly Meeting who had for 
some years held special gatherings for the “encouragement” of their 
childreri and servants.® 

The local records show that the responsibility for the maintenance 
and education of orphans and the children of poor Friends was cheer- 
fully borne, most Quakers feeling with Fox that “what you do give 
to the breeding and nursing and relieving of children, you do it to 
the heritage of the Lord, and the Lord hath many adopted sons.””® To 
those murmurers who objected to contributing towards the support 
of the large families of poor Quakers Fox wrote: “And what if you 
that have no children should do so? It would be but a cross to the 
grumbling and murmuring self which many times has no children and 
is discontent with the poor that have many; that will be a happy day 
when they come to nurse Christ’s chickens, doves, lambs, babes and 
little children.”!° 

George Fox’s “opening”, in 1646, that a university education did 
not, by itself, qualify a man to be a Christian minister was so often 
construed by opponents as a denial of the usefulness of schooling in 
general that it is necessary to say that the Quakers gave a great deal 
of time and thought to the provision of sound education for their 
children, The Friends’ view of education may be stated in the follow- 
ing note written by Fox in 1679: “I would not have any to think that 
I deny or am against schools for teaching children the natural tongues 
and arts whereby they may do natural things; but all natural tongues 
and languages upon the earth make no more than natural men; and 
the natural man knows not the things of God; and therefore all must 
come to the spiritual school of Christ.’”’!. 

During the Commonwealth Quakers were mainly concerned in 
their general meetings to advise members to provide for the education 
of the children of poor Friends! and there is no evidence that Meetings 
took the initiative in establishing schools, though Quaker school- 
masters opened private schools with the help of Friends in the neigh- 
bourhood. Freedom to “keep school” came to an end when, by the 
Act of Uniformity of 1662,!8 conformity to the Anglican liturgy 
became a compulsory qualification for schoolmasters, but even im- 
prisonment did not deter some enthusiastic teachers. The Quaker 
prisoners confined in Ilchester jail in Somerset in 1662 opened a free 
school for any local boys who cared to come and at the end of a month 
were teaching reading, writing and casting accounts to seventy non-— 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Quaker scholars; their activity was brought to an end after a short 
time at the instance of the priest.14 The Act of 1662 could not have 
been wholly effectual in suppressing Quaker schools, for in 1663 Fox 
issued his “directions to Schoolmasters of Children” in which he gave 
advice about the conduct of lessons,!® and in 1665 further penalties 
were imposed on persons who kept schools within five miles of a 
corporate town without having taken the oath set out in the Act. 
There is ample evidence in the records of episcopal visitations!” and 
in the Quarterly Meeting “books of sufferings” that this Act was 
rigorously enforced. 

New schools were established, however, in spite of these Acts. In 
1668 Fox set up one for boys at Waltham Abbey and one for girls 
at Shacklewell!® and by 1671 there were at least fifteen Quaker boarding 
schools under the care of Quarterly Meetings. In 1674 the Six Weeks’ 
Meeting, prompted by Fox, opened a school in Devonshire House, 
Bishopsgate, with Richard Richardson, a good classical scholar, in 
charge.4® London Friends provided schooling free of charge for poor 
children, who were taught Latin, Reading and Writing. Richardson 
was granted the use of the “Lower Room” at Devonshire House and 
was allowed to take private pupils at their parents’*expense.”° 

The history of the foundation of Quaker day and boarding schools 
in the Bristo} district is typical of educational activity in other Quar- 
terly Meetings. In 1669 Bristol Friends were negotiating with one 
John Toppin, who was offered £10 a year for teaching poor children 
and allowed the use of the Meeting Room, “provided that he be careful 
to have it made clean and ready for meetings every week.” There is 
no evidence that the school was opened before 1674 when Lawrence 
Steele was given the use “of the Voyd Roome over our Meeting House 
for a school room”. After ten years of sound work he died in 1684, 
soon after his release from imprisonment under the Act of 1665. He 
was succeeded by Patrick Logan, “‘a good scholar and an apt School- 
master to instruct youth in Latin”, who was followed by hisson James, 
an M.A. of Edinburgh, who emigrated to Philadelphia in 1699, later 
to become Chief Justice of Pennsylvania. Alexander Arscott, an 
Oxford M.A., carried on the Bristol Friends’ School until the end of 
our period.? 

The epistles of the “circular” Yearly Meetings of the western coun- 
ties in 1695 and 1696 show a deep and widespread concern for education, 


and in the latter year, to meet the shortage of trained teachers, ‘He’ 
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THE QUAKERS AND YOUTH 


Meeting recommended the constituent Quarterly Meetings “to take 
care to find out some poor lads amongst Friends that might be capable 
of being put to some able schoolmaster in a few years to instruct their’ ~ 
youth,””22 

In 1698 Somerset Quarterly Meeting at two successive gatherings 
discussed the foundation of a boarding school for the county at Sidcot 
and decided to guarantee £20 a year for two years to encourage a 
suitable master. Of the first candidate the Clerk recorded that “Friends 
on enquiry do think fit to waive making use of him,” but in. 1699 
William Jenkins of Hertford was appointed at a salary of £30 a year, 
with an additional £9 a head for boarders. His “trivium” consisted | 
of Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, at twenty shillings a year’and 
his “‘quadrivium” of Greek, Latin, and Advanced Arithmetic and 
Calligraphy at thirty shillings. The Quarterly Meeting paid some £30 
for building a school house at Sidcot and at the end of the first year 
William Jenkins had received in fees all but seventeen shillings and 
threepence of the £30 guaranteed. After the midsummer Quarterly 
Meeting of 1702, when the Master received some £5 for equipment, 
no further financial support was necessary. Jenkins was a generous 
man who taught the children of poor Friends free of charge, the Month- 
ly Meetings paying for their “tabling”. In 1708 the Quarterly Meeting 
was able to report to the Yearly Meeting the Presence, in their boarding 
school of boys whose parents were not Quakers, “in so much that many 
people who are of different persuasions send their children to table at 
the Friends’ School and allow them to go to Meetings constantly.” 

The Quakers as a body made some progress in the reform of the 
content of Latin teaching. Not the least interesting part of The Battle- 
dore®® is the final section in which current Latin school books were 
condemned. This earnest question, put to the readers of the primer 
Pueriles Confabulatiunculae is typical also of the Quakers’ view of 
Ovid’s De Arte Amandi or of Richard Bernard’s translation of Terence: 
“Friend, is this a fit book to be taught in schools and to be translated 
for the use of Children, that’ sstuffed up with such cursed and unsavoury 
speeches?’’?4 

In 1670, at a conference of Quakers interested in teaching, the use 
of “heathenish authors” was condemned and Ellis Hookes and George 
Fox were asked to prepare a “primer and catechism” for use in Friends’ 
Schools. The little text-book, which was published in the course of — 
the year, included a Scripture catechism, English and Hebrew vocabu- 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


laries and arithmetical tables. In 1676 Christopher Taylor translated it 
as Institutiones Pietatis and added an excellent Latin grammar. After 
a thorough course of rote learning the pupil reached the pages headed 
“Lectio Puer”, with English and Latin versions printed in parallel 
columns, and verbs in italic and adjectives also marked to make trans- 
lation easier for the unlearned, whether pupil or master. 

In 1677 a second conference of Quaker teachers was convened by 
the Six Weeks’ Meéting in London to discuss the teaching of Latin 
and Greek,®> which encouraged Christopher Taylor, with some help 
from John Matern, a refugee from Silesia?® and from Matern’s father- 
in-law, one Hilarius Prache, to publish in 1679 his Compendium: Trium 
Linguarum*’ in which passages for translation are taken from the Scrip- 


tures instead of from the classics.28 By the end of our period nearly 


sixty books had been published for Quaker children, half of them 
text books and half books of advice, of which Penn’s Fruits of a 
Father's Love is the outstanding example. Seven books telling of the 
“Fruits of Early Piety” recorded for the encouragement of youth the 
last words of those who died young. 

Much might be written of the services of the scores of learned and 
able men who taught young Quakers during our period. Their prob- 
lems were summed up in these words by John Kelsall, who in 1700 
was appointed schoolmaster at Dolobran: “I question whether there 
is any other calling amongst men that needeth a more qualified temper 
and a greater stock of patience; .. . he must take account of the divers 
tempers, capacities and inclinations of children, and the humours, 
expectations and indulgences of parents, all which a poor schoolmaster 
is expected to gratify.”2® These men were liable to be “haled before 
a Bishop’s Court for keeping school and put to a very great deal of 
inconvenience”’,®° until in 1709 Richard Claridge, with the help of the 
’ Meeting for Sufferings, took his case to the King’s Bench, where Lord 


Chief Justice Holt directed the jury favourably. They found “that: 


the defendant taught any young persons who would come to be taught 
and he taught his scholars openly and notoriously in the view of all 
persons who had occasion to resort to his said house and we find that 
the defendant is a Quaker and no popish recusant, and as to the rest 
nil debet.”*! Quaker schoolmasters were still prosecuted in episcopal 
courts and threatened with excomminication, but after this case they 
always appealed successfully to the King’s Bench. 

The supervision of apprentices was a duty laid on Quaker Meetings 
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THE QUAKERS AND YOUTH 


as early as 1656. The statute governing apprenticeship®® contains no 
reference to religious disabilities but the Horsham epistle of 1659% 
suggests that some children and servants were “turned out of their 
families and places . . . for the Truth’s sake”. Whenever possible the 
masters and mistresses chosen by the Meetings were themselves 
Quakers, who could be disciplined by the local Friends if they used 
their apprentices and servants unfairly. The records of Peel Meeting*# 
in London provide an excellent example of the care taken by a Monthly 
Meeting to supervise the welfare of its apprentices. The names of 
sixty, forty-one boys and nineteen girls, are recorded during the forty- 
four years between 1671 and 1715. A typical entry runs: 


29 8 1673 John Bradford put to Andrew Sowle, £5. 0. 0 
mo a printer, given with him. ; 


Apprentices who had served their time were not granted their free- 
dom because they would not swear but this.did not prevent them from 
taking apprentices in their turn. In the case of Nicholas Comfret, for 
example, the Mayor and Court of Aldermen of the City of Norwich 
“showed themselves moderate in his behalf and told him a way how 
he might take an apprentice without being free.” 

Each county was expected to raise an “apprentices’ stock” from 
which the masters of poor Friends’ children might be paid and since 
country towns offered a variety of trades at cheaper rates than London 
and the larger towns, Friends were encouraged to find places within 
the local Quarterly Meeting.®* Apprenticeship to crafts and “honest” 
trades was preferred to “such trades as require great stocks to set them 
up when out of their time,” and Irish Friends, in particular, had a 
“concern” against binding youths to merchants.*? The placing of 
apprentices was primarily part of the responsibility for the welfare of 
the poor carried by the Women’s Meetings,** who supplied the boys 
and girls with their outfits and corresponded on their behalf with the 
Monthly Meetings to which the masters and mistresses belonged. 

Apprentices and servants were closely supervised by their Meetings 
until their training was finished, and as girls out of service were liable 
to be sent to the “house of PC cveasdoa”, the Quakers ‘‘eldered” those 
girls who left without permission the situations found for them by the 
Meeting.®® Young men and women were constantly warned in “epistles 
of caution to the youth” against “becoming entangled in their affec- 
tions one with another in their nonage” and Masters were held res- 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


ponsible if their apprentices “shall make any overtures or offers to’ 


any young women.’’4° 
The Quakers’ interest in youth was essentially a religious “concern”. 


They were certain that the preservation of young people “in the way - 


of true religion and godliness was of much greater moment to their 
happiness, both in this life and in that which is to come, than anything 
else their parents were able to do for them.”*! That the boys and girls 
responded to the lead’ their parents gave when persecution raged is 
demonstrated by their maintenance of Quaker Meetings when the 
older members were in prison. It is not necessary to repeat here the 
stories of the children of Reading and Bristol Meetings, or to write of 
Elizabeth Braithwaite who died in Kendal jail at the age of eighteen 
rather than pay her “Sunday shillings”. The early years of the eight- 
eenth century provide perhaps a more exacting test of the value of 
Quaker religious education, but the evidence suggests that to young 
people growing up in a more tolerant age religion might still be a 
vivid personal experience. 
They attended the “retired Meetings”, they appointed representa- 
tives to raise subscriptions out of the weekly wages of “‘young men 
and maiden Friends” toward the building of a new meeting-house, 
and they were invited by the Men’s and Women’s Meetings for disci- 
pline to join them in their weighty discussions. Their thorough 
schooling in the stories of the Old and New Testaments, the daily 
attendance at family Bible reading, and the two Meetings for Worship 
every week, the practice of private prayer and of quiet meditation in 
the country all helped to deepen their responsiveness to God 
and to enhance their sense of responsibility towards others in 
the community. Like earnest young people today they met in small 
groups for discussion and like them, from time to time, one and another 
felt the power of God break into his life. Two short ‘haragaphe from 
the Journal of John Kelsall written at the age of eighteen when he was 
a pupil-teacher at Penketh show that some young Quakers were still 
learning to know God “experimentally”. The first was written after 
staying with an uncle in Westmorland for a short holiday: “It was about 
this time that one First-day after Meeting, being retired alone on the 
mountains, I met wonderfully with the breaking Power and Presence 
of the Lord, far beyond what I am able to express; it was indeed a time 
of great love and high favour.” A few months later he was at Pen- 
keth. “After I had been here a little while,” he wrote in his diary, “it 
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THE QUAKERS AND YOUTH 


pleased the Lord to draw me with some of my school-fellows into a 
particular society and nearness of mind and heart together and we 
were concerned often to walk in the fields together and there wait upon 
the Lord [Who] was pleased many times to break in wonderfully upon 
us and tender our hearts together.’’43 


NOTES 


? George Fox in an epistle to Wainfleet Monthly Meeting, in Register Book 8258, 
Somerset House. 

* See A. R. Barclay, Letters etc. of Early Friends (1841), p. 279. 

® See e.g. the epistle from Somerset Quarterly Meeting held at Ilchester in 1668, in 
the Minutes of Bristol Men’s Meeting, Vol. II, fol. 11. 

4 See Sundry Ancient Epistles, fol. 60, for this letter from Fox, written about 1674. 

5 See Fox’s epistle to the Women’s Meetings in Epistles (1698), p. 371. 

® See Christian and Brotherly Advices, under “Children’’, fol. 19, 

? See ibid., fol. 19, under 1731. 

8 See Minutes of the Yearly Meeting, Vol. III, fol. 90. The following extract is from 
a paper of caution shown to the heads of all Quaker families in Bristol Meeting: “.. . 
as divers boys and young men too frequently in Meeting time makes excuse to go forth 
of the Meeting, and when out are often guilty of not only folly and wanton practices 
but sometimes mischievous also . . . Friends must not take it hard if they find their 
children or servants in Bridewell for such offence, since the Government is strict in this 
case for the suppression of vice and looseness.” See Letters of Discipline, No. 173, in 
Bristol MSS., Vol. 139. 

® See G. Fox, Gospel-Truth Demonstrated (1706), p. 875. 

10 Thid., 876. 

11 See George Fox, 4 Demonstration to the Christians in Name (1679), in Gospel-Truth 
Demonstrated (1706), p. 653. 

12 See e.g. the Durham Epistle of 1659, in Epistles from the Yearly Meeting (1858), 
Vol. I, p. xxxiii. 

13 y4 Charles II, c. 4. 

14 See Book of Sufferings for the County of Somerset, Friends’ Reference Library. 

15 See Swarthmore MSS. VII, fol. 170. 

16 17 Charles II, c. 2. 

17 See Journal of the Friends’ Historical Society, Vol. Il, p. 98, for extracts from the 
Bishop of Chester’s Visitation, 1665; sometimes the offender is described as ludimgru, 
presumably ludimagistrum. 

18 See Cambridge Journal, Vol. Il, p. 119; and Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, 
Vol. I, fol. 66, for a loan of £50 to Jane Bullock, the principal of the Shacklewell School. 

19 See Journal of the Friends’ Historical Society, Vol. VII, fol. 73. 

20 The Six Weeks’ Meeting guaranteed the salary of £20 per annum; the Six Monthly 
Meetings provided £2 each and the Women’s Mecting £8. A committee of six was 
appointed to “encourage the Master”. 

21 See Francis A. Knight, 4 History of Sidcot School (1908), passim. 

22 Gilbert Thompson, of Penketh, trained teachers for Quaket ‘schools in England, 
Wales and Ireland. 

23 See supra Chapter XI. a 

24 Other text-books quoted are T. Draxe, Bibliotheca Scholastica Instructissima, and 
J. Clark, Phraseologia Puerilis Anglo-Latina. 

25 See Minutes of the Six Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I, fol. 68. 

6 See ibid., Vol. I, under 30. i. 1675. ’ - 

27 Compendium Trium Linguarum Latinae, Graecae et Hebraicae in usum Studiosae et 
Christianae Juventutis, 1679. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


*8 In 1675 the Six Weeks’ Meeting instructed Christopher Taylor and Thomas Rud- 
yard to prepare for the children at the Devonshire House School a book for teaching 
“Court hands, Lawyers’ Latin, etc., the better to enable them to read a writ and other 
law processes.” See Minutes, Vol. i fol. 24. 

20 See John Kelsall Journal, fol. 56, in the Friends’ Reference Library. 

30 See Book of Cases, II, fol. 158. 

31 Tbid., fols. 178-80. 

82 5 Elizabeth, c. 4: 

33 Portfolio xxxvi, 3. 


*4See “An Account of Apprentices put forth by Friends of the Peel Quarter, com- 
mencing from the year 1671,’, in the Friends’ Reference Library. 

3° See Norwich Sufferings, fol. 60. 

36 “For in the country ye know ye may set forth an apprentice for a little to bapiel 
trades, as bricklayers, masons, carpenters, wheelwrights, ploughwrights, tailors, tanners, 
curriers, blacksmiths, shoemakers, nailers, butchers, weavers of linen and woolen stuffs 
and serges, etc.” Fox in Journal (1891), Vol. Il, p. 119. cf. Epistles (1698), p. 310. 

37 See e.g. their epistle to London Yearly Meeting, 1701, in Minutes of the Yearly 
Meeting, Vol. II, fol. 339. 

38 See the epistle of George Fox in “Letters, Dreams and Visions’, fol. 19 (1677), 

39 See e.g. Minutes of Norwich Men’s Meeting, 14. X. 1670, and Minutes of the Six 
Weeks’ Meeting, Vol. I. fol. 9. 

40 See e.g. the epistle in the Minutes of Norwich Men’s Meeting, 12. v. 1697. 

41 See “Christian and Brotherly Advices”, fol. 25, under 1735. 

42 See John Kelsall, “A Journal of the Chief Passages, Concerns, and Exercises of 


My Life’, fol. 33, in the Friends’ Reference Library. 
a8 Ibid., fol. 33. 
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CONCLUSION 


T has hitherto been held that the Quaker system of Church govern- 

ment was in the main the work of George Fox whose “ecclesiastical 
legislation” in 1669 provided the Society with an organization which 
has continued unchanged to the present day. In the light of the fore- 
going studies it may be suggested that this view! needs to be modified. 

In the advices which Fox circulated in 1669 he was concerned to 
lay on the Monthly Meetings full responsibility for the oversight of 
discipline. His statement that “the least member in the Church hath 
an office and is serviceable and every member hath need one of another’, 
now regarded as the proof-text for his belief in a nation-wide spiritual 
democracy, was intended to refer to these local meetings. The wider 
application of the dictum is due to the editorial work of Thomas EIl- 
wood, who printed among the epistles of George Fox of 1669, an 
expanded version of the original “advices” which epitomized the 
Quaker discipline as it was in 1698.2 

In 1669 Quaker Church government was in the hands of groups of 
representatives of local meetings who were advised by the Public _ 
Friends, the Ministers who met in London. There was at this time no 
hierarchy of Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly Meetings of “deputies” 
and no national executive committee and there was nothing in this 
loose federation of local “general” meetings to ensure that the Quaker 
fellowship would stand the shocks which lay ahead. The organization 
of George Fox cannot by itself account for the contrast between the 
fortunes of the Quakers and those of the Baptists, whose organization 
was on similar lines. 

The system of Church government which the Quakers used in 
1738 was, in fact, evolved in the years immediately following 1675. 
It is a by-product of the fight for legal protection against persecution. 
The original name of the Yearly Meeting, the “geheral meeting for 
sufferings”, and the surviving title of the Society’s executive committee 
both testify to their origin in an ‘ad hoc’ arrangement made to meet a 
pressing need. The new system was based on the county meeting, 
the most useful for the purposes of legal proceedings and the sessions 
of the executive committee in London were timed to fit in with the 
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Law terms. For some years the Yearly Meeting was mainly concerned 
with reports of imprisonments and appeals for funds for legal expenses. 
This new hierarchy of meetings was perfectly adapted to providing 
legal assistance to members of “particular” meetings all over England 
and Wales but it was not an integral part of Fox’s fellowship of Month- 
ly Meetings of 1669. It was concerned neither with the Ministry nor 
with discipline; its concern was not spiritual but physical release. 

By 1682 the leading Quakers had discovered that the system which 
had been devised to answer the queries of country Quakers about legal 
redress was equally serviceable for putting to them queries about the 

. practice of Quakerism in most of the concerns of daily life. Wisely 
used, the new system might have been the means of strengthening the 
religious life of the Society but this was not its original purpose and 
in fact it did not maintain either a warm fellowship or a vigorous 
ministry. It proved instead an admirable device for maintaining 
Christian behaviour at a uniformly high standard. 


NOTES 


1 cf. John S. Rowntree, in Present Day Papers, Vol. III, pp. 179, 180; W. C. Braith- 
waite, The Second Period of Quakerism (1921), pp. 255, 256; T. Edmund Harvey, in George 
Fox, Some Modern Appreciations (1925), p. 21. 

2 The Ellwood version in A Collection of ... the Epistles of George Fox (1698), pp- 
276~93, may be compared with the MS. “Epistles and Advices of George Fox to Birming- 
ham Friends”, in the Bevan-Naish collection at Woodbrooke; it is printed in Appendix A. 
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APPENDIX A 


as 


THE EPISTLES AND ADVICES OF GEORGE FOX TO 


BIRMINGHAM FRIENDS, 168r 


Tue following disciplinary “advices” are taken from the MS. in the Bevan- 
Naish Collection at Woodbrooke, Birmingham. An amended version was 
published in 1698 by Thomas Ellwood in A collection of Many Select and 
Christian Epistles, Letters and Testimonies, written by . . . George Fox, 


Pp: 276-93. 


3dly. 


4thly. 


Ffrindes ffelowship must be in the spirrit and all ffrinds must know 
on(e) another in ye spirit & power of god, 


. In all ye meetings of ye county, 2 or 3 being gathered ffrom ym to 


goe to ye generall meeting for to give notise on(e) to another if 
there be any yt walke not in ye truth & have bin convinced & gone 
from truth, & soe dishonered god yt som man be ordred from ye 
meeting to goe & exhort such & bring into ye generall meeting. 
what they say. 


if any yt profess ye truth yt ffollows pleasure drunkenness gameinge 
or is not ffaithful in theire callings 8& dealings nor honest nor just 
but runes into debt & so brings a scandall upon ye truth ffrindes 
may give notice to ye generall meeting if there be any such & som 
may be ordered to goe & exhort such & bring in their answer ye 
next generall meeting. 


if any goe disorderly together in marriage & contrary to ye practise 
of ye holy men of god & asembly of ye rightous in all ages, who 
declared it in ye assembly of ye rightous, when they took on(e) 
another (all things being cleare) & they both being free from any 
other. & when they doe goe together & take one another, let there 
be noe less yn a dozen of frinds & relations present (according to 
your former order) having firs aquainted ye mens meeting & ye 
particuler church whereof they are members. and they have clear- 
nesse & unyty with ym & yt it may be recorded ina booke according 
to ye word & commandment of ye Lord & such if any walk contrary 
to ye order of truth herein, Let som be ordered to speak to ym & 
give notice thereof to ye next generall meeting. 


And all yt.be widows (wch have children) & doe intend to marry 
Let queary be made what shee have don for her children (if there 
be noe will made) then Let such part of her Last or Jate husbands 
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estate be set out for ye children as is equall & according to truth & 
what they can do more affterwards let ym doe alsoe, & where there 
is a will made, let those legacies & portions be improved & secured 
(before marriage) for the children of ye deceased with what more 
they can do for ym & yn when these things are done Let ym be 
recorded in a booke at ye next generall meeting. 


[See Ellwood Epistles (1698) p 286] 

And alsoe all widdows, in all your severall meetings let ym be taken 
notice of, informed & incouraged in their outward business, yt there 
be not any hindrance to ym in their inward groth & soe carefully 
Looked affter, yt they may be norished & cherished & so preserved 
in ye truth yt love may be increased & if they have any children to 
put out aprentice, or servants yt may be a burthen to ym to bring 
up, yn let frinds take care to ease ym, by putting ym forth as may 
be seen meet; Let all these thinges be Looked into by every meeting 


& notice thereof be given to ye next generall meeting & yn som — 


ordred to see yt althings be don according to truthe & Righteousness. 


[See Ellwood Epistles p 277] 

And all such as marry by ye priests of ball who are ye rough hands 
of Esaw & fists of wickednesse & bloudy hands & whoe have had 
their hands in ye blood of our Bretheren & who are ye cause of all 
this Banishment of our Bretheren & have spoyled sd many of their 
goods casting into prison & keeps many hundreds at this day. All 
such as goes to ym for wifes or husbands must com to Judgment & 
condemnation, of yt Spirit yt leads ym to ball & of balls preists 
spirit also, or else ffrinds yt keeps their habitations, must write 
against them & ball both. 

for from Genises to ye revelations you never read of any preists yt 
married people, but it is gods ordinance; & whom god Joyns to- 
gether, lett noe man putt asunder it is not whom ye preists Joynes 
togeather Lett noe man pur asunder. & they tooke on(e) another in 
ye asembly of ye rightous, who in all things were cleare. therefore 
lett all these things be inquiered into & brought to ye generall 
meeting & “all these before they or any of them be left as heathens 
or ritten against. let them be 3 or 4 times gone to yt they may have 
gospell order, for yt if it be possible they may com to yt which at 
first did convince ym to condemn their unrighteous doeings yt yee 
might not Leave a hoofe in Egypt. 


[omitted:in Ellwood Epistles (1698)] 

And alsoe all such as weares their hatts when ffrinds prayes & are 

gotten into ye old rotten principle of ye ranters whoe sets up ye 
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wearing theirof in oposition to ye power of god & hearein upholds 
it wth condemned by it, & ye power of god is gon over it & ym 
who are ranted from ye truth & have stopt many who were coming 
into it yt ye very world can say, you are in confusion & divided & 
gon from your first principle who first said you are of on(e) hart 
and minde & one soule & therefore that spirritt must be cutt of by 
ye sword of ye spirrite of ye Lord, yt they may com to yt which 
at first did convince ym & notice must be given to ye generall meet- 
ing of all these things & from thence some must be ordered to goe 
to exort ym yt be in such things to com to ye first principles yt did ~ 
at first convince ym yt they may com over such things & frinds 
must stand by in ye noble seed of god to Judge ye world & all ye 
fallen angels. 


And in all your meetings, lett notice be given to ye generall meeting 
of all ye poore and when yee have heard that there is many more 
poore belongs to one meeting than to another ye meeting thereby 
burdened & oppressed, let the Rest of the meetings assist & help 
ym, so that ye may ease one another and help to beare one anothers 
burdens & so fullfill ye Law of Christ and to see that nothing be 
lacking acording to the apostles words (mark) nothing lacking; yn 
all is well, for the Jewes outward though they were as ye stars of 
heaven & as the sand of the sea yet there was not to be a begger 
amongst ym acording to ye Law of god amongst the Christians in 
the first age there was a man’s meeting set up at Jerusalem to see 
that nothing was lacking, which was the gospell order acording to 
the law of Jesus. 

And this continued as long as they lived in the spirit life and power 
of god but when the apostacy came in yn the true Church fled into 
the wilderness who was to continue there 1260 dayes & the witness 
prophesied in sackcloth 1260 dayes yn the beast was worshiped just 
soe longe 1260 dayes and then all things whent out of order, every- 
thing was wanting in ye time they worshipped the dragon and the 
beast; yn the divell made the world like a wilderness. now the 
judgment of ye great whore is come, and of the beast and with ym 
the falls prophets and the dragon, who shall be cast alive into the. 
lake of fire. and the true Church come up out of the wilderness and 
the man child wch was caught up into heaven come down againe 
to rule all nations with a rod of iron. then the marage of the Lamb 
is come and the lamb and the saints shall have the victory and the 
everlasting gospell (up?) shall be preached againe (as) was amongst 
the apostles; and the gospell order shall be set up as was amongst 
ym; and a mans meting as was at the first conversion & soe that 
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nothing be lacking in the Church; then all is well, so there is not 
to be a beger now among the Christians, acording to the Law of 


Jesus, as there is not to be a beggar among the Jews acording to 
the law of god. 


[See Ellwood Epistles (1698) p 281] 

And all so all men yt hunt after women from woman to woman; and 
also all women whose affections runs sometimes after one man and 
soon after another and so holds one another in afection and so draws 
out the afection one of another; and after awhile leaves one another 
and goes to others and does the same things and this doings makes 
more like Soddom then saints &-is not of gods moving nor joyning 
when they are not to be parted, for marage is gods ordenance and 
gods comand one to another yt in that they follo the power of god. 


[See Ellwood Epistles (1698) p 290.] 

And that notice be taken of all evill speakers backbiters and slan- 
derers & foolish talkers and Idle Jesters for all these things corrupts 
good maners and is not according to the saints and holy ones whose 
words are seasoned with salt ministring grace to the hearers. 


And all such who are tale carriers and Raylers whose word is to 
sow desentions are to be Reproved and admonished for such do not 
bring people to the unity of ye spirit but by such doings lose their 
own condition. 


[See Ellwood Epistles (1698) p. 290, & p 283,| 

And all such as go up on downe to cheat, by borowings and geting 
money of frinds in by places and have cheated severall, such are to 
be stopt & judged, as there is a woman tall in her person & freackled 
in her face and allso one John Harding who are for judgment’ and 
to be condemned and If there happen any difference betweene frends 
& frends of any mater If it cannot be ended before the generall 
meeting let half a dozen of friends from the generall meeting be 
once in every quarter of the year and to be appointed in such places 


‘as may be most convenient for most of frends to meet in so that 


the house may be cleansed of all that is contrary to purity vertue 
light life and spirit and power.of god so that friends may not be 
one anothers sorrow and trouble but one anothers joy 8& crowne 


in the lord. 


[See Ellwood Epistles (1698) p 289.] . 
and all friends see that your children be trained up in the fear of 


the lord in soberness & holyness and righteousness and temperance | 


and mekness and gentleness and holyness 8¢ modesty in their aparell 
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14thly. 


15thly. 


r6thly. 


APPENDIX A 


and carage and so to exhort your children and family in the truth 
yt the lord may be gloryfied in all your families. and teach your 
children when they are young, then will they remember when they 
are old: acording to Sollaman; so that your children may be a blessing 
to you and not a curse. 


[See Ellwood Epistles (1698) p 291] é 

And that frinds do buy convenient burying places as abraham did 
who bought a place to bury his dead and would not bury among 
the egyptians and canaanites and Jacob was brought out of egipt 
and joseph and they were buryed in their grand father and great 
grand father’s burying place and so frends to buy decent burying 
places for your meetings and to keep out of the spirit of Soddomites 
& egyptians & cannanites which corrupt the earth & let them be 
decently and well fenced that you may condemn the world in all 


things. 


[See Ellwood Epistles (1698) p. 291 where the paragraph is re- 
drafted] © 

And also that frends by convenient books for Registring of births _ 
marrages and burialls as the holy men of god did of old [MS. de- 
fective] through the 
scriptures that every one may be ready to give a testimony or 
sertificate thereof If any require or any be called thereunto. 


And allso yt all ye sufferings of frends (of all kinds of sufferings in 
all the county be gathered up and put together and sent to the 
generall meeting and so sent to London to Ellis Hookes yt nothing 
of the memoriall of the blood and cruell sufferings of your breatheren 
be lost which shall stand as A testimony against the murthering 
spiritt of this world to the praise of the everlasting power of the 
Lord god in ye ages to come who supported and upheld them in 
such hardships & crewellties who is god over all blessed for ever 
Amen. 
Let queary be made concerning all prisoners that are poore that 
they may be releived and soo incuraged in their sufferings: And 
allso that care be taken for their wifes and famelies that they do not 
suffer for want of supply of outward things and lett inquiery be 
made how many prisoners there are in all your prisons in all your 
severall countyes. 
Let dilligent inquiery be made into all these things at every monthly 
meeting and at every quarterly meeting and to take dilligent care 
accordingly. 
George ffox. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 
This to be read in every meeting and to remain in each monthly 
meeting and quarterly meeting. __ 
¢ Be it known to all men that ye power of god & ye gospel is the 
authority of all our mens & womens meetings & every heir of yt 
power is an heir of yt authority and so becometh a living member 


of right of either of those meetings & of the heavenly fellowship & 


order in which they stand which is not of man nor by man. 


G. 
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F APPENDIX B 
NOTE ON DATING 


Tue Quakers discarded the names of the months, substituting ‘First Month” 
for March and so on throughout the year. As the New Year then opened 
-on March 25th, the last seven days of March were officially reckoned as 
belonging to the New Year. In Quaker records the whole of March is 
reckoned as “First Month” and April becomes “Second Month”. The 
following dates of consecutive meetings in February and March, taken from 
the minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings, illustrate the practice: 


27. xii. 1684, i.e. February 
6. i. 1684-5 
13. 1. 1684-5 
20. i. 1684-5 
27. i. 1685 


i.e. March. 
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- BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MANUSCRIPTS 


MANUSCRIPT SOURCES 


MSS. in sections (a) to (c) are in the Library at Friends’ House, London. 
For the location of MSS. in sections (d) to (h), consult the “Inventory of 
Meeting Records” there; many of these MSS. are deposited in Quarterly 
Meeting safes up and down the country. All the Preparative Meeting records 
in section (i) are in the strongroom at the Friends’ Meeting House, Bull 
Street, Birmingham. 


(a) George Fox’s letters* 
G. Fox’s Epistles (Box Q) 
G. Fox’s Epistles [G3] 
G. Fox’s Epistles [L] 
G. Fox’s Epistles (quarto, Renna) 
Epistles and Queries of George Fox [Xx] 
G. Fox’s Epistles [Z] 
G. Fox’s and others’ Epistles [aa] 
Letters and Epistles of George Fox, Margaret Fell and James Nive 
[1652-8] [R] 
Bristol Collection, Vol. V 


(b) Collections of Letters and papers* 
Abraham Collection 
Barclay, A. R., Collection 
Boswell Middleton Collection 
Caton Collection 
Cook Collection . 
Crosfield Collection 
Dimsdale Collection 
Dix Collection 
Etting Collection [Historical Society of Pennsylvania] 
Headley Collection [V] 
Letters, Dreams and Visions 
Middleton Collection 
One hundred and twenty-seven letters. 
for Letters, Dreams and Visions] 
Penington Collection [gg] ‘ 
Portfolio IX 
Portfolio X 
Portfolio XVI 
Portfolio XXXVI © 
* Letters in square brackets, e.g. [Xx] refer to the original catalogue of George Fox’s 
papers still extant. 
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Reynolds’ Collection 

Rouse’s, J., Book [quarto] [Ss] 

» Rouse’s, J., Book [Uu] 

Spence Collection 

Sundry Ancient Epistles [Rr] 

The Swarthmore Collection, in seven volumes of some fourteen hun- 
dred original seventeenth-century letters, papers, etc., once pre- 
served at Margaret Fox’s home, Swarthmore Hall, and now in the 
Friends’ Reference Library. 

Tapper Collection 

Thirnbeck Collection 


(c) National records* 


Books of Cases [Qq] 

Box Meeting Collection 

Christian and Brotherly Advices given forth from time to time by 
the Yearly Meetings in London alphabetically digested under proper 

heads. 1738 

Meeting for Sufferings. Minutes 

Morning Meeting Minutes 

National Stock accounts 


Yearly Meeting Minutes [L]] 


(d) Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
Berks. Quarterly Meeting Minutes - 
Bristol, Contrition as to Marriage 
Bristol, Delinquency and Disownment 
Bristol, Friars Building Book 1670 
Bristol, Illustrations of Discipline 
Bristol, Letters of Discipline 
Bestar. MSS. Vols. LIV. Bristol and Somerset. QM. 
Vol. V. Letters and papers of George Fox. 
Bristol MSS. Vol. 133. Papers illustrating the Management of the 
Workhouse 
Bristol Men’s Meeting, Minutes of 
Bristol Ministers and Elders’ Minutes 
Bristol Ministers’ Certificates 
Bristol Yearly Meeting Minutes and Epistles 
Bucks. Quarterly Meeting Minutes ~ 
London. First-days Meetings Supplied by bea in the Ministry in 
and about London, 1682-4 

London Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
London Two Weeks’ Meeting Minutes 
London Women’s Meeting for Discipline. [See Box Meeting] 
Kent Quarterly Meeting Minutes ; 

* Letters in square brackets, e.g. [Xx] refer to the original catalogue of George Fox’s 

papers still extant. 
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Norwich Collection, Vol I 

Norwich Prison Book 

Nottingham Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

Oxford Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

Six Weeks’ Meeting Minutes 

Warwickshire, Answers to Queries 

Warwickshire, Quarterly Meeting Minutes 

Warwickshire, Women’s Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
- Worcestershire, Quarterly Meeting Minutes 


(e) Quarterly Meeting Stock 
Box Meeting Ledgers 
Bristol Bequest Ledger 
Bristol Collection Lists 
Bristol Trust Funds and Proceedings 
Bristol and Frenchay Women’s Cash Book 
Bucks. Quarterly Meeting Collections 
Meeting of Twelve Minutes 
Oxford Quarterly Meeting Account Books 
Six Weeks’ Meeting Rents 
Whitehead, A., Account Book 


(f) Quarterly Meeting “Sufferings” 
Berks, Record of Sufferings for the County of Berks 
Bucks. Quarterly Meeting Sufferings 
London and Middlesex Sufferings 
London Quarterly Meeting Sufferings 
Norwich Sufferings 
Oxford Quarterly Meeting Sufferings 
Somerset Quarterly Meeting Sufferings 
Warwickshire Sufferings 


(g) Monthly Meeting Minutes, etc. 

Alban’s Women’s Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Alton (Women’s) Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Bridport Monthly Meeting Minute Book 

Bristol Two Weeks’ Meeting Minutes 

Bucks (Upperside) Books of Accounts 

Bucks (Upperside) Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Bucks (Upperside) Women’s Monthly Meeting 

Chadwich Monthly Meeting Accounts 

Chadwich Monthly Meeting Minutes ‘ 

Devonshire House Meeting. A Book of Several Things relating to 
the Service of Truth 

Exall Charity Accounts 

Horslydown. Records of the Monthly Meeting of the People called 
Quakers at Horslydown in Southwark testifying against disorderly 
walkers and certificates given and received. 
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QUAKER SOCIAL HISTORY 


Leek Collection 

Malton Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Mansfield Book of Sufferings 

Newbury and Oare Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Oxford Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Peel Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Peel Quarter, commencing the year 1671, an Account of Apprentices 
put forth by Friends 

Plaistow and Barking Women’s Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Ratcliff Book of Several Things Relating to the Service of Truth 

Ratcliff Collecting Books 

Reading Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Southwark Collection, Vol. I 

Southwark Monthly Meeting Service of Truth Book 

Stourbridge Men’s Monthly Meeting Minute Book 

Stourbridge Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Swarthmore Men’s Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Swarthmore Women’s Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Swarthmore, Hawkshead and Cartmel Meetings for Truth’s Service. 
A Book for the Women’s Meeting 

Warwickshire Middle Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Warwickshire North Certificates Received 

Warwickshire North Certificates Sent 

Warwickshire North Intentions of Marriage 

Warwickshire North Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Warwickshire North Record of births, marriages and burials 

Warwickshire North (Women’s) Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Warwickshire South Monthly Meeting. Minutes 

Windsor and Maidenhead Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Witney Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Witney Monthly Meeting Sufferings 


\ 


(h) Register Books 
Bowcastle Register Book 
Frenchay Monthly Meeting 
Lancaster Monthly Meeting 
London and Middlesex Quarterly Meeting 
Longford Monthly Meeting 
Richmond Monthly Meeting 
Surrey Quarterly Meeting 
Todmorden Monthly Meeting : 
Wainfleet Monthly Meeting 


(i) Preparative Meeting Minutes, etc. 
Baddesley Preparative Meeting Minutes and Accounts 
Birmingham Meeting Ministers’ visits 
Birmingham Preparative Meeting Minutes 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MANUSCRIPTS 


Coventry Preparative Meeting Accounts 
Dudley Account Book 

Dudley Sufferings of Friends 

Fulford Heath Accounts 

Fulford Heath Preparative Meeting Minutes 
Hunger Hill Meeting Catalogue of Books 
Shipston Preparative Meeting Minutes 
Warwick Collection Book 

Warwick Preparative Meeting Minutes 
Wigginshill Preparative Meeting Minutes 


Feit, M. __Epesell to frends of mareges by M. ff. 1656. 

Fox, G. Epistles and Advices to Birmingham Friends (1681) in the 
Bevan-Naish Collection, Woodbrooke. 

Ketsatt, J. A Journal of the Chief Passages, Concerns, and Exercises 
of my life. Friends’ House Library, London. 

Swag, P. Just Plea in the behalf of the innocent people of God called 
Quakers. Friends’ House Library, London. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PRINTED SOURCES 


Il. PRINTED SOURCES 


Anon. Canons and Institutions drawn up and agreed upon by the Quakers 
from all parts of the Kingdom at their New Theatre in Grace- 
church Street in or about January, 1668-9, George Fox being 
their president 

_ Anon. The Grand Imposter Examined (1656) 

Anon. The Law’s resolutions of Women’s Rights (1632) 

Anon. The Marriages of Cousin Germans vindicated from the Censures 
of Unlawfulness and Inexpediency. (Oxford, 1673) 

Anon. The Quakers’ Canons and Institutions (1669) 

ArseR, E. The Term Catalogues (1903) 


Barcray, A. R. Letters etc. of Early Friends (1841) 

Barciay, R. The Anarchy of the Ranters (1674) 

Barcray, R. An Apology for the True Christian Divinity (1692) 

Barcray, R. Truth Triumphant (1692) 

Barciay, R. (of Reigate). The Inner Life of the Religious Societies of 
the Commonwealth (1876) 

Baxter, R. Reliquiae Baxterianae (1696) 

Beck, W., and Batt, T. F. London Friends’ Meetings (1869) 

BELLERS, J. Proposals for Raising a College of Industry (1695) 

BEssE, I. The Sufferings of the People called Quakers, two volumes (1753) 

BLUNT, J. H. The Annotated Book of Common Prayer (1903) 

BowbEN, J., edit. Epistles from the Yearly Meeting of Friends (1858), two 
volumes 

BraitsForD, M. R. A Quaker from Cromwell’s Army (1927) 

BraitHwalite, W.C. The Beginnings of Quakerism (1923) 

BraitHwaite, W.C. The Second Period of Quakerism (1921) 

BraitHwaiTE, W. C. Spiritual Guidance in the Experience of the Society 
of Friends (1909) 

Braysuaw, A. N. The Personality of George Fox (1933) 

BRITTAIN, W. Silent Meetings a Wonder to the: World (1660) 

BROWNE, R.A Book which sheweth the Life and Manners of all True 
Christians, Middleburg (1582) 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE Ouarter Sessions Records (1933) (W. Le Hardy, edit.) 

Bucec, F. A Finishing Stroke (1712) 

Buisson, F. Sébastien Castellion (Paris, 1892) 

Buttetin of the Friends’ Historical Association 

Buuuincer, H. ~ Fifty Godly and Learned Sermons (1587) 

Bunyan, J. Complete Works (1862) 

Bunyan, J. | The Life and Death of Mr Badman (1680) 
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Capsury, H. J., edit. Annual Catalogue of George Fox’s Papers (1939) 

Cappury, H. J. The Swarthmore Documents in America. 1940; supple- 
ment No, 20 to the Journal of the Friends’ Historical Society 

CaLEenpaR of Middlesex Sessions Books (1905) (W. J. Hardy, edit.) 

CaLenpar of State Papers, Domestic. 

Craripce, R. Mercy Covering the Judgment Seat (1700) 

Crark, A. Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century (1919) 

Crark, G.N. The Barbary Corsairs in the Seventeenth Century, in 
The Cambridge Historical Journal, Vol. VIII, No. 1 (1944), pp. 
22-35 

Crarx, G.N. The Later Stuarts 1660-1714 (1939) 

Ciarxson, T. Memoirs of William Penn (1849) 

CriypE, W.M. The Struggle for the Freedom of the Press (1934) 

Couns, W. The Ministry of Women (1919) 

Crisp, S. A new book for Children to Learn in (1681) 

CrorsE, G. The General History of the Quakers (1696) 

CrosFigeLD, H. Margaret Fox of Swarthmore Hall (1914) 


Davigs, R. An Account of the Convincement ... of R. Davies. (7th ed. 
1844) 

Dewssury, W. The Faithful Testimony (1689) 

Dictionary of Christian Biography, A. 

Dictionary of National Biography 

Directory for the public worship of God (1644) 


Eppincton, A. J. The First Fifty Years of Quakerism in Norwich (1932) 

Exuis, H. Pseudo-christus (1650) 

Et_woop, T., edit. A Collection of Many Belles and Christian Epistles of 
‘George Fox (1698) 

Ettwoop, T. The History of the Life of Thomas Ellwood (1714) 

Ettwoop, T., edit. A Journal... of George Fox (1694) 

Evetyn, J. A Character of England (1659) 


Farnsworty, R., The Brazen Serpent Lifted upon High (1655) 
Fett, M. A Testimony of the Touchstone for all Professions and all Forms 
1656 
FirtH, C: rs a Rait, R. S. Acts and Ordinances of the ctertee aise 
(i911), two volumes 
Firtu, Stir C. The Last Years of the Protectorate (1909) 
Fox, ie A Catechism for Children (1657) 


. Fox, G. A Collection of Many Select and Christian Epistles of ae 


Fox (1698) 
Fox, G. A Demonstration to the Christians in Name (1679) 
Fox, G. The Law of God (1658) 
Fox, G. A Primer and Catechism (1670) 
Freame, J. Scripture Instruction (1713) 
Frienps’ Quarterly Examiner 
Fry, A. R. . John Bellers, Quaker, Economist and Social Reformer (1935) 
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Gipson, E. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1901) 

Gurney, J. J. A Refutation of Some of the More Modern Misrepresenta- 
tions of the Society of Friends (1800) 

Harrison, G. B. The Church Book of Bunyan Meeting (1928) 

Hartiies, S.  Parliament’s Reformation (1646) 

Heywoop, O. Nonconformist Register (1881) 

Hopcxin, the Marriage of First Cousins (1867) 

Ho.pswortu, W.S. A History of English Law (1924) 


Hoots, C., edit. Centuria Epistolarum Anglo-Latinarum (1660) 
Howarp, E. The Eliot Papers (1893 and 1895) 


Howarp, G. E. A History of Matrimonial Relations (1904) 
Hutt, W.1.. William Penn (1937) 
Jackson, J. A Sober Word to a Serious People (1651) 


James I.  Basilikon Doron, or His Majesty’s instructions to his dearest son 
(1603) 


Journat of the Friends’ Historical Society 
Journat of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes (1943) 
Keira, G. An Account of the Quakers’ Politics (1700) 


Keitu, G. Gospel Order and Discipline in Men and Women’s Meetings 
(1693) 


KeitH, G. The Plea of the Innocent (1692) 

Keiru, G. The Standard of the Quakers Examined (1702) 

Larce Petition of the Levellers (1647) 

Lawrence, T. Concerning Marriage (1663) 

Lawson, T. An Appeal to the Parliament concerning the Poor (1660, 


Lecxy, W.E. H. A History of England in thé Eighteenth Century (1888) | 


Lesiiz, C. The Snake in the Grass Further Discovered (1698) 

Locker-Lampson. «A Quaker Postbag 

Lonpon Magazine 1736 

Macautay, T. B. History of England (1855) 

McCuurg, E. Minutes of the S.P.C.K. (1888) 

McLacuuan, H. English Education under the Test Acts (1931) 

Meyerstein, E.H. W. Adventures by Sea of Edward Coxere (1945) 

Mitton, J. The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (1645). 

MuckLow, W._. The Spirit of the Hat (1673) 

More, P. H. English Imprints after 1640, in Transactions of the Biblio- 
graphical Society, Vol. XIV 

NIGHTINGALE, B. . Early Stages of the Quaker Movement in Lancashire 
(1921) 

Nor.inp, EE. James Nedac: the Rebel Saint (1931) 

Pret, A. A Conscientious Objector of 1575 (1920) 

PENINGTON, I. Some principles of the Elect People of God in Sore called 
Quakers (1671) 

PenincTon, I. Somewhat Relating to Church Government (1680) 

PENINGTON, I, True Church Government (1660) 
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Penney, N., edit. The First Publishers of Truth (1907) 

Penney, N., edit. ‘The Household Account Book of Sarah Fell of Swarth- 


more Hall (1920) 
Penney, N., edit.. The Journal of George Fox (1911) The Cambridge 
edition 


Penney, N. The Short Journal and the Itinerary Journals of George Fox 
(Cambridge, 1925) 

Perry, W. Advice to S. Hartlieb for the Advancement of Some Particular 
Parts of Learning (1648) 

Promer, H.R. Dictionary of Booksellers (1641-67) (1922) 

PotiarpD, A. W. Some Notes on the History of Copyright in England, 
in Transactions of the Bibliographical Society, Vol III 


Raistrick, A. Two Centuries of Industrial Welfare (1938) 

REGISTERS, List of Non-Parochial 

RecisrErs of the Worshipful Company of Stationers 1875 

Report of the Archbishops’ Commission on the Ministry of Women (1919) 

Rocers, W., The Christian Quaker (1680) 

ROWNTREE, iL S. The Friends’ Registers of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 
1650-1900 (1902) 

RowntTreE, J. S. Yorkshire Quarterly Meeting of Friends, 1650-1900. 
nd. n.p. 
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Christian and Brotherly, 14, 136; 
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on legal problems, 104; 
on inspection of MSS., 150 
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instead of oath, 101, 136, 140-3, 144 
Aged and infirm, 33> 35, 41, 109 
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America: missionaries to, 5; 
emigrants to, 36, 42; 
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Anarchy of the Ranters, by Barclay, 30 n., 
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Annill, William, 37 
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Antigua, 40 
Apology, by Barclay, 94 n., 
153, 154, 156 n. 
Bern, 9; 129. 164 n. 
Appleby, 6 
Appeals to Yearly Maing: 136 et seq. 
Apprentices, 41, 44, 70, 74, 75, 81, 112, 
114, 115, 166, 170-2, 174 n. 
Arber, Edward, 148, 150 
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Archdale, John, 83 
Archer, Judge, 51, 95 n. 
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Aris and Lacy, informers, 85, 162 
Army, service of Quakers in, 80 
Arscott, Alexander, 41, 42, 168 
Articuli Cleri, 87 

Assurance of salvation, 18 

Atheism, 124 

Attendance at Church compulsory, 99 

Attorney-General, the, 81, 98, 99 

Auditing Committee, 135 

Auditors, 135, 160 

Austill, Wiil, 10! 

Authority: external, versus individual 
freedom, 17, 18, 19, 21, 28; 
Penington’s thesis on, 22-3; 
conformity to, accompanied by 
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Barclay’s views on, 26-7, 132; 
ministers disclaim personal, 28; 
of the State, 80; 
hierarchical system of Quakers, 132 

Authors and copyright, 152 

Avery, Thomas, 102 

Aylesbury, 36, 43 
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Bally, 3) 4, 14 M., 21, 33, 36, 50, 70, 83, 
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Baltimore, Lord, 90 
Banking of funds, 160 
Bankruptcy, 37, 71, 72, 75, 125 
Banks, John 139 
Banwell (Somerset), 102 
Baptists, 45 n., 58, 62 n., 64n., 70, 80, 95 
N., LOT, 119 N., 134, 145 N., 175 
Barbados, 89, 114 
Barbary: captives, 42, 
corsairs, 38, 46 
Barclay, Robert: 
joins Quakers, 6; 
on the Church and authority, 21, 26-7, 
28, 31 ns; 
on marriage, 56, 585 
on Quaker integrity, 72; 
against freemen’s oaths, 82; 
on ministers’ maintenance, 101; 
dualistic thought of, 123; 
MSS. and Morning Meeting, 151; 
see also: Anarchy of the Ranters; 
Apology; Truth Triumphant 
Barebones Parliament, 49 
Barrow, Robert, 105 n. 
Bath, Earl of, 89 
Battledore, by Fox, 149, 152, 169 
Baxter, Richard, 18, 66, 67, 77 0. 


162; 


4 
Sunn 


y 
ie evalzs eomnebyras A 

0 be wean A 

od yuristbusds 
s20ntu A 


tf 
wot aw dibew 


lnnibivibai eyeey tetas captine 


-a€r ke MO oleae . 


7 ¢ Bri. ma Ee Teel or ¥ 
*, r 
: oe iv py 
es te , wriev x Pinky * 
4 _ we ais WAS THY set Shoaits eeemainias 


i MD bit a ob Wo 
} i ‘eg awleys levkcboucsiyl 

7 oy roa hue exodiey A 
- ony gamed ciara 
= mn / ; ce Ars : 


me P| yrs 


Ab OF @7 de 


ade 


sconinledt 

% gritdont 

Yager Meal 

er? as 10} edi nike 

mont Caxepnoent) Hovegatl 

te 08 PF thy pd 02d, BU Al tp eralqutl 
os! ot we shea a Gil .tO1,. 

; prt 08 eubadech 


v, pee Er SUFI 
ssdolt oko 
es deat) erticg 
“a 8 yerhartans baw ‘Aswad afls ae 
’ eat if Ae 
ae a Naira; x HD 
“et <Ghigosat want) ap 
: Pais 88 2theo ene Teniggs 
ye rma an eunelstios ao 
: ~ «seme pe tnee aietlewb 
24 BaiteslA yricwbt te » CaM 
geval way , food, tone saa 
Yendayr ayn X dah vegdlogh, 
j * hs sasmailed escort 
a ot viedo wronell 
‘ ee Yo bie heli 
er att ee eat ed ances 


ung 


4003 ni avthgta oo di ff 


» dete ad pr) vei viene t caret 


- 
He 
' 
; 
. 
. 
| 


wet heb an ais 

war, ot o 
eno we ern 
Isashe vib a 


oa ee atl ot. ainen 


7 aot ya 


wre @ 1 hie dey, 9a stent 
het yet rabendl | eww ts at : 
vet te lotien rama 
0? aiguis tan ne” 
yer. iaw haw svat | mm 
fOr eros lavitesiaaiiee go 
or melden ingest oo 


Ott 22M to wolequtl mp 

Abd yipt Ot £8 28 oA wwlenitA 
et Oye 
ot8 cect as 
bh? Ont Dey tor yhiew to besseni 


ota? bas bog 

bas ae deewortal A 
Ve ot Dp Be wisigihA 

7 irate) evoremiA 

? 02 mniiqnoitein waiieenA 


Got tp arr, 


cae or ery ‘aesayins _ a : pat ian 
sd tal he siti: imes epaieom. Vlitacne a 
ay Aut eS wae “atibal © M toil, - eee a 
te a aoinexedlor _. a =e ae 
fol ui nehwoenieg ; ee 
RELL! ultive sorwhnagaestos ie oe 
yi wradtenQ) 3 to voinibaseds hetitmob Pa < wi 
ati > 


pet ma aeigedenA 
elt og pqubaratl (4 ein | ap rn ‘ 
Hh 201 ptt BY um BD ot ig | 


ve cantly ian th 


eer an of Ih. “ esac hk _ 
op wera | 
vs 1 Or se $e seebaast 1d regploghs i te 
ie Ott Ot CT Pe ” 


HOE DEK @ emesnog A 
eS eel 


9 
on to Der Raiteo vin oY of sang 
tal hl aS OF a te oe ore os 
> dane ged t ve aa 


“s er ae, 
f ete 
| PEARL P58 


INDEX 


Bay yarn, 42 
Bayley, William, 150 
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Berkshire, xi, 7, 75, 88, 101 
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instruction in the, 166; 
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Birmingham, 131, 177 
Births, Marriages and Deaths Act, 92 
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Boarding schools, 168-9 
Boehme, writings of, 149 
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influence of, 154; 
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prosecution, 88; 
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Bunyan, John, 58, 66, 78 n., 107, 108, 
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Bunyan Meeting, 77 n., 78 n.° 

Burrough, Edward, 4, 6, 23, 24, 88, 89, 
121, 147, 157 

Burial: record of Quaker, 2, 10; 
in wool, 81, 116 

Bury, Richard, 41 
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Captives, 1, 38-9, 46 n., 112, 159, 162 
Captives’ fund, 164 n. 
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Cart and Whip Act, 108 
Cartmel, 117 
Catalogue of Quaker books, by Whiting, 
154, 155 n. 
Catholics, see Papists 
Caution and advice to Parents. tract, 70 
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Censure, 1, 20, 26, 73, 138 
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of consent, 55, 56; 
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of marriage, 49, 50, 51, 54, 60, 61, 65 
Nn., 69, 162; 
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Chancery Act, 89 
Character: Quaker ideal of, 66, 67, 68, 
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Cheats and imposters, 76, 133 n. 
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fatherless, 6, 9, 34, 35, 108, 111, 112; 
estates of orphaned, 57 60; 
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maintenance of, 114, 167; 
duties of, 166; 
suffering for Truth, 171, 172; 
school-books for, 169-70 
Christ, ix, 1, 20, 23, 27, 54, 66, 70, 75, 92, 
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Penington’s conception of, 22, 30n,; 
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spiritual purpose in, 5; 
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despisers of, 24; 
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advice on, 92-3; 
conscientious, 82, 135 
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Claridge, Richard, 123, 132 n., 170 
Clark, Benjamin, 150, 152, 153 
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Clerk (in Quaker procedure), 13, 23, 36, 
39, 61, 134, 140, 141, 142, 143, 145 N., 
51, 154, 159 
Clever, William, 43 
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Coke, Sir Edward, 87 
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for sufferers, 4; 
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for captives, 42, 46 n.; 
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College of Industry, 40, 105 n. 
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Condemnation: letters of, 69, 78 n., 115, 
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Conduct, high ideals of, 144 

Conference of 1675, 11-12, 84 

Conscience, 21, 26 

Constables, 42, 81, 86, 87, 95 n. 

Conventicle Act, 8s, 88, 89, 100, 130, 
148, 153 

Conversation, 25, 37, 39, 68, 69, 70, 93> 
122, 116, 125, 127, 128 

Convinced persons, 115, 121 

Conway, Lady, 114, 145 n. 

Cook, John, 35 : 

Cooper, Hester, 56 

Corbett, ‘Thomas, 12, 51, 58, 86; 88, 89, 
100 

Corker, Alice, 110 

Cornwall, 38 

Corporation Act, 82 

Corrector of the press, 152 

Correspondents, 8, 10, 11, 12, 104, 113, 
117, 136, Tyo, 153, 160 

Correspondents’ Book, 136 

Cotterill, Widow, 35 

Counsel, consulting of, 13, 51, 84 

County courts, 86, 87, 95 n. 

County meetings, 8, 175. See also 

Courtesy, 77 

Cozening, 68 

Cove, Enoch, 35 

Coventry, 131 

Cowell, Bridget, 61 

Crapon, William, 63 n. 

Cromwell’s daughter, 62 n. 

Cromwell’s soldiers, 149 

Crouch, William, 109 

Crowley, Ambrose, 64 n., 69, 72, 74 

Cumberland, 135, 139, 157 

Cursing, 68 

Customs and excise, 83, 135, 140 


Darsy, Abraham, 72 

Darnell, Counsellor, 86 

Dating, Quaker method of, 183 

Davies, Richard, 22, 84, 88, 95 n., 96 n. 
Dawe, Thomas, 42 

De excommunicato capiendo, 102, 103 

De haeretico comburendo, 95 n. 

Deacons, 137 

Dean, Sarah, 115 

Death penalty, 20-1 

Debt among Friends, 2, 9, 37, 71 
Declaration of faith, 137 

Declaration of fidelity and belief, 92 
Dedication to service of the fellowship, 
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Defrauding public revenue, 83, 92, 143 
Defraying debts, 161 

Deism, 124 

Delinquents, 4,9, 69, 112, 125 


Deputies, see Representatives 

Derbyshire, 36, 151 

Devon, 38, 125, 159 

Devonshire House, Bishopsgate, 
152, 1§9, 168, 174 Nn. 

Dewsbury, William, 1, 263,10, 125 20, 24, 
Jo, 84 

Dialogue between an Indian Blackmanny 
and a French gentleman, 149 

Directory of Public Worship, 17, 29 n., 
48, 51, 65 n., 121 

Discipline, Quaker, vii, xi, 1, 3, 6, 17, 
18, 24, 57, 70, 72, 80, 118, 134, 137, 
T5$, 197, 175 

Discomposed persons, 35 

Disorderly walkers, xi, 1, 2, 9, 61, 68, G9 

Disowning of delinquents, .9, G9, 70, 92, 
IOI, 125, 140 

Disputes and controversy,, 2, 25, 28, 42, 
57> 73> 74, 112, 132, 135, 138 

Distraint, 80, 83, "84, 99, IOI, 102, 134 

Divine and human in dualistic thought, 
123 

Divorce, 50, 54, 57 

Doctrine, disagreement over, 136-7 

Dolobran (Mont.), 72, 84, 126, 127, 170 

Dorset, 10 

Dover, Simon and Mrs., 150, 155 n. 

Doyley, Bray, 83, 87 

Drapers, Quaker, 42 

Drunkenness, 9, 68, 69 

Dublin, 135 

Durham, 2, 3, 5, 21, 95 n., 162 

Dyeing, 41 
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East Jersey (America), 86 

Ecclesiastical courts, 81, 87, 102, 103, 170 

Education, 143, 166-70 

Edwards, Thomas: Gangraena, viii 

Elders, 9, 28, 116, 128, 129, 131, 
145 n., 166, 171 

Election, doctrine of, 18, 19 

Elections, Parliamentary, 90, 91 

Ellis, Humphrey, 18, 29 n. 

Ellwood, Thomas, 6, 7,'9, 22, 36, 37, 85, 
156 n., 161, 175, 177 0. 

Embree, George, 36 

Employment, finding of, 2, 4, §, 33, 49, 
45 0. 

Episcopalians, 17, 18, 29 n. 

Epistles and letters, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 
13, 14, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 33, 16, 395 
43, 53> 59) 71, 73> 75> 113, 117, 121, 
122, 125, 127, 131, 135, 138, 141, 143, 
144, 158, 166, 168, 171, 175 

Erbury, Dorcas, 20 

Evangelism and Morning Meeting, 93 
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Evidence, law of, 87 
Exchequer, Court of, 99, 103 
Excommunication, 102, 103, 170 
Exeter, 20 


Facrory, Quaker, 41 

Falmouth, 81 

Family, as worshipping group, 70 

Familists, the, 17 

Farnsworth, Richard, TyiGi6, Wid, 24, 
25, 45 Ne, 147 ; 

Fell, Margaret, 20, 29 n., 50, 51, §2, 54, 
60, 119, 121, 157, 163. See also Fox, 
Margaret 

Fell, Sarah, 115, 118 

Fellowship, Quaker, 1, 18, 43, 67, 104, 
124, 129, 132, 175-6 

Finance, 2, 3, 13, 112, 157-63. See also 
Stocks 

Fines, 81, 82, 84, 88, 99, 100, 163 

Finishing Stroke, The, by Bugg, 28,31 n., 
63 n. 

Fires help for victims of 35, 36, 42; 
brief, 36 

nt aay meetings, 10, 75» 121, $22, 126, 


Finse "Publishers of Truth, 13, 29 n. 
Fisher, Samuel, 147 
Fisher, Abigail, 151 
Flavil, Abraham, 95 n. 
Fleet prison, 46 n., 55, 102 
Formalism, 24 
Fornication, 68 
Forster, Mary, 38 
Foster, John, 70 
Fox, Christopher, 48 
Fox, George: 
character of his message, vii—ix, 175, 
176; 
advices, epistles and letters, xi, 1, 2, 3, 
9» Ij n., 25, 555 61, 113, 115, 121, 
150, 177-825 
Farnsworth his deputy, 3, 6 
imprisonments, 6; 
in ruins of the City, 6-7; 
travels, 7, 15 N., 553 
opposition to, 8, 25, 111; 
advocating Women’s Meetings, 10, 
110, 111; 
rejection of his MSS., 11; 
on legal activities, 12, 78 n.; 
defended by Corbett, 12; 
as leader, 18, 25, 131, 144, 1473 
and Ranters, 19; 
condemnation of Nayler, 19-21; 
controversy with Perrot, 21-2, 24; 
system of church government, 25, 104, 


110, 175; 
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“study to be quiet”, 28, 75; 
and release of Brayne, 393 
on Quaker marriages, 48, 49, 50, 51, 
53, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60; 
sense of freedom from sin, 49; 
own marriage to Margaret Fell, 51-3, 
54, 60; 
personal example of, 66-8; 
man of prayer, 66, 68; 
advice to traders, 67, 71; 
concern for chlidren and poor, 67, 167; 
on family duties, 703; 
“so say, so do”’, 71; 
incident of two constables, 73; 
on carnal weapons, 80; 
on justices of the peace, 83; 
and praemunire, 86, 883. 
autocracy of, 105; 
on place of women, 107, 108; 
vision of a bull, 111; 
at meeting on oaths, 140; 
queries put to Yearly Meeting, 143; 
publishing of his books, 149, 152; 
preface to Barclay’s Works, 151; 
purchase of books by, 152; 
reproof by, 157; ; 
recommends treasurers for Particular 
Meetings, 160; 
on education and teaching, 167; 
Journal, q.v. 
Fox, Margaret, 11, 14, 73, 117 
Foxe, John: Book of Martyrs, vii, 101 
Foxonion unity, 26, 28 
France, 39, 158 
Freame, John, 160 
Freedom of apprentices, 171 
Freeholders, Quaker, 83 
Freemen and oath, 81, 82, 140 
Friends, see Quakers 
Friends’ headquarters, see Devonshire.- 
House 
Fruits of a Father’s love, by Penn, 170 
Fry, John, 129 
Fundamental laws of England, 80, 85-7, 
93, 95 N-, 104, 159 . 
Funds, collection of, 1, 2, 4, 5, 32, 33, 38, 
114, 157-63 
Furley, Benjamin, 152 
Furley, John, 103 
Gallery for ministers and elders, 122, 129, 
130, 131 
Gaming, 9, 69 
Gangraena, by Edwards, viii 
General meetings, 1, 2, 3, 4, 8 
134, 157, 162, 167, 175 
George I, 82 
German pietists, 42 
Germany, 157, 158 
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Gerrard, Sir Gilbert, 91 
Gibbon, Matthew, 80 

Gigger, John, 37 
Gloucestershire, 10, 38, 41 
Gooderidge, William, 102 
Gordons, the, 150 

Gould, Thomas, 160 

Grand Jury, 86 

Grandees, 26, 31 n. 

Great Case of Tithes, by Pearson, 101 
Greek, teaching of, 169, 170 
Gurney, John, (i) 94 n., (ii) 128 


Habeas corpus, 103 

Hale, Lord Chief Justice, 12, 88 

Hampshire, 3-4 

Hanoverian England, 70 

Harford, Charles, 41 

Hart, Joan, 30 n. 

Hathornthwaite, James, 61 

Hat-honour, 67, 80, 94 n. 

Hats, keeping on of, 9, 20, 22, 30 n., 67, 
80, 94 n. 

Hawks, Helen, 71 

Headquarters of the Society, see Devon- 
shire House 

Heresies, 82 

Heritage, Richard, 130 

Hertfordshire, 142 

High Wycombe, 85 

Historical Jesus, 137 

Hobbes: Leviathan, 97 

Hodgkin, Dr. Thomas, 59, 65 n. 

Hodskinson, Grace, 110 

Holder, Edward, 40 

Holland, 148, 157, 158 

Hollister, Dennis, 52 

Hookes, Ellis, 11, 13, 60, 76, 77, 84, 89, 
93, 152, 159, 163, 169 

Hooton, Elizabeth, 63 n., 108 

Horses: hire of, for ministers, 125-6; 
meat for, 163; 
plain saddles for, 73 

Horsham, 4, 40, 50, 171 

Hough—Barnes certificate of marriage, 51 

House of Correction; 171 

Howgill, Francis, 6, 157 

Hubberthorne, Richard, 89, 147 

Humility of Seekers, 17, 24 

Hunger Hill, see Bucks 


ILLEGAL processes, 85, 86, 89 

Imprisonment, 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 10, 12, 20, 21, 
34, 37, 38, §7, 80, 83, 87, 88, 99, 100, 
101, 102, 108, 112, 131, 134, 142, 
143, 145 N., 149, 1§7, 161, 163, 167, 
168, 176 

Independence af women, 107 
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Independents, the, 17, 18, 48, 104, 119 n. 
Indictment, 86, 87 
Indies: 
East, 82, 158 
West, 5, 39, 158 
Individual freedom, 17, 18, 19, 21, 28 
Individual judgement and the church, 6, 
17 
Indulgence, the Declaration of, 83 
Infallibility, 26, 27 
Informers, 85, 95 n., 98, 162 
Inman, Widow, 150, 155 n. 
Inner Light of Christ, 18, 19, 23, 26, 27, 
28, 53, 57; 67, 68, 123, 124, 129, 132, 137, 
Ist : 
Insane, the care of, 35 
Inspired leadership, 21 
Institutiones Pietatis, by Taylor, 170 
Integrity, 54, 66, 68, 70, 72, 77 
Interregnum, the, 51 
Investments, 115, 163 
Ireland, 36, 117, 152, 1§7, 171 
Italy, 5, 39 


Jackson, John, 17 

Jamaica, 158 

James II, 81, 85, 89, 90, 92, 98, 105 n. 

James, William, 67 

Jeffreys, Judge, 86, 88, 95 n. 

Jemmites, 96 n. 

Jenkins, William, 169 

Jennings, Samuel, 138, 139, 145 n. 

Jerusalem, 11 

Jordans Meeting, 85; see also Bucks, 

Journal, by George Fox, viii, 7, 24, 52, 
66, 67, 151, 154 

Journeymen, 69 

Juries, serving on, 95 n., 141 

Justices of the Peace, 50, 51, 54, 83, 85, 
86, 87, 99, 100, 102 

Keith, George, 28, 136-41, 145 n., 156n., 
160 

Kelsall, John, 126, 170, 172, 174 n. 

Kendal, 172 

Kendal Fund, 157, 163, 164 n. 

Kent, 3, 38 

King’s Bench, 82, 104 

King’s evil, 35 

King’s Norton (Worcs.), 35 

Kingston, 130, 165 n. 


Lace—Selling, 116 ~ 

Lambert, Major-General, 20 
Lancashire, 6, 7, 10, 101, 135, 1§7 
Langstaff, John, 162 

Latey, Gilbert, 130 

Latin, teaching of, 168, 169-70, 174 n. 
Laud, Archbishop, vii é 
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Launceston, 20 
Law: terms, 12, 84, 176; 
points of, 12; 
ceurts of, 12, 13, 104; 
going to, 74, 78 n., 80; 
see also Fundamental Laws of England 
Lawrence, Thomas, 53, 56, 124 
Lawson, Thomas, 45 n. 
Lawyers, 12, 85, 97 
Laziness, 2, 3, 33, 36, 37 
Leadership in Quaker Societies, 3, 27, 28 
Leather Act, 135 
Legacies, 114 
Legal: defence, xi, 13.4; 
advice, 12, 103, 104; 
rights, 84-5, 89, 935 
arguments, 87; 
problems, 104; 
expenses, 159, 160, 176 
Legal powers of law officers, 86 
Legal remedies for sufferings, 11-12, 83, 
84, 85, 105, 175-6 
Leslie, Charles, 28, 29 n., 43 
L’Estrange, Sir Roger, State censor, 148, 
150 
Levellers, the, 101 
Lewis, Ellis, 127 
Liberation, see Marriage 
Liberties of Englishmen, 87, 91 
Libraries, circulating, 153, 154 
Library at Friends’ headquarters, 152, 
153, 154 
Licensing: of books, 147; 
of pedlars and chapmen, 148; 
Act, 149, 1j0 
Life and Death of Mr. Badman, by 
Bunyan, 58, 78 n. 
Lilburne, pamphlets of, 149 
Lloyd, Charles, 22, 72, 126 
Lloyd, John, 95 n. 
Lloyd, Thomas, 84, 95 n., 126, 137, 139 


- Loans, 40, 41, 109, 114, 162 


Logan, James, 168 
Logan, Patrick, 168 
London: 
church government, 4, 6, 110; 
Monthly Meetings, 7, 10, 33, 71, 123, 
163; 


official correspondents with, 8, 11, 12," 


13,136; 
account of sufferings sent to, 10, 11; 
Meeting of Ministers, 10, 25, 26, 175; 
Yearly Meeting, 10, 27, 55, 61, 1345 
Committee of Twelve, 12; 
Meeting for Sufferings, 12, 37, 39, 1433 
salaried secretary, 13, 773 ° 
Nayler as missionary in, 19-20; 
letters and advices, 24, 25, 74, 1573 
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Meeting of Twelve, 33, 35; 
prisoners, 34, 38, 88; 
. Six Weeks’ Meeting, 34, 38, 56, 71, 
110, 112, 137, 159} 
supervision of discomposed persons, 
353 
finance, 38, 157-9, 162; 
ransoms paid by, 39; 
spinning, 40; 
support of Bristol workers, 42; 
country Quakers drifting to, 43; 
query on poor Quakers, 44; 
debtors in The Mint, 72; 
informing in, 85; 
Women’s Meetings, 109, 113, 114; 117; 
Two Weeks’ Meetings, 56, 109; 
Silent Meetings, 123; 
allocation of ministers for meetings in, 
124; 
disowning of ministers, 125; 
headquarters, 130; 
separation of men and women in 
meeting house, 130, 131; 
Christian Quakers, 139; 
protest on Affirmation, 141, 142; 
registration of books in, 147; 
revision of Fox’s Journal, 151; 
schools, 168 
London Magazine and Quaker ministers, 
127-8 
Long Newton, 73, 75 
Lyndy, Richard, 69 
Lying, 68 - 


Matton (Yorks.), 60 
Marlborough, 53 
Marriage: procedure, xi, 1, 2, 49, 50, 51, 
525 54, 59; 605 
records of 2, 55, 62; 
certificate of, 4, 49, 50, 51, 60, 61, 65 n., 
. 69, 162; 
approval before Meeting, 4, 49, 55, 69, 
II, 113, 117; 
by priests, 9, 48, 54, 56, 61, 70; 
second marriages, 9, 35, 54, 575 59, 605 
disorderly, 9, 61, 112; 
breach of contract, 16 n, § 4, 5, 56, 61, 
1255 
reasons for, 48, 53; 
Anglican and Presbyterian, 48; 
civil, 495, 
Quaker doctrine of, 49, 51, 53, 54) 565 
-liberation for, 49, 51, 55, 56-7, 110, 
162; . 
declaration of intention, 49, 50, 51, 553 
witnesses of, 50, 51; 
» publication of, 50, 543 
registration of, 50, 51, 63 n.3 
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attestation before J. P., 50, 51, 54; 
Act, 49, 50, 51, 583 
legality of Quaker, 51; 
of Fox, 51-3; 
consent of parents, 54, 55, 56; 
common-law, 55; 
with non- -Quakers, 54) 57> 58, 61, 64n.; 
in parish church, 55, 97; 
“in the kindred”, 55, 57, 58-9; 
unsuitable, 116 

Martyrs, 11, 22 

Marx, Karl: ’ Das oe 40 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 108 

Masters: and contracts, 2; 
and apprentices, 171-2 

Matern, John, 170 

Meade, "William, 39, 85, 96 n., ae, 139, 
164 n. 

Meetings for Discipline, 101, 138, 172 

Meeting for Sufferings, xi, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
37, 39, 51, 56, 58, 60, 73, 82, 83, 84 
86, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 975 98, 99, 100; 
IOI, 102, 103, 104, 105, 112, 134, 135; 
136, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 154, 159, 
160, 163, 170. 

Meeting of the Poor, see Meeting of 
Twelve 

Meeting of Twelve, 12, 33, 34, 35, 134, 
162, 163 

Meetings: see under Men’s, Monthly, 
Morning, Quarterly, Two Weeks’ A 
Women’s, Yearly 

Meeting-houses, 4, 129, 130, 131, 133 0. 
154, 162, 163, 172 

Membership of the Quaker Society, 3 
42-4, 130-1, 134, 137, 145 N., 160, 175 

Mennonites, 141, 145 n. 

Men’s Meeting, 2, 3, 4, 5, 33, 37» 49 41, 
54, 552 69, 70, 72, 75, 81, 109, 110, 111, 

Middlesex, 55, 142 

Midwives, 116 

Militia Act, 80 

Milton, vii, viii, 40, 48, 62 n., 150 

Ministers: maintenance of, 1, 101, 114, 
157, 161; 
leadership by, 3, 93, 124, 128; 
meeting of, 8; 10, 25, 26; 
policy of, 26, 28; 
leadership undermined, 28, 132; 
travelling certificate, 69, 125; 
women as, 112, 113, 117, 118, 124; 
decline of spiritual power, 124, 128; 
appointment of, 125; 
disowning of, 125; 
admonition of, 125; 
freed by Toleration Act, 125; 
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numbers of, and visits by, 125-6, 127 
128; 
entertaining of, 125-6; 
message of, 127; 
death of, 143; 
and University education, 167; 
See also Morning Meeting. 
Ministry, the: in Silent Meetings, 121, 
122; 
in the World, 121; 
theory of, 123; 
failure of supply, 128, 132; 
defects of, 129 
Mint, the, and Quaker debtors, 72 
Minutes and minute books, 10, 13, 23, 
37, 42, 55, 56, 68, 69, 72, 74, 90, 92, 
III, 11§, 118, 124, 137, 138, 141, 142, 
143, 144, 147, 158, 161 
Mirror for Justices, §9 
Missionary work, 3, 5, 13, 108, 109, 132, 
157; 158 
Mixed Marriages, by West, 64 
Moderation, 70, 74, 75, 77 
Montgomery, 127 
Monthly Meetings, 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 24, 25, 
33> 34) 35, 37> 43, 59) 57 59 OI, 62, 
68, 69, 71, 72, 74, 81, 93, 109, 110, 111, 
II2, 123, 125, 126, 128, 130, 131, 137, 
143, 153, 154, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 
163, 171, 172, 173, 175, 176 
Morning Meeting of Ministers, 11, 12, 
58, 60, 70, 84, 90, 92, 93, 104, 113, 118, 
123, 124, 125, 128, 138, 139, 150, 151, 
152, 153, 154, 163 
Moone, Francis, 40 
Moore, Thomas, 83 
Morocco, 39 
Mucklow, William, 26, 27 
Muggletonians, 17 
Murder, 68, 69 


NATIONAL executive committee, 93, 97, 
125, 175 

National stock, see Stock 

Navy and Quakers, 80, 94 n. 

Nayler, James, 6, 19-22, 24, 147, 149 

Newbury, 38, 73, 81 

Newcastle, 152 

New England, ror, 158; see also Boston 

Nonconformists, 97; 98, 100, Tor, 104, 

. 105 

Nokadonfotiniiy: 87 

North of England, 3, 5, 21, 28, 50, 131, 
153, 157, 158 

Northallerton, 91 

Northamptonshire, 82 

Norway, 5 
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Norwich, 6, 34, 36, 81, 88, 100, ror, 113, 
115, 128, 153, 154, 171 

Nottingham, 51, 63 n., 95 n. 

Oare, 7. 

Oath of Allegiance, 101 

Oaths, refusal to take, 67, 80, 81, 82, 83, 
87, 88, 94 N., 135, 140, 141, 148 

Oblivion, Act of, 92 

Occupations of London Quakers, 77 n. 

Okehampton, 20 

Orphanage, Quaker, 41 

Orphans, see Children 

Overseers, 2, 3, 33; 128, 133 n., 145 n. 

Ovid: De Arte Amand, 169 

Oxfordshire, xi, 81, 83, 115, 159 


PactFism of Quakers, 80 

Padley, Susanna, 128 

Palatine, 5 

Pamphlets, see Printing 

Papists, 8, 89, 95 n., 99. 

Paradise Lost, by Milton, 150 

Parents: responsibility of, 70, 166, 172; 
consent to marriage, 54, 55 


‘Parish: poor rate, 32, 107; 


poor relief, 3.4; 
overseers, 34, 353 
church and marriage, 55 
dues demanded from Quakers, 103 
Paris, 26 
Parliamentary contacts, 11, 13, 20, 21, 
60-1, 89, 90, 93, 98, 100, 102, 105 n., 
142 
Particular Meetings, 4, 5, 6, 7, 33, 93> 
115, 131, 134, 144, 153, 160, 161, 176 
Pearson, Anthony, 3, 5, 7, 15 ., 101, 
158, 162, 165 n. 
Penington, Isaac, 6, 12, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 
28, 30 N., 31 n., 56, 59, 64 n., 81, 84 
Penketh, 172 
Penn, William: 
joins Quakers, 6; 
on Perrot, 29 n.; 
donation by, 37; 
supporting Fox’s marriage, 52; 
on marriage of cousins, 59; 
preface to Journal, 66; 
testimony at his death, 75-6; 
on swearing, 81; 
on fundamental laws of England, 85, 
87, 1045 
his deputy in Pennsylvania, 84; 
parliamentary activity, 89, 90; 
friend of James II, 90; 
election address, 91, 96 n.; 
and Pennsylvania, 91; 
and Meeting for Sufferings, 92, 98; 
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and Church of England, 97; 
discharged as recusant, 99, 100; 
loan from Women’s Meeting, 114} 
on enquiry into divine revelations, 
124; 
F.R.S., 132-n.; 
and George Keith, 138, 139; 
Collected Works, 142; 
leader of dissatisfied Quakers, 146 n.; 
preface to Barclay’s Works, 151; 
see also: Address to Protestants, and 
Fruits of a Father’s Love 
Pensioners, 32, 34 
Pennsylvania, 15 n., 36, 84, 91, 136, 138, 
168 
Perrot, John, 6, 21-2, 24, 25, 150 
Persecution, 6, 12, 83, 89, 91, 93, 98, 104, 
108, 109, 122, 123, 143, 172, 175 
Personal religious experience, 18, 68, 
166, 172 
Personality, transformation of, 121 


* Philadelphia, 15 n., 137, 138, 168 


Pitt, Andrew, 77, 141 

Plague, 131 

Plantations, the, 113, 117 

Playhouses, 68 : 

Plumstead, Clement, 138 

Plymouth, 89 

Pollexfen, Henry, 88 

Poor: fund for, 32, 33, 34, 45 n., 101; 
relief of, xi, T, 2, 4, 5, 9) 17, 32-44, 
45 1., 109, 110, 111, 112,115, 117, 119, 
128, 160, 161, 162, 163 
strangers helped, 35, 36 

Portugal, 39 

Pope, the, 6, 30, ro1 

Popery, 82, 91 

Popish Bill, 89 

Popish Plot, 92 

sion 32, 33, 35> 38) 41, 44, 137) 143, 
167 

Prache, Hilarius, 170 

Praemunire, 12, 86, 87, 88, 96 n. 

Prayer, 66, 172 

Prayer, Book of Common, 48, 62 n., 121 

Preaching meetings, 122, 124, 131 

Preparative Meetings, 111 

Presbyterians, 17,.18, 20, 29 n., 48, 119 
N., 132, 134 

Preston Patrick chapel, 18 

Priests: see Tithe and Marriage 

Printers, Quaker, 148-50, 153 

Printing and Printing Presses, Act for 
regulating, 147 

Printing and publishing by Quakers, 
147-55 

Printing: sizes of, 156 n.; 
unlicensed, 147-8 
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Prison: industries, 37-8, 46 n.; 
relief, 38, 163; 
marriages, 57, 64 n.; 
see also Imprisonment. 

Private houses used for Meetings, 129, 
130, 131 

Procedure, Quaker, 23, 24, 134 

Propaganda, organisation of, 1, 13, 89, 
975 151 

Proposals for Raising a College of Indus- 
try, by Bellers, 40 / 

Proposals for the Employment of the Poor, 
by Bellars, 151 

Prosecutions of Quakers, 98, 99, 100, 
104, 148, 149, 150 

Protestant refugees, 42 

Public Friends, 55, 122, 124, 128, 130, 
131, 132, 175 

Public (or Common) Meetings, 121, 122, 
124, 130, 131 

Public office, taking of, 81,141 

Public stock, see Stock 

Publishers of Truth, 14, 25, 26, 38, 76, 
83, 108 

Pueriles Confabulatiunculae, 169 

Punishment of Quakers, 21 

Pure Encouragement from the Spirit of the 
Lord, by Bayley, 150 

Puritans, the, vii, 17 

Puritan plainness, 72 

Purity, 9, 66, 68 


Quaker ACT, 88, 89 
Quaker Meetings: unlawful, 88; 
lawful, 92; 
co-ordination of, 93; 
evolution of, 129; 
maps and details of, 126, 131; 
decline in spiritual power, 131 
Quaker Societies: leadership in, 3; 
threatened with extinction, 6, 83; 
executive committee of, 10, 13; 
formative period of, 14; 
inclusion of Seekers and Ranters, 19; 
and problem of authority, 21; 
Fox as builder of, 22; 
development of, 32, 42, 43, 104, 1533 
versus Church of England, 98, 104; 
as national body, 104-5; 
strength of, 130-1; 
weaknesses of, 137, 144; 
welfare of, 143; 
and influence of Yearly Meeting, 144 
Quare, Daniel, 82 
Quarter Sessions, 84, 85, 92, 130 
Quarterly Meetings, 5, 6, 7, 9, 12, 13, 25, 
33> 39, 37s 43» 55> 57) OT, 68, 71, 72, 75, 
83, 90, 91, 93, 98, TIT, 113, 115, 118, 
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125, 126, 131, 134, 136, 138, 141, 142, 
143, 144, 152, 154, 158, 159, 160, 162, 
167, 168, 169, 171, 175 

Queries, xi, 44, 140, 143, 176 

Quietism, 123 

Quietness, 28, 75, 172 


Racxstraw, Martha, 47 n. 
Railton, Tace Sowle, 118, 149, 156 n. 
Ransom of captives, 38, 39, 46 n., 159 
Ranters, the, 9, 17, 18-19, 21, 29 n. 
Reading, 7, 28, 37, 38, 88, 172 
Recommendation, letter of, 8 
Records: births, marriages and burials, 2, 
10, 62; ; 
local, 7, 10; 
of sufferings, 11, 12 
Recusancy, 99 
Redford, Elizabeth, 92 
Reformation in England, by Milton, viii 
Register books, Quaker, § 4, 55, 62, 63 n., 
65.n. 
Registrar: of sufferings, 2; 
of births, 111 ; 
Registration of Quaker Meetings, 130, 
133 n. oe 
Rélief in kind, 34, 45 n., 115, 116 
Religion: as service to God, 121; 
and life coextensive, 66; 
the Quakers’, 8 
Religious education, 172 
Religious meetings, kinds of, 121 
Removal, certificate of, 43, 44, 69 
Rents, house, 161, 163 
Repayment: of redemption money, 39, 
403 
of loans, 40, 114 
Representatives (deputies) to Yearly 
Meeting, 134, 135, 138, 140, 141, 142, 
143, 160, 175 
Responsibility: of each Quaker for wel- 
fare of group, 8; 
for maintenance of poor Friends, 42, 
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Restoration, the, 51, 54, 80, 93, 131, 150 

Retired Meetings, see Silent Meetings 

Revolution, the, 93, 104, 144 

Richardson, Richard, 39, 48, 168 

Rigge, Ambrose, 147 

Rights peculiar to-the Commons of 
England, 91° 

Roberts, Gerrard, 10, 158 

Robinson, Sir John, 148 

Robinson, William, 22 

Rochester, Lord, 102 

Rome, 11, 21, 22 

Royal Society, 132-3 n. 
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Rudyard, Thomas, 13, 60, 84, 86, 95 n., - 


_ 96 0., 159, 174 Nn. 
Rye House plot, 92, 96 n. 


SALTHOUSE, Thomas, 38 
Saunders, Sir Edmund, 86 
Scalehouse, 158 
Scarborough, 6, 118 
Schism in Quaker Societies, 6 
Schoolmasters, Quaker, 167-70 
Schools, Quaker, 41, 136, 167-9 
Scotland, 19, I17, 136, 157 
Scriptures, see Bible 
Seamen’s Act, 82 
Second Day’s Meeting, see Morning 
Meeting 
Sects, vii, 17 
Seekers, the, viii, 1, 7, 17-18, 19, 24, 25, 
26, 32 
Select Meetings, 128 
Self-help, 40, 116 
Sense of the meeting, 4, 23, 24, 139, 140 
Separation of men and women in Meet- 
ing, 130, 131 
Separatists, rr, 14, 28, 132, 137, 139 
Sequestration of estates, 99, 102, 103 
Servants: and contracts, 2; 
and membership, 44; 
in family circle, 70; 
instruction of Indian, 70; 
supervision of, 112, 116, 171; 
outfit, 120 n.; 
suffering for Truth, 171 
Settlement: Rules of, 32; 
Law of, 35; 
questions of, 43, 44 
Sewel’s History, 154 
Shackleton, Roger, 82 
Shacklewell School, 168, 173 n. 
Shakerley, Sir Geoffrey, 148 
Shepherd, Sir Fleetwood, 99 
Sheriffs, election as, 82 
Shewen, William, 115 
Ship-masters: Quaker, 80; 
offenders made over to, 100 
Shop-keeping, 36, 71 
Sick, care of, 4, 5, 35, 109 
Sidcot School, 169 
Sidney, Algernon, 91 
Silence: periods of, 23; 
for women in meetings, 110; 
devotional, 122, 127, 131; 
virtues of, 131 
Silent meetings, 3, 15 n., 121, 122, 123, 
124, 130, 172 
Simmonds, Martha, 19, 20 
Simmons, Samuel, 150, 155 n. 
Simplicity, 7o 
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Sin: realiry of, 67; 
detailed, 68 

Sincerity, 66, 68, 77 

Six Weeks’ Meeting, 33, 34, 37, 38, 39, 
$6, Go, G1, 68, 71, 81, 83, 84, 104, 110, 
112, 113, 123, 137, 159, 162, 163, 168 

Skipton, 2, 4, 5, 134, 157, 162 

Slavery, see Captives 

Smith, George, 60 

Smith, John, 36 

Smith, Richard, 73 

Smith, William, 150 

Smuggling, 78 n. 

Snake in the Grass, by Leslie, 29 n., 43 

Snead, Richard, 149 

Social service, Quaker, 33, 119 

Societies: see Quaker Societies 

Society of Friends, 145 n. 

Some Seasonable and Serious Queries upon 
the late Act against Conventicles, 148 
Somerset, 38, 102, 103, 167, 169 

Southampton, 36 

Southern counties, 7, 28, 131, 158 

Southgate, 114 

Southwark, 58, 72, 149 

Sowle, Andrew, 147, 149, 150, 152, 153, 
155 n., 156Nn., 171 

Sowle, Tace, see Railton 

S.P.C.K., 140, 145 n., 146 n., 160 

S.P.G., 28 

Spain, 39 

Speculative theology, 127 

Speeches of Some of the late King’s Justices, 
150 

Spinning, 40, 41, 112 

Spirit, guidance by the, 22, 24, 27, 49, 137 

Spirit of the Hat, the, by Mucklow, 26, 
30 n., 31 n. 

Staines, 44 

Stanbury, Nathaniel, 40 

Stationers’ Company and registering of 
books, 147, 148 

Steele, Lawrence, 168 

Stephenson, Marmaduke, 22 

Steward, Elizabeth, 81 

Stock: national, xi, 38, 93, 134, 135, 141, 
157, 158, 159, 164 .; 
public, xi, 112, 114, 126, 153, 157-63; 
apprentices’, 171 

Story, John, 11, 25, 27, 28, 30 n., 95, 67, 
113, 132 

Stranger, Hannah, 20 

Stubbs, John, 152, 156 n. 

Sufferings, 2, 6, 10, 11, 14, 83, 89, 90, 93, 
98, 100, Iol, 104, 115, 134, 135, 144, 
158, 168, 175 

Sufferings, by Besse, 14, 96, 98 
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Sufferings upon the Statute against Con- 
venticles, 153 
Sunday labour, 75 
Suffolk, .61 
Sunderland, 42, 72 
Sunderland, Lord, 81, 95 n. 
Supervision: of members, 68, 69; 
of ministers, 124; 
of printing of books, 150 
Surrey, 3 
Sussex, 3 
Sutton Benger, 129 
Swale, Philip, 56, 63 n. 
Swanner, Mark, 152 
Swannington (Leic.), 55 
Swarthmore, 14 n., 54, 56, 60, 73, 115, 
117, 118, 157 
Swearing, 80, 94 n.; see also Oaths 


TALE-BEARING, 9, 74 

Taste, Quaker, 42, 73 

Taylor, Charles, 16 n. 

Taylor, Christopher, 170, 174 n. 

Taylor, George, 157 

Teachers, training of, 173 n.; 
see also Schoolmasters 

Teaching method and syllabus, 168, 169 

Teaching permitted to Quakers without 
taking oath, 82 

Tenderness, 66, 68 

Terence, 169 

Test Act, 81, 82, 92 

Test, taking the, 99, 105 n. 

Testimonies, 49, 67, 70, 75, 80, 81, 98, 
IOI, 102, 115, 137, 141 

Text-books for Quaker schools, 169-70, 
173 n. 

“The”, and “thou”, use of, 67, .152 

Theft, 68 

Thirty-nine Articles, 17, 29 n. 

Thompson, Gilbert, 173 n. 

Threshing meetings, 131 

Tickell, Hugh, 165 n. 

Tithes, payment of, 32, 86, 95 n., 96 n., 
97, IOI, 102, 103, 105 N., 115, 117, 134 

Toakfield, Daniel, 44 

Tobacco, use of, 67 

Toleration, 90, 93, 97, 98, 100, 104 

Toleration Act, 87, 89, 92, 101, 125, 129, 
130. 

Toppin, John, 168 

Tory and Whig, 92 

Trading, 67, 68, 70, 71, 107 

Trade to the East Indies Act, 82 

Transportation, 100 

Treasurers of Quaker funds, 2, 3, 158, 
159, 160, 161, 162 

Tregeno, Henry, 38 


206 


Truro, 38 
Trust money, 162 
Trustees, 35, 60, 159 


Truth (in special Quaker meaning), 2, 4, 


6, 8, 14, 25, 28, 41, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 
74, 70, 80, 84, 109, 110, 112, 114, 117, 
L228 295, 124,0326,.32750135 5.1.43, 159; 
I5t, 158, 163, 171 


‘Truth-speaking, 67 


Turkey, 5, 38, 46 n., 158 

Turner, Jane, 43 

Twistering-mill, 40, 47 n. 

Two Weeks’ Meeting, 43, 56, 84, 109 
Twyn, John, 150 


Unirormirty, Act of, 167-8 

Unity, 12, 23, 25, 27, 555 67, 79, 73, 74, 
109, 122, 143 

University education for ministers, 167 


Vacrancy Act, 83 
van Heemskerck, 129, 133 n. 
van Helmont, 114, 145 n. 
Vassey, Jane, Go 
Vaughan, Roland, 99, 159 
Vaughton, John, 6o 
Fehiculum Det, 123, 151, 156 n. 
Venice, 157, 158 
Verwick, John, 37 
Vickris, Richard, 88 
Vigilance, 72 
Virginia, 38, 39, 113 
Visitors and visitation, 9, 68, 70, 117 
Voltaire, 79 n., 141: 
Voting: not used in Quaker meetings, 4, 
23, 24, 30 0.5; 
in Parliamentary elections, 90, 91, 140 


WAKEFIELD, Vicar of, 103 

Wales, 7, 135 

Waltham Abbey, school, 168 

Walton, Brian, 152 

Ward, Elizabeth, 148 

Warwickshire, 10, 34, 35, 38, 43, 115, 
126, 130, 131, 158, 161 

Way to Health, the, 149 

Wayte, Thomas, 153 

Wealth of Quakers, 72 

Weaving, 4o-2 

Weekly executive committee, see Meet- 
ing for Sufferings 

West, Moses, 56, 64 n. 

Westminster Confession, 17 

Westminster Directory, see Directory of 
Public Worship 

Westminster, Statute of, 87 

Westmorland, 1, 7, 10, 135, 141, 157, 172 

Weston, Martha, 81, 101 
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Whitby, 118 

Whitehead, Anne Downer, 109, 113, 114, 
118, 120 n. 

Whitehead, George, 56, 75, 83, 89, 122, 
131, 138, 140, 141, 146 n., 147, 156 n. 

Whiting, Benjamin, 73 

Whiting, John, 154, 155 n., 156n. 

Widows, xi, 6, 9, 32, 34, 35, 107, 108, 
109, III, 112, 163 

Wigs, wearing of, 72-3 . 

Wilkinson, Bryan, 4, 40 

Wilkinson, John, 11, 25, 27, 28, 30 n., 
55> 113, 132 

Willan, ‘Thomas, 157 

William III, 141 

Wills, 97, 103 

Wilson, Robert, 149, 152 

Wilson, Thomas, 56 

Windsor, 7, 74 

Winstanley, pamphlets of, 149 

Women: relations with men, 9; 
earning a livelihood, 107, 116; 
place in Church affairs, 107, 108, 110, 

III; 
orthodox view of, 108; 
status with men, 108, 110, 118; 
as missionaries, 108, 109; 
administ ering funds, 109, 112-5; 
separate committees and meetings of, 
109, 110, 112; 
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as trustees, 109, 114; 
special duties of, 110, 111; 
jealousy against, 110; 
as registrar of births, 111; 
as leaders in London, 112-13; 
as ministers, 112, 113, 117, 118, 124 
Women’s Meetings, xi, 5, 10, 33, 41, 54, 
55, 56, 60, 69, 107-19, 128, 137, 166, 
171, 172 
Worcestershire, 68, 74, 86, 159 
Workhouse, Quaker, 40-2, 112 
World, the, (in Quaker usage), 3, 4, 10, 
57, 61, 70, 121, 127, 137, 166 
Worship, vii, 123 
Worship, meeting for, 2, 26, 112, 117, 
129, 130, 131, 136, 137 
Wyatt, Mary, 128 
Wyeth, Joseph, 43, 142 


YARMOUTH, 147° 

Yearly Meetings, 3, 5, 10, 13, 14, 27, 28, 
36, 38, 39, 42) 435 44, 55, 56, 98, 59, OF, 
68, 71, 72, 73, 74) 75> 83, 84, 93, 98, 
IOI, 103, 112, 113, 118, 119, 123, 124, 
125, 127, 128, 129, 131, 134-44, 1§0, 
157, 158, 159, 160, 163, 166, 168, 169, 
175, 176 

Yorkshire, 1, 82, 118, 127, 134, 153, 159 

Young people and youth, concern for, 
26, 68, 123, 127, 166-73 
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